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Dear Committee, 

 

NSWALC Submission for the Inquiry into the Western Science Park and Aerotropolis 

Developments 

 

The NSW Aboriginal Land Council (NSWALC) welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the ‘Inquiry 

into the Western Science Park and Aerotropolis Developments’. 

 

NSWALC is the peak body representing Aboriginal peoples in NSW and has functions to protect and 

promote the rights of Aboriginal peoples. NSWALC provides support to a network of 121 Local 

Aboriginal Land Councils (LALCs) in NSW, with a combined membership of over 30,000 Aboriginal 

people. LALCs are autonomous, elected bodies representing the interests of their members and wider 

Aboriginal community in their area. The core business of each LALC includes acquiring and managing 

lands for cultural and economic purposes and protecting and promoting Aboriginal culture and 

heritage. Additionally, NSWALC and LALCs are important employers of Aboriginal people in NSW. 

 

The NSW Aboriginal Land Rights network is the key vehicle to delivering social, cultural and economic 

outcomes to Aboriginal communities, and is the framework for achieving self-determination in NSW. 

The Aboriginal land rights network has unique, first-hand knowledge of the challenges and 

opportunities facing Aboriginal peoples and has developed and continues to develop a range of 

innovative opportunities to support the economic prosperity and social and cultural aspirations of 

Aboriginal people in NSW.  

 

NSWALC seeks to drive opportunities for economic development for Aboriginal people in NSW, with 

our Strategic Goals1 outlining our commitment to pursuing economic independence and prosperity for 

our people and supporting our people and LALCs. This involves:  

 

• The delivery of land activation programs that investigate and manage development programs 

in collaboration with LALCs. 

• The development and activation of a state-wide property development model for NSWALC 

properties. 

• Identifying strategic business growth opportunities with our LALCs. 

• Supporting Aboriginal business owners, entrepreneurs, and job seekers to connect with 

business and employment opportunities across the state.  

• Increasing access to education, training, and employment for Aboriginal peoples.  

 
1 NSW Aboriginal Land Council, 2022. NSWALC Strategic Plan 2022-2026. NSW Aboriginal Land Council 








