
The Council of Tamworth Regional 
the Council 

The Commissioner of the NSW Rural Fire Service 
the Commissioner 

Rural Fire District Service Agreement 



This Agreement made at 437 Peel Street Tamworth on [insert date] 

Parties The Tamworth Regional Council of 437 Peel Street Tamworth in the state 
of New South Wales ("The Council") 

The Commissioner of the NSW Rural Fire Service of 15 Carter Street 
Lidcombe NSW 2141 ("The Commissioner") 

Recitals 

A. The parties have agreed to enter into a rural fire district service agreement 
pursuant to the provisions of section 12A of the Rural Fires Act 1997 (NSW). 

B. The Commissioner has agreed to exercise all of the functions imposed on the 
Council by and under the Rural Fires Act 1997 (NSW) other than those functions 
specified in clause 4.2. 

C. The Commissioner has agreed to undertake the day-to-day management of the 
rural fire services operating in the District on behalf of the Council. 

D. The Council has agreed to provide certain administrative accounting and 
maintenance services to the Commissioner and to the RFS. 

E. The Council has agreed to allow the Commissioner and the RFS to use the 
District Equipment. 

F. The Council has agreed to allow the Commissioner and the RFS to use the 
Premises. 

G. The Council and the Commissioner have agreed to establish a liaison Committee. 

H. The Council has agreed to delegate certain functions, powers and duties to 
members of the RFS. 

The parties agree 

1. Definitions 
In this agreement: 

a) Act" means the Rural Fires Act 1997 (NSW) as amended. 

b) "Delegation" means the delegation made by the Council to the District Manager, 
a copy of which is annexed to this Agreement and marked with the letter "A". 

c) "District" means the Tamworth rural fire district. 

d) "District Equipment" means the Fire Fighting Apparatus and the other vehicles 
and equipment: 

(i) owned by the State of New South Wales; 

(ii) owned by the Council; or 

(iii) vested in the Council 

and used by the Members of the Rural Fire Service operating in the District. 
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e) "District Manager" means the district manager for the District/Team. 

f) "Fire Control Officer" and "FCO" means the fire control officer appointed for the 
District by the Commissioner. 

g) "Fire Fighting Apparatus" means all vehicles, equipment and other things used 
for or in connection with, the prevention or suppression of fire or the protection of 
life or property in case of fire, by the Members of the Rural Fire Service operating 
in the District. 

h) "Liaison Committee" means the Liaison Committee established pursuant to 
clause 9 of this Agreement. 

i) "Minister" means the Minister responsible for the administration of the Act. 

j) "Premier" means the Premier of New South Wales. 

k) "Premises" means the land and buildings or parts of land and buildings specified 
in Schedule 1. 

1) "Members of the Rural Fire Service operating in the District" means the fire 
control officer for the District, the deputy fire control officers for the District, the 
other staff of the Service assigned to the District, the group officers and the 
volunteer rural fire fighters forming the rural fire brigades and groups of rural fire 
brigades in the District. 

m) "RFS" means the NSW Rural Fire Service established by the Act. 

n) "Service Standards" means the Service Standards issued by the Commissioner 
pursuant to the provisions of section 13 of the Act. 

o) "Term" means the period specified in clause 3.1 for which this Agreement is to 
continue. 

2. Interpretation 
In this Agreement: 

(a) headings are for convenience only and do not affect interpretation; and unless 
the context indicates a contrary intention; 

(b) words importing the singular include the plural and vice versa, and words 
denoting a given gender include all other genders; 

(c) the expression "person" includes an individual, the estate of an individual, a 
body politic, a corporation and a statutory or other authority or association 
(incorporated or unincorporated); 

(d) references to parties, clauses, sub-clauses, schedules, exhibits or annexures 
are references to parties, clauses, sub-clauses, schedules, exhibits and 
annexures to or of this Agreement and a reference to this Agreement includes 
any schedule, exhibit and annexure; 

