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Nigel Roberts 
 

 
 
 

B. Sci Ag Hons (University Of Sydney) 
 
 
The Hon. Mark Banasiak,  
NSW Parliament 

 
Re: Impact of Renewable Energy Zones (REZ) on rural and regional communities and industries in 
New South Wales 
 
Thankyou for providing me the opportunity to outline the impacts the CW REZ has had on my family, 
my business and the greater community in this area. The past 3 years has been nothing but horrific. 
The mental toll from living in this area has been enormous. It has made the business of farming 
which is what my family and I purchased this property 8 years ago take a back seat. This has 
occurred as we deal with 3 proposed solar projects that will largely surround us totalling 10,500 
acres (including the two biggest proposed projects in NSW that share a boundary), a transmission 
line that’s area has been compulsory acquired by energyco and a windfarm that we as a family have 
decided to host a number of turbines with. The decision to host these turbines has come as a 
decision that will financially enable us to leave this area and community we call home if the 
proposed projects were too all be developed. The proposed projects are as follows 

• Sandy Creek Solar (Lightsource BP 800mW) 

• Dapper Solar (Origin Energy 400mW) 

• Cobbora Solar (Marble Energy and Pacific Partners 700-800mW) 

• Spicers Creek Windfarm (Squadron Energy) 

• Energyco Transmission line 

 
My family and I currently operate Dunbogan Merino Stud which is 6400 acres alongside and part of 
many of the 5  proposed projects. We have three children aged 11 (Angus), 7 (Marnie) and 2(Sally). 
We operate an intensive mixed farming business running 10,000 merino sheep and cropping 1500 
acres of cereal and canola crop each year. We employ a full time staff and rely on multiple part time 
and casual employees as well as a number of contractors. I am a 4th generation farmer here on the 
land where our family property boundaries two of the proposed solar sites as well as the 
transmission lines. As a resident we will be heavily impacted by these projects as well as the other 
projects intended for this area. The property was purchased from the state government in 2017 
after the failed Cobbora Coal project. The property was sold to the state government by my parents.  
 
I will try to keep this response short as we have spent many hours meeting with developers, pouring 
over developments , EIS’s , social impact studies and meetings with solicitors, consulatants and 
associates. At present we estimate that we if we were to pay ourselves a wage of this time we would 
be looking in excess of $200,000. This is time we have taken away from our own busy business and 
away from our family and children. Further to this we estimate the impacts of taking this time out of 
our business and the associated production losses to be in excess of $200,000. We have spent this 
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time educating ourselves as to what is going on so we can make informed decisions and hope that 
the time we spend with developers, solicitors and consultants will improve the processes and 
minimise the impacts that we are to experience as a family and business if we were to stay here. 
 
The CW REZ and associated projects has engrossed us for the last 3 years and has provided us with 
nothing but uncertainty for our family and the asset we call our business. It is with sadness that as a 
family we have made the decision to leave this great community if these projects are built. The 
proposed projects bring nothing but negatives to our lives, they alter the beautiful environment that 
we currently bring our children up in, the environment our family have cared for the last 120 years 
and the environment we operate our businesses in.   
 
The main issues are detailed below.  
 

1. Cumulative impact of projects in the region 
The CW REZ was originally intended to be developed at a zone producing 3.5GW renewable energy. 
Here we are now in 2025 and the intentions of government are to now produce 7.5GW from the 
same area. When will the increases stop?  
 
It is important to consider the effect of multiple projects on the visual character of the landscape. 
Multiple projects near each other can result in cumulative impacts that affect the way a landscape is 
experienced. Cumulative visual impacts can arise from the presence of similar projects that may 
have a low impact individually, but when viewed together can have a significant visual impact on the 
landscape. 
 
The impacts of these projects combined will decimate the landscape. Particularly as we continue to 
increase the capacity of the REZ. EIS are still been performed on an individual project basis. In the 
case of the proposed projects here near Elong we have 3 solar projects (Lightsource BP, Origin 
Energy and Marble Energy/Pacific Partners in one large conglomeration with shared boundaries 
totalling a proposed 10,500 acres or 4250 ha). Are all these projects intending on extracting water 
from the same groundwater acquifer that water our sheep? Lightsource BP intends to withdraw up 
to 90ML of groundwater from this untested acquifer. Will the developers of these projects 
guarantee that stock water is available if they are to extract this water.  
 
The cumulative impacts further need to be investigated as to native vegetation clearing, emergency 
services and key medical services and infrastructure. 
 

2. Visual Impacts 
The visual landscape character of the area will change from predominantly rural agriculture to 
renewable energy infrastructure. As farmers we go through some incredible tough times, the two 
things we have on the land is our families and the incredible landscapes and environments that we 
work in. It is simple this will be lost forever. 
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Figure 1: Indicative visual impact assessment of solar farm to our own propoerty showing 

the high impacts of the proposed project. Our main residence is labelled “Dunbogan”. These 

assessments were shown as minimal impact by Lightsource BP and the EIS that was paid for 

by Lightsource BP 

 
The Zone of Visual Influence (ZVI) in Figure 1 was generated in QGIS using a 5m digital 

elevation model and assuming typical design parameters for solar farm infrastructure.  

 

Figure 2: View of our property adjacent to Sandy Creek Solar Farm (marked yellow) (and 

neighbouring Dapper Solar Farm in purple). The proposed Marble Energy project (700mW ) 

will adjoin these projects to the north east. 
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3. Public Liability Insurance 

The issue of Public Liability Insurance continues to be avoided. I took this unanswered issue to 
Energyco on 28th November 2022. This issue was also taken  Lightsource BP and Origin Energy to be 
addressed and still we have no answers. The issue was also taken to Dugald Saunder MP with no 
response.  
 
 Our business expects to be surrounded by in excess of $4 billion of solar panels that includes the 3 
solar developments only. My insurer has informed me that the maximum level of PL insurance I can 
obtain is currently $20 million. If I or an employee here in our business starts a fire and is deemed 
liable for starting that fire that burns these solar farms down who or where is the difference coming 
from? We also need to consider the loss of income from the proposed solar farms.  
Further to this all businesses surrounding these projects will be heavily affected as contractors will 
avoid the risk of damages to these projects as they too will only have $20 million PL cover. Our 
current business contracts out harvest and hay contracting (both quite fire prone). Who is going to 
perform these jobs for our business with the added risks associated with the infrastructure losses 
from these projects? This issue is common to all mixed farming businesses in the area.  
 

4. Engagement/Consultation  
The entire consultation of all projects with the exception of the project we are involved in has been 
horrific. The vast majority of information about the projects has come from word of mouth from 
neighbours and others involved. “Consultation” is a process of formally consulting or discussing. It is 
not putting a table on the main street of Dunedoo and expecting those affected to come in and chat 
about the project.  
 
 




































