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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC AVORKS,

EAILWAY PROM TEMORA TO WYALONG,

REPORT.

TflE PiLRLIAMENTART STANDING COMMI'rTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS, appointed durin" 
tlie first Session of the present Parliament, under the Public Works Act of 
1888, 51 Vic, No. 37, the Public Works Act Amendment Act of 1889, 62 Vic.
No. 26, and the Public Works (Committees’ Remuneration) Act of 1889, B3 
Vic. No. 11, to whom was referred the duty of considering and reporting upon 
“ the c.'cpcdiency of constructing a line of railway from Temora to Wyalong,” 
have, after due inquiry, resolved that it is expedient the decision upon the 
proposed railway be deferred for six months; and, in accordance with the provision 
of sub-section IV, of clause 13, of the Public Works Act, report their resolution 
to the Legislative Assembly :—

1. The official description of the proposed line shows that the railway would D«eriptionof 
begin at the termination of the Cootamundra to Temora line, at 291 miles 63 chains
95*8 from Sydney, and that it would go thence to Barmedman and from Barmedman 
to Wyalong, a distance of 331 miles from Sydney. The total length of the line 
between Temora and Wyalong, according to the official description, would be 10 
miles; but subsequent to the description being banded in it was found that 
the length could bo reduced to 38 miles 40 chains. To witliin about 1 miles 
of Bannedmau the route of the line is oliiefly along the side of the main road. It 
passes on the west side of the township, and then proceeds almost direct, mainly 
along the public road to AVyalong. For nearly the whole distance the country is 
fiat, and no expensive cEgincering works arc necessary. The steepest grade is 
1 in 100.

2. The estimated total cost of the railway is £101,430, or £2,707 per mile, 
exclusive of the cost of land and compensation.

3. At the commencement of their inquiry the Committee found that the avail- The Commit- 
able information concerning the proposed line was not complete. This was due to the inquiry, 
proposed work having been somewhat hastily submitted to the Ijcgislative Assembly
in the desire to assist as quickly as possil)le the large population which at the time had 
assembled on the Wyalong gold-field. The line had some time before been surveyed 
as far as Barmedman in connection with a project for establishing railway com
munication with the Lachlan River districts, hut, up to the time of the reference of 
the work to the Committee, no survey beyond Barmedman, in tlie direction of 
W^yalong, had been made, and no report had been obtained from the Raihvay 
Commissioners upon the tinffic prospects and expenses of the proposed extension.
Desirous, however, of proeceding with the inquiry as c.xpcditiously as possible^ the 
Committee examined the Under Secretary for Pul)lic Works, the Engiiieer-in-Chief 
for Railway Construction, the Chief Draftsman of the Department of Lands, and tlic 
Chief Inspector of Mines; and also appointed a Sectional Committee to inspect t lie 
route nronosed for the raihvav and to take (wideiiee iii the district. Subsequently

^ ^ '• they
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tliev examined Mr. ilcLachlan, Secretary to the Railway Commissioners; Mr. Ilarper,

Sectiooftl

tuqoifT*

CommiMioa* 
€T$* Bfport.

innuirv the Committee nave ncia six mecuiiKs ...........-
In addition to this, the Sectional Committee's inquiry comprised five ““‘‘"S®. 
which the eridence of thirty-one witnesses was taken; and every elfort lias been
made to procure complete information upon the project. By the 
'SXt. Harper, the Committee obtained valuable information with regard to the traflic 
prospects on the proposed line of i-aihvay, and the data supplied by him will be 
found in the appendix to his evidence. The question of light and cheap railuajs, 
referred to in the report of the Railway Commissioners as pioneer railways, 
received considerahlc attention, and in this connection tlie Committee examined 
Mr, Shellshear (Divisional Engineer of the Railway Department at Gonlburn), who 
recentlv visited America to inquire into matters of general railway construction, as 
to the mode adopted in the United States of constructing light and cheap lines. 
In endeavouring to arrive at a proper conclusion with regard to this proposed work 
particular attention was also given hy the Committee to the probable pennanency 
of IVvalong as a gold-field, and upon this point ilr. Pittman, Government Geologist, 
who recently visited the district, was examined, and a copy of bis report to the 
Department of Mines is attached to the evidence.

4. The Sectional Committee, who were accompanied hy a surveyor of the 
Railway Construction Branch of the Department of Public M orks, made a careful 
inspection and inquiry. At Barmedman, M yalong, and Temora witnesses, including 
some from Hillston and Cargellico, were examined. The Sectional Committee were 
of opinion that under existing circumstances it would be prcmatui-e to construct a 
raihvay simply to serve Wyalong, but having regard to the facility with which, 
from an engineering point of view, the projxiscd line could be constructed, they felt 
“ justified in recoinineiiding its construction, if viewed as a section of a main line to 
the Lachlan at Hillston, via Cargellico,” but at the same time they considered 
“ that the question of ultimate extension to the Lachlan should first bo decided.” 
L’nless it should be the settled policy of the country to extend the Cootamundra- 
Temora branch to the Lachlan, the Committee felt they would not be justified in 
I’ecommeuding the immediate adoption of the proposal under consideration.

5. The report of the Railway Commissioners, received hy the Committee very 
late in their inquiry, is not favourable to the immediate construction of the proposed 
railway. In their estimate the Railway Commissioners do not adopt the figures supplied 
hy the Department of Public AVorks, hut a cost estimated hy themselves, based upon a 
suggestion for the construction of cheap pioneer lines made hy them to the ^Minister 
for Works in 1892. The estimated cost of construction put before the Committee hy the 
Engineer-in-Cliief for Railway Construction was £104,430; the estimated cost stated 
in the Railway Commissioners’ report is £85,000. Taking this estimate of cost, the 
annual interest at 4 per cent, would be £3,400, and tlie cost of working £3,550, 
(viz.:—tralfic expenses £800; permanent-way expenses, £2,000; and locoinotivo 
expenses, £750—total £6,950 per annum). Itegarding the probable revenue from 
the line, the Commissioners say nothing definite can he stated. “ In railway 
construction,” the report says, “ the proposal, from a traffic point of view, is unique, 
as the future entirely depends ui>on the permanency of the gold-field at Wyalong, 
wliich it is understood is the basis of the extension. There is country adapted for 
agricultural purposes around Wyalong and cn route thereto, hut there is no present 
necessity for providing it with railway communication while there arc large areas 
suitable for the purpose contiguous to existing lines available.” The present popu
lation of Wyalong the Commissioners do not regard as permanent; but basing an 
estimate of traffic “on the assumption that there will be a permanent settlement at 
Wyalong to the extent that now exists at Temora—about 1,800”—the value of 
the annual revenue from the railway would not exceed £2,800, leaving an annual 
deficiency of £1,160. Considering the “great uncertainty of the future of Wyalong,” 
the Commissioners recommend that the proposal to construct the raihvay he “deferred 
for six months, or until such time as there can he no reasonable doubt as to the 
future of the place.”

6.



r>. Prominf'ut amonff the various points in the inquiry to wliich special The eT»denc«
. 1 i. • " in the inn nirr*consideration was t^iven, were:— ^ ^

(1) The proposal viewed as a portion of a future extension to Ilillston, vid 
Barmedman and Cargellico.

(2) The most suitable route hy wliich to tap the Lachlan Valley.
(3) The permanence of the field, and its future population.
(4) The traffic prospects between Temora and Wyalong, as a present terminus.
(5) Whether the requirements of the population demanded the immediate con

struction of the proposed line.

A perusal of the evidence given hy the Under Secretary for Public Works 
shows that prior to the discovery of gold at Wyalong, a survey had been made 
from Temora to Barmedman, the Department having in view a popihle extension of 
the raihvay from Temora, via Barmedman and Cargellico, to Hillston, as the best 
route, hy which to reach the Lachlan Valley, the desirableness of this route being to a 
great extent emphasised by tbo subsequent influx of a large number of people to 
Wyalong. Another possible route suggested to the Committe in the course of tlieiu 
inquiry was one by wav of Porbes and thence to Hillston, and on the whole the 
evidence indicated this as the better route of the two. The evidence given on 
this point tends to show that the former route could only be justified hy the town
ship of Wv along becoming a permanent and successful field, and not on account 
of the actual traffic which might reasonably be expected. The Committee, however,
■while directing particular attention to the proposal submitted to them hy the Legis
lative Assemblv, found it also necessary to consider the question in view of the 
traffic -udiich niight ho expected from either of the routes mentioned. It was 
elicited that although good land for agricultural purposes existed in the country to 
the north-west of Wvalong, large areas contiguous to the femora line remained 
uncultivated. In his evidence on this point, the Secretary to the Railway 
Commissioners says, “the country between Wyalong and Hillston is now used 
entirely for pastoral purposes and the traffic from that district comes to the 
railway now, so that no new traffic -would he developed hy the extension of the
proposed line.”

7 The evidence obtained from witnesses competent to express a reliable xh« 
opinion on the permanency of tlie gold-field pointed to the likelihocl of the population 
bein" reduced unless further developments were made in the near tulurc. ine the field, 
evidence of experienced miners the Sectional Committee’s Report states—“ con
firms the opinion freely expressed by local residents, and endorsed by the Chiet 
Inspector of Mines, that even should no further discoveries he made, rcmuneratiyc 
cmplovment will be found for upwards of 1,500 people for a considerable time to 
come.” Additional evidence upon which to base some reasonable estmate of the 
future prospects of the field was furnished in a report made by the Government 
Geologist, who after an exhaustive examination of tlie various claims already m 
existence and the country in the immediate vicinity, gave it as his opinion that the 
present prospects of the field were exceedingly favourable, but at the same time he 
pointed out that there was little doubt that mining operations would be more difficult
im\ expensive as a greater depth was attained, as harder granitic formations would
probably be reached.

8 In arriving at a conclusion with regard to the proposal submitted to them, 
the Commhtee have had due regard to the important interests involved There are 
reasonable grounds for assuming that the construction of railway to along 
would be followed hy a fair amount of agricultural settlement, and the Committee

Horn Sitamundra to Temora, which has paid, since its opening working expenses 
and over 3^ per cent, towards interest; but the evidence furnished by competent 
witnesses while favourable to the prospects of M yalong, is not couclusne as to 
the pcrra’nnency of tlic field, the general opimon hoing
ment takes place it could only support a population of about l.oOO persons. Ihcrt



lias also been the question as to which route the extension to Hillston should take, 
and this, too, must, in the opinion of the Committee, depend largely upon the future 
of Wyalong. Under all the circumstances, the Committee arc of opinion that the 
further consideration of the projected railway should he deferred as sho^ in le 
following extract from the Minutes of Proceedings of the meeting held on iuesday,
22 May, 1894

Jtr. Trickott mored,—“ That the Committee proceed to consider the evidence on the pronosed 
Kailway from Temora to Wjalong.with a view to reporting on the subject to the Legislative
Awetnbly/’

The motion wan seconded by ^fr. Davies, and passed.
sir. Tricbett moved,—“ That, in the opinion of the Commitleo, it is not expedient the P^op^ 

Hailway from Temora to Wyalong, as referred to the Committee by the Legislative
Assembly, be carried out.”

Mr. Collins seconded the motion.
Mr. Humphery moved,—” Tliat the motion be amended by the omission of the word ‘ not.’ ”
Tho amendment was passed on the following division upon the question,—“ That the word pro

posed to be omitted stand part of the motion” :—

Ayes, 5.
Mr. Garrard, 
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr, Tricbett, 
Mr. McCourt, 
Mr. Collins.

Noes, 7.
Mr. Suttor,
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Davies,
Mr. Wall,
Mr. Neild,
Mr. O’Sullivan, 
blr. Dawson.

Mr. Humphery moved,—” Thai the motion bo further amended by the insertion of the words 
* that the decision upon' after the word ‘ expedient.’ ”

The amendment was passed on the following division upon the question,—” That the words pro
posed to be inserted be so inserted ”:— ,

Noes, 2.
Mr. Davies,
Mr. O’Sullivan.

Ayes, 9.
Mr. Garrard,
Mr. Suttor,
Mr. Hoskins,
Mr. Humphery,
Mr. Tricbett,
Mr. Wall,
Mr. McCourt,
Mr. Neild,
Mr. Collins.

Mr. Humphery moved,—“ That tho motion be further amended by the omission of the words 
‘ carried out.’"

The amendment was passed on the following division upon the question,—“That the words pro
posed to be omitted stand part of the motion”:—

Ayes, 2.
Mr. Davies,
Mr. O’SulUvan.

Noes, 9.
Mr. Garrard, 
Mr. Suttor,
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Tricbett, 
Mr. Wall,
Mr. McCourt, 
Mr. Neild,
Mr. Collins.

Mr. Humphery moved,—“That the motion be further amended by the addition of the words 
‘deferred for six months.' ”

The amendment was passed on the following division upon tho question,—“That tho words pro- 
p<»cd to be addm be so added.”

Ayes, 9. Noes, 2.
Mr. (Tarmrd, Mr. Davies,
Mr. Suttor, Mr. O’Sullivan.
Mr. Hoskins,
Mr. Humphery,
Mr. Tricbett,
Mr. Wall,
Mr. McCourt,
Mr. Neild.
Mr. Collins.

The
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The motion as amended,—That in the opinion of the Committee it is expedient that the decision 
upon the proposed railway from Temora to Wyalong, as referred to the Committee by the 
Legislatire Assembly, be deferred for six months,” was passed on the following dirision:—

Ayes, 9. i Noes, 2.
Mr. Garrard, Mr. Davies,
Mr. Suttor,
Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. Humphery, 
Mr. Trickett, 
Mr. WaU,
Mr. McCourt, 
Mr. Neild,
Mr. Collins.

Mr. O’Sullivan.

J. GARRARD,
Chairman.

Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,
Sydney, 28 May, 1891.



PARLIAMENTAEY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
AVOEKS.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE,

WYALONG,

MONDAY, 9 APRIL, 1894.

5r£0cnt:—
JACOD GARRABD, Esq. (CnAiEKA^).

The Hon. William IIoet Scttor. Thomas Ti^MeoH Ewisa,
The lion. .Tames Hoskins. William Ciuhdos Wall, Esq.
Tho Hon. Frederick Thomas Humphert. John Cash Neild, E-sq.
The Hon. John Davies, C.M.G. CiiARLEs^CoLLiNS^Esq.
The Hon. William Joseph Trickett. Henrt Dawson, Esq.

The Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Temora to Wyalong.

Joseph Barling, Esq., Under Secretary, Department of Public Works, sworn, and eiamincd:—
1 Chairman^ You propose to make a statement to the Committee concerning the proposed work which J- 
L been refcLd^^^ the Legislatiye Assembly? Yes; the proposal betore tfie d’ommittee ww so
referred by Parliament on the 29th March, the following being tbe teras of 9 April, ISM.
referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works to con^der 
eYnedien^ of constructing a line of railway from Temora to Y\ yalong.” early history of this
nronosal is involved in that of the extension of tho railway from Cootamundra to Temora, w that I need 
liot^efer to it in any detail. Taking Hillston as tho terminal point for the present, four different routes 
ha!e been ad^^ In speaking of Hillston as the terminal ^mt. I do so for the purposes of the 

• T AWrt oKnilf fA I cannot sav it lias been absolutely determined by the ilinister that
comparison l am ab • ,y , A jinigton, because there is another proposal extending
Se of the iachlan. But the discove^ of gold at Wyalong
has wme La suiprise upon the Department, far as 've can see at present the connection with
mirton wm nrZbly be «,a AVyalong. 1st. From Coolaman. This of cou^ must be at once put wide, as 
the startinc m^int has already lien fixed at Cootamundra, and extended 38f miles to

Ja^ntirfilvdisDOsed of. 2nd. The extension from Temora I'loMandamah, leaving out BarmediMn,
^ i^+ f rnntfl to Hillston 3rd The extension to Hillston via Barmedman, and thence m a

be adoDted is now'in all probability set at rest by the discovery of aunferous deposits in the
„ei.hbo>ood of ?L “ of d'elfuadrMeSiiri?

"fourth or Lake 'cargellifo route. Independently, however, of the reaeon I have referred t^ 

vir the discovery of gold deposits, there are others in favour of the Lake Cargellico
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J. Biirling, instead of going on to UilUton. -With regard to 1>,o rhnractcr of tlio country and its
settlement:I hare obtaine<l a report from Mr. -McKinney, the Jatint ~
which, as it hears directly on the subject before tho Committee,! mil read. It is dated tho 3rd instant.

9 ApriL 180A * _ _ .Tkmora to La kb CAROit.i.H'a
O folcgi^l forma tion.

From Temora to Lake CargelUco. i. a distance of about 90 miles In a direct lino. For fully f
country is ceidogically «f sdurian formation, with extensive outcrops of eruptive rock. the greater i»rt of the
SmsSSng Sunee. .id extending to Lake CargelKco, Tortiary de|H».it. found. QuarU-vems are met with at Uke 
Car^Uico, and it was at one time believed that there was a promising gold-rield there.

Soil.
Throuehont hy far the greater part of the entire distance from Temora to Lake C^rgolliw the soil is a rich 

chocolate loam covered as a with a dense growth of scrub. Tho valuable nature of this l^d is sliown hy the 
great progress of settlement throughout tlie district m recent years. The resumed aiw
lan» extent been taken up by selectors. For insUnce. iu the <*sc of the Hiawatha Kun alone, an area of more tlmn 
IKOOO s^iS thus alie^atcS within a period of eighteen months The qu^ity of the ««l as to ^nouUur.l production 
has been tested thoroughly, and it has l«on proved that the sod is highly suitalvlo for wheat ami oilier crops.

I>^lopmetfi ifiha ditfrM Ittf
lake Cargellico is now a permanent source of water supply, and as the lake proper h“ area J"®” 

aerea. Md much of the soil in its neighbourhood is well suited for irrigation, considerable development of the capabilities of 
thHoil hy tiiis means msy be look©.! for. Xeah the river Uchlan the soil is nch grey al uvium. sufficiently muform m a 
™lc to r«.u^ Ihtlc or no grailing. The snccew of the Willaiidra Weir, which, besides diverting a large supply of water 
into theTvillandra BillaboM, holds back tho water in the river I.achlan to a dietanoe of about 14 rmlcs, siiows what can be
done ST^e wSr 3 colm^g the water, of the river Lachlan, ami making them available ‘"'If;;*;®"- J^Lr irtho 
tha soil ia excentionallv great, but this very feature makes the bush tracks almost impassable in wet weather. In riio 
IhS^re of S^y 3n?nfunication the prodictiveness of the soil and the comparative abundance of water can be availed
of only to a limited extent, jj ^ ^hief Engineer.

As tho 5Imiater informed Parliament, when Bubmittins the resolution to refer the propoaed line to tlim
Committee, I saw Mr. -\Varden Sloe, and I ehould like to read the few remarks made hy that gontleman 
on the Bubjeot:—
Tmr propose.1 route i* almost a level between Temora and Wyalong. No engineering skill or bridges required, with the
exception of a few culvert*, „ . w 11 i

The lauil will tap a \nm area of auriferous country as well aa agricultural lanfla.At preeent the twpula^ it about 1^,000. hut ha thinks (tay> about l.WO would ^
Narerthclw there are great poesibilitiea of alluvial ground being ditoorered within a few miles ot Wyalong in a aoutherly
and northerly direction. . . . , t>-Of conrse the fntnre extension of the line would certainly tap the lAohlsn Rirer.