(e) references to this Agreement, or any other deed, agreement, instrument or 
document shall be deemed to include references to this Agreement, or other 
deed, agreement, instrument or document as amended, novated, 
supplemented, or replaced from time to time. 
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{f) a reference to an agreement includes a representation, undertaking, deed, 
agreement or legally enforceable order or arrangement or understanding, 
whether or not in writing; 

(g) a reference to a document includes any written agreement and any certificate 
or note or other document of any kind; 

(h) references to any person or to any party to this Agreement include that 
person's or party's executors, administrators, successors and permitted 
assigns; 

(i) where any word or phrase is given a defined meaning any other part of speech 
or grammatical form in respect of that word or phrase has corresponding 
meaning; 

(j) where the day on or by which any sum is payable under this Agreement, or 
any act, matter or thing is to be done is a day other than a Business Day, that 
sum will be paid and such act, matter or thing will be done on the immediately 
preceding Business Day; 

{k) where two or more parties to this Agreement make a joint covenant, 
undertaking, representation or warranty, it will be construed to refer to and bind 
each of such parties jointly and each of them severally; 

{I) references to payments to any party to this Agreement will be construed to 
include payments to another person upon the direction of such party; 

(m) all payments to be made pursuant to this Agreement will be made by 
unendorsed bank cheque or other immediately available funds; and 

(n) reference to any legislation or to any section or provision of any legislation 
includes any statutory modification or re-enactment or any statutory provision 
substituted therefore and all ordinances, by-laws, regulations and other 
statutory documents issued there under. 

3. Commencement and Term 
3.1. Notwithstanding the date upon which this Agreement is signed the parties agree that the 

operation of the Agreement will commence on 1st July 201 0 and continue until it is 
terminated pursuant to provisions of clause 14. 

3.2. This Agreement replaces the Service Agreement between the Commissioner and the 
Council dated 24 July 2007. 

4. Commissioner to exercise Councils' Functions and manage 
the District 

4.1 This Agreement is a rural fire district service agreement under section 12A of the Act. 

4.2 The Commissioner will, in consideration of an annual fee of $1.00 payable by the 
Council: 

(a) exercise, for the Term, all of the functions imposed on the Council by or 
under the Act other than those functions specified in 
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(i) sections 7, 12A, 37(3), 60(2), 60(6), 62, 63, 64,65, 74(1)(2)(a) & 
(b),74C(3), 76, 77, 79, 95, 83(1)(a), 100E (2)(b) & (c), 100G, 100H, 
104, 109, 110, 119 (save for sub-section 119 ( 5), 120 and 126 of 
the Act; and 

(ii) Regulations 14(a), and 37 of the Rural Fires Regulation (2008): 

(b) undertake the day to day management of the RFS in the District. 

4.3 The Council will: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Data Type 

Weeds map 

Heritage sites 

(d) 

deliver a written report to the Commissioner setting out the information 
specified in sub-sections 74 (1), 74 (2) (a) & 74 (2) (b) of the Act not later 
than three months after the end of the Financial Year; 

deliver to the Commissioner any bush fire hazard complaint it receives 
within 14 days of receipt of the complaint; 

upon request, provide the RFS with the following datasets for use in 
undertaking assessments in accordance with the Bush Fire Environmental 
Assessment Code on behalf of Council: 

Format 

GlS layer if available and hard copy map if 
available 

GIS layer if available and hard copy map if 
available 

upon request, provide the RFS with the following data for use in undertaking 
assessments in accordance with the Bush Fire Environmental Assessment 
Code on behalf of Council: 

(i) property address; and 

(ii) property ownership 

This data must be provided by Council within 2 working days of a request 
being made; and 

(e) upon request, provide the RFS with a copy of any consent provisions 
imposed by the Council pursuant to clause 2. 7 of the Bush Fire 
Environmental Assessment Code, 2006. 

4.4 The Council acknowledges that, in exercising the Council's functions pursuant to this 
Agreement the Commissioner may, but is not obliged to, utilise or provide additional 
equipment or personnel in addition to the District Equipment and the Members of the 
Rural Fire Service operating in the District. 
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5. District Equipment 
5.1 The Council agrees that it will , during the Term, make available to and allow the 

Commissioner and the RFS to use the District Equipment which is owned by, vested 
in or under the control of the Council. 

