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www.pwd.org.au

28 February 2025 

Modern Slavery Committee 

Parliament of NSW 

6 Macquarie Street 

Sydney NSW 2000 

Dear Modern Slavery Committee Members 

Temporary migrant workers inquiry 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our input to the Modern Slavery Risks Faced by 

Temporary Migrant Workers in Rural and Regional New South Wales Inquiry.  

People with Disability Australia (PWDA) is Australia’s peak cross-disability Disability 

Representative Organisation and is funded by the Australian Government to represent the 

1 in 6 Australians with disability nationally. Our organisation is made up of, and led by, 

people with disability and has Consultative Status with the United Nations Economic and 

Social Council. 

PWDA is regularly involved in domestic, federal and international modern slavery law 

reform and policy processes. Our goal is to ensure that modern slavery prevention, 

detection and remedy measures are disability inclusive and uphold our rights set out in the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

We would like to provide you with a copy of our modern slavery position paper, which 

raises key issues concerning the intersection between modern slavery and disability. 

People with disability are at higher risk of modern slavery compared to the general 

population and face increased barriers when accessing support.  

Accordingly, we urge you to ensure that your recommendations address the unique 

circumstances of people with disability who experience modern slavery.  
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We hope you will find our position paper useful in this regard and invite you to contact my 

Senior Policy Officer, Lisa Ira,  should you wish 

to discuss the intersection between modern slavery and disability further. 

Yours sincerely 

Megan Spindler-Smith 

Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

People with Disability Australia 

 

Encl.  



Position Statement  

Modern Slavery 

People with Disability Australia (PWDA) strongly condemns all forms of modern slavery, including forced 
labour, human trafficking, slavery, child labour, organ removal and slavery-like practices.1  

Modern slavery is a disability issue. People with disability face an increased risk2 of experiencing modern 
slavery and people can acquire a disability from their modern slavery experience.3 Dependency on 
caregivers who can exploit us, barriers to getting help and a lack of awareness of our right to refuse 
unwanted touch and exploitative labour increase our risk of modern slavery.4  

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities requires Australia to ensure that people with 
disability are not subject to slavery, servitude or forced labour.5 However, modern slavery against people 
with disability is an under-researched and often neglected area in law, policy and practice around the world.  

To ensure Australia’s responses to eradicate modern slavery are disability inclusive, we call on all levels of 
government to consider the below recommendations, as appropriate:  

• Collect disaggregated data that identifies victim-survivors with disability 
• Commission co-designed research into the intersection between disability and modern slavery  
• Address the structural drivers of victimisation, such as segregation and guardianship 
• Provide modern slavery education and awareness raising to people with disability 
• Train disability sector workers, including health professionals, to identify and report signs of modern 

slavery  
• Conduct routine inspections into Australian Disability Enterprises to ensure people are not being 

coerced into labour or otherwise exploited  
• Ensure that all modern slavery complaint mechanisms and victim services are accessible  
• Ensure justice system personnel, including police officers, lawyers, judicial officers and court staff 

receive training on working with people with disability 

People with disability and their representative organisations must also be included in the development 
of modern slavery policies and laws. Modern slavery issues are disability issues and there should be 
‘nothing about us without us’.    
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5 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (New York, 13 December 2006) [2008] UNTS 2515 p 3, art 27(2). 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/ModernSlavery/Final_report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/ModernSlavery/Final_report
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/general-comments-and-recommendations/crpdcgc8-general-comment-no-8-2022-right-persons
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/general-comments-and-recommendations/crpdcgc8-general-comment-no-8-2022-right-persons
https://polarisproject.org/blog/2018/08/individuals-with-disabilities-may-face-increased-risk-of-human-trafficking/
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