He is of opinion that sooner or later a large mining and agricnltural population will inhabit these psrts. ^
The permanency of the field will greatly depend on further development. His pnvate opinion is that reo.s at a

greater depth will be fonnd too smalL
He oonsiders that tho line would tap an area of 20 miles on each Bide. .
There is very little agricnltnral Und at Wyalong, but there is really vem- fine land ^me little distance away-m 

fact, good country extends all the way to Mount Hope in the one direction, and Hillston in tho other.
“ Mr. Slee feels confident that in the Wyalong district alluvial diggings will also be discovered. This is simply a part 

of a large auriferous country, and he thinks at any moment very much bettor reefs may Iw struck.
The average return of gold is at present alxmt 2 ox. to tho ton. , , . . • .
There ar^bout thirty claims which have struck payable stuff, gi>nng an average of six men to each claim, which

means that 180 men are making wages now, and the others are just proajxscting over the ground. _
There are at least 1,000 at tho present moment engaged prospecting, with every hope that something better will soon

Gold hu been struck over an area of 6 miles in length by 2 miles in width, and Mr. Slee considers there is an 
anriferons area of at least 30 miles in length by 10 miles in width, extending from Wyalong to Hillston, in which alluvial
and reef gold may be struck at any moment. , , , x, 3- * • xi. ^ •

Agrimltvral nrw;*r/s.—There is a large area fit for wheat-growing extending over the whole of the distnct; that is 
•, right on to Hillston, for at least 20 miloe on each side.
Wyalong may be considered to be as the roof, as it were, of the dividing water-shed between the Mumimbidgeeand 

Lachlan Kivers.
Of course, the evidence of Mr. Slee will be available, bo I need not cnlarj^e on his statements. I also 
hand in a map prepared by Mr. Saunders, the Chief Drauehtsman of the Lands Department, which shows 
the land, starting 5 miles from Temora, and situated 2U miles on either side of the propoeed line, and 
20 miles to tho north of the terminal point. Tho particulars are as follows: Freehold land, 112,750 
acres; conditional purchases and conditional leases, 442,120 acres; reserved land, 260,750 acres; 
remaining Crown land, 451,100 acres; or in other words, of the whole area affected, 5(5 per cent, is 
Crown lauds. The areas given are approximate. This map also shows that, with tho exception of a little 
land at Temora, practically no land will have to bo resumed for the entire length of the lino from Temora 
to Wyalong, so that tho ijuestion of land compensation may be entirely put aside. I hare also obtained 
from Mr. Hickson a detailed cetimate, giving the approximate cost of the construction of a road from 
Temora to Wyalong. The estimate is £69,100, and in the rewrt Mr. Hickson says: “The country is 
very flat, so that draining on both side* will be necessary for the greater part of tho distance.” We have 
allowed a double track. Tho formation will be 20 feet, and tho metalled portion 18 feet wide. The 
width of a single track roadway will give 12 feet of metal. It should here he noted that wliile this 
expenditure of £69,100 would produce no revenue, the construction of a railway, a greatly superior 
means of communication, would oe at onco revenue-producing. Mr. Kus8ell,the Government Astronomer, 
has kindly supplied me with particulars of the rainfall, as noted at stations in the district affected by the 
proposed line. They are as follows :—
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1 will now give the oiGcial dei^crijition of tho projKjacd lino, which in dated 29th March ;—
ITio lin® beginn at the termination of the Cootarmnulra to Temora line, at 201 miles 63 chains 05’8 from t^^Joey* and 

passes tliroogh tho town common at 203 miles 30 chains x ihenoo it will occuiiv a portion of the road to Barmedman q ^pril 1804, 
lip to 30i) miles 10 chains, where it diverges from it to avoid rising ground. Mrmeilmao Creek is cre^d at 310 miles 63 
ch^iiins« Crown land l>eiug traverBs^l up to 311 miles 70 chains, where Barmedman Town Common is entered To get a 
Riiitahlo site for the station tho line bonds wcstwanl, and paiwes through the unalicnstod township sections Noe. 21, II,
10, and 1 tucccssiv(dy. From thonco it strikes generally in a direct line for Wyalong at abemt 331 miles.

A
dcUiltHl
light, and except at the south-west corner of l^miodmaa township, where a mo<l€rate cutting is ehconaterwl, andoncothCT 
of shallow depth, it will also be a surface line. Three thooaand pounds a mile should he sulheient for this portion, and the 
estimate, when the full information is to hand, will probably be lees. The grades will be wy.

Tliis survey is a portion of the llsnnedman to Hillston, cia Lake Cargellico, now being surveyed. .i i #
Tho length of this Hue is about 40 miles, and tho further extension to Dike Cargellico is 66 miles, while that from 

Lake Cargellico to Hillston is 53 miles.
The total estimated cost is £110,000 to Wyalong.* ^ -i l i.
With regard t^> the survey of tho line, tho portion between Temora and Barmedman, a distance of tBJ miles, has been

survey Oil 9
A lino between Barmedman and Wyalong has also l>een surveyed to within 10 miles of the latter p}w:c, and in about 

another week the whole lino to Wyalong will be marke^l out, but this will, of course, be subject to modification.
It will bo observed by looking at a map of tho Colony, that the line now proposed admirably spaces the country as 

between the I^hlan River and the Junee-Hay extension. The nearest folni from Wyalong to the line of the rorbee to 
Wtlconnift survey is 48 milea, and to the nearest point on tho Janco*Hay line, 64 miles« As it may perhaps be useful to 
the Committee, I will give a table of the distances in connection with the propoeed line. They are as follows;—

Miles.
Sydney to Cootamundra.....................................................................................................................
Co<jtamundra to Temora..................... .......................................................................................... .
Temora to Barmedman .....................................................................................................................

Wyalong to Hillston, via CargolHco....................................................................................................
Forbee to Wyalong ............................................ ............................................................................... ^
Wyalong to the nearest point on tho Forbes to Wilwumia....................... ........................................ ^
Wyalong to the nearest point on the Junes lino............... .......................................................... ....... ^
Forl)S8 to I-ake Cargellico and Hillston.............................................................................................
Sydney to Wyalong............................................................................................................................ ^}*
Wyalong to Melbourne ......................................................................... -.........................................

I am also to say that tlio Minister oontemplates that tho construction of tho line shall^ be subject to the 
betterment principle, and that ho hopes before tbo present Sewiion is over the Bill giving effect thereto 
will have passed into law. I have one or two memoranda with reganl to the subject of the ^heat crop, 
which may bo of some interest to tho Committee. Mr. Coghlan has kindly given me some information 
on tho subject. I have a letter fn>m Mr. C. Wood Davis, a well-known economic writer in America, 
addressed to Mr. Coghlan, in wdiich he deals with the wheat ct<^ of the world, and which has a rather
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asia 18 only ousuuis. m iHrcuiuiii^ ^ ----------- - -
exceeded a little ninco then. That would only give li j>cr cent, of tho whole wheat production ot the 
world. 1 mention this to show bow very little our production at present affects the market of tho 
world. I find also that about 2(H),000,000 bushels are required by the importing countries of Europe, 
and it is an acknowledged f40ct that in the United States the growth of tho population is proportionately 
greater than tho incroaso of the area sown of this cereal. In Russia and Central Europe the consumption 
of wheat is also increasing. Of course it is well known that America is the great wheat-OToducing 
country of tho world. ()f the 2,249,U00,(X)0 bushels of wheat produced I sec the United States production is 
108,000,000 buijbele. Tbo letter of Mr. C. Wood Davis, reads as follows

Mv Bear Sir ' Peotona, Kauaaa, U.S.A, 24 February, 18M.
Permit me to thank you for copy of the Wealth Md Proyrtu of Hw South you wot lo kind as to send iw-

Enclosed I beg leave to han j you a recent communication to the }fe\e York Suuy m which the movement of 
tion is shown hy the increase in the number of farms during the lost forty-^ree years. I have long desired to make this 
showing, but the Census figures relating to fann increase during the ninth decade arc but now available.

1 think this will interest you, as it shows the complete exhaustion of the arable portion of the public domain, and that 
the United States will soon have all it con do to auppV food and fibre for ita own people; hence vUl cease 
with AuetniUutia in supplyiwj (he wants of other peoples, and thus leave a tnder fields tfuU ensures htyh pnetSy to the other
exjforiintj coatUries. 

hereafter

and commercial aoiiressiou le uu« w s,tiv *«» vicoueluaion, as it affecta alike freetr*de, protected and gold and silver uamg coi^tnes. ^\hat else could resalt from

Yours tnily,
C. WOOD DAVIS.

abnormally low prices when half the labour of civilised people is employed in agriculture

T. A. Coghlan, hlsq., Govenmicnt SUtisticiap, Sydney, New South Wales.
I tWDk that shows that tlie wheat industry is exceedingly promising m this counti7. I am weH »waro 
that at tho present time the price of wheat is lower than it has been for something like two contunea, but 
tho prospects show that there is every hope that the wheat industry here will improve and become one of 

most promising industries. Tlie following is from the Sun of 10th September, 1893our

r lAmiB will OCip vo aeep cvciji ^ ---^ ----. ....... .
enii.lovcd • hbardinu will cease, confidence will bo restored, money Ixfcome abundant, and m era of prosperity will molt 
from the operation*of that natural law which is tho ultimate arbiter m detenmning the price of nearly every product
of labour.

mo,-too acres, or nearly 40 per cent, increase. That is as far as tho land is concerned. But as

• Not* (ou revision) Mr. Deane’s icTiscd estimate is £104:,429 10s. 8d.



J. Burling, the wheat production ia concerned, thouph the 15 pe^ cou^. greater.

^ ^:z'^ izz. .c.. ..^u s/po. e„.t, ..hiod
“ given UB a return of the cort of couBtrueting a road frou. Temora to Wyalong P

a“Do JOU know that there ia a very large field Voney wM“e“ipIffl°on’th^
n‘:i'a:.!:rS r/k“ wTer^^rrarwl'SldTotLrea.>!lHing like that

TtU DlprSutSea that thi. i. an undulating country compoBed Wy3?ng P Yea.
6. Thi. ea^mate i. to con.truet a metal road, the ^ole ” ■A''®/ road for tho
thS: rult t reSir'o con.tmct . mad at that coat, unle.a the

7Ca®u?fa Jhlng^effirTu the Colony before in eonnection with any gold-field which haa been

rwlLrlth^rtro^m^foro.

that it is intended to carry on the work P It all depends, ot course upo ^ ^ permanent
!ir. sag
tS'SkSs itK" js.? b”r4 gs ..do. ™.. ™,«—1«

fo. Takelhe mid from Temora to Cootamundra, which ha. been naod for many year., haa that amount 

of money been expended upon it? I should thnk not. argument, that if we do
iot constoic't the midway we“hS hX to construct an expensive road. Of course, that will depend very

of the Roads Department a .port show^g the aetual urgent exp- 
diture required at the present time on the road to make it trafficableP les. 1 think 1 have a rep
now. The Minister has granted a sum of £500 at the present moment. „ni a snecial
13 Are we to infer from the report submitted to us that the construction of this line wil cause a sp^ a 
JLfopment of thrXit iudu^stry in that particular part of the country? I shouM Jiuk it would
stimulL the production of wheat there, but the mam argumeut at present 5^ ^^4^.
opening up of the gold-field. That, in conjunction with the probable extra supplj of w heat, haa ueter
mined the Minister in submitting the line for investigation. ni*nv5dfl facilities to
U. Then we are to take it that the urgency of the construction of the bne is J^Xtion?
Wyalong, in consequence of the opening up of the field, and not for the purpose of whe^ Pf,„4^4 
I live not the smilest doubt that this Une would, in course of time, been have recommended purely from

15. ̂  wuraMCus^onrof the prospective advantages, but that is not one of the reasons for the con-

16. ''Do°you^ knoi^hethiVit^rpioiiosed to increase the price of land adjacent to the
done in other cases where railwiys Save been constructed ? That is a matter for the ^“^*;Dep“tmeut 
but I may mention that immediately on the line being brought before the House, by the direction of the 
Secretary for Public Works, I addressed this note to Mr. Houston :

\ie Dcpartmcut of Pablic Works, 30 March, 1894.
^ Mr?Lyne irisbes mo to wk you to move Mr. Copeland to ^rve at once a mile on side of 

line between Temora and Wyalong. The matter is very ur«nt indeed, in view of the resolution arrived at by the Assembly 
last niffht to refer the proposed work to the Public Works Committee tor mvwtigation.

will you oblige Mr. Lyne by bringing this under Mr. Copeland's attention immediately?
W. Houston, Esq., Under Secretary for Lands. BARLING.

This is the reply :—
Sir,
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railway 
exists

Department of Lands, sSydney, 3 April, 1894.
’ With reference to your letter of the 30th ultimo, urging that a mile on ewh aide of the ?*

y, Temora to Wyalong,^be reserved, I am directed by the Secretary for L^ds to mform yon that * 
within one mile on eaich aide of the Une from Temora to Barmedman, and the hue from Barmed^n ^ J®

almoat wholly within leasehold arena, ^e8e^^-ation of which is at present unnec^ry. The C rown land in the immediate 
vicinity of Wyalong has been reserved from conditional purchase for gold-mming pur^>o^.

\VM. HOUSTON,
Under Secretary

The Under Secretary for PnbUc Works. (i»er R.H.D.)
17. Has any request been made to the Lands Department to reserve land within 20 miles of the
line? No. . , ..a .
18. With regard to the suggestion or request of the Under Secretary for Lands to reserve land within a
nule, 18 not that the usual request preferred on the initiation of any line ? Yea; it ib done, I think, as an
extra precaution. ^ ^ *.
19- And is not the object of that special reaerration on each side of the line iu order that the G-overument 
may realise a greater price for it? Undoubtedly; but with tho Bettqnnent Bill before tho House I do 
not think the importance of the reservation is as great as it was before, because we shall bo able to tax 
any alienated lands, proyided the Bill ia carried. ^ -
20. Hpeaking of those reservatione—they exist in regard to most of the lines which have been constructed r
I think BO. • I u 4.
21, Are you aware that this, instead of promoting settlement, has had a tendency to prevent it;—has that 
been brought under the notice of your department? I think it has; but, as 1 said before, I think the 
introduction of the betterment principle will take away^ from the argument against our reserving binds, 
because if tho Bill were passed it woidd, I think, be quite safe to sell the lands.



MI5UTB8 OP EVIDEHCB—BlILWAT PBOM TEMORA, TO WTALOKO.

22. You atato that the object of reuerring tho laud U to obtain a higher price for it in consequence of J- Barling, 
tho railway facilitiea afforded, and the object of the betterment principle jb to throw 75 per cent, of the
coat of construction on tho people who take tho land ;—if they do not take it under present circumstancea 
without the betterment principle being in existence, ia it likely that they will take it for settlement when • •
they have to pay 75 per cent, of tho coat of conatruction ? SeTonty-fire per cent, is tho maximum. I do 
not know what pcrcontago will be fixed.
23. Is it intendwl to eatabliah y)ecial rates along this line ;—is that a matter which rests entirely with
tho Commissioners, or has tho Department considered it? We have nothing to do with special rates; 
we do not take them into consideration at all. .
21. Then you rely on the Department being recouped for any losses which may be entailed in connection 
with tho construction of tho lino by the adoption of tho betterment principle along with tho special rate?
I may mention a fact which occurred in connection with tho Glen Innes to Inverell line, that the resolution 
was paaaod by Parliament with the provision that tho betterment principle should apply, and that special 
local rates should bo levied until tho line paid working expenses. _
25. Apart from the recent discovery of gold at Wyalong, did the Department regard the proposed line as 
an immediately important work ? I should not like to say it would not have been taken up now if there 
had been no gold discovered. The survoya we have made from Barmedman to Hillston show that we 
have thought the construction of the line to be of sufficient importance to justify a survey being made.
26. Have you any idea of tbo present settlement in and arouiKi Hillston? No. I have the population 
apart from the extraordinary population which haa recently ariaen. At Temora the population is 916, at 
Barmo<lman, 176. I should aay that it is leas at Hillston, but the total population or the whole county of 
Bland is 4,671. That, of course, was before the gold rush took place.
27. Can you tell us whether the Temora line is paying? I have asked that question, but I have not 
received an answer yet.
28. What was the cost of the Temora line pot mile when completed ? About £4,000; but the country 
to Wyalong will be very much easier. Again, I do not think it is proposal to fence the line between 
Temora and Wyalong, whereas the Cootamundra to Temora line is fenced.
29. Mr. Davies^ I understand you to say that the whole of the lands through which the line will pass 
will bo Crown or leased lands ? Yes.
30. So that there can be no claim for compensation? There will be just a little at Temora.
31. Would the leaseholders be entitled to some compensation for severance ? I do not think so. In this 
case it is all reserved land. There will be no compensation of any kind. There will bo no charge or cost 
incurred for tho resumption of land.
32. What is tho total estimated coat of the line? £110,000 for 40 miles of line from Temora to Wyalong.
33. Tho Crown lands will be much increased in value by tho construction of the line? There is no doubt 
about that.
34. Is it intended that the trains over the line shall run at the ordinaij speed or at a reduced speed?
We shall have 60 lb. rails on the line. TYe do not propose to fence it. Certainly if the trains run at 
night they would have to do so at a reduced speed.
36. Can plenty of sleepers bo obtained ? Yes.
36. Will the line be of the same gauge as the existing line to Temora ? Yes.