5.2 The Commissioner agrees that he or she will, during the term of this Agreement, 
maintain the District Equipment on behalf of the Council in accordance with the 
applicable Service Standards. 

5.3 The RFS will maintain and supply to Council register of the District Equipment. 

6. Land and Buildings 
6.1. The Council agrees that it will, during the Term, allow the Commissioner and the RFS to 

occupy and use the Premises (being the land and buildings or parts of land and 
buildings specified in Schedule 1 ), or such other land and buildings as may be agreed 
upon in writing between the Council and the Commissioner, on the following terms and 
conditions: 

6.2. The Council grants and the Commissioner accept a licence to enter and use the 
Premises during the term of this Agreement. 

6.3. The Commissioner has: 
(a) a personal right of occupation of the Premises on the terms specified in this 

licence; 

(b) no tenancy, estate or interest in the land on which the Premises are situated. 

6.4. The legal right to possession and control over the Premises and the land upon which 
they are situated remains vested in the Council throughout the term of this Licence. 

6.5. The Council will: 
(a) not interfere with the Commissioner's use and enjoyment of the Premises 

during the Term; 

(b) pay all rates, taxes, electricity, gas, oil and water charges separately metered 
and charged to the Premises; 

(c) maintain the Premises in good repair in accordance with paragraph 6.7; and 

(d) effect and keep current at all times during the continuance of this Agreement 
the following insurances: 

(i) building insurance; and 

(ii) public risk insurance in an amount of not less than 
$20,000,000. 

6.6. The Commissioner will: 

(a) not occupy or use the Premises for any purpose other than the provision of 
rural fire services and any other purpose incidental thereto, without the prior 
consent of the Council, which shall not be unreasonably withheld or delayed; 

(b) not assign the benefit of this licence or grant any sub-licence; 
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(c) keep the Premises clean and tidy and carry out minor repairs and 
maintenance in accordance with paragraph 6.8; 

(d) comply with all statutes, regulations and ordinances regarding its use of the 
Premises; and 

(e) not deface or alter the Premises without the consent of the Council, such 
consent not to be unreasonably withheld or delayed. 

6.7. The Council will undertake all painting, maintenance and repairs of the Premises 
involving: 
(a) the roof and external structure of the Premises; 

(b) any internal or external fittings or fixtures placed by the Council; 

(c) any work that must be carried out by a licensed trades person, including, but 
not limited to: 

(i) electrical repairs and maintenance; and 

(ii) plumbing repairs and maintenance; and 

(d) maintenance and repair of any air conditioning or heating system. 

6.8. The Commissioner will undertake any painting, maintenance and repairs of the 
Premises involving: 

7. 

7.1 

7.2 

7.3 

8. 
8.1 

8.2 

(a) the ceiling and internal structure of the Premises; 

(b) any internal or external fittings or fixtures placed by the RFS; and 

(c) the lawn, garden and grounds surrounding the Premises. 

Administrative, Accounting and Maintenance Services 

The Council will, in consideration of an annual fee of $1.00 payable by the RFS to the 
Council, provide to the Commissioner and the RFS the administrative, accounting and 
maintenance services specified in Schedule 2. 

The Council or its General Manager will delegate to the District Manager the functions 
specified in Annexure "A" for the purpose of enabling the District Manager to utilise 
the Council's administrative, accounting and maintenance services. 

The District Manager will , in exercising the functions delegated to him or her pursuant 
to clause 7.2, ensure that they are exercised in accordance with the Council's policy 
and procedures. 

Finance 

The Council will, in consultation with the Commissioner, by no later than 30 
September of each year, submit to the Commissioner an estimate of probable 
expenditure for the District for the next financial year ("the Bid"). 

Following consultation with the Council, the Commissioner will, by no later than 28 
February of each year, submit to the Council: 

(a) a probable allocation of expenditure for the District for the next financial year 
("the probable allocation"); and 
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(b) a probable contribution ("the probable contribution") by the Council to the 
New South Wales Rural Fire Fighting Fund ("the Fund'?. 

