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01/11/2022 – submission to NSW Department of Planning in response to Birriwa Solar Farm Environmental 
Impact Statement  

 
 
 
 
 
 
24/11/2022 – submission to NSW Department of Planning in response to Tallawang Solar Farm 
Environmental Impact Statement  

 
 
 
 
 
 
2023:  
03/02/2023 – telephone conversation with Mike Young, Executive Director, Energy Corporation of NSW 
(EnergyCo) 

- A phone call to discuss the forthcoming renewable energy initiatives in the region  
 
 
 
 
 
13/02/2023 – NSW Farmers Meeting, Dunedoo 

- Attendance by Mike Young, Executive Director of EnergyCo to provide an update on the emerging 
renewable energy plans within the REZ  

 
 
 
 
 
15/02/2023 – attended an EnergyCo meeting in Coolah  

- A community meeting to gather information regarding upcoming developments within the REZ  
 
 
 
 
 
20/02/2023 – telephone conversation with EnergyCo and Steve Mudd, NSW Farmers  

- Continued discussions regarding renewable energy projects and the associated transmission line 
developments within the REZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 











07/09/2023 – Invitational Meeting hosted by NSW Farmers 
- Attendees included Tara Moriarty, Minister for Agriculture, Xavier Martin, NSW Farmers President, 

and affected landholders 
- Hosted at “Gilgal”, property owner by Stuart and Donna Hackney, and at “Merotherie”, property 

owned by Jim and Mandy Bowman  
- 5 hours duration  

 
Notes from my presentation at the meeting:  

 
“Facts about wind, solar and transmission line developments in the Dunedoo District 

 
The area within a 50km radius of Birriwa is equal to 785,400ha. 

Solar projects within this area in planning, under construction and in operation will make up 1.46% of the total area. 

Wind developments currently in planning consist of 602 turbines and cover 63,500ha (8.1% of the total area). 

PLUS workers camps, energy hubs, site offices, batching plants, quarries, power lines etc.  

The overall repercussions of these projects could impact 15% of the total area outlined. 

 One turbine takes 7 oversize, over mass (OSOM) loads from Newcastle. Three of which are 90 metres long 

(equal to a road train with 6 trailers!). 

602 turbines x 7 OSOM loads = 4214 loads from Newcastle 

at 2 loads per day would take nearly 6 years 

at 3 loads per day would take nearly 4 years 

CAN THE GOLDEN HIGHWAY HANDLE THIS TRAFFIC?  

WHAT ABOUT MERRIWA’S MAIN STREET? 

 Each turbine concrete base is 30m x 30m x 2.5m = 2250m3. According to the Spicers Creek Wind Farm EIS it 

will take 8-12 hours to pour the approximately 250 to 300 loads of cement. 

602 turbines x 2250m3 = 1,354,500m3 of concrete 

8m3 per load = 169,312 truck loads 

 

THE ALTERNATIVES 

Dubbo Base Hospital has a car park shaded by solar panels; why can’t that be done everywhere?!? 

Solar panels on vacant land and industrial buildings in major cities. Generating power where it will be used negates 

the need for major transmission line projects. 

Government incentives for the general public and private business to contribute to the energy crisis. 

 

THE DUNEDOO DISTRICT IS A TIGHTLY HELD AREA, PASSED DOWN THROUGH FAMILIES FOR 

GENERATIONS. IT’S ALWAYS BEEN KNOWN AS A SAFE FARMING COMMUNITY ON WHICH THE SMALL 

TOWNS RELY.” 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13/09/2023 – Telephone conversations with the following people about ongoing renewables plans:  
- Birriwa Solar Farm 
- Roy Butler, Member for Barwon 
- Concerned citizens: Terry Conn, Grant Piper, and Peter Rothwell  

 
 
 
16/09/2023 – submission to NSW Department of Planning in response to Bellambi Heights Battery Energy 
Storage System Environmental Impact Statement   

 
 
 
 