Henry Deane, Esq., M.I.C.E., Engineer-in-Chief, Railway Construction Branch, Department of Public
Works, sworn, and examined:—

37 Chairman ] Do you propose to make a detailed statement as to the line before the Committee proceed h. Deane, 
to examine you ? I have already made a report, which I think the Under Secretary for Public Works E*q..M.LC.E, 
has embodied in bia statement. I might, perhaps, read a description of the line. I hap more mformation 
now than I had when the lino was submitted. The length is reduced a little. Prom Temora to Wyalong » Apni, luu* 
it will be 38 miles 46 chains. The estimated cost of constructing this as a light line of railway is
£104 430 or £2 707 per mile, exclusive of cost of land and compensation. This line begins at the 
termination of the Cootamundra to Temora line, at 291 milea 64 chains, and runs chiefly along the 
side of the main road to within about 4 miles of Barmedman. It passes on the west aide of the township, 
and thence strikes almost direct, mainly along the public road, for the township of W yalong, where it ends 
on its southern boundary at 330 miles 30 chaina from Sydney. The country is nearly flat throughout,
and there are no expensive works. The steepest grade is 1 m 100. o tm
38 What are the authorities going to do for a road when you have monopolised it tor a railway ? llie
road is 3 chains wide, so that there ought to be room for both. , ,
39 Mr. Uoskim.'] Have you had careful surveys made of the proposed line between Cootamundra anti
Barmedman ? Yes; the survey goes nearly along the road the whole of the survey. .
40 Are there any streams of water or creeks to cross? Nothing of any pportance.
41 Then ordinary sized culverts will carry off the water? Tes; small timber openings, and what are
called open waterways and box drains will be sufficient. • t. t o t
42 la there plontv of timber in the neighbourhood suitable for sleepers—ironbark or blue-gum ? les.
43* How far will the timber be from the proposed line? A good many of the sleepers which wew used 
on the Cootamundra to Temora line came from the neighbourhood of Barmedman, and I think the iron- 
bark w'hich exists about there will be sufficient to afford sleepers for the proposed line. I propose to use 
a cheaper kind of sleeper than was used on the Temora line. The Temora line had ^tangular sleepers.
1 propLe to use a class of sleeper, such as has been supplied at Narrabri lately under a contract there, 
mostly round on the top. The sap wood has not been stripped off. They are at leMt 9 inches wide 
and some of them are wider. There is a large quantity of timber, and they make capital sleepers, and
are much cheaper than the ordinary kind. v vi <.
44 Do you believe that if those sleepers were used they would be no more liable to shift than the ordmaiy
animr« slecners ? They are quite as good in that respect. , . , . , .1.45 What (fopth of balUst do you propose to put on the line ? It will work out to about 0 inches the
same 08 that I propose for tho Moreo lino—1,200 cubic yards per mile.
40. Ami you intend to have 5 inches of ballast under the sleepers? Yes; ami it runs a little way up 

the side of tho sleeper.
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m \yZl\n.\ of station buildinR« do you propose to have ? I put down a
buildtniM but it wiJl liavo to be left to tlio Bmlwav ComimwiomTS to decide exactly what class ®
ciltS I bW my estimate on those on the Narrabri to Moroo line, and there timber ,s used. Tho

oheapr.st possible desoription of buildings will bo put up. . . , wpatlior-board
50. Then you propose, subject to the approval of tho Kaihvay Commissioners, to have wcatlior Doara
sfatitms and^g^da^sh^U^^ there are quaiititioa of suitable timber to be obtained at a reasonable price m

the vicinitT of the propoeed lino? I think there is some pino. . ^ *i ___ _52. And tlie ^ine oUued in that locality and on the Lachlan ia very efficacious m rt-atncting the ravages

sL'^Then thrsurvevs which have been made between Temora ami Barmedman are
suppose, to enable the Department to call for tenders for tho construction of that portion of *°®^°*^*
1 ._5Trr__O ear. Tint hft PAJIcil lU 5 VCTT short tioio. It would

tho

the contractor a certain amount 01 iaiiiuue,amumg mm ns lo mw ueigui. ux -
aay, to make him put a minimum of bank; but I could not, within a very short time, giro him levels all
the wav along the road and p^ in tho usual manner. „ , t, i- x ..x-+1,-
54. Can vou give an idea as to the time in which you can have tendcij ^lled, if Parliament sanctions the 
work, for the construction of a line from Temora to Barme»lman ? It it wore looked upon as an urgent 
matter, and tho work had to be done in that way. 1 think I could call for tenders within a month 
certainly as soon as a line could bo passed by Parliament—perhaps a little sooner, if nwessary.
55. You think then that if Parliament sanctioned tho construction of tho lino or a portion of it, you
be able to for tenders for the construction of the line between Temora and Barmedman within a month.
'Within a month from to-day, if I had instructions to do so. -
56. What description of rail do you propose to use? Sixty-lb. steel rail, flat bottomed.
57. I)o you propose to use chairs ? No ; the rails will rest on the sleepers. ^
58. Then the idea is that there will have to be a moderate or slow rate of sp^d, say 15 or 10 miles an hour 
as a maximum ? Yes; it would be to all iutents and purposes a very good line, but it would not be a high
speed line.
59. Would it be safe to run at tbe rate of 20 miles an hour ? I think so.
60. The surveys of tbe proposed lino from Barmedman to Wyalong aro not in such an advanced state as 
those from Temora to Barmedman ? I received a section of the lino this morning, and I hope in a few
days to be able to furnish it to the Committee. .
Cl. Supposing the Committee recommended Parliament, and Parliament approved of their recommendation, 
to construct a railway from Barmedman to W'yalong, how long do you think it would take you to have 
the line in a sufficiently advanced, state to call for tenders for it? I should like another month for that.
62. Could the ordinary rolling stock run over the proposed line safely ? Yes ; I should say I would very
much prefer to have a proper section and proper pegs put in in the usual manner, because it would in tho 
end be a saving in constructing. But if it were pushed, it could be done as I state. .
63. How long do you think it would take you to stake out tho road, in order that you might let the 
contract in the usual way between Temora and Barmedman ? By puttiug on a numcier of surveyors, I 
think it could be done in two or three mouths more.
04. Chairman.'^ What is tbe grade of the lino? One in 100.
65. Is there not a steeper gr^e than that going into Barmedman ? No; it can be cut out.
66. Jlfr. How does the country the lino has to traverse compare with tho country from
Cootamundra to Temora ? It is much smoother, easier, and less expensive for tho construction of the 
line. For instance, the first part to Barmedman is a surface line throughout until you get close to 
Barmedman. There is not a cutting in it. . . . v
67. W ill not that, being very level, necessitate considerable expense for draining ? I think not. Where 
there are little watercounjes we can run tho water across the line by putting down box drains, or open 
watercourses at frequent intervals.
G-8. And those are inexpensive ? Yes.
69. You have not tbe section from Baxmeilman to Wyalong? No.
70. Is that much more undulating country? It is very much the same. There is only one rise where 
there will be anything of a cutting.
71. When the line from Cootamundra to Temora was authorised the Committee imposed a condition that 
it should not exceed a certain sum per mile—1 think it was £8,300 ? Yes.
72. Was that exceeded ? Yes.
73. To what extent ? It has cost between £3,800 and £3,000. ^
74. Why was it so much more expensive? It was impossible to make it for loss. My estimate, if I 
remember rightly, was £3,650, and I expected to be able to do it for that. But there have been some 
increases of side cutting which have been necessary to keep the formation up. This is in soft country 
where the embankments have compressed the ground underneath. I was rather concerned about one 
portion because tbe quantities were running up so high, and I sent an officer down specially to examine, 
measure, and report. That is one reason, but there are others. Tho accounts have not yet been made 
up, and therefore I have not investigated the matter thoroughly.
75. Do you think £2,700 will be tho ultimate cost per mile of tho proposed line ? Tos ; it can bo kept 
down lo that. In fact, with the Temora line I would have limited the earthworks and let tho banks go 
down. I do not think there would have been any serious consequences. In the case of the proposed 
line the work would be let at so much a chain or so much a mile, and tho contractor would see that not 
more than tho quantities estimated for are put on.
76. It is not proposed to fence the lino ? No.

77.
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77. In the nature of tho soil Bimilar to that between Narrabri and Mnreo ? No; there is more red soil. H.
7s! lint J mean in roRnrd to the ballast roquirwd ;—would tho ballast sink id ? There would be the aame '
fear, becanso oertain portions of the Narrabri to Moreo line aro over black soil. _ 9 ApriTlWi.
7n. Do yon think 5 inches of ballast would be sufficient ? Yes. I should like to express the same opinion 
about this kind of construction for tho proposed lino as I did about the Moree line. I should prefer to make it 
stronpT, but to meet tbe demand for cheap railways I think it can fairly and safely be done in this way. 
ftO. Have you seen tho line which was constructed from Broken Hill to Tarrawingee P Yes.
Si! Is that a ballastod lino ? Yes; I think it is sand ballast chiefly, or fine shingle or coarse sand from 
Stephen’s Creek and other watcreourwes.
82. That is a surface railway, is it not? It is not so much a surface railway as this would be. There are 
banks and cuttings in places. A portion of tbe country is very level, but there are banks and cuttings

Ha. Tbo estimated cost of tho Narrabri to Moroo lino was, I think, £2,400 a mile? Two thousand four 
hundred and seventy pounds was tho estimated coat of tbo last portion. i. v *
8k Does it not strike you that the nrojioBed line should be a less expensive one than tho line from 
Narrabri to Moree, considering the difficulties in tho shape of flomls and waahaways on the Moree line.
I will explain where the difference comes in. One cause of difference is tho difference in length, so that 
tho terminal arrangements are divided over a greater length than in the case of the Moree line. Some of
tho items are less. . « t j- *j j *.
85. Are parts of tho Narrabri and Moreo line much more expensive than other parts f 1 divided that
line into two sectioiis. In tbe first section tho average per mile came to £5,056, and the oth^r portion 
was £2,470—something like the proposed line. The permanent way materials for the proposal line 1 have 
put down at a little more, and tho reason for that is ^at special arrangements were ma<le with the Com
missioners about freight, and so on, in reganl to tbo Narrahri-Moreo line ; and, pending similar arrang^ 
monts being made in the present instance, I have taken the freight on the permanent way materials at the 
recognised value of 2d. per ton per mile. 3Iy arrangements with the Commissioners have been chiefly 
that freight is to bo charged at 2d. per ton per mile unless thwe is return freight. If were is return 
frciglit only Id. is to bo charged ; but in this instance, if tho work is to be pushed on, I think it would not 
1)0 fair to expect the Railway Commissioners to use the Id. rate, because there would be no freight.
80. And that makes a considerable difference? That makes a good deal of diff^nce. On the other 
hand, tho prices of materials in England have gone down, and it is possible that I may be able to lower
Iho ostimato accordingly. „ no _*i o x-,--1,4.
87. Y’ou think it possible, then, that you may construct the line for less than £2,/00 per mile. 1 mi„tit
noBsiblv be able to lower the cost ot tho permanent way materials. The next item where 1 have an 
increase of about £100 a mile is in tbo laying and ballasting of the sleeners. ^ I put the laying dowm at a 
little more—Is. Od. instead of Is. 3d., and 1 have put the sleepers rather higher—3s. instead of -s. bd.
Taking it altogether I should not consider the Temora district as p^od a district for getting sleepers as 
tho Narrabri district. Tho timber is not so good nor so straight as it is in the forests near Narrabri, and 
I think it would be fair to put a little more on the price ; but even sleepers at 3s. would be very cheap.
Several small items divided by the mileage of tho Wyalong lino bring a higher result than m ^ 
the Moree line. For instance, it would bo necessarv to make provision for water supply. ^ 
made up mv mind yet where water is to be obtained, but m the cmc of Moree I have put do^ £3 (XX>
and 1 put ^own £3,CKK) in tho case of Wyalong, there having to be m ®f.® That
road. Three thousand pounds divided by GO is only about two-thmls of what it is if divided by 40. That
makes a difference of £27 per mile.
88. And those are tho chief items of difference? Tea. *:mA
89. Considering that this work, if conatnicted at all, may be regarded m T,;?*
would you aay should be allowed for conatmetum from Temora to W yalong ? If we had the rails and a
nuahing contractor I think we could do it in six months. _ „ •
90. That would be aomething very uncommon in railway conrtruction ? ^es. The 
thirteen months ; that ia tho quickest piece of work up to the present, and this
91. Mr. Neild.] Do you think it absolutely essential to use ballast on tbe line, seeing that there la a large
mileage in America where no ballaat is used ? Yes; I prefer ballast.
92. Have vou given any attention to the aystem which is in operation on some parts of the Con^e^ 
known aa the Balk Syatem, with longitudinal sleepers and iron ties ? Tea; the longitudinal aleepera are 
not anything so good aa tho cross sleepers; you do not get the same amountS.3 But there would be a considerable dim'inution in expense ? I very much doubt it
longitudinal aleeiicrs you havo to trim the timber all the way along, and then
M'hero you have transverse aleopers you run them through a machine and you have tho
thriSla^o fit in; and having iuch good hardwood timber it would be out of fe-tion to use ^ft
wood If you attempted to uao hard wood for longitudinal aleepera they would curl about frightfully.
You would soon have a track which would be quite useless.
94 You do not propose to fence tho line ? No; I have only included a small sum for fencing.
95 Do you not think there would lie considerable inconvenience to vehicular traffic on the road by 
reasonVf Hie Lina running along the road without a fence P I pro^e to put ho Ime elo- f o^'d| 
tho boundary of tho road, ao that tho rest of tho road, being over 2 chains wide, would practically be
quite clear for tho other traffic. . „ . e ui. 1.1. ao iv'«
96. Then vou do not think the lino would materially mterfere with the road. No.
97. Are you not likely to have accidents with teams scared by tho trams passing ao close without any 

OH^^Tsuppo^^ the‘lino 4ould crL and recresa the re^ in places,
deal of roadway to make up for the portions occupied by the tracka ? No; the road is pretty atraight
nearlv all tbe wav There are few curves, and they can easily be managed.
99 Then you think the construction of the railway would not ntwaaitato any largo expenditure upon the 
nreaent roadway P I do not think it would. The road is .a vc^ slight one.
U)0 Do vou know tho country from Wyalong to Barmedman? Yes; but I have not been over it. 
lUl' Ha/the line from Cargeflico to the Laellan tho best approach? Tho Uno Cargellico would be

lino ,ho»n on tho ^ap in pencil ? Yea. The dotted eed lino on rto 
plan practically avoids all tho ditEcult country.
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. • 1 VOU ihink it will follow tho dottod linoIT. D«m^ IM. In Tour opinion, then, if thoro ifl nn cxtcnsiou to \\ ynlong,.
Kiq..M.I.C.K. on tho ptnn to tho UchUn ? \ cs>. __ .xtonnion diffor from tho lino from Cootamundm

/-------- - lOo. Mr. Humphery.] In whrvt re«poct ^y.ll Sav cLstructiou. Tho country botwooii
8 AprU. 1894. Temom ? The country is rory much cftRicr for the railway construcuo ;

Cootamundra and Tomom for the moat paH , Bloopers P I should uao the same weight

Wi^AcTSt; of ;Stao b“ "ffoctod by .u"b,titu4 ‘L .loepar, for thee you propoaa to u-o

for those generally used? No. .. ^ «<mallv cood line hecauao the rails do
111. It will be an equally good line? I cannot say it will be an equally gooQ
not have the aame amount of l>earing surface, bu ‘ /l“l ^ bo—not on account of sleepern ;
112. -Will it cost more to maintain and keep in repair? 1 do not thn k so n ^
and I do not think it need cost much more to repair on ° one that has
Xi' 7bffi'';:~r ’ Cbeap.l:J'oV'co'u^frurn^. 1; rule bi^bor u,ai„to„»nco

uSdtllr"^ kuow fro. you

\u J/r cSl sSng that the line from Tembra to -SVyalong will cost more o keep m repair than tho 
Cootamundra to Temora, do you think the Hailway Commissioners will bo agreeable to take it 

over on those conditions? The Kailway Commissioners have, for the last two or three years, advocated

;Mordhstanding that they cost more to keep in repair? I suppose they have looked at it from

119^j5>*''i)SI^Ti think you say your previous surveys have not gone beyond Barmedman? Yes ; 

Mr. Gillett haa been working between Barmedman and W yalong.

i»>i Ha w<kR not «ent out to run a line to W yalong, out to run a iiut’ iv r -ir i- i
a^^o the Minister authoriHed an examination of^he line from Barmedman to ihlUtou. 1
and he recommended the line eiaLake Cargellico. Asa result of Ins report, L to the
that the line should be run from Barmedman to Lake C argedheo, and thence to >I,m ttr
approved, and I sent Mr. Gillett to Barmedman to start from that end, and Mr. Marshall to Hillston to

Wh“at w»The »il“'the surveys made from Barmedman to Hillston. not by way of SVyalong,

but tbe previous survey ? The ordinary trial suirey. ^„T,f.Tr tti.n thut whirh it is
123. Did thev pass through the same character of country, or was it better countrv ™ ^
Loosed to tap by going ma Wyalong ? It is reported not to be so good, and the construction vull be
more costlv .As you see from tbe plan, you have to pass about three ranges.124. Wh^t ia the Lst of GO-lb. rails per ton ? Hitherto, it has come to about £0 per ton, delivered m

lli”liaB not the Department recently been able to secure a large line of steel rails at a very low rate ?

12G At what price ? With all charges, it will come up to £4 IGs. delivered in bydiiey. I might say 
that it is not quite clear whether tho rails offered are from Cleveland ore. 1 I’reaume they .ire from 
hematite ore; but if the tender is accepted, it will have to be on the condition that tho rails are made 
from hematite ore, with the usual acknowledged specification.
127. Will this be tbe cheapest line of-railway, with a GO-lb. rail, you have been able to secure at any

128. At what did vou calculate the price per ton of the rails laid between Najrabn and Aloreo ? The new 
rails were reckoned at £6 per ton. The others were re-rolled rails. Some of them we had taken over from
the Coramisaioners’account at £5 10s. ____ .
129 What will be the difference in the rails on the proposed line, taking them at £t per ton, as against
£6 per ton on the Moree line? The cost of the rails, reckoning the most recent quotation in ‘^ydnev, 
would be £20,m-that is, without freight. The freight, at 2d. per ton per mile, would be .4.2oo l.s. Id. 
per mile. The cost of the GO-lb. rails, taking it at £G 2s. 6d. per ton, wliich was one of the most recent 
calculations, comes to £G74 per mile, and taking it at the newer calculation, it comes to £51.2 per mile, so
tliat there is a paving of £150 per mile. ^
130. You propose to lay your sleepers on 5 inches of ballast ? ^ es.
131. *\V'hat ballast do you propose to put between the beds of your sleepers ? It will come half-way up
the sleepers. ,, • , s ^ ^
132. Is it to be broken ballast, or drift from the river beds ? It will probably bo broken ballast. There 
may be some quartr. obtainable from the ridges. We had some on the Temora line.

--------------------------------- - TUUSDA

• Not* {on reriffifm) :—I b«‘licre inrtrurtions have been piven only to utc, on the Temora line, engines having a 
maximtitn axleloa<i uf 12 tom.
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will bo

The Committee further eonsiderod the proposed Railway from Tcraora to \\ yalong.

Joaepli Barling, Esq., Under H<‘Cretnry, Department of Public Works, sworn, and further examined:—
VAS, Ckairmnn,'] You aro aware that the Public Works Art provides that in the caecof a proposed railway J. ^rlinj, 
or tramway the l)r[>nrtmenl Hhall submit to tho Public Works Committee a map or plan of tho proposed 
Hue, together with a book of reference, and a report from the Railway Commissioners, giving an estmiato ^ 
of its probable cost, together with tho cost of maintenance, and so on ;—that report was not put m »
yesterday ? I am not iu a position to say when it will be ready; but I hope to have it next week.
1H4. Is not tho Chief Commissioner at present absent in Tasmania? Yes ; but I do not think be

135. Then tho^roport will hare to w'ail over until he comes back ? Y^^s. The Commissioners, T believe,
have not had time to make their report yet, and I understand, though I am not certain on the point, that 
they wish to visit the district throuch which tho proposed line will pass. That, however, will not take 
very long. Tho peculiar circumstances of this case demanded that wo should do all we could to get it 
before the Committee because Parliament will soon come to a close, and unless we advanco tho work at 
every stage as far as possible, it cannot be dealt with. We our doing our very best, and 1 hope to be able
to furnish the rei>ort next week. , , ^ , .t- v *.
13G. Knowing the feeling of tho T/cgisUturc in regard to it, tho Commiftco have taken up this work out
of its turn, and no delay will occur through our action? Tes ; but 1 think we have done all we could 
towards pushing it on.