8.3 In the event that the Commissioner and the Council cannot agree upon the 
contribution of the Council to the Fund within 28 days of the Commissioner delivering 
the probable allocation and probable contribution to the Council pursuant to clause 
8.2, the parties will ask the Minister to determine the Council's contribution pursuant to 
section 110 of the Act. 

8.4 The Commissioner will , following consultation with the Council, provide the Council 
with a budget forecast of the expenditure for the District for the next four years, 
commencing on 1 July 2011 , then updated annually. 

8.5 In preparing the budget forecast the Commissioner will consult with the Council in 
relation to a range of matters including: 

(a) the Council's capacity to contribute to the Fund; and 

(b) RFS and government policies with respect to: 

(i) the replacement of District Equipment; 

(ii) the District's requirements by reference to Standard of 
Fire Cover and other policies; and 

(iii) standards for fire stations and other facilities. 

8.6 The Commissioner will provide to the Council on 1 July 2011 then update annually, a 
draft 10 year capital works program for the District identifying projected capital works 
requirements by reference to RFS and government policies with respect to: 

(i) the replacement of District Equipment 

(ii) the District's requirements by reference to Standards of 
Fire Cover and other policies; and 

(iii) standards for fire stations and other facilities. 

8. 7 Where the Council provides funds for the delivery of rural fire services in the District in 
addition to its statutory contribution to the Fund the District Manager will, on behalf of 
the Commissioner, manage those funds in accordance with any relevant policies or 
directions of the Council. 

8.8 The Council acknowledges that, in exercising the Council's functions pursuant to this 
Agreement, the Commissioner: 

(a) has unrestricted access to and may expend, in the Commissioner's 
discretion, the monies received by the Council from the Fund for the 
delivery of rural fire services in the District; and 

(b) may, but is not obliged to, expend any monies in addition to those referred 
to in paragraph (a). 
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8.9 

8.10 

9. 
9.1 

The Council acknowledges that the funding for the expenditure under the 
Maintenance and Repair sections of the Fund estimates process shall continue to be 
provided on a reimbursement basis. 

The Council will provide the District Manager with a quarterly report of the amount of 
the RFS budget for the District that has been expended in a format agreed between 
the District manager and the Council. 

Liaison Committee 

The Liaison Committee will consist of six (6) members as follows: 

(a) two Councillors from the Council appointed by resolution of the Council; 

(b) the General Manager of the Council or his or her delegate; 

(c) one volunteer rural fire fighters from the District appointed by the local branch of 
the NSW Rural Fire Service Association Inc ("the RFSA"), or, in the absence of 
a local branch of the RFSA, elected in accordance with the applicable Service 
Standard; 

(d) one member of the RFS staff assigned to the District nominated by the District 
Manager and approved by the Regional Manager for the District; and 

(e) the District Manager who will be the committee's Executive Officer. 

9.2 The Commissioner, the Council and the groups or entities which appoint or elect 
members of the Liaison Committee pursuant to sub-clauses 9.1 (c) and (d) 
respectively may appoint another person to attend any meeting of the Liaison 
Committee in the event that the person they have elected pursuant to clause 9.1 is 
unable, for any reason, to attend that meeting. 

9.3 The Liaison Committee will: 

(a} monitor and periodically review the performance of this Agreement 
by the Council and the RFS; 

(b) review the following documents prepared by the District Manager 
prior to submission to and consideration by the Council: 

(i) the annual budget and business plan; and 

(ii) the quarterly financial and performance reports 

9.4 The procedures for calling meetings and the conduct of business at those meetings 
shall be determined by the Liaison Committee. 

9.5 Minutes of each meeting of the Liaison Committee must be circulated to each of the 
Council, the members of the Liaison Committee and the Commissioner within 2 weeks 
of the meeting. 