20/09/2023 – Article published in The Dunedoo District Diary titled “Impact of CWO Renewable Energy 
Zone on the district” 

 
 
 
 
27/09/2023 – Telephone conversation with Dugald Saunders, Member for Dubbo 

- Discussions surrounding ongoing renewables concerns  
 
 



28/09/2023 – Meeting at “Gilgal”, Dunedoo  
- Attendees included Stuart and Donna Hackney, David Bowman, Emma Bowman, and Mike Young, 

EnergyCo 
- Discussions surrounding the possibility of changing the easement for powerlines on Gilgal  

 
 
28/09/2023 – EnergyCo pop-up information meeting in Dunedoo  

- Q&A session addressing concerns and seeking clarification on the details of renewable energy 
projects in the region, with a focus on community impact and project specifics 

 
 
29/09/2023 – Telephone conversation to Dugald Saunders, Member for Dubbo 

- Discussion in reference to Mike Young’s visit  
 
 
05/10/2023 – Letter to North Western RFS Manager, Heath Stimson  

 
- Attached is the bushfire technical paper for the CWO REZ Transmission Project EIS.  
- No comment was able to be made.  
- All comments come from head office and say there are no concerns.  

 



05/10/2023 – Received a letter from EnergyCo via email that I forwarded to the following people 
encouraging their attendance at the next EnergyCo community drop-in information session in Dunedoo: 

- Roy Butler, Member for Barwon 
- Dugald Saunders, Member for Dubbo 
- Andrew Gee, Member for Calare 
- Mark Coulton, Member for Parkes 
- Ross Cadell, Senator 

 
“Dear, 
 
Please see below forwarded email from EnergyCo regarding the community drop-in information session at Dunedoo 
on Wednesday 11th October from 1pm-4pm. Your attendance would be greatly appreciated by our local community 
and you could gain valuable knowledge about the transmission project and how locals feel about it. 
 
There is a presentation by EnergyCo following the information session for the NSW Farmers’ Association, Dunedoo 
Branch, from 5pm-6.30pm. Again your presence, or one of your staff, would be appreciated. 
 
As you well know the Transmission Project EIS is a very large document. We are finding it very difficult to digest in 
the small amount of time we have been given compared to the time the authors had to complete it. I thank you both for 
your support in trying to extend the exhibition period but I feel we need to keep pushing for the extension. 
 
In my previous email (9th September) I offered you both a tour of the area so you can see first hand the impacts of 
these projects on our district. That offer still stands and I look forward to doing this service for my community. 
 
Kind regards,  
David” 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: Energy Corporation of NSW <noreply@cwo.energyco.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: Central-West Orana REZ transmission project - Environmental Impact Statement now on public exhibition 
Date: 28 September 2023 at 2:41:54 pm AEST 
To: David Bowman  
 

  

EnergyCo is delivering the Central-West Orana Renewable Energy Zone (REZ) to provide a clean, affordable and 
reliable power supply for energy consumers across NSW. The REZ will initially unlock at least three gigawatts of 
new network capacity from solar, wind and storage projects within the next decade. 



  
 

Environmental Impact Statement now on public exhibition 
  
EnergyCo has developed an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Central-West Orana REZ transmisssion 
project. The NSW Department of Planning and Environment has placed the EIS on public exhibition for 28 days 
until Thursday 26 October 2023. During the exhibition period, you can view the EIS and make a submission on 
the NSW Planning Portal.  
  
The EIS includes a detailed description of the REZ transmission project and how it will be built and operated. It 
provides a technical assessment of the project, including potential economic, environmental and social impacts. It 
also outlines a range of mitigation measures which would be implemented to avoid, minimise and/or mitigate 
potential impacts to the surrounding environment and local communities during construction and operation.  
  
Click here to view the EIS on the NSW Planning Portal. 

  
 

Community drop-in information sessions 
  
To support the public exhibition of the EIS, EnergyCo is holding a series of pop-up stalls and drop-in information 
sessions across the region.  
  