('haries James Saunders, Ksq., Chief Draftsman, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined:—
137. Chairimn.'] Tho ('ommiltee undoratand that yon have prepared a compilation of county raapB in tho
Temora and Wvalons diftrict. upon which the freehold land is shon-n coloured red, t lo conditionally pur- •
chased and conditionally leased lands as blue, tho reserves aa green, and the Crown lan-l unalienaKnl and ------------
not dealt with in anv wav as white? Yea. . i- v • • - -i 10April,1894.
138. Tho map takes'in ail area extending 20 milea on each side of the proposed line, bcgiDniug o miles
north of Temora, and extending about 20 miles north of 'Wyalong? That is so.
1.39. The area shown upon it is-Freehohl land, 112,750 acres ; conditiona ly purchased and condilionallT
leased land, 412.120 acres; reserves, 200,750 acres; unalienated Crown laud, 101,100 acres; a total ot
1.2(56.720 acres;—ia that so? Yes; that is the case. , .. ^-i
110. Is this return, BO far as you are concerned, up to date? I think it can be regarded as fairly up

141. How long is it since you last received information from tho local Hand Office ? "W e arc generally
within a few weeks of the local offices. .... .i
112. Y'ou know nothing of the country yourself? Nothing personally.
143. You have never been there? No. n v „
1 11. Would you like to give tho Committee an opinion as to what you think would be the increase m
v.aluo of Crown land in the district if tho proposed line were constructed ? 1 do not think I could

145^^DoTou'knnw if a request has been made to your Department hy the Works Department to reserve 
the’land along the proposed line? A request was sent to us.
1IG \skiiig you to reserve how much ? To make tho usual reserve of 1 mile on each side of »he line.
147. There was no request from the Works Department to reserve from sale the whole of the land ehown 
on the coloured part of your map pending the completion of this inquiry ? I have net seen a request of

143^ Do^you know whether tho Lands Department have taken any steps on its own motion to make s^nch 
a reservation ? I am not aware of such a reservation having been maae. A couple of large reserves have
been made in the neighbourhood ot Wyalong. .
1M: Ym wttttl.o Ll-retary for Work, or Ihe Secretary for I.and. have taken rtj to

co„.plyn;ith,vhat appeared.0 he the gen„d re,ue..^. e ^

Within the leasehold areas. i lie e-xisuiigioiwouojus i«.uuu«.v — j rrf
tions have been made for an extension of lease. Th<.se applications have "t' Xo •
151. Has the Dopartmeiit decided on its policy with respect to the leases m the Central Division. No,
I think the matter is awaiting further legislation. - v
I.V2. You do not know anything ns to the direction of tluat legishation ? Nothing at all.
1.53. Mr. 2iciU.] Is it customary for your Department to raise tho price of land through which a railnay
has bccQ taken ? I believe that it is customary.
15*. Hy creatiug reserved areas ? By proclaiming sjwcial areas. . * . .
155. Dnless special areas aro pniclaimcd tho ])rice of the land is hxed lyr statute: 
15(> Mr. H7f«.] Can you give us, aiijiroximately. the area reserved at W yaloiig to 
Looking at the map, I should say that about 50,000 acres have Ikh u resemMl.

2S3—13

? Yes. 
for gold-mining purposes?

1.j7.
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may not. The lease-

ioTSs., m'yr^re lalkios ot the land in tho vicinity of Wyalong P Yo. ; land in tho imn.odiatc vicinity of 

’’ ’ Jlr That land will not bo open tor .election or Kttlomont nntil tho reaorve, hare been revoked ? That

laYO'no of the ro..on.mond«tion, in favonr of the line from 1™™“^“ ‘“001'cS

“fh“ng rrkiSC.n“rnS^”a?l^^^^ in tho vicinity ot tL line ha. been .old.

iB dealt with bv tho District Suneyor at W Govcnimcnt land haa

S' y Van vou tell u. what area wa. re«tr,ed along tho Temora lino when it wa, being eon- 

irifal thltS.Tr SnoSn o?t b»nTlnl^°'.tiTh'e eon.trnotion of tho line. if .0, what

under dispute ? -Wlint rights—tbe right to an extension of lenae .
170 Or Bomethinz furllicrp 1 do not know what further nghta they may ^a^c. *• oin.' ?he So2l may, under the eristing law, be entitled lo hold that land for .ome time ? That..

the matter which is hung up at the present moment. .........
172. So that in IbftS this land may not come into the occupation of the trown. Lt
holders may get an extension of t&cir leases. . ,
173 You do not know how the land will stand ? No one can say now how it will stand then
17i. Mr. Humphery.} Can you tell me if the gold-field rcserve at Temora, or any portion of it, lias been
thrown open to selection ? I could not say without looking into the matter.
173. Do you kuow if there are seroral reserres between Temora and Cootamundra.
176. ■\\’ew there some at the time the Committee recommended the construction of tho Temora line, four
years aeo? Ye*: there must have been some large rescires then. , f imvo
177. Can you say whether any of them have been thrown open for selection ? 1 thiok some of them have

1?8°'Will you supply us with information showing what reserves hare been thrown open for selection and 
the area sefected K April. IS90, within, say, ‘20 miles of tho line between Temora and Cootamundra .

Yes. ________________________________

William Henry John Slee, Esq., Chief Inspector of Mines, Department of Mines, sworn, and examined 

W.H.J. 179. 3fr. jra77.1 You recently visited Wyalong ? Yes.— ... .«« .• --U . iro.
.. , .one wliatever.

___  ______________ report that the auriferous Pelt extends over a tract of country 5 mile*
by 2 ? That'is the belt at present being worked. ^
183 There have been some crushings on the field? Acs. , „ . i i-
IM. Erom how many different lines have those cmshings been taken ? They have been taken from
thirteen different claims, and several different lines of reef.
185. What is the size of the reefs? They are ver\-small. • i, * taa r .
186. Have they been decided to any depth ? They have not. The deepest sunk upon is about 100 feet.
187. They have continued to that depth ? They have continued to that depth,
188. Have they cut out in any case where they have been sunk on ? No.......................
ISO, The Lands Department nave resen-ed, I believe, about 50,000 acres in tho vicinity of \S yalong; 
was that reserve made on tho recommendation of the Alines Department? It was not made on my 
recommendation. 1 am not aware whether it was made on the recommendation of tho Mines Department.
190. Are you aware that 50,000 acres of land there have been locked up from settlement ? 1 am not
aware of it. . , , i
191. You think it is necesHarv for tho development of the mining industry there that such a large area
of land should be locked up'from settleraeiit ? I think it could be locked up to a certain extent, because 
there are miles and miles of auriferous country to which a rush might take plax?e at any moment.
192. But has not the Department, under the 4Sth section of the Act, power to deal with tlie whole of 
that land so that it may be available for both mining and agnculturo? It has power to give permits to
search for gold, but not power to give a title. .
193. If the land is proved to Im aurifernus, the Department has power to resume it ui>on paying 
compensation? Yes; compensation according to the Land Board's decision.
19*. Has any alluvial discoveries been made at Wyalong? 1 believe not, up to date.
195. Several prospecting shaft* have been sunk ? Y’es.
196. At what depth have they reached tho rock ? Almnt 35 feet is tho deepest I have known, although 
they have sunk through the iwk, thinking at the time that it wa« not bed-rock.
197. What is the nature of the rock? DecomiKised graniU-.

198.
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108. Ib not dcoompoBfd granite considcrea ratht-r leluw the Htraligraphical powtion in which permanent 
reefs aro diBCOvered? Not necesBarily ; but it is very wldom that reefs m gramto formation irarry down
to HOV (lopth. , ^ • 1 • X -L ' 10Apnl,18M.
100. UiloBS tho granite hnrdeuB? There is a great prolmbilily of tho reef pinching out, or becoming

Sw.^Tio’^vou regard Ibin an part of tlio belt of country whicli exlendn to UilUton? It extends to 
IlillBton, Billy’s Lookt>ut» Wollongough, Melrose Plains, and right out to Burra Burra. I hate been
through it for iiules. . , . , . ^ m x*_
*201. la it of tho H.amo nature an the country round Yulgogrin':' It in not the same in geological formation
at Yalgogriii. The ground there is composed of ijiiarlzitcn, nlno slates and granite. e *
202. \Yo wore told yesterday that the country you haro described extende m the direction of ilount 
2(S. \vonld it go BO far an Cobar ? No; but it goes to Imke C'owal, Billy’s Lookout, Yalgogrin, and

Melrose I’laiuB. A rush might take place to that country at any moment. • *v . * f
201. j\lr. Wilkinaou furnished a report some time ago with regard to the alluvial deposits in that part oi

‘^05 Ife did not anticiiiate that any considerable depOBits would be found there, because ot the umitM 
denudation ? But at the name time he stated that further to the south, where Wyalong is now, depomtn

200. AVliat is the nature of the rock they struck at a depth of 100 feet? Decomposed granite. Ihere is
also diorite at Wyalong; hut no reefs have been found in it. , „ ^__9
207. Did you not report ou some field im tlie southern line recently ? You m^n the Orong (rrong nem r
No; f have not been there. . , , c • r
208 You regard Wyalong an a Held likely lo fumlnh employment for a large number of miners for some 
time to come? Yea, for years to come. 1 believe that better reefs will be discovered, and that more
reefs will bo worked in a short time. , 1 i. 9 v»
200. The reefs openwl up iu the vicinity of Barmedman have been rather erratic in their character f 1 es.
210. Aro there any that can be termed perniauont reefs ? , _ e . i.
211. The same may be said with regard to the reefs at Temora? Tho heavy flow of water haa greatly 
hindered tho reefs at Barmedman from being worked.
212. (’onsiderablo amount of reefing is done in the vicinity of Temora? les.
210. That is also a granite and diorite country? Yes. , 1.
214. Those reefs were very promising to a shallow depth? Y’es. Some of tho shoots were, perhaps,
(5 feet in leueth, whereas the reef showed 11)0 yards in length. .
215. In tho reefs opened up at Wyalong the enclosing stratum is soft;—there will be no difficulty m
testing those reefs ? None whatever. , *1. o -«r 1. ri.i.
210. Have those who are prospecting there evinced a desire to test the reefs to a d^th. Most of those 
reefs aro not in tho hands of mining men. They are in the hands of selectors and farmers who have not
217^ You^ave dealt with a good many disputes at Wyalong arising out of the administration of your

2U»^IatWe any truth in the rumour that has been circulated that practically the whole of Wyalong 
has bceu taken up by a syndicate from Barmedman, and that in consequenco of their namra appearing on 
so many applications tho Department askeil them to substitute other names? No; 1 believe not. One 
partv. perhaps, have applied for several permits, and the Denartment, through my recommendation, has 
Lked them to substitute other names to prevent what might be considered a monopoly. 1 have not beard

2lO.%!n’iWd^not?hia privilege of substituting other names have the effect of placing the field m the 
liaads of a few persons ? No. As soon as the permits'are granted the cancellation of tbe selectiuus will 
takoplace, and each party must, make his title good by n miners right, and must, therefore, employ a

2^^?^Bu”l u^nderltmiTlhe position to b-i thisSeveral persons have mode applications for a number of 
nermits and thev will havo the privilege of substituting other names for their own . I “beve so.

come
i’T Win tLt to bold a la.^o part of the Sold ? It will give t
the right to do so if they provide substitutes to work for them. The people coming there do not t
from Barmedman alone, but from all parts of the country. e „ *• g
2'>2. Is tho selection on which gold was discovered at present m course of cMcellation. l a.
‘>23 Is the greater part of it covered by permit applications ? I believe that about one-third of it has 
been applied for, and that two-thirds of it will be available when cancellation takes place.
22.t. Any that remains wdl be Crown land, subject to application m the usual way ? Yes , verj little‘ZZi. Any inac rum-.iius Mill I/O —.j..—— -^r - •
nroanoctinc is carried on until application permits have been granteU. , - ,
•>‘’5 ^Is it the intention of tho Department to give persous holding permits the right to apply for leases 
or to give them ordinary claims or prospecting claims ? So far as I know they are to have ordinary
claims held under a miner’s right; but 1 cannot say for certain. Y«-T
•>•>0 If claims are held in that form, employment must be given to a large number of people. les, i 
have recommended that the land should U taken up under miners rights.
2->7 You have no doubt that the present development warrants you m atating that the field is likely to 
be a permanent one ? Taking the whole of the surroundings 1 think the field will he peimanent. ^ 
2^8 \s there anv dilRculty in obtaining water for maclimery and tbo necessary treatment of the stu^I 
^diei that wS for i can be obtained by sinking no distance from the pi^ent reefs

rmm\ land within a tuilo of the Burvcved township. , , . i a
•>29 Is there any truth iu tho statement that haa been circulated in the press that there is only one water 
Pivt.-bment at Wvalom:? No; there are several water catchments there. , , * c‘>30 You donotTioLanyde^ the development of tho field is likely to be caused by the want of
wator? I do not think so^ During tho last forty ycar.s I havo seen fields much worse off for water than

•S When visitimr Wyalong which way did you go ? From Sydney to Temora and through
232; Did yorfind the 'road in a very hi condition? The road between Barmedman and 'V yalong.s

very bad.
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Thp
ron<lW H. J. 23.1. Aro the bail parte of tho roml coiitinuonj, or ie the rond

8W. Knq. ooimtrv is nearly level and the r^iad hae not been drained, «o that tho water sinks i
whorevor the drkvR Imrolwn aloiiR il. , /.^inOrr 1 ilo net think there

lOApnljlHOI, 234, Is there no imdulat ini; countrv r ^vot much; .t is ncarl\ all IctoI com y.
would be a outtinR more than 7 or S fool deep on the line.
235. lurpoakinRof tho permaneney of the liehl. 1 BUiiposo \ on over tho oounltr
iK^en oiietloil up ? Not necessarily. 1 formed ny op.mnn from what ^ between
for miles on funner occasions. In a report dated Aupust ot last year. I referred to tho loumry‘port
Yalgogrin and Barmedman aa being more aurifenuiB tlmn -pnaratc them from tho
236 1 wisheil vou to coniine vouraelf to the diReovcnee alreaily maile, an I t 1 . .. . j
proapeetive development of itio field. Do tho present di8Covenes__warrant you m eaying t
,K,,ml»tion be ,‘nainl.ined at Wyalons for a..mo time to ? Tho Prer^t "arrant
me in saving that the field can support a p<mulation ot nbont l.oOO for somi

■ nn think there ia a tmmt probability of further development taking place ? 1 ea.237. And you think there ia a gnrnt probability
23n! you\TlM tMnrft probable that alluvial deposits will bo found in^ie vicinity railing^
that both snutherlvand northerly alluvial deposits will Im d.seovered is why the
^VTalonc is on the w.itershed of the Lachlan and the Murrumbulgoe, and that, no doubt, is why me

Vrf Havo ^ anv statistical information which you can give us as to the number of
;toe^righZ residential areas, aild mineral leases gT.mte,l_ at Wyalong during the last twelve months?
rknow S ;igh;:wcVo t^ke; out «t Barmedman hi one m’onth, and there must have
been I.IXX) taken out since the discover}- at '\V yalong.
241. No mineral leases ? No minernlleaseB.
242. Have any permits beeu taken out •- Permits to dig and search tor gold r
24L H^w^s itXt onfv'al^ut 1,500 mineis' rights h.ave boon issued when there ^
tion there? A barge numlier of men bring their miners’ rights with them. A right can be issued and
holds good for anv part of New South Wales. r v •
24.5- .'lost of the'people there have gone to search for gold ? ^ e.s ; nr for business Py po-’f **•
‘>46 Do you know tho number of residential areas there ' There were none wlien 1 left the held.
247. How long ago is that? I left the field on tho Wednesday before Kaster.
24S. Is this a place where residential areas would be applied for in tho ordinary course ? They would, in
time, but at present it i-* very likely that the warden will object to them.
245). Whv ? BecaUHO they niight be put right on lo the land where prospecting wo.s being earned out. 
‘’.’>0 Then does the population squat down where it chooses ? Tho people there can go where they like; 
but I have refused to give them the right to reside at what is known as the mam camp, so as not to 
prevent miuers from sinking there. Business peojile, as a rule, go where they can hud the miners close

251. All the people wbooccupv residental positions at present have no title to their holdings? Tncy are
there merely on sufferance, un'dcr their business license. . x n *i. o
252. The reason whv residental areas h.avc not been taken up is that the Department will not allow them. 
Kesidontal areas have been taken up in the new surveved town. People are allowed to go there and get 
a title to their laud. Tli.it ia witliin a quarter of a mile of the nearevst claim, and about li mile from
what is known as tho main camp. . , , -i no n
253 Can you tell the Committee whether there arc indirations there of other niiner.als besides gold Une
” two of the reefs have copper associated with their free gold. There may be other minerals besidesor
gold in payable quantities there. at l o
254. Were there not prospects of tin being obtaided in that part of the country? les; about -U miles
miles away.
255. Not sufficiently close to bo an argument in support of this proposal ? N o.
256. Do you think there are good prospects of mineral finds along the proposed line fromB.'irmedman to 
Wyalong'? I think that in time to come we ought to have larger mineral discoveries within 20 miles of
the line. i « t j
257. What are your ideas about the Temora gold-field do you think it is retrograding? I reported
upon that field in IS-SO, and I believe what I then said has come pretty true.
258. What was that? 1 said that the quartz, reef at Temora would never bo much good, and that tho 
alluvial would be greatly confined to a certain lead. That was published in the Annual Keport for 1880. 
2,59. Those who advocated the construction of a line from Cootamundra to Temora said that tho mines at 
Temora had not bad fair play—that they had not been systemalically worked, but had been muddled and 
scamped? I think that the'whole of our mining fields have been scratched over. Wo have not done our
work as we should have done it. .
260. Can you tell us with regard to the Temora mine, whether that is the reason of their not having gone 
ahead, or is the reason to be found in the absence of gold ? Tlie reason of the Temora field not doing 
well is that the shoots of gold were too short, and the country very hard to follow up.
201. 1 suppose that when you went from Temora to Wyalong you made a pretty close observation of tho 
country you traversed ? Yes.
262. Did you notice a veiy fine belt of ironbark within about 10 miles of Temora ? There is some very good 
timber at no distance from Temora.
263. Is there not a small forest of ironbark ? Yes.
264. Would not that timber be suitable for railway sleepers? I am not able to say; but I should 
think so.
265. I want to know if that is not a prominent feature in favour of the construction of the line ?
is very good timber between Barmedman and Temora. •
266. And a considerable quantity of it? Yes.
267. The proposed line isestimatod at acost of aboutC‘104,000, upon which the interest, at 4 percent., would
amount to about £4,000 a year;—suppose the working expoiises of the line are put down as another 
£.3,000 or £4,000, do you think the prospects of tho field would justify the expenditure? 1 could hardly 
say, not being a railway engineer. 208.