9.6 The Liaison Committee is not a committee of the Council or the RFS. 
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(i) Loss of, loss of use of, or damage to property of the RFS; or 

(ii) Personal injury (including death) or illness to any person or 
loss of, loss of use of, or damage to any property; 

arising out of or by reason of anything deliberately or negligently done or 
omitted to be done by the Council, the Council's officers or employees. 

(b) The Council's liability to indemnify the Commissioner, the RFS, its 
members and agents, is reduced proportionally to the extent that a 
malicious or negligent act or omission of the Commissioner, the RFS, its 
members and agents (other than of the Council) or a breach of this 
Agreement by the Commissioner has contributed to the injury, damage or 
loss. 

10.6 Indemnity by the Commissioner and RFS: 

(a) The Commissioner and RFS indemnifies the Council and its agents from 
and against all actions, claims, costs, losses, expenses and damages 
(including the costs of defending or settling any action or claim) in respect 
of: 

(iii) Loss of, loss of use of, or damage to property of the Council; 
or 

(iv) Personal injury (including death) or illness to any person or 
loss of, loss of use of, or damage to any property; 

arising out of or by reason of anything deliberately or negligently done or 
omitted to be done by the Commissioner, the RFS or its members. 

(b) The liability of the Commissioner and the RFS to indemnify the Council is 
reduced proportionally to the extent that a malicious or negligent act or 
omission of the Council or employees or agents (other than of the 
Commissioner or RFS) of the Council or a breach of this Agreement by the 
Council has contributed to the injury, damage or loss. 

11. Key Performance Indicators 
The Commissioner and the Council will, in carrying out their obligations under this 
agreement, endeavour to meet the Key Performance Indicators that are specified in 
Schedule 3 or agreed in writing between the Council and Commissioner from time to 
time. 

12. Reporting and Review 
12.1 The District Manager will submit a report to the Council, based on the current district 

business plan, within 6 weeks of the end of the financial year. 

12.2 The report will be tabled at the next Liaison Committee meeting. 

12.3 The District Manager will provide the Council with information that is reasonably 
required by it to comply with its reporting obligations under the Local Government Act, 
1993. 

"I 2.4 The Council will, within 30 days of the end of the financial year, provide the District 
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12.5 

13. 

13.1 

13.2 

14. 

Manager with a report of the amount expended on Maintenance and Repairs during 
the preceding financial year in a format agreed between the District Manager and the 
Council. 

The Council will enter data relating to its hazard reduction program into any reporting 
system in accordance with the policy and procedures specified by the NSW Bush Fire 
Co-ordinating Committee from time to time. 

Dispute Resolution 

The parties will use their best endeavours to avoid and resolve any disputes in 
relation to the performance of their respective obligations under this Agreement. 

In the event that the parties are still unable to resolve the matter in dispute the matter 
in dispute will be referred to the Ministers who will decide the matter. If the Ministers 
cannot resolve the matter within 21 days, the matter will be resolved by the Premier. 

Termination 
This Agreement will terminate: 

a) if either party breaches it's obligations under this Agreement and fails to 
rectify that breach within 21 days of the other party giving written notice to 
the party in default requiring that the breach be rectified; 

b) immediately upon the revocation of, or failure to renew, the delegation; 

c) immediately in the event that the Council refuses to advance monies in 
respect of maintenance of the District Equipment; or 

d) upon the expiration of six months notice in writing given by either the Council 
or the Commissioner. 

15. GST 

15.1 The parties acknowledge that the amounts set out in this Agreement as consideration 
for supplies are calculated without regard to GST. 

15.2 If any party to this Agreement ("Supplier") becomes liable to remit GST in respect of 
a taxable supply made under or in connection with this Agreement, the person to 
whom that supply is made ("Recipient") shall, in addition to any other consideration, 
which the Recipient is required to provide to the Supplier in connection with that 
taxable supply under other provisions of this Agreement, pay to the Supplier the 
amount of the Supplier's GST liability. 

15.3 The additional amounts to be paid by the Recipient under paragraph 15.2 will be 
payable at the same time as the other consideration for that taxable supply is to be 
provided in accordance with the other provisions of this Agreement. 