Please click ‘register’ for the information session you wish to attend and let us know any key topics of interest to 
you. This will help us to ensure we have the right team members to answer your questions at the sessions.   
  
Wellington 
Wellington Soldiers Memorial Club, 73 Arthur Street, Wellington 
Monday 9 October, 3pm to 5pm 
Register 
  
Coolah 
The Octagon Auditorium, St Andrews Anglican Church, 
17 Binnia Street, Cooolah 
Tuesday 10 October, 11am to 2pm 
Register 
  
Dunedoo 
Jubilee Memorial Hall, 154 Bolaro Street, Dunedoo 
Wednesday 11 October, 1pm to 4pm 
Register 
  
Gulgong 
Gulgong Memorial Hall, 112 Herbert Street, Gulgong 
Thursday 12 October, 3pm to 6pm 
Register 
  
Coolah 
The Octagon Auditorium, St Andrews Anglican Church, 
17 Binnia Street, Cooolah 
Tuesday 17 October, 3pm to 6pm  



Register  
  
Dunedoo 
Jubilee Memorial Hall, 154 Bolaro Street, Dunedoo  
Wednesday 18 October, 10am to 1pm  
Register  
  
Mudgee 
St John's Baptist Church Hall, 2 Church Street Mudgee  
Wednesday 18 October, 4pm to 6pm  
Register 
  
Gulgong  
Gulgong Memorial Hall, 112 Herbert Street, Gulgong  
Thursday 19 October, 11am to 2pm  
Register 
  

  
 

Community pop-up stalls 
  
EnergyCo is also holding a number of pop-up events across the region to provide information about the EIS. 
  
Coolah 
Outside IGA, 51/53 Binnia Street, Coolah  
Tuesday 3 October, 9am to 12pm 
  
Dunedoo 
Outside Dunedoo Newsagency, 46 Bolaro Street, Dunedoo 
Tuesday 3 October, 1pm to 4pm 
  
Gulgong 
Outside IGA, 90/100 Mayene Street, Gulgong 
Tuesday 3 October, 9am to 12pm 
  
Mudgee 
Outside the Newsagency, 2/75 Market Street, Mudgee  
Thursday 28 September, 1pm to 4pm 
Tuesday 3 October, 1pm to 4pm 
  
Wellington 
Corner of Nanima Crescent and Swift Street, Wellington  
Friday 29 September, 10am to 12pm 
Wednesday 4 October, 10am to 12pm 
  
Merriwa  
Outside IGA, 104 Bettington Street, Merriwa 
Wednesday 4 October, 9am to 1pm 

  
 



Tools and resources 
  
EnergyCo has developed a range of supporting resources and tools to help you better understand the EIS and learn 
more about key topics. This includes a digital EIS, interactive map, fact sheets and guide to the EIS. 
Visit energy.nsw.gov.au/cwo for more information. 
  
Have your say 
  
We encourage you to make a formal submission about the EIS for the REZ transmission project. This ensures that 
feedback can be considered by the Department of Planning and Environment prior to any final decision on the 
project. EnergyCo will develop a submissions report responding to the issues raised from submissions, which will 
be released in early 2024. 
  
To view the EIS and make a formal submission, visit the NSW Planning Portal. 
  
Submissions close Thursday, 26 October 2023. 

  
 

Get in touch 
  
For more information about the Central-West Orana REZ, you can visit our website or contact the project team: 
 
Phone: 1800 032 101 (9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday) 
Email: cwo@energyco.nsw.gov.au 
Website: energyco.nsw.gov.au 
Office: 155 Macquarie Street, Dubbo 
  
To view EnergyCo's interactive map of the REZs, visit caportal.com.au/energyco/rez. 