There
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I nm putting tho qucftiona to you, not as a railway onuinoer, but in your ordinary capacitydo you '''• J- 
think that tho proKprcts of tho fiohl arc such n« to justify a chnrgo on tho country of frtun ^;7,000 to Sloe, Esq. 
.i'S,iK>,) a year ? 1 think so. I think that in a very short time wo shall havo a very largo agricultural iq7i^V*1804
nml mining population within snino miles of Wyalong—that is, including Burra Burra and tho whole of i* « •
th(> (lislrii't.
lidll A lixed mining population V A llxcd mining population. At Burra Burra there are now 500 men 
making a living where, two years ago, there was a wilrlernoys.
2"t). Are tho reefs at Wyalong more marked than tlioscof Temora, which you speak of as being too short?
They are in quite a diflereut geological foruiatimi. We have a tract of saucer-shaped country through 
which tho auriferous strata run.
271. That indicates permanency? Yes.
272. J/r. ,S'a/for.] What do you think are the present prospects of Wyalong? I think the present 
prospects are ovcr-ratoil hy a number of ]>oople. I consider that 1,50t) people will be enough to develop 
tho tield for a long time to come. J think it will ho able to support l,rK)0 people for some years without 
any further discoveries.
273. Mr. Ifiimpkeri/.] la the formation at Wyalong similar to that at Barmedman? Not at Wyalong 
proper, but in parts of tbe district the formation is similar to that at Barmedman.
271. Is tho tract of country, 5 miles by 2, of which you spoke, similar to tbe country round Barmedman ?
No ; it is granite country, whereas the Barmedman country is porphyry.
275. Do you know the Fiery Cross and tho Hard-to-Find claims at Barmedman? Yes.
270. Are they still being worked ? Ouo is working, anrl the other is going to start again. The pregent 
machinery is not powertul enough to cope with tho flow of water.
277. IIow many claims are now being worked at Wyalong? About thirty.
27H. Are there any buildings of a permanent character in course of erection there? There are some 
buildings going up in the surveyed township, and also at tho main camp right among the workings.
270. Have you been over the countiy between Cargellico and Wyalong? Yes.
250. Over tho whole of it? A'es.
251. Is it auriferous country ? The couutrj- round Lake Cargellico is somewhat similar to the Wyalong 
country.
2H2. And between Cargellico and llillston ? The country is the same right through.
2S3. Do you think it probable that gold discoveries will be made between the localities I have mentioned?
A'es ; 1 tliink so.
2HI-. Is the whole of the land between Barmedman and Cargellico suitable for agriculture? A good 
deal of it has been taken up for agricultural purposes, but I think that gold will be found there.
28.5. Is it used for grazing at the present time? Most of it is.
2'5(). Hound Wyalong ? Hound Wyalong it is all malice scrub ; but a short distance away from thtre 
there is good agricultural land.
287. How far from the town of Wyalong? Within a mile of the surveyed town.
288. Ill a northerly direction ? Yes ; tonard-s Wollonsough. ^
280. Is there any good land between Barmedman and Wyalong? There is very good land through there.
200. And between Wyalong and Cargellico ? Yes. A'ou can get good agricultural land within 20 miles 
of this lino.
201. For the whole distance? Yrs. _ _
202. You arc referring to the proposed line to Wyalong. and the extension to Cargellico ? It is the same
country right through.
203. Mr. WaU.1 Is not the land locked up in these reserves? I presume that the re.serves have only
been made for a short time. .
20i. Mr. Humphery.1 the Temora gold-field reserve been thrown open in agricultural areas since the
railway was taken tlicrc? Some of it has. Tlicre are some large wheat-growing farms within U miles of
Temora. Of course, a great deal of that laud has been thrown open.
205. Has all that has been thrown open been taken up ? It has been taken up for agricultural purposes.
206. There aro some other reserves around Temorado you know if they also have been taken up in 
agricultural areas ? I know that a large number of them' though I cannot say exactly which, have hecn 
thrown open, as these reserves always are after a gold-field has been establish^.
207. Thev were gold-field reserves, ami since the construction of the line they have been thrown open ?
I believe'so; but I cannot aay positively. , , . . ^ , . .i. • , r -r
208. Afr. O'Sullivan.'] A'ou mentioned at the beginning of your evidence that there is a belt ol auriterous
countrv reaching from Barmedman to Melrose Plains? A’ea.
‘^00 WhereahoutH aro those plains—what town are they near ? There is no town nearer than Condobolm, 
which is 60 miles from AVyalong. Melrose Plains, by way of Burra Burra, would be about 35 miles from
Coudobolin, and from 50 to 60 miles from AVyaloug. « -c-
300 Burra Burra is where the rush took place last year, and where you say there are 500 men les.
301 Are they making goo<l wages ? I would not say that. They arc making a living.
302 In your opinion this line by going to Wyalong will materially aid m the development of that 
auriferous belt ? Yes; it will aid in the development of the whole of that auriferous tract of country.
3U3 Just as the Cootamundra line develop^ tho Temora mines, so the Wyalong line will develop mines 
further out ? Yes. The railway is going into a tract of country requiring development, and which is at

30t When vou spoke of AVyalongbeing able to support 1,500 people, did you mean l,o00 workers?
No 1.500 people taking everyone-that is, supposing there is no further ^veloproeut .
805. In a population of 1,500, there- would only be 500 or (100 miners ? There would be 1,000 miners,
and 500 people making their living from the miners.

But the wives and children would havo to be taken into account, les. ^
307. So far as I can gather, there have not been many reefs opcneil up vet ? I have formed my opinion 
from my forty years of mining experience in A ictona and New South W ales. I was only a boy of 1 -

30S.“aVu w'semi such good indications of reefing eounfr>- round Wyalong that you think the field 
will maintain 1,500 ? Yes; taking into eonsldcnition its geological formation and everything else.
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W. H. J. 309. It ie probable that there will be an exlciiMon of the field out and b^ond ' 7 ^
Sl«. K.q. 310. When asked just now if ther.> was as fjood acncultural Rroun<l ^ ’

that then* was a lot of .nallee serub there "? That m where rooks arc on tho
10Apnl»1894. malleo country always good agricultural country P >iot tnuo,

a'l^T.upp^o th.1, iWrc c„n b. „o doubt that

will be found to be to some extent auriferous P 1 boliero that tliat counlrj will to agreai ex c

g|5ii^r^H?SS?=i?Sa?H

in 1880. we had no ^ater; but now you can always get plenty of water on the held. Tbe miners must
make dams for their crushing and puddhng machine. nothing to do with.
310. Do the Government aid them by sinking artesian wells f lhat is a matter i nave nou g
317 You know that there is good agricultural country about lemorai' ies.
3is! Is it anything like the country towards AVyalong? Some of tho Wyalong country is a» goo 

So^Tn^ffior on towards Cargellico. you say it is very good ? It is a perfect Garden of Eden in some

320 * irthre^t of‘thrWyabng field failing, there would be ample agricultural resources to
the railway nav and I presume the large population now at yahmg would leave some of its membcre
behind aatEot the soil? I believe that tho mining there will be permanent, and the miners will

'Sr^by ...l.dn«P Bn™edn».. outlre.y a mining

Yes ; 1 could point to a score of towns in Victoria and Now South \V ales which originated m the same wa>.
323. Is Wyalong on the route to Cargellico ? Yes, directly, and directly on tho route to llillston.
324. Is it on the route usually travelled by stock aud wool teams les. - . „ ^
325. ]f the proposed lino is constructed these will goto yalong instead of to Temora, thus givi g

no?from Cargellico to Temora? Yes ; but if the proposed railway were made they

•STl^A^hiJ-h ^s'the°%per route from Hillston to Barmedman ? Through Wyalong and on to 

WoUongough,
328. AVhereabouts is that ? A little to the north of Wyalong.
320. But that is not ou the road to Hillston ? A lino going on to Hillston would tap tho ollongough 

330. You mean the proposed line from Wyalong to Hillston, via Cargellico ? ^ 1 mean the proposed lino
from Wyalong to Hillston, rifl WoUongough. ' . i, o am
J131. But puttiug that aside, will the pRiposcd line to Wyalong attract traffic from \\ ollongough r A
the traffic from Wollongough will come to Wyalong.
332. And I presume that the people at Hillston would send their traffic that way ; they go now to Loola-
mon on the Narraudera line ? Acs. ^
333. It would be much shorter to come to Wyalong ? You. n-
334. So that it is piissible that traffic will come from the Hillston district as well as from tho Cargellico 
district ? Yes •, I have no doubt that tho whole of the traffic from that district will come to \\ yalong.
335. Then we may conclude that at the very worst, if the mines should fail, there will l» an agricultural 
development whicn will help the railway, and. at tho back of that, pastoral traffic from tho Cargellico and
Hillston districts? I think so. . . ' . . . . - , £ xi
33G. Under these circumstances, you have no hesitation in expressing your opinion in iavour ot the pro
posed line ? I think that a railway to Wyalong would be beneficial to the country.
337. Do you care to sav whether you fax-our the lino or not? I ain not nn engineer, and would not liko 
to express an opinion about the liue ; but, as Chief Inspector of Mines, 1 say that it would be benetciol
to tho country at large. * + i o v
338. Taking a common-eeii^ view of the matter, you would recomiaeiid it for tho reawns Btatedr i ob.
I think it would be a great feeder to the Temora line, which will then pay hotter than it does
339. Mr. What extent uf auriferous laud haa been proved to exist ou tho W yalong field. A ^act
of about 5 miles in length by about 2 miles in breadth has been proved to be auriferous, and, smeo 1 have
left the field, gold has been discovered 7 or 8 miles further out. ^ iA i
3i0. What extent of land has been taken up under miners’ righta ? Mon were working 10 or 1- mues 
further out under miners’ righta ; but the claims which have l>een found payable have beeu on the tract 
of land to which I have just referred. There are miners working all over the district.
341. AVTiat number of miners’ rights are in existence in eoimcction vriih the tract of laud to which you
have just referred ? At the lowest computation from 800 to 1,(XK>. ^
342. What is the largest holding of any one miner ou that particular portion of the field ? Each miner
can hold 00 feet along the line of reef by 400 feet in breadtn. , .
3t3. Are the miners on the land you speak of in full work, or are the holders of the land waiting for 
other people to prove it ? There are miners all over the place prospecting. Their pegs come close 
together.
34t. There is no idle ground? There may be. Men may bo there one day and gone the next, because 
the miners can pull up their pegs and re-mark. 345.
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W. H. J.'U’5 Then the kn.I ha« all been pTovpa ? Tt haa not been proved. They are nro»i^tinR 81«.Ew.
(’an YOU tell us what <juantitv ('f «ohl hn« been raised from the pieee otwl^'ch you desenhe as 

miles br^2‘' I could not »av eiaetly : bull should think about M)0 oz. up to Kastcr_ 10April,18»4.
q47 Ar^there any livreo iTusbing plants on tho held ? There are two plants bein^ erecte-i. 
sts How wL tl7sS which IL tho (kW or of gold treate<l ? It was U.ken to Barmedman by
bullock teams, and crushed at the Barmedman crushing machine. v. ■ i o v„.51 Can you tell us tho names of tho principal claims from which that gold was obtaine<i ? 1 os. Thero 
J, Nil^/Uaim No 1 Claim/ConwojV, Keith'., Neild’. No. 2, I’orry’., Fra»er., (iotn.y

Smith’s, MacMahon's, Lnsery’s, Jamieson’s, and Taylor s.
tethe c1ai.n. ? One hnndred feet,

35’V Sa, th ' reef »TdZd, or ha. it contartotl. at that depth ? The reef, are ahont the ,ame at 100 feet
ns they arc when first cut. , « « -a
sS'l WhaUulnmyTstl^"s?gVnss oryaJded? When I left there was very little stone at gras.

i^n^LThr^otlS id te *et pe^it. befote the. could do au.

, I belie, one -t.hinyiant i. being e.c^ 
by MohsZ. Gough and Turling, another by Mr. Plumb, and a thml by a man named Grange, an engineer

sS -Are thLe crushing plants being erected on the 5 mile by 2 area ? Tes.
If,: lo7whSdl,SXrtU“^ reou trr?"?re.e'’^ihtL'i„ particulat block., and o... be traced 

for miles. -i o -p-
L^%'o^kLw'tW«t protnector. bate obtained at tbe grcate.t di.t,nce from

?Sce“ Wf fte di.eo,frr? From W to 60 feet i. tto decpe.t .haft far away from tbo Sr.t pro.peetor.

claims.
IZ H» man/m£ ^?e?he/from^he centre of tbe 6 milea by 2 mile, tract? Four mile,.

Ad ? Tes. , ^ ^ sr *1
away ? Out away from the nela, 4 or 5 miles

S71 '?j,uTd“;rnr"Pto prevent the contamination of the only water .npply existing ? Te.; the tank 
wa. f“n,"and I out uf a notice that it wa. to be used for .f-'r there i,
372. Wa. there muef. .ickue.. when you were on * “ Yu wlieh the
always a certain amount of sickness on wate/since^^ I have recommended that a
373. Hayeyou made any representationB m regard narposes. I hare recom-
certain tank should be xosumed for domestic purposes, nickness I have not^ught it of sufficient
mended tho resumption of throe Unks. With /egard ^ Sg^of gold-fields where the

Sin isAi-z'-.A ks “ “ ‘

dams on the watershed. , 5> OnA nartv bouirht a tank full of water376 Tho machinery cannot bo use.1 until water is obtained ? Une party Dougnr a

38(J. Is it posBiblo to find good land where there are simply quartz reels. J *
why I think wo shall get alluvial gold here.
3S2: ArniVwTerXi^"^nrr^^^^^^^^^^^ " -trm.r.linarily good

agricultural land ihorc. Wvaloncr is on a table-land, one side of which d.-^ins to
353. In the flats? Acs; away from the hills. \ y „«t off it there is good agricultural land.
the Lachlan, and tho other to the Murnimbidgce. and d.roetly jou get off it there is g.x. g
354. T.iko the Parkes and Forbes countiw? \ery similar to it construction of a cheap
3S.6. Holding the view, you tlo iu vogat^ io thi. tie d J,'X HHnk it will do goo.1 to the
lino of railway from Temora to Wyalong as tlio best kind of nud . J cs, i e
whole countrv.



IG

W. H. J. 
Slec»

10April,l894.

GS3. And vou believe tliat cvontually tbo lino would j)ay ? I think bo. nn l
:{S“. Air. ilosk-ins.] 3s IWmedmaii m large as Temora*' Latterly it hMimpro\ed very considerably, nn I
is bocominc as lanrc, or os’en Isrijcr. than Temora. Thero is a Landa Oluoe there now.
:m. There arc plenty of stores 'and public-houses there ? 1 think there are four or hvo hotels mid soven
or oicht stores, also private buildings. There i.s a quartK-crushmg maehine there.
:tS0. What are their customcra-gold-mim-rs, farmers or squatters? There
dialricts outside of Uarmedman. Witliin 4 or 5 miles of the town there are some thousands of acres of

3Dth Theln we aro^o understand that the customens of the storokoeporB and hotel-keepers are persons
cultivating the land iu the neighbourhood of tho town? Their euatomors an« either minors
301. Is there a largo fanning population in the neighbourhood of Ilarmedinau . Tes, right out t
Yalgogrin. , ,
3S>2. Chairman,] llow^ long were you at Wyalong? Thirteen nights. t v.j
393. Wiw that tho fu^t time you had visited it or tho district? It was the firnt time 1 hed visited
Wvalong; hut I have bt'en through tho distriet several times. ^ ^ *
391. The Barmedman district ? The Barme«linan and T algognn districts. 1 ou have to pass \\ jalong to
get to them. ,

I suppose vou frequently visit the Temora district ? Tea ; very frequently.
39G. TVbeii was* your earliest acquaintance with Temora ? I was the first ofticial to report on the field tor

397. W^hat was the nature of the road communication between Cootamundra and Temora at that time?

Very bad. .
39iS. As had ns it is between Temora and Wyalong now ? I think so.
399. Bid they propose a raihvay then to take the minors lo tho field ? 1 do not know.
4tX>. IIow long ago was it ? In IS^O. , rii-
'W)L Is the road between Temora aud Wyalong worse than is usual where there is a sudden riiKli ot Ihis
kind ? I tliink it is one of the worst roads I have seen, hceause of the gilgai holes. There is no room
to go ill between them, and you must pass them. Between Peak Hill and Tomingly there is a short
di.-itance nearlv appiMaching it; but this road will certainly be a very bad one to make.
402. Gilgai holes are shallow water-holes? Yes, without hard botbim. '
403. Is there no mi'ans of draining them? No.
•tot. You liave to go round them ? You would hare to go miles round to esoapo thom. ^ ^
405. What ia their size ? Some arc, perhaps, as large as this room. There may bo (> or 7 feet of 
embankment between them.
40G. Bo they extend right across the 3-chain road ? Yes; you must go through them ; you cannot go 
round without going many milea out of tlie way.
407. Is there fairly good timber nml scrub along the road? Yes.
4tiS. Would it not*be possible to make a bottom by cutting down the brushwood and putting it on the 
road? I daresay a road engineer could make a good road.
4051. But it is the large number of jicople who have gone over this road in exceptionally wet wiathcr that 
has made it so bad ? Tbo heavy traffic going over it makes it bad. ^
410. Aud haa not the weather been exceptionally wet since the Wyalong field was opened ? No. A\ hile 
I was at Wyalong the weather was dry, though letters which I received stated that there had been heavy 
rain at Sydney.
411. Then no unusual quantity of rain fell at Wyalong? The only rain we had fell on tho 19th Maich 
last, and it made tho road almost impassable.
412. How far do these gilgai holes extend—all along the road ? No; within a radius of 5 miles.
413. Then there is only 5 miles of road which are very bad for travelling? No; tho rest of the road is bad.
414. What is tho matter with it? The country is nearly level, and tho water lodges ia the tracks made
by the drays. _
4*15. The road ia cut up hy the thousands of people who have travelled over it lately ? Yes.
410. You tell us that there is only room for 1,500 people there ? That is, with the present discoveries; 
but I believe there will be a large mining and agricultural population in that district.
417. Is it not usual, after tho first rush, for people to fin<l that there is not the room which they antici
pated, and to make a stampede back ? That very often happens.
418. You do not think that the population of 10,000 or 12,(K)0 which is there now will be maintained ? 
No ; it is likely to dwindle down, but I believe there will be a population of a few thousands there for 
many years to come.
419. Knowing what you do of the place, how many people do you think will settle within 9 miles of 
Wyalong? If there are no further discoveries, 1 should think about 2,000. If there are further disco
veries. we may get a better set of ^ople there than we have at present.
420. A greater number of people r Yes ; more of a mining population.
421. You mean there will not be such a sudden rush, but a gradual filling up of the countrv? If the 
mines at Wyalong were in the hands of working miners or of ininiug men, instead of being principally 
in the hands of selectors and seleclors’ sons, who are not used to mining, they would support a larger 
population.
422. Do you ever remember a ease where it has been proposed to take a railway to a gold-field to which
there was a rush? No ; I do not. *
423. Are the gilgai holes to which you have referred between Barmedman and Wyalong, or between 
Barmedman and Temora? Between Barmedman and Wyalong.
42t. Are they nearer to Wyalong than they are to Barmedman? They are slightly nearer to Wyalong. 
425. I^understand that the road between Temora and Barmedman is fairly good ? In parts.
42G. From Barmedman to Wvalong it is bad, esneeially where the gilgai holes are ? Yes; tho road is 
pretty bod right along.
427. Do you think that if a population of 2.(KK) had gone over the road it would liavo been as much cut 
up as it has ^en.' Perhaps not. Of course, the people there now require more stores, and so on.
428. Presuming that there were a population there of 1,5U0 or 2,000, there would not be the heavy traffic
over the road which there has been? 1 believe that in time to come wc shall have a population of several 
thousands there, though the present discoveries will not support more than l,5U0 people. 425).
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420. Suppose the whole of Wyalong were In your hands, and it was necessary to hare a fairly good road 'J'* H. J. 
to Teniora, what do you think you could do the work for 'i I should not like to say; 1 am not a
road engineer. 10Aorill894
4.‘W. Do you think that £2l')fl a mile, if expended between WWalong and Barme<iman, would get rid of ' '
tho gilgai holes ? No ; I think it would take far more. You often get gilgai country in which the holes
are far apart, so that you can take a road between them ; but here you may have one wheel in the gilgai
hole and tho other on solid ground.
4!U. What do you think it would take to deal with the gilgai holes ? I could not say; 1 am not a road 
engineer, and 1 do not wish to go beyond my province.
442. Is the brush which you have mentioned close to the gilgais ? Yes.
434. Have you ever heard of a new gold-field like this having a railway taken to it ? No; I do not know 
of such a thing being done.
444. While you were at Wyalong did you go about the district much ? Every day.
445. How far from Wyalong? 1 have been, perhaps, about 20 miles away from there.
44l>. Is the country over which you went good agricultural country ? Yes ; very good agricultural country.
447. Where do the people from the direction of Eorbes come into Wyalong? They come Marsden way.
44H. They do not go through the gilgai country ? Yes, partly; others come on to the IG-milo Tank, on 
the Wollongough Koad.
419. You expressed the opinion just now that if tho line were taken to Wyalong, the people of Ilillston, 
instead of going to Coolaraon, would como to Wyalong; but if they did that the Commissioners would 
lose 70 or 100 miles of freight? I believe they would lose to a certain extent.
4t0. So that tho proposed line would take money from the coffers of the Commissioners ? It might, to a 
certain extent. _
4tl. Have you any mans in your Department showing the geological formation of the country in and 
about Wvalong? I believe such a map has been issued within the last fortnight.
412. AVh'at area docsit take in? I do not know—I have not seen it.
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Tho Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Temorato Wyalong. 