15.4 The Supplier will provide to the Recipient a tax invoice for each taxable supply made 
under or in connection with this Agreement at or before the time the Recipient is 
required to provide the consideration for that taxable supply. 

15.5 The parties will endeavour to minimise the impact of GST on the transactions 
contemplated by this Agreement and will provide reasonable assistance to one 
another with regard to the claiming of input tax credits in respect of taxable supplies to 

NSW Rural Fire Service 
Rural Fire District Service Agreement 
Template Version: February 2012 

Page 11 of16 



Signed as an agreement. 

The Common Seal of Tamworth Regional 
Council was affixed in pursuance of a 

-~~~s;iy ~y- .. ~cf-~tt.i.'.' .. . ~~- . -~~-e 
20 .. . . .. .. ... ,n the presence of: 

Signed by 
Shane Fitzsimmons AFSM, 
Commissioner, 
NSW Rural Fire Service 
in the presence of: 

Signature of Witness 

Name of Witness in full 

NSW Rural Fire Service 
Rural Fire District Service Agreement 
Template Version: February 2012 

Page 14 of 16 

The 
COMMO N 

SEAL 
of the 

General Manager 

Signature 



Annexure A 

Instrument of Delegation 
Tamworth Regional 

I, Paul Bennett General Manager of Tamworth Regional Council, pursuant to Section 378 (1) 
of the Local Government Act 1993, (NSW) HEREBY DELEGATE to the District Manager of the 
Tamworth rural fire district, the delegations to enable the District Manager to exercise all 
financial and administrative functions as defined in the Agreement. Such delegation to 
take effect from 1st July 2010 and to continue until termination as per Agreement Clause 14. 

by PAUL BENNETT this Signed 
day of in the presence of: 

Signature of Witness 

Name of Witness in full 
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SCHEDULE 1 

PREMISES OCCUPIED BY THE RFS 

Description Address 

Fire Control Centre 19-23 Lockheed Street, Tamworth 2340 

( co-located with the 
Tamworth Emergency 
Coordination Centre) 

Attunga Attunga Street, Attunga 2345 

Barraba 11 Maude Street, Barraba 2347 
(shared with SES) 

Bendemeer Watson's Creek Road, Bendemeer 2355 

Dungowan Nundle Road, Dungowan 2340 

Woolomin Munro Street, Woolomin 2340 

Durl Tamworth Street and Duri Street, Tamworth 2340 

Gowrie Gowrle Road, Gowrie 2340 

Hanging Rock Barry Road, Hanging Rock 2340 

Garoo  
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Registered 

Proprietor (Owner) 

Tamworth Regional Council 

Tamworth Regional Council 

Tamworth Regional Council 

Tamworth Regional Council 

Tamworth Regional Council 

Tamworth Regional Council 

Tamworth Regional Council 

Tamworth Regional Council 

Tamworth Regional Council 

 

Title Particulars (Lot & 
Plan, Volume & Folio or 
Folio Identified) 

Lot 905, DP 589924 

Lot 16, DP 728377 

Lot 11, DP 758059 

Lot 65, DP 753839 

Lot 7007, DP 1024777 

Reserve 0904 

Lot 23, DP 758368 

Lot 203, DP 39485 

Lot 414, DP 755332 

 



Hanging Rock Barry Road, Hanging Rock 2340 

Kingswood Spains Lane, Kingswood 2340 

Kootingal/Moonbi New England Highway, Kootingal 2352 

Limbri/Mulla Creek Cross Street, Limbri 2352 

Loomberah Duri-Dungowan Road, Loomberah 2340 

Manilla Station Road, Manilla 2346 
(Shared with SES) 

Piallamore Nundle Road, Dungowan 2340 

Somerton Milkmaid Street, Somerton 2340 

Tamworth City 19-23 Lockheed Street, Tamworth 

Warral Warral Road, Warral 2340 

Watsons Creek Bungendore Road, Watsons Creek 2355 

Moore Creek Upper Moore Creek Road, Moore Creek 2340 

Nundle Innes Street, Nundle 2340 

Ogunbil Dungowan Creek Road, Ogunbil 2340 

Woo lb rook 1 Daisy Street, Woolbrook 2354 

Weabonga Mitchell Street, Weabonga 2340 
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Tamworth Regional Council Lot 414, DP 755332 