  
 

You've received this e-newsletter because you registered your contact details with EnergyCo for the Central-West 
Orana REZ project. For privacy information, visit energy.nsw.gov.au/privacy. To unsubscribe from these emails, 
click the link below or contact the project team. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



07/10/2023 – submission to NSW Department of Planning in response to Birriwa Solar Farm Environmental 
Impact Statement 

 
 
 
 
 
09/10/2023 – telephone conversation with Hamish Southwell, Prime 7 News  

- Interview regarding ongoing renewable energy concerns  
 
 
 
 
11/10/2023 – EnergyCo meeting at Dunedoo Jubilee Hall  

- Information session regarding renewables  
- 1 hour duration  

 
 
 
 
17/10/2023 – EnergyCo meeting at Coolah  

- Information session regarding renewables  
- 1 hour duration  

 
 
 
 
29/10/2023 – submission to NSW Department of Planning in response to Central West Orana REZ 
Transmission Environmental Impact Statement   

 
 
 
 
 
30/10/2023 – Community meeting at Sports Club in Dunedoo  

- Called by Emma Bowman and Sal Edwards to inform the community of what is happening in the 
REZ 

- This had a large uptake in the community with hundreds of landholders and town members present  
- See additional attachments: “Community meeting ppt” and “community meeting presentation”.  

 
 
 
 
 
 









 
Minister this is not renewable energy? 
 
Then what is the heat and glare off the panels going to do for climate. 
 
We are off the grid generating power for the whole property since June 2023 which is a total of 240 days.  The 
generator has worked equivalent to 78 days of power. This means without a generator we would have been without 
power for one third of the time. So is solar efficient renewal energy? 
 
 
So what should you do? 
 
** Generate power where needed eg. Rooftop solar on every roof and storage batteries. 
 I suggest 6Kv solar and 10 Kv battery 
 
** Underground all powerlines. 
 
** Only one 500 Kv transmission line in this area. 
 
** And last of all Minister, you need to write to all affected farmers and apologise for the manner in which they 

have been treated by EnergyCo.  
 

Then stall this project for at least 6 months.”  
 
 
 
 
 
14/02/2024 – Travelled to Dubbo to visit the Dugald Saunders, Member for Dubbo 

- Meeting with EnergyCo representatives, James Hay, Ash Albury, and Gerard Reiter 
 
 
 
 
 
30/03/2024 – Road trip with The Honourable John Ruddick MLC  

- Travelled to Cassilis and Merotherie areas to visit affected farmers on their properties 
- 1 day duration  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













 
 



15/06/2024 – submission to NSW Department of Planning in response to Sandy Creek Solar Farm 
Environmental Impact Statement   

29/08/2024 – Independent Planning Commission for Spicers Creek Wind Farm in Dunedoo Jubilee Hall  
- 5 hours duration

26/09/2024 – submission to NSW Department of Planning in response to Beryl Battery Energy Storage 
System EIS  

14/12/2024 – Dunedoo Markets 
- EnergyCo stand and Transport NSW for Port to REZ present
- Had a discussion with both parties talking about the proposed 9000+ oversized loads from the port to

this REZ along the Golden Highway and the concerns of whether the highway will handle this load
of traffic in a safe manner

******** 

Thank you for taking the time to review this submission. In summary, I would like to highlight the 
significant strain, both mental and emotional, that my family and I, along with the broader community 
within the Renewable Energy Zone, have endured over the past three years. The ongoing disregard from 
government agencies and renewable energy developers has only exacerbated this strain, as they have 
continued with project planning and development despite our mounting concerns. There has been little to no 
consideration given to the environmental impact or the land use within the area.  

The lack of transparency surrounding these projects has left landholders and community members feeling 
blindsided by actins taken without adequate consultation. While the REZ’s development appears to be well 
supported by those benefiting financially, the broader community continues to bear the negative 
consequences without fair compensation.  

As I approach retirement, I should not be subjected to these pressures. The countless hours I have spent 
reviewing Environmental Impact Statements, drafting letters and engaging in discussions about these 
renewable energy initiatives have gone without any form of financial compensation. I am left questioning: 
who is bearing the costs of these efforts?  

Regards,  

David Bowman 