Hugh McL-achlan, Esq., Secretary to the Railway Commissioners, sworn, and examined
41-3. Mr. Davies.'] The Kailway Commission era have furnished the Committee with & report on the pro 
nosed Temora to Wyalong railway. What arc the chief grounds actuating them in recommending th.
• - A . 1 •' . . • *' I* .t . f - .e . - ^ rTL- will Ka « rkAVMhli

, H.
the McLichlsn,

postponement of tho construction of that line for six months ? The uncertainty that it will be a payable
one. The reasons for thoir recommeudation aro clearly set forth in the report. t i.i o -w 16 May, 1894.
414. Did the Commissioners take into account the probable extension of the line to the Lachlan? Not
to my knowledge. So far as 1 am aware, that question was not brought before them. i i •
445. IE a railway were taken to Wyalong, and thence to Hillstoii, would it not open up splendid agri
cultural country? I do not think the Commissioners went over the Ilillston country.^
44G. They confined their inspection and inquiry to the country between Temora and Wyalong? ^ Yes.
417. Without taking into account that the line would probably develop a large traffic beyond Wyalong?
I'es ; so far as I am awaro.
44S. Have the Commissioners formed their opinions from the doubtful condition of the settlement at 
tho Wyalong gold-fields? Yes; and having regard to the population along the surveyed line. You 
must recollect that the country between Wyalong and Hillston is now used entirely for pastoral purposes, 
and the traffic from that district comes to the railway now, so that no new traffic would be developed by
tho extension of the proposed line. „ m
449. Traffic coming from tho district between Temora and Wyalong comes to Temora ? Yes ; to lomora
now, but before tho Temora line was opened, some of it used to go to other stations such as Old Junee.
Still, it all came to tho railway. , t j
450. lias tho traffic on the Temora lino increased ? The line has only hern openwl a short time, and
during tho last four or five months the passenger traffic has been abnormal owing to tho rush to the gold
fields, while a great deal of building material has also been sent up there. t j i. iv i
451. But was the traffic increasing prior to tho discovery of gold at Wyalong? I do not think one 
could form a very good opinion upon that point, because the line hail been under construction for some 
time, and a fairly large quantity of wheat was kept back pending the opening of the radwav.
Mr. Brunton, 1 know, kept a large quantity of wheat back. Then, too, the first few months after the 
opening of the lino were busy months, when all the wool and the wheat were being sent down. Ihe line 
has not been open long enough to enable us to compare the earnings of any particular month m one year
with tho earnings of tlio same month in another year. • «: i
452. Tho Commissionore doubt the stability of the traffic on that lino ? Yes, the passenger traffic and
the amount of building material sent over the line is somewhat exceptional.
453. 1 gather that the Commissioners doubt the wisdom of constructing the proposed railway until there
is sumo iiernianency about tho character of the settlement? Yes; that is their report.
•154. Has tho Temora Une paid ? It lias paid more than the working expenses since it has been opened.
In answer to a question asked bv Ytr. Hoskins, a return was laid on the table of the liegislative touncil 
a few nights ago, showing that the total cost of tho line up to date has been £llto,000 and tho revenue 
derived from it has been £5,831, while tlio working expenses only came to £1,934.
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. 455. Then you do not put down lh«t lim-as one o£ the non-i^mR ^ [J of’tho
interest: hut it is more than paym^; working oxi>ensos. 1 he return vs as i i
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aontlia in order to giro time for it to be ‘ .......
mond the consideration of this proposal hemR hold ‘ , ronort 1 take it that thov oonsi
457. Mr. k>«Jn a naraernph in the ( ommieisioncrs re{ or . » ,
lino should l>o constructesl, it carried out, in tho way tcssri y , . constructed

H.
MeUchUn, interest: hut it is more than paying

opening of the line to the 31st Man’h last. consideration of the proposed line for six

•onsulorlnat 1ln^
_ _ paper tinted

I'iuo shoukl iH) constructesl, if carried ir«hould ‘ ho''‘cim»tructed in a similar
10th October 1H92 ? They recommen.l that if it he eonstruLti <i, iv «imui
way to that in which the Xarrabri to M..ree Imc is to America, to observe andrepirt
«8. l>o .vo« kno. if Mr 1 ;.,ne ^ „„ a
upon the character of the light lima there r .>o,
newspaper; hut 1 do not know of my onm knowledge. through Biinilar countrv to that passed
150. Seeing that a Ime from Ttnuora to W ni^ae by tho Temora
through between Cootamumlra and Temora. and i . r j ci,oap inouuer suggested by the

Coo\idr.l.-«l, itlt™«U. .ouia hel,. to .won ..... re...r„» of the

not an extension of the exi.tin, line give "eliU S?”u.dgM";2:
xpeeiafly nd.pted for wl.oat.gro,vlng, and also obtam .ome o ,Ve "0*. Xve i, any .,n«ntily

iTlLTa'anSV;.,::—

get all the wool that comes from that district now. mi.l (\miwa i-» in tho hands of private

land along tho li..e i. cnltivaa^ ? To. ; I have been over tbe 
line Wo' know that a great deal of the wheat there passes t^ugh t , rwoft _ ^rip

through an agricultural district already developed. In the ease of tho W yaUmg district, you are .
ISr ftfm'7oJv‘ e^det.e^’fgther that agvieuUnral prodnee doe. not pay the nnhyaya. I. that beean.0 
it is rartied’at so low a rate ’ If you give railway aecomraodatum to a distnet which is close to a large 
population the land there will be taken up at once, because of its proximity to a market; but here you 
Le 300 miles away from a market, and people naturally prefer land which is
407. Is it not a fact that land nearer Sydney has nearly all Ix-en alienated? Iherc aro millions ot acres

tm^DV^o7kn^w that a great deal of the land which has been taken away from the original pastoral
lS«elJ n^ronW Ibou^^ out towards Cargellico ^’7 :; the
people coming from Victi.ria? I dare sav a good deal of it has been taken up, and, if it paid to do Bo,1h«.

-S’’I

So*^That evidrace shows that people would cultivate much larger arcfis of land if thev had railway 
accommodation, because wheat-growing would nay better than wool? At the same time, however, there
are immense areas of uneultivat^ land alongside the existing lines. ... j i r •*
471 1 take it that the Commissioners would not object to the construction of the propueed railway it it 
couid be constructed for £2,000 a mile? They say clearly that they recommend the postponement ot
472."^^Viey no^eay in the second paragraph of thoir report that if the railway could be made aa a 

pioneer line, at a cost of £85,000, it should be carried out ? Xo.
473 If the line could bo made for that amount, would they still oppose its imnstructionies.
474. Mr. McCourt.'] Unless there were a settled population at Wyalong, tho ComiiiisBioiicrs would oppose 
the construction of the proposed line? A’es.
475. Is there much margin of profit on tbe carriage of wheat? I really could not say.
470. Is not wheat carried at a very low price? It is carried at tho lowest rate that we cr 
177 Therefore there is not a great deal of profit made out of it ? No.

_ . •• > Lfl ^ __ — —

arry anything at.

478, I notice that the Commissioners’ estimate of traffic expenses is much less ilnin in any previous esti
mate put bifore us? I understand that they have simply estimated tho actual cost i f working the line.
479. This estimate is considerably less than the estimate for the Mnreo line? T do not recollect what 
the figures were in connection with the Moree Hue, but this line is much shorter.

4?80.
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450. At any rate, the CommisBionora arrived at this catimato in the usual way ? Yea. It ia an eatimate
of tho actual expensca. Xo cost of auneniaion or nnythinj; like that haa been added. '
451. Ousht not tho coat of superviaion to bo eitimated ? Well, the same geueral expenditure aa ia —

About 40 miles, practically the same length

incurred now would cover tho working of this lino.
452. I HuppoBO tho coat would he divided between tho proposed lino and the Temora lino ? X’o; it would 
bo debited against tho existing lino generally. We should not rec^uire anew traffic manager, or any 
officer of that sort for tho ]>roposcd line.
453, Mr. TrickfK.'] I suppose in the course of the inquiry made by yourself and the Commissioners------?
I have not mado any inquiry inyaelf. My information is obtainwl irom the Commiaaionera' report. Mr. 
Harper went through the district and obtained a good deal of valuable information.
4S t. 1 suppose it has been the experience of tho Commiasioners and yourself that tho population of a new 
gold-field aWays dwindles down very materially after a certain time ? Tes, That may be said now of 
Coolgardio. A largo number get tho fever, and a tremendous rush to a place enauea, and then most people 
lire aorry that they have gone, and come back again. ^
485. That ia the universal experience in connection with gold-fields,-as far as one may judge? Tes. ^ Of 
course an alluvial field boeomea worked out in time,and with reefing fields people come away after a time. 
4Sfi. That is one of the reasons why the Commiaaionera wish to wait a bit before going on with this pro
posed work ? Yea.
4S7. The Commiaaionera estimate that if a permanent population of 1,800 or 2,000 people settles at 
Wyalong, the revenue of the line will be ammt £2.800, and tho consequent annual loss in working 
expenses and interest will bo about £4,0<X> a year ? Yes, _
4SS. That estimate ia based on tho aasumption that the line will only coat £8.5,000? Tea. With regard 
to the carriage of grain, I would point out that it is charged for at a diminishing rate. The longer the 
(liatnuce, the less the rate. For tho journey from Temora to Cootamundra, a distance of 38 milca, all we 
get ia (Id. a ton. , _
480. Chairman.'] But that traffic feeds your main line? The rate is the extension of the main line, 
diminishing with the distance.
490. Mr. Iloakim.] You are referring to full loads—0-ton trucks? Yes.
401. Mr. "iVall.] What ia tho length of the proposed line ? About 40 mil
as tho Temora line. • t_ •
492. Tho Commiasionera eatimate the earninga on the proposed line at £2,8(X), while the eaminga up 
to date on the Temora lino have been .£5,831;—why ahoula they not eatimate the eaminga on the pro
posed lino at the same rate aa the earnings upon the Temora line? Well, on the Temora line, we got 
not only the local traffic, but also the through traffic from Wyalong. Then, too, the traffic on the Temora 
lino haa been abnormal since the rush to the gold-field, and cannot ho taken aa a fair criterion.
493. If the country between Temora and Wyalong ia similar in character and population to that between 
Wyalong and Lake Cargellico, do you think there ia any justification for assuming that the revenue of 
the line will he only £2,800 ? The Commiasionera considered tho matter before making their report.
491. In other estimates which have been put before the Committee, tho paaaenger traffic ha.s been cati- 
mated as bearing a certain proportion to the population ? The passenger traffic is very difficult to eati
mate. Of course, the nearer the district is to a big centre of population, the more people there travel. 
495. Ia this estimate submitted in accordance with the general rule heretofore obaerved, or ia it merely a 
general estimate of tho probable revenue ? It ia a general eatimate.
49(5. I suppose the Commissioners were aware that the question of sending the railway to HiUston had 
been under the consideration of the Works Department ? Not that I know of. The further extension 
of tho lino had not been referred to them, and they do not, aa a rule, report on or consider matters not 
referred to them. They were asked to report on aproposed line from Temora to Wyalong.
497. Were they aware that the line was submitted to this Committee aa a section of a contemplated
extension to Hillston ? No ; I think not. ^ ^i. i. t
408 Has any officer of the Commissioners’ Department been at any time asked to report on that exten
sion ? Not to my knowledge. Surveyors from the Works Department have probably been over the 
country; but no officer of the Commissioners’ Department has been sent there. ^
499. The Commissioners have not considered the question of extending the line to Hillston ? No.
500. Will the officer who has been inquiring as to the probable revenue of the line, be able to give us any 
information as to the quantity of traffic likely to come from Hillston ? I do not know that he will be
able to do that. , . * j
501. I suppose tbe Commissioners regard the advantages derived from railway construction m represented
purely by the cash balance remaining at the end of the year ? To a large extent that would be the way
in which thev would look at the matter. , , , , 11 • • n
502. Is it not a fact that part of the country through which the proposed railway would go is specially
adapted for tho cultivation of wheat ? Personally, I have no knowledge of it.
603. You have spoken of the immense areas of uncultivated land alongside our railway lines, (.an you 
say whether these areas have been reserved for special prices, or whether they are available at ordmary
upset prices ? I could not tell you that. , , , . i i i u iv »
504. You could not say whether the increased price put upon these lands haa tended to lock them up r
No505. Has there been a great increase in tho passenger traffic on tho Temora line since tho rush to Wyalong 
commenced ? There has been a big increase.
500. The trains on that line only run three times a week ? Yes. , „ , , j . u *
507. Arc you aware that on the days when trains are not running, four coaches, fully loaded, P*y 
Cootamundra and Temora ? No. I know that a coach runs with the mails on t^he off days ; but 1 did 
not know that there were four running. I am inclined to doubt tho accuracy of the statement.
508. • If the Committee saw them they ought to know ? Have you any idea of the number of passengers
that would be carried bv the four coaches daily ? , „ ,, ,, ^ • * • • „
.509. Do you think that'if, at the end of six months, tho 'Wyalong gold-field proves capable ofnmmtainm 
double the population estimated for by tbe Commissioners, they- would recommend the construction ot 
the proposed lino ? I could not say, though of course they would then be prepared to reconsider their
"port- 510.

16 Maj, 1S94.
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H. 510. Mr. AWW.1 Hare
pp^smt time there : 

a-ieertuin that there was such a doubt.
w„™ a.afti,.. ...0. ? <>.

tainlr ; the Commiasioners wer«‘ on the field themaolves.
ioVrw. «.tU,n on Prl,.a.v la-t. af.on

S S'ib: r S^n :S:5: ^;Sn rt^S'not n^oUeo. „earin. of U. T

know that on the ofF days, a coach runs to ««rry the maiU. competition ? ^•o.
517. I am referring more particularly to he goi^a traffii. looalities ia likelv to bo serious ?

to w,a,„n«P

The'il'poSSMnoTLnded for .low tralKc ? Yc. The Co,nmieeion..™ pro,,0.0 to run over it at 

S.T,Triwr,:;oofrpeS^~rily involve. inrrea.od erpendi.nre ? It jr^ticaliy double, the

v4T:u"m .L7eS:V?rrVot place with a forced draught? I think .a
504 Towari. the enrot tLir letter the t!-omn,i«>ioner. .peak of a pioneer r.tlw.y ■« a line to car y 
traffic with r..a.on,hle .W at a lower rate of charge than it .a
fn ihp nronosed line ’ 1 have iutt given vou an instance of hou it would appl\. W e take wneac overTelorrS at l^do not think teams could compote with us at that rate. As a matter of

‘i; %Z«„T“von k^ow coming front Cmtantundra, Tuntnt, Mut-nhurrah
and thoienW. in priLe converance. would n.e the railway, or would hey go .traight on? latcal 
^pleToSd ^rebably not nae therailway ; hut 1 think Mr. Harper could give you more mformalion on

500 Have the Commiaaionera allowed for the carriage of ore between M'valong and Barmedman P me 
Commiaaionera .av that they would not attempt to make an eatimate of tho probable revenue of the line.
I undcratand, too, that peraona are putting up cruahlng iilant at Wyalong, ao that there would not be mnch

wTw th? CommLioner. taken into eonaideration tho fact that there la plenty of ironhark rloae t.i 
the propoaed lin? and that aloeper. could be got from there for the pnrpoao of 8U,>plying other linea more 
rtZh Xan thev could be git from other places. You have to take them from Barge Brush now ?

that part of the line. You get a groat deal of red-gum along the rivers. In \ ictoria they use pretty w ell

The Commissioners are losing between £8.000 and £9,000 a year upon the Culcairn lo
MO°”l)oVoVthi^rthafthM^fiiM^^^ likely to pay ? 1 could not say—the revenue has not slinwii any

the* country there similar to that between Temora and Wyalong? I could not say. It is good

country. ^ « tw
531 The cost of that line was over £1,000 a mile ? les.
532. And this line will cost? Say £2.000 a mile. *1.,,
.5.33. Could a cheaper Hoe have been constructed between Culcairn and Corowa? Yos, on tho sjstom
5SrD?Tou^hiuk"8uch a line would have paid? No, because the present line does not pay working

Humpkery.} The Temora line lias been open seven months, I believe ? About s^en months.
.536. What do you estimate the annualintercst on £183,000 to be ? At I per cent., £/,lCK).
537. Then what rate of interest has that line been earning between September and -March la.st. Lc
than 4 per cent., and, of course, tho traffic lia.s been abnormal. . « . i • i
538 Do vou know of any other branch line which at iiresent yields 4 per cent. ? Not a line newly
opened, such as thU. The Narrabri line pays a little more than 4 per cent.
539. Do vou know any line which haa paid 4 percent, from the time of opemug? I do not recollect any. 
510. Therefore, you cannot say that at the present time there has been any loss on the iemora line .
Not at the present time. . . „ , , . • c
.541. In considering their report. ha«l the Commissioners the plan of the proposed extension now belore 
the Committee ? No ; though, of course, they had all information about the proposed line.
.542 Do vou not sec that on the plan before us, an extension of tho line to the Lachlan is marked out ( 
To”some extent that plan seems to me to be misleading, because in order to properly consider this matter, 
you should know the character of the country to the north, ao as to he able to decide whether the
extension should not be made from Forbes. . , , g i • -
543 In reporting upon the proposed line, do vou not think that it was absolutely mvesaary to lake into
consideration the probability of getting traffic from the Lachlan eventually, if the line wore constructed ?
That traffic cornea to the railway at present. . . g. u .u 4V - i...-,.
5it A.re you preimred t<i express an opimou on l)ehalf ot the Cominj«ftioner« as to whether the rauway 
ahould bo extendi4 t<. the Lachlan from Forhea ? That is a matter which 1 have not considered.
545 Do vou not think it is essential, in considering the proposal lieforc the Commitleo, to also take into 
consideration the proposed oxtonsion to the liachkn ? That is a matter which I think (he Committee should
consider.