Tamworth Regional Council Lot 1, DP 161820 

Tamworth Regional Council Lot 6, DP's 503750 and 
706876 

Tamworth Regional Council Lot 104, DP753837 

Tamworth Regional Council Lot 273, DP 587455 

Tamworth Regional Council Lot 7, DP1016767 & Lot 8, 
OP 1016767 

Tamworth Regional Council Lot A, DP368835 

Tamworth Regional Council DP 758910 

Tamworth Regional Council Lot 904, DP 553151 & Lot 
905, DP 589924 

Tamworth Regional Council Lot 212, DP830094 

Tamworth Regional Council Reserve No. R56116 

Tamworth Regional Council Lot 2, DP246613 

Tamworth Regional Council Lot 11, DP758798 

Tamworth Regional Council Lot 234, DP755350 

Tamworth Regional Council Lot 198, DP 753846 

Tamworth Regional Council Lot 10, Sec 2, DP759062 



SCHEDULE 2 

COUNCIL SERVICES PROVIDED TO THE RFS 

CATEGORY SERVICES PROVIDED BY WHOM BY WHEN 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Financial management (a) Provide RFS with means to Corporate and Ongoing 

monitor and report on budget Governance 
expenditure (e.g. controlled 
access to Council's Financial 
Systems) 

Purchasing (a) Provide RFS with means to Corporate and Ongoing 
utilise Council's purchasing Governance 
systems 

(b) Provide support advice regarding Regional Services As required 
Contractor selection 

(c) Petty cash management Corporate and Ongoing 
Governance 

Account keeping (a) Receipt and processing of Corporate and Ongoing 
income received Governance 

(b) GST management Corporate and Ongoing 
Governance 

{c) Accounts/ Invoices paid within Corporate and Ongoing 
Council's term reQuirement Governance 
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COUNCIL SERVICES PROVIDED TO THE RFS 

MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

Council maintenance for fixed assets (a) Maintenance, repair and Fleet Services As per agreement 
management of all premises 
listed in Schedule 1 including 
painting, maintenance and repair 
as per 6.6 and 6. 7 in accordance 
with a Service Agreement 
between Council Assets 
Management Section and the 
RFS 

(b) Assist with disposal processes Fleet Services As required 
for plant and equipment 

Capital Works provided by Council on a cost recovery basis (a) Building Capital Works Project Environmental and As per agreement 
Manaqement and advice Planninq Services 

(b) Provide land to build stations on Environmental and As required 
Planning Services 

(c) Arrange leases for all stations Environmental and As required 
Planning Services 

(d) Provide tender documents and Environmental and As required 
services for capital works Planninq Services 
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COUNCIL SERVICES PROVIDED TO THE RFS 
IT SERVICES 
Provision of IT Support (a) Maintenance, repair, replace and Corporate and Assistance provided 

disposal of Council purchased Governance within five (5) days 
and owned IT systems and 
equipment 

(b) Provide training for Council Corporate and As required 
svstems Governance 

Access to Council data (a) Datasets for use in undertaking Corporate and As per agreement 
assessments in accordance with Governance 
the Bush Fire Environmental 
Assessment Code as oer 4.3 

(b) Full consultation on all proposed Corporate and Ongoing 
Bushfire Prone Land map Governance 
changes 

(c) Rural Addressing Corporate and Ongoing 
Governance 

(d) Access to Council GIS/Mapping Corporate and As implemented 
Svstem Governance 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
Provision of environmental / technical advice on environmental issues (a) Bush fire hazard complaints Environmental and Within 14 days of 

received by Council referred to Planning Services receipt by Council 
Rural Fire Service 

(b) Take appropriate action for Environmental and As soon as is practical 
illegal fires breaching fire safety Planning Services from request for 
and environmental legislation assistance from Rural 

