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COUNTRY LABOR - DUBBO OFFICE 
46 Dturch Street 

. . .  <. ... ... .^i... 
(PO Box 1122) 

. . OubSo NSW 2830 . . . . .  . , ~ h :  (02) 6884 1933 
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!..AWR Email: d ~ b b o o l ~ ~ ~ c o r n . a u  

Dear Mr Kobcttson. 
c ,  

. ?dh ~ebmary 2009 ' ' 

~ihsle: for J~~stice. ... : ... . . 
. . 

i .  ... . . .  
The February meeting of the Dubbo branch :hf.Counhy Labor passed s motion 
cxprcssing our opposition to privatisation of governin&t'assets and sell'ices in 
general and prisonsin particular. The hcanch was responding10 news that tho NSW . . .  
Lqbor ~ov<n&&&~&~oscrrr ~.~r iw@ise  ~~ki~ica:rin'd;cessick jails. . . . .  r. . 
WG nute that tGs&p,osul is.all twirctuinisccnt ofthe broposd to privatise the -. . . - . . . . . . . . . . . .  . - 
clcclticiiy in~ust~.~d.we,can.safeIy.&.ume . . . .  is similarly opposed by the vast 
majority of tbe ;?$ti m.pb'~h ip~ '" ' .  .......... . . . . . . ... 
Qjdw mclvlhcrsoof. the branch;n9ted fl l& the.idea of &atising pisois Would, smne 
)'ears ago, 11ave:been cronsi+xd a Jnko. That,any aspect ofjustice md law-and ordW 
bc contracted o,$.forprivate profit is bizarreand reprwnts an abdication of. the 

. . raponsibilitih of governmd Mie wonders whether the next Mittan Ftied~nan 
. . . . . .  absurdity, the primtisation ofthe ~ f l  sysi& can be far behind. - . . .. 

Ihe  record of privatised p>isons is hardly a emmendation for thc process. AS a 
result, the& appcars to be a npvcmcnt away from the formcrfy fashiombit: 
cou~tnr;ting out of gnveinment scrviccv tbra&r~l~t.the xorld.. . .  .... 
A s  a tenderer .will probably bc i1,e Arnericm-based muld natlmal fhat'ran Mr 
~owr\nl'srefu~ee detcnrion facilitjes, it wiil b.c impossible to justify the move with 
anythiiig ~sunbl i~ lg  tmth atul lugic. , 
The absurdity of a poliy 6fpri<it.ivtion.is compobnded by the antiquity of the 
knowledge that it does not work. h.llqr oarly scandals in transportatinn'.nf:cnn~icij:~to 
Austnlia, the skierd -C ~ d a  tight .goremmcnt control $a that for rnrs~tofttie'~19'~ 
century sf was safm b iravol to,Auslralia as a'mvict than as a free irnmip~nf. Are 
WE: t.0 kpcat'fhc mistakes ojfihk ,kgh century? .:. . . . . . .  ......... -., . - ... 
The lessun 6f the failure of the privately-owned Pj+.~khool chain;ABC -I,euming, 
sho~vs t h ~ t  sqviws for profit are ntbjec* to the vag&cs of greed-induced speculatiori 
by rnmulti-plicmal conglomaiates. Imagine an ABC Learning'situation in zl j&l. What. 
do you do whcn a jail shutv down because the cornmy managing it has failed? 
' u ~ e  betrayal orthe prison officers equals thebctrayal ofthe prisoners. The loyd 
scrvice of the former is tfw.ted with contempt; thc ncods of the latter are ignored. 
Thinis a transparent attmgt to w!ve the s ta t s 'x . c~ t~enc f imc ia l~b l6~~  in the most . 
irrcsponsiblk +iay. 7liis is clearly a case of makit~tcinporary &ins at the price nf 
lasting sacrifices. 
Finally, we refcr you to "Australinn Labor Party (NSW Branch) 2006 - 200R Policy" 
page 87: "Labor opposes the private; conkad managanent of prisons". 

cc the NSW Premier thcHr>n A. Pazio MLC R. Young 
Assislant Sec~tary 