Less
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r)40. In it not al«o a matter for the CommiMionem to nonnidcr? No; I think they have laid it down all 
through, that tliey do not outer into the policy of coniitructing any lino other than that referred to 
them. They have nc'vor conaidered either rival or alternative routoa.
517. Hhniild they not have given conaidoration to this matter, not aa a queation of alternative routea, but jfj 
aa affecting the earninga of therailway? They would have borne it in mind in framing their report; 
and they have rocominrnde*! that tho matter nhonld ho poatponed.
r>48. Aro tho Commiaaionera familiar with tho traffic coming to tho railway from the Lachlan ? They 
know tho Btationa from wliich it cornea.
r>49. Do they know the volume of that traffic? Yea; wo know what amount of traffic cornea to the rail* 
way at the proaent time.
.'350. I Bupp«)80 you have not taken into consideration whether any of the Lachlan traffic, which ia now 
Buppoaed to go to Victoria, would be obtained by extending the railway to the I^hlan ? Aa a matter 
of fact, tho traffic from the country between Wyalong and tho Lachlan practically goe« to our line now— 
none of it goea to Melbourne.
.551. What about the traffic to Carrathool and Whitton? Thoae atationa are a long way from the proposed 
line.
552. Are they ao very far from Ilillaton? They ar<^ a good distance awav, and on the Murrumbidgee, 
which differs not only in name but also in natural characteriatica from the f/achlan.
558. Some of tho witnessea who wore examined l)y the Mectional (Committee said that the traffic reaching 
('arrathool and Whitton found its way to Victoria;—is that correct? So far as I am informed a great 
part of that traffic cornea along our way ; but I believe Mr. Harper could give you more complete infor
mation.
554. Mr. O'Snllhan.] I gather from your evidence that the Commiaaionera hare looked upon thia line 
simply aa a line to Wyalong ? Yea ; tliey were aaked to report upon auch a line, and they did ao.
555. Did they take into eonaideration the probability of a large aettlement taking place at Wyalong, in 
conacquonce of the throwing open of the leasea in the Central Diviaionf They would conaider that in 
a general way.
550. There is no mention mado of it in thoir report? They would have it in their mind in making the 
report. ^
557. You are aware that that land ia ailmirably suited for agriculture, and especially for wheat, and is
likely to bo taken up aa aoon as the leaaea aro tfirown open. 'That being ao. ia there not a poaaibility of a 
groat amount of traffic coming from the district, even apart from the gold-field ? Yea ; but in the opinion 
of tho Commiaaionera, that development was too problematical to justify the present construction of the 
railway. ,
558. XVhen the construction of the Temora line was recommended, the Temora gold-field had practically 
cease<l to exist. Tbe line was recommended aa one likely to develop an agricultural district? Yea; but 
ibero was a certain amount of mining going on there and at Barmedman.
5,50. If the construction of tho Temora lino was juatifiable, on the ground that it would serve an 
agricultural district, would not the construction of the proposed line be justifiable for the same reason? 
The Commissioners have fully considered the matter, and they do not recommend the construction of the lino.
560. If tho line were extended to the Lachlan, would it not take a great deal of the traffic that now goes 
to Melbourne vid Carrathool and Whitton? It would gain no new traffic.
561. I understand that a great deal of the traffic in that district goes down the Murrumbidgee to Echuca 
and scarcely uses our railw^a at all; but if a line were made to the Lachlan, or even to Wyalong, would 
not a great deal of that traffic como to Sydney, and thus give a return to our railways ? So far as I am 
advised, there is not a great amount of traffic from between Hillston and Wyalong going to 'V ictoria.
562. Chairman.'] In the seven months, during which the Temora lino has been opened, it has paid working 
expenses, and almost intereat charges as well ? Yes.
.508. But you consider the traffic upon it abnormal, owing to the fact that a large quantity of produce was 
kept back in anticipation of the opening of tho line, and because of the rush to the Wyalong gold-fudda? 
Yes; I ought to mention that the months immediately following tbe opening of the railway—October, 
Xov'eraber, and December—are the fat months of the year. May, .Tunc, and .Tuly, are lean months.
564. Ho that tho traffic during the remaining five months of the year would be veiw light compared with 
what haa already taken place ? Yes; it would bo rather misleading to take the returns up to date aa a 
criterion of the probable traffic of the line, because of the favourable circumstances which have attended

that fact weighed with the Commissioners in recommending the po.stponement of the proposed
work? To some extent it has. . r • i. i u
566. When the Commiasioners were asked to report upon the proposed Ime, were they turnisheU by the 
Construction Branch with an estimate of its probable cost? I do not recollect.
567 As a matter of fact, on what were they to ba-so their estimate of the probable net revenue of the 
line, if they did not know what it was to cost? I think the cost was stated by Mr. Deane to be about

568 is it not the invariable custom for the Construction Branch to famish the Commissioners with an 
estimate of cost? Yes; we generally get their estimate, and the Commissioners usually state in their
report that the Engineer-in-Chief fixeil tho cost at so much. ^
569 "Why then have the Commissioners ignored tho estimate of the Construction Branch in this cmc, ami
worked on an estimate of their own ? They have not ignored the estimate of the Construction Branch; 
but they say that they would recommend a pioneer line, and give an estimate of what tneythniK the 
pioneer line would cost. Tho same thing wns done in connection with the Moree line. _ _
570 That statement is uot borne out bv facts. In reporting upon the Moree lino the C-ommissioners 
took the estimate of the Engineer for Bailwav Construction, and has it not been their invariable practice 
to base their report upon that officer’s estimate ? Aa a rule, of course, the Commissioners reports are 
based upon the estimates of the Constructing Branch. The Sloree estimate given was much amended on

5n no^t Ethe first time that the estimate of the Construction Branch has been put on one side r I 
think this is the first time in which the Commissioners have given thoir estimate of cost m this way.
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T doH. 672. C.U you pve u* any roaaon »l>y tho catimato ot tho Construction Branch shonU bo ignored P

not know that it has been iguored. l?rancH in tlieCommisBionen* report?
573. Can you find Ruyrofercnce to tho oatiinato of tho Construe _ ^ivo it a« thoir573. Can you find anyroiercnce lo mo chuu.huu ----------- tho Commisaiouora give it a« thoirifilllCISl. Mr. Peane seems to have mado an estimate for an ordinary line, and tho Commissi b

’ opinion that tho work could be done much more cheaply. ■PniTinoer-in-Chief estiinatcil that tho
574. As a matter of fact, tho Commissioners wcio o rnTthat the lino would
proposed lino would cost £110,000? I am not sure. Mr. Ueaue mentioned lo mt
cost £10i>000. ^ -pa ftttf] liavc niftJo ftn CBtinifttc575. Tho Commissioners in their report have ® yes* they’think the Hue could bo made
of their own, putting tbe probable cost of tho line at £85,tltXJ r , y
for that. ‘ ‘

alter for the discretion ot itio wr -
inoiYSr; dJeauc cmridcrcd th.t thi. line rhould be rMlar lo Ibc line from .Narrabr. to Morco,

and mado his estimate for a light line, instead of for a pioneer line. Thp^^p’s estimate before thorn ?
577. That has nothing to do viith tho fact that the Commissioners had Mr. Deane a estimate oe
Tho Moree line was originally estimated to cost^100.000,1 think. -atimako nut before the
578. That was not the estimate put before this Committee, and it
Committee by the Kngineerfor Railway Construction that Commissioner, ba^^
to know whv, in this case, they have ignored the estimate put before iis, , . ^but tLv
an cstimate'of their own ? The Commissioners have not 'Scored the eng neers o«tim^e but to y
think that the work should be done for £85.000. 1 might say that Mr. endence
upon the Moree line, sUted that the original estimate of cost for tho hno was £oCOfiW.
579. Is it a fact that during the last twelve months throe railway officers have
of reiiortiug on the construction of cheap lines, and the general running of ays there ? I hr 
railway officers Jiavo visited America within the last few months for the purpose of reporting on railway

5S0. Hare thev reported to the Commissioners ? les. a\A t^aI- m to58L Have thoie reports been publish^? Ko, they are private reports. These officers did not to
inquire only into the construction of light railways.
5S2. Was kr. Shellshear one of them ? Yes. * i- o rr« nf ibp
.583. Is it a fact that he devoted his attention principally to railway construction ? Ho ^ ^
engineers for existing lines, and dealt with the character of the lines m America, and, of course, to some
extent with their method of cheapening lines.
584. And Mr. Parry with signalling and traffic matters? Tes.
585. And Mr. Howe with mechanical matters ? Tes.
.586. Is Mr. Shellshear in Sydney? I think not.
.587. Where are his headquarters ? At Goulbum. , . n i i.i;„o
558. Was there anything in the reports of these officers which it would bo undesirable to make public r 
Not that I am aware; but in managing a big Department such as theirs, the Commissioners do not
publish everything in the press. ^
559. At all events, these reports have not been made public ? No.
590. Mr. McCourt."] You stated that the working expenses on the Temora line for seven months amounted 
to £1,900. Tor the remaining five months they would not be so heavy ? I do not think there would be 
any difference.
.591. So that in a year the working expenses would come to about £3,500? I suppose so. • i i
592. When the proposal to construct that line was before the Committee, the Commissioners estimated 
that the working expenses would come to £7,497 per annum, or double the actual amount? In one way 
and another the cost of maintenance and other traffic expenses have been very much reduced since the 
first reports were made. The actual cost and maintenance on branch lines is now about £^ a mile. 
When the Commissioners took office their maintenance was estimated at £125 per mile, aud that would 
make a big difference in 40 miles.maae a oig uinereuce m *u miies. ic o m,
.593. So that the Commissioners have reduced the cost of working tbe lines by about one-half. Ihev 
have made considerable reductions, and if they were making an estimate to-day they would reduce it 
constderablv-consiaeraoiy.
594. It would follow from that, that the estimates of working ex^nses previously put before tho Com
mittee have been too high ? Many of them could, I think, ^ reduced.
595. Largely reduced? On a branch line they could be largely reduced. _
596. Mr. liumphert/.] If the railway were extended to Wyalong, would there bo any increase in wages ? 
Naturally.
597. In what respect ? You would have to have more maintenance men.
598. But aa far aa the management of trains was concerned? Tea; because the distance would be
increased by about 40 miles, or 80 miles there and back. ,
599. How long would it take to do the journey? Three or four hours each way, and then a driver has to
get his engine ready. I think we should have to put on a double set of men to work the line from Coota
mundra to Wyalong. _
600. Y'ou estimate the working expenses of the line at £3,500, about the same as the actual cost of working 
the Temora line ? Tes.
601. Do you not think that that estimate is excessive ? 
consideration.

I think not. The Commissioners made it after
consiuersiion.
602. Now that the trains run only three times a week on the Temora line, are the men paid full wages ? 
The maintenance men lose three-quarters of a day a fortnight.
603. I am referring to tbe men on the trains ? Aa far as possible, when they are not working on tho 
Temora line, their services are used in other ways.
604. Mr. Meild.] What do tho engine-drivers do on the off days ? Work is found for them in one way 
or another; but I do not know exactly how they are employed.
005. Chairman.] Ton have based your estimate of wurkiug expenses upon a cost of £85,000; but if the

lino



MtNUTEtJ OF EYIDEWCE—RAIl.WAY FROM TRMOH.V TO WYALOXO. 23

lino wero to coat £104.(XK), ami were of n moro Bubatantial character than that you auRgert, would nob
tho wt)rking expensoK b« rcduceil ? T think not. * _ ’
000. 1« there not nnm* wear aud tear on a cheaply-conHtructed line than there ie upon a more aubatantinl
lino P Tljuro iniRlit he a little leaa wear and tear, ',but that would l)e compensated for by the alow hpetd m iggi
alfwhich traiiiH would travel over the clieapor lino. Over ono line you would travel at the rate of 10
milea an hour, while on the other line you could travel at 25 or 30 mifee an hour, if necesaary.
007. Mr. Davies.'] Tho recoipta on the Toraora line show that that lino in paying working expenaea and 
more than 3i per cent, intereat on tho capital cost;—what interest ia paid on the money Iwrrowc*! for 
that lino P Loaim arc not raised for any particular linc>.
flits. Jliit you do not pay more than 3^ per cent. intercMt on any loan ? Yes, we do. We reckon tho
average intercut at about t per cent. i t u
(50S). Mr. 2f^eild.] I undurutand that your estimate is baaed upon a service three times a week ;—it tho
trains run six days a week, would tbe working expenses be double? No.
fllO. How much would they be increased? I could not say off-hand ; but they would not be doubutl.
()11. Mr. Wall.] Could not the stall’ now engaged on tho Temora line be used to work the ^V yalong lino.
I think not. i o x-
fll2. Do the trains run from Cootamundra to Temora and return to Temora on the same day r les.

.Tohn Harper. Ksej., Goods Superintendent, Department of Railways, swoni, and examined:
1513. Chairman.] You have visited tho country round and beyond Wvalong, I understaml ? Yo^ J. Harper,
1)14. Mr. Iloskint^ 1 suppose you have, on many occasions, travelled between Cootamundra and Temora?

015. Is that country pretty wtdl settled ? ()uly comparatively well Hcttled—there is not much popula-
lation there. , „
CIO. What is the character of tho settlement;—is tho land settled by farmers, by squatters, or oy small 
graziers ? There nro two or three squatlers, and tho rest of tho land is agricultural country, in the hands
of selectors. i • *l
017. Is much wheat sent over tho railway from Temora to Cootamundra ? About t0,000 bags during the
soason—that is, to Coidamuiuira and to other poiuts along the main line.
OIS. Have you been in th.at locality lately? Yes.
019. Have you been beyond Wyalontr? Nut recently.
020. Have you ever been beyond Wyalong? Yos; 1 have been up in the Hillston and Cargellico
District. ... i_ *
021. Is the country between Temora and \Vyalong, and beyond Wyalong, similar to that between leinora
and Cootamundra? I think the country between Temora and Cootamundra is better than tliat between 
Temora and Wyalong. .
G22. For grazing, or for agriculture ? For agriculture and for grazing v v a.
B23. Ih thecountrv beyond Wyalong, out towards Cargellico and Ilillston, as good as that between 
Cootamundra and Temora ? Yes ; it improves as you go out towards the Lachlan. It is good country out

(521. Where does that good country commence ? I should think within 10 or 15 miles of Cargellico, say,
20 or 30 miles the other side of Wyalong. The country there ia more favourable, I should imagine, ii>t
settlement. , , * , e \ i
025. Has any settlement been made in that district by selectors who have taken up large areas or land,
.-ind combine pastoral with agricultural pursuits ? Y'es ; to a limited extent. . . i • j tv .
G26. In what locality ? Between Temora and Wyalong, there haa l«en settlement of that k>nd. About
forty people have taken up land there, and some of them have put in wheat; but the results last year
were not very successful. About 1,300 acres of land were put under wheat, and the yield ,wa.a alxmt
10,000 bushels. .
G27. Was th© soason against them ? They say that the season was against them. v j f
G2S. Is the country beyond Wyalong settled ? There is more aettlement out m the neighbourhood ot
Cargellico.
029. How farfrom Wyalong ? I suppose about 35 miles.
G30. What arc those settlers—are they vignerons, agriculturalists, graziers ; or do they combine .agncui-
tun* with grazing ? Thor combine agriculture and pastoral pursuits on small holdings.
031 Do they seem to bo’fairly prosperous ? T could not say. It is nearly two years since ! was out in 
that neighbourhood, and then I did not go there with tho view of making any inquiry into tlio nature of
S^.^Have'you heard the lieople in and about Wyalong express the opinion that when the Centra! Dtvismn 
leases expire, a large amount of settlement will take place in that part of tho country ? I have hcanl t h.at
said, wherever I have been in Now South Wales. . „ n .
G33. Have you heard it said in that part of the country ? 1 cannot say. I can scarcely recollect con
versations of no moment to mo which occurred two years ago. . r . a
G31. Do the people beyond Wyalong suffer in consequence of the dryness of the climate and the absence
of surface-water ? Of recent years they have not suffered much from the dryness of the climate, .and thi 
pastoralists have made a lot of artificial water. What their reasons arc for complaining about their lot, 1

G35^°How°do the people away from Lake Cargellico manage do they make tanks and dams ? Yea.
G3(5. Is it good holding ground for water ? That 1 could not say. tv * e .v«
G37. Do you think from tho information you have gathered from your recent joumev, that if th^e
were extended to AVyalong, a largo additional area of land would be put under cultivation
doubtful about it, under existing conditions, auch as the price of wheat, and the discouraging circumstaiues
G3,? Yrnfairnot hl^^any of the settlers say that if they had tho benefit of mU«aT
would cultivate wheat, because, at present jiricos. it w.niM pay better tlian wool ? I dan'sny I haie hi anl 
them sav that; but people will say anything to prove that they ought to get a nutway.
039 Wiiat is your own opinion ? I am rnther mclmed lo bo doubtful about it.



