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BMBO would urge the NSW Government to invest in such studies, particularly in 

relation to species that are listed as threatened.  

Many native bird species are in serious decline and one of the main causes of this decline 

is predation by invasive species in particular cats, not just feral cats but also pet cats. 71% 

of pet cats roam and of these, 78% hunt. On average, a roaming pet cat kills 186 animals 

per year. Research released by the Australian National University in 2023 found that 

roaming pet cats kill around 66 million native animals each year in Sydney alone. 

The reform to 24-hour containment should be accompanied by funding for education, 

compliance and to make desexing and registration easier. We also need clear rules 

around desexing by 4 months of age to prevent unwanted breeding and requirements for 

all local governments to develop and implement companion animal management plans. 

BMBO would support the concept of variable rules for fully-rural areas. 

BMBO does NOT support the concept of “Trap, Neuter, Release” as this does not reduce 

the number of uncontrolled cats hunting & otherwise disturbing native fauna, especially 

avian species. (see item 6 below). Note that the presence of cats is often as disturbing to 

native species as hunting activity. 

BMBO calls on the NSW Government and the Animal Welfare committee to support: 

1. Amendments to the NSW Companion Animals Act 1998 to enable local 

governments to enforce anti-roaming laws for pet cats at a local level, bringing 

NSW into line with almost every other state. We recommend annual cat 

registration, with a 3 to 5 year option that is discounted and phased in. 

(Currently in NSW it is a life registration). This it would allow councils to collect 

reliable data for management purposes, budgets and planning, and raise revenue.  

2. State government funding of a minimum of $9 million to fund compliance, 

education, desexing, identification and registration programs. 

3. Requirements for all local governments to develop companion animal 

management plans to protect wildlife, as is required in Victoria. 

4. Development of a state-wide web resource for responsible pet ownership. 

5. Making desexing mandatory state-wide by 4 months of age, as is required in 

WA, Tasmania, ACT and SA. 

6. Compassionate euthanasia by authorized authorities in cases of obvious non-

rehabilitation or potential long cage confinement of captured animals. 

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this matter, 
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