Fire Service 
(c) Develop Hazard Reduction Various Directorates Annually 

works schedule for Council 
manaoed assets 

(d) Report any Hazard Reduction Various Directorates As required 
proposals and works conducted 
in BRIMS 

(e) Development applications Environmental and Within 14 days of 
referred to Rural Fire Service Planning Services receipt at Council 
as reauired 
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COUNCIL SERVICES PROVIDED TO THE RFS 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
Access to secretarial services (a) Provide RFS with internal Corporate and 

Council processes and updates Governance Onaoina 
(b) Provide RFS with access to Corporate and 

Council contact directorv Governance Onaoina 
(c) Assistance from Council 

Business Support Services 
during large scale emergency Corporate and 
events on a cost recoverv basis. Governance As Required 

Access to council office equipment (a) Access to shredders, copying Corporate and 
and printina services Governance As reauired 

OTHER SERVICES 
Provision of Council Facilities (b) Access to Council Depots Fleet Services 

during normal business hours for 
refuelling & cleaning of RFS As operational 
plant and eouioment circumstances allow 

(c) Provide access to council owned Various Directorates 
land for fire training purposes by 
aareement As required 
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SERVICE DELIVERY MODEL 
District/Team/Zone Business Planning 

SERVICE AGREEMENT - SCHEDULE 3 

Review Submitted by: ............................. . .. .. .. . Review Received by: ............ ........ .......... ...... .. . 

Position: Position: 

Date: Date: 
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Postal address  

NSW Rural Fire Service 
Locked Bag 17  
GRANVILLE  NSW  2142 

Street address  
NSW Rural Fire Service 
4 Murray Rose Ave 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC PARK  NSW  2127 

 
T (02) 8741 5555 
F (02) 8741 5550 
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 

 

 
 
 
Mr Paul Bennett  
TAMWORTH REGIONAL Council 
Ray Walsh House 437 Peel Street 
Tamworth NSW 2340 

            

12/12/2023  
  

 
Dear Mr Paul Bennett 
 
2023-24 ALLOCATIONS – NSW RURAL FIRE FIGHTING FUND 
 
The Minister for Emergency Services, Hon. Jihad Dib MP, has approved allocations for the 2023-24 Rural 
Fire Fighting Fund (RFFF), which supports the volunteer rural fire brigades that protect your local 
community. 
 
Following amendments to the Rural Fires Act 1997 in 2017, the statutory contribution by relevant councils 
to the Fund is now determined by reference to the ‘rural fire brigade funding target’ defined in section 103 
of the Act. For 2023-24, the funding target is $549.383 million. 
 
As you are aware, the NSW Bushfire Inquiry examined the causes, preparation and response to the 
devastating 2019/20 bush fires. The Inquiry handed down a total of 148 recommendations and sub-
recommendations requiring implementation of discrete actions or projects. The RFS is responsible for 
implementing 87 of these. As at the end of June 2023, 64 of these had been completed, with the 
remainder in progress. The RFS is jointly responsible for implementing another three recommendations, 
all of which are in progress.  
 
NSW has experienced a string of unprecedented natural disasters and emergencies over the past four 
years, with devastating consequences for our communities and environment. The RFS has maintained a 
heightened operational tempo throughout these events, sustaining ongoing services to assist and protect 
communities around the state. This has tested the resilience and courage of our dedicated members and 
also placed a significant operational load on the organisation.  
 
Over this time, it has become increasingly clear that the RFS provides a trusted service not only as the 
lead combat agency for bush fire response and all fires in Rural Fire Districts but also in response to 
other emergencies, particularly in regional and isolated rural areas, where the RFS may be the only 
emergency service in some small towns and villages. I am proud that the Service has been able to swiftly 
and professionally expand its capabilities to encompass flood and rescue operations as well as bush fire 
response to ensure that we are providing every possible assistance to people in need. 
 
In response to both the NSW Inquiry and the Royal Commission into National Natural Disaster 
Arrangements and to support its strategic direction, the RFS has introduced 18 priority projects. These 
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