J.Hftrpor, 640. lloubtEuUboutwUt—tbe propriety oE making R railway ? OE the extent to which agriculture will

G4L°You will not expre-*fl any opinion aa to the propriety oE " W^'nlaced indcr^uUivation^rthe
IG May. 1894. You do not consider that n largo additional area of land wo that there will bo inoro

railway were extended to Wyalong? I do not see any reason
cultivation there than there is along existing lines closer to y y. . .. i g j-ftil^ay to Temora
and Temora the area which has been put under crop owing to the f J J’*''
is comparatively limited. There aro slill large areas of land ‘ regard to tho
6W. Is not the cultivation of land bolwcen Cootamimdro f jonc to puUhathand under
fact that the line has only been constructed a few months? It does not take long to pur
cultivation, and tho line fias been under construction ^ . ... „ou„trv out towartla tbe
644. The country beyond Wyalong is not expensive ? the
lake and tho river. That country is not ao expensive lo clear ns is tho couniry oeiwo
SruL lino wore oitondod lo Wyalong, would it atlraot wool which now f" ^
Whitton, and thence down the Murrumbidgee to bchuca and so to Melbourne? I district would
646 Why ? Because nothing will bring that wool this way. C ertaui clips of wool m that district w u
have to go to Melbourne under any circumstances, unless their exportation were prohibited.
647 Why is that P Because the tinancial interests of the stations are in Melbourne. . .. . .
64m' Sunboso wc gave those stations increased facilities, iu the way of cheap and rapid transit, 'Jo > ^ 
thbik ^eTol 3d cZ to Sydim We do tliat now. We o^er low and rapid transiH^
Carrathool, Hay, and the stations on tho Jlurrumbidg^; but, notwithstanding that, they cro
railwav line and avail themselves of the low transit providoil by the Bteamora. r e
6t« Ho you not think that that is because tbe steamer freights aro cheaper than tho railway freights .

t“aTre!'t^ontcy:nce ’Vf much profit to the railway ? Ko- As

ridT“‘ir/.oi:JoVtaiTour ^viLtf nTyou do not tlduk that if tho lino were Uken to Wyalong or
l^en farthcrwXt^^^^^^ wool and wheat carried on tho New South Wales raihvays would be
iiicreasdi ? I do not think any new traffic would result. Of course, I am leaving the poimlatiim now at 
Wv&louff out of considoratiou, because it is problematical whether it w'lll increase or decrease.S*C„a“.r Could you make an catrmata of the trafBe in the Wyalong d.slr.et won d go
over the proposed iL ? Yos; I estimated that at £2,764. The following is a copy of niy report, to 
which I iLe appended a list of the stations which would probably send their wool by tho proposed

line. [Vide Appendix.}________________________.

TJlVMSDAr, 17 MAT, IS94.
^resrnt:—

JACOB GABBARD, Est;. (Chaibman).
The Hon. William Hesbt Sdttob. William Ciij^dos Wall, Esq.
Thelton. .Tames Hoseins. William McCoubt, Esq.

lion. Errokbick Thomas IIumphebt. John Casii
Hon. John Davies, C.M.G. Edwabb -VVilltam O Sullivan, Esq.

- - ClIABLES Collins, Esq.

24, pabliamk:ttaby stahdiso committee on public works.

J. Harper,
E*l-

Henry Dawson, Esq.

The Committee further considered the projiosed Bailway from Temora to Wyalong.

John Harper, Esq., Goods Superintendent, Department of Bailways, sworn, and further examined
M3. Mr. TricMI.-i In your memorandum, dated 23rd April. 1S94, you aay that tho line wo aro con- 
sidcring is proposed to form part of a scheme of railway construction to Hillston, on the lAaclilan, ud 
I^ke Cargellico. Yesterday, however, Mr. McLachlan stated that that extension did not form the 

17May. 1«M. ^^biect of any part of the ’Commissioners’ report? Certainly. I only mentioned the fact because 1
thought it was one to which I ought to draw the attention of the Commissioners. My estimate was based
Holelv UDon the probable traffic of a liue to Wyalong. .1 • . r
6.54. whose proposal is it to extend the line to Ilillaton ? I gathered that that was the mtoutioii, from
the rejKirt of tho surveyor engaged on surveying the route.
6o5. A surveyor from the W'orks Department ? Yes.
(>.■>6 Has your memorandum been before tho Commissioners . Yes. , i .1 v *
6.')7 Can you tell us what is their view with regard to this very important proposal to extend the Jme to 
Hillston ? Of course. I do not know; but I do not think they have gone into the question. 1 have not
done so on their behalf. . r ■ -i-i *t
(wS Do you not think that that extension is ono of tho most important features in connection with the
matter udder consideration? That I cannot say. As fsr as my knowledge goes, the Commissioners
have merely dealt with tbe proposed line to Wyalong. ^ ^
659. Did you go to Hillston in the course of your inquiries? Ko.
GOO. Hare you been in tbe district at all ? I have been there twice. On the last occasion I was there
about two years ago. 1 o -v
GGl. Did you not find that tbe traffic was being fairly well earned on by the teams along the road . les.
6G2. Andthatthe road, in ordinary weather, was in fairly good condition? Y’es. The first time I was
up there, they had nearly 4 inches of rain, but when last I was there, the weather was dry.
0<53. With the exception of where it passes through the gilgai country, and eould be repaired by the use
of sapplings aud metal, I suppose the road is as good as must country roads ? Y es ; it is a good back
country road. , , o
GG4. While in Wyalong, did you ascertain the views of tbe people with regard to tho proposed railway 
The people I spoke to in Wyalong did not appear to trouhlo themselves very mucli about the railway.____________ _________ w___ V - . W®**"
They were more concerned with their mines.
0G5. The fccliug in regard to it was certainly not keen? Ko. GUO.
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COO At tlio present time, 1 suppofle, Ihe road traffic giro* employment to a very large nnmher of team- J- 
Btorn, farrier*, hay niul corn merchants, and others, who, if the railway were constructed, would probably 
oso their buHinos*? Vos ; there are a largo number of teamH employed on tho road. 17May,l8W.

iMu. Do vou know what thoy arc paying for oarrjfing between Wyalong and Temora? irom 30a, to
a ton. £2 a ton in about tho moat they aro paying. . ,
00'^. Is that for carri.ngo both way*? That la from Temon. >othmg i* being earned back as far as
Temora; but they carry ore to Barmedman, at from 10*. to 15*. a ton.
60!). Did you flnd that the pcfiple at Wyalong were suffering hardslupa through not bemg able to get 
jirovirtion* up? No ; 1 found ororything remarkably cheap there. I only paid 1*. 6d. a feed for each of

67^. You GHtimate the total possible goods and coaching traffic on the proposed lino at £2,7(>l in ruund

07lTb not'that a pretty liberal estimate? Yos ; boca-ise while I have only dealt with the rm'way to 

Wyalong. 1 have included the traffic from station.* r-ght out on the Lachlan, though it is doubtful it that
traffic will como to tho lino. , . , i i t <5 t i --^1^
072 Mr. Neild.} Do you anticipate that teamsters will compete much with the proponed lino f J can hardly
say ; the teamsters are prepared to do such extraordinary things iiow-a-days. There ®°”'®
petition in higli-class traffic. Our maximum rate wouhl probably be about id. a mile; but there have been
cases in which teamsters lately have been carrying for 2d. a mile. . , , , ^ ,
073. The fact that teamsters are able to compete with tho railway is largely due to the good seasons and
abunilaneo of crass which wo have had lately ? I'e*. ___,, ,
C7i. In bad seasons, when teamsters had to carry thoir own feed, I suppose competition would be
absolutely impossible ? ies; all but impossible. , j r t
075. Is there! in a ffood leason like the present, a fair nupply of grasn along the
AVyalong? No ; tho teamsterd have to carry feed for tho la«t 10 or 12 mi.ed at the ^V j along end* There
is Bcarcelv enouch grass there to keep a bullock alive. . .. i. xi. i i07G. WhL you^peakof high-class traffic, I suppose youmean wool? No; 3d. a ton would be the local

677° You°?o not shut your eyes to the possibility of teams competing with ^^

ignored such competition, because in making out these estimates I
traffic to which it is entitled. Under ordinary circumstances we assume that it would have that
67K Then in good seasons vou estimate that it might reiuionabk di.-counted to tho extent of the
teamsters’ competition ? Yes; but the traffic would have to go to \ oung or toolamun, or some other
point upon tho rail wav, so that we should not lose it altogether iftmilMan
670. At prescut on none of your lines do you run at so low a rate as lo miles an hour . No , 18 miles a
hour is our lowest speed, including stoppage-*. . ,x • r>  
6H0. On what line is that? That is the average *pecd of a mixed tram on the Cooma hne^
681 In making vour estimate, liave you based it upon the existing current rates ? \\ e 7/;®®
in operation on the Temora line, and I have credited the proposed hue with
6S‘’^llow much higher are tho local rates than the ordinary rates? On wool they would be a Id. a mile

Secrete, to tho Hailwov Coo..i«ione„ 
yesterLv, that a slow train service is more expensive than a rapid service, inasmuch m the time occupied 
in runnii’iu the train* over tho line is almost doubled ? 1 have not conaidered that.
6st. But ^assuming that that statement was correct, the ratio of earmngs to expenaes would be reduced, 

if Ihe Temora lioe worked at a alow rate of .peed ? No, at aa avera-e rate. The train, Irarel

08r'\VT?h“".Torrrfe“o£ epeod on the propo.ed line, whHo the earning, would be the .ame, the traffic

exncnsea would bo higher? Yes ; the net earmngs would be lees. a Vr,^9 Vn T do6S7. Do you know if it is proposed to use the lighter class of engines upon the proposed line . No, I do

OSS Yoll“Io noJ e^7eVt\hat The"mfflc will nercltate the n.e of bear, engine. ? Ton ran alw.,, more 
flimilTi with flight engine, no matter what the weight of the truck, may be. kor a l.ght eng.ne

bS 7rthVloiXnd«irt" bYsudicicut^- heavy to neeMsitate tho use of heavy train. ? I scarcely think

lo Sitli ? Ve. , beeanse there you get into

f ^ been t» imuton, and tbrougb Cargellico. but I

. Ill cSatcIl; onhe^mpnlaUon would be. Some people thought the field wa, everything that wa, good, 

O^i'VllerelillTIIlYrirv'nbonl tbe permanency of tho population would lead to a feeling of uucer-

r.;i"k."e-S/k bk;;--..e.4.. n.-.• ..i—^
oli?‘hTwlVtl’S Kl”Ba?:?Klan7ta I, cut up a god deal, but it would be

S97“Tl't°roX°ru.“throngb pine ,crnb ? To. , but if you go off the track into the bush i. i. net a bad

lios” k^en l' drove over it, ten or twelve year, ago, it waa difficult to traverse, because of the numetou.

283-D
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J. HArpcr, little pine stumpp Ptiekirg up hko po inanT coWjler b pegs. clenr ’iiow, the ruts
K*i- l^rm!^m*n to Tonioni vitli the C..mmiPPumcra at night. The road .« prncticiUiy clear ,

S*l'n n.S;’ing y™? ot:'.;:; you h.vu given thn r-po-cd linn .he benef.. of the douh. iu uU oa,e. ?

7*: Jlfe. n-oH,] Jf the Com,ui.,ioner« Mule, through their reeret.ry, .hut they ’'-YhatT"nkMhe.n'.'o
intended extonpion of the line to Hillston. they cannot have lo con-
moan ip that they have im knowlodgo of tho esteuBion. so far a. bemg prepared to giro evmui

70L*You'ltate that the rales chargeable on this line,
ehanudou the Temora line? Vep ; local rates, which are higher ^
thn.iii‘'h rates from Sydiiov to Cootamundra, ami from thero to Temorn we charge a oc -n.,^oj.a Hue '* 
702 The rates on the proposed lino would be the same as you are now charging on the femora ime .

7oT Have you any knowledge of the sottlement l>ctween AVyalong and Lake Cargellico ? Xo ; I have 

not been over that country, ... . .l„ .^HUmrunf ATl«linL» within a

^ ;r s ^..hiu =» uu.r^

Z T,h?;”llL^T^'M,vc:fu WvigTud^ CargelHuo i. n. grunt th.l bclwurn Iturmudmun 
;^d .!.« .hum uill be n, much truffic fro... .bat part of thu country f

of wymong, ,,r„d„cu ^ ou,d bo 

oJ^aloug nil, buna grua. or gvuatur

able to infer tlmt the goods and passenger traffic on tho proposed line, apart from the produce came ,
will be ai least equal to the traffic on the Tem.ira line ? IJecidedly. r * nn tl.P Temora lino
70S. Can you give the Committee any information as to the normal volume of traffic on the Temora lino

g?vrim the"monthiy7« returns ? Yes ; though before doing ao T should 
ofiZt^Je rather misleading. becauPe during the first few months that tho hne
wooUud wheat traffic of the season came over It. The total traffic for September was £U-, tortktober,
£l,13-»; for November. £1,101; and for December, £708.
710. Tho rush commenced about the beginning of January ? Yes. T?«1,ninrr £03^ • and in
711. And from January on, what were ihe earmngs ? In January, £o3J ; m February, £0-1- , ana m
March. £1,1139. That'is the last return that I have. ,o a-
712. Do those figures npresent the total earnings inwards and outwards ? ies
713 Taking tho average of the three months since January, there has been a falling off "j""**
uttributablu t, the failure of the wheat ,,ud wool tralDc? Ye,, but there were rf^/^ir'lraffic there
truck rate to Temora of £32 10s., and the result was that we were drawing the doling traffic there,
consequentlv we had to put Young on tho same footing as Iemora. ^ ii. i o 3r^w
71 i. l)id yo'u visit Ilillston to inquire into the volume of traffic going era Carrathoo. . To try and draw
that traffic this wav, if I could. „ i < • .
71.1. Was tliere much traffic going in that direction at the time ? fherc was sonic wheat goin„ from
Gmibarto Carrathool and Whitton.
71(5. Was there any wool? Yes. . i. o t j
717. Waa the survey of the proposed extension to Hillston mado priorto your report. I made no report.
I simply went there'canyassing, to try and get the stations tlicreto send lheir wool to Sydney.
718. Your visit had nothiiigto do with the construction of any line? No. .
719. Do y.iu know whether the proiwsetl line from Temora lo Ilillston was surveyed before your iisitto 
that part'of the country or afterwards? I do uot know. I did not liear of the surveyors being out
when 1 was there. . * * 1*1 • 1
720. You are not in a position to say whether the proposed oxtensiou has been under the consideration or
the Commissioners? 3o ; it has never been under my consideration. , a* . • , 1 , a
721. You stated yesterday that the average production of wheat iu the yalong district was about
bushels to the acre ? Yes; that was according to the returns.
722. Are vou aware that the decrease in wheat is to bo attributed to the failure of the crop at Iemora, 
not to the'failure of the Bnrmedman crop? The return wliich 1 obtained from the local police olhccr
showed that bushels of wheat had Invn obtiiined from 1,300 ju*rcs. ^ ft i 1.
723. Are you aware that Barmedman is included in the land district which eitcnds to femora, i cannot
si>oak as to that; but I have a list of {daces where ^heat is grown. _ , -
721. Are you aware that a large quantity of tho wheat grown in the vicinity of Barmedman was cut tor

725. The evidence of the farmers examined by the Sectional Committee at Barmedman went to show that 
the average vield wah 15 bushels to the acrer I can only quote the ofBcial returns.
72G. You did not make snv inquiry among (he farming community as to what tlic yield was, you simply 
took the returns furuislied to youtiy tho police at Barmedman ? 'ihnt is so. ^ ^
727. If the population at Wvaiong were as great or greater than tlie population of 1 oinora, would it not give 
a return to the lailtvay equal to that furnished hy Temora? Decidwly. 1 may mention tnalthe returns ot 
the inward tonnage tiierv* \< based up<m two months of annlyse<l Temora trailic, distinguished from trafiic 
CiJiningto that pla<*o fnim Young and other diKtrictH.
72s. l)oea the train from Cootamundra to Temora return from Temora to Cootamundra the same day . 
Yes; coiDing back at night to meet the mail. The engine is stabled at (’ootanumdra. ^
72t). Docs the train remain at Cootamundra the next day? No; It runs to (rundagai on tho alternate 
days. ,

• 730. J/r. llumvhery.'] What was the coat of carriage from Temora to Cootamundra prior to the opening
or



the railway ? Itatira were very hi«h everywhere, then ; but they have gone down aince the breaking 
oE the Carriers’ Union. I »hould imagine that at that time they amounted to between £2 and £3 a
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of 
up
73*1. ^Vllat was tho cost of carrying wheat from Temora to Cootamundra ? I can soarcely remember ; 
but I should think about 5d. or 0<l. a bushel. That is ab<iut the usual rate for the distance.
7.3-> Are wo to underHtaud that tho CommissionorB carry wheat from Temon to Ciiotamundra for fd. a 
bushel [)er mile ? Yea. The rate would bo (hi. from Barmedman, anti »d. frt.m Wyalong. That is the 
through rate, ft docs not matter where the wheat comes to, it ia charged for at that rate. Vor instance, 
if it were milled at Cootamundra, and then came on to Sydney, it would bo charged the extended
til much rate. , . i_ i_ n i.
73:3 Do you not think that in view of the pwat hont*fif« given In the by thn railway, tho rates
might have been fixed somewhat higher? No; the policy of the CommissionerB has always l>een to
encourage agriculture, \wczmo they think that if indirectly they get an a-UanUge from the nurcased
prnductii)n, they are rendering a benefit to tho country. . r u
7;U. Do vou think it is possible for any branch railway to pay if you carry wheat for ono-twer.ty-tourtli 
part of itie amount which teamsters charge for carrying it ? I think so, if there is sufficient population
in the district. , i
733 What are you charging for wool? I have given the line credit for 3d. a ton per mile. . , , ,
730. But what do you charge between Temora and Cootamundra? Three-pence a ton per mile is the local

737. That is about lOe. a ton for the 40 tnilefl ? Yes. . , n . • ^
73S, What waa the rate before the line wai opened? 1 could not say; but I should imaguie that it was
about Is. a ton a mile. ^ , , « • . m o t-
739. So that it now carried fora fourth of what was charged before the opening of the railway . i es.
740. Wliat i« theprosent rate charged by toa:nstcrs ? You can hardly tell. 1 have known them to take
loading for 2d. a ton per mile. . t> j al 4.
741. But what is tho ordinary rale? Tho ordinary rate up to 50 miles is about Is. a ton. Beyond that
it is about lud. a ton. « , . ^ eoi ' .t. i_ -..j
74*^ So th.it producers of wool in the Temora .liafrict have benefited to the extent of Od. in the Is., ana
nr^ducorB of wheat to the extent of 5M. in Od., by tho opening of the railnay ? Yes, that 18 the position
7b3. You are familiar with tho whole of the district between Forbes and IlilUton? ies; 1 know it all

?4^*Are^you familiar with all the stations beyond the Lachlan? Yes; I have been on many of the 

stations between the Lachlan and tho Darling.
745. From vour knowledge of the present traffic on tho New South \\ ales railways, can you say if the 
eitonsion of the railway from Temora to Cargellico, and on to Hillston, would serve a dwtnet not at 
present served by the Hay railway ? I do not think it would. I think that relatively all these distncts 
are pretty well served. It U good travelling country at the time they want to travel,—that is, during the

rnrA^ jo"u of opinion that much of the traffic on and beyond the Lachlan would come to an extension
of the proposed railway to Hillston ? 1 do not think i j K*
7 i7 Why P Because, as 1 pointed out yesterday, most of the stations there are owned and controlled by
Victorian financial agents, bo that tho wool naturally goesdown the Murrurabidgw.
748 Which of the railway stations receive most of tho traffic from tho stations on and beyond the 
Lachlