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ADDRESSED TO THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON ARTS AND MUSIC EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
IN NEW SOUTH WALES (NSW PARLIAMENT) 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
This submission from Western Sydney Philharmonic (WestPhil) addresses Terms of Reference 1(b):  

(iv) the role of regional conservatoriums and creative professionals in music education 
(vii) the most effective approach for the music and the creative industries to co-ordinate with 

the education system to support the development of creative skills, and  
(viii) ways that students can learn entrepreneurial skills and gain industry experience to 

ensure they are job ready 
 
WestPhil and its Accelerator Program offer an effective working model for the Committee, of how 
regional orchestras can start and flourish in partnership with students, local schools and university, 
music teachers and professional musicians to provide accessible orchestral and ensemble 
experience alongside professionals as part of their music education.  

By fostering local talent and creating pathways to professional music careers, WestPhil's program 
aligns with the objectives of the Joint Select Committee on Arts and Music Education and Training. 
In addition, it aligns with Create NSW’s Creative Communities policy and its commitment to 
diverse, vibrant and accessible arts and culture.  

Introduction: 
 
Founded in 2022 by Max Holzner and launched by Patron Kim Williams AM at the Riverside 
Theatres, WestPhil aims to develop an advanced orchestral training program for young musicians 
in western Sydney. Since its inception, WestPhil has made significant strides in achieving its 
mission. To date, WestPhil has: 

• Conducted 8 multi-day workshops and performances, involving over 340 young talented 
musicians, the majority of whom have carried over to multiple events as a corpus of 
developing players demonstrating successful retention. 

• Engaged more than 30 professional musicians as tutors and mentors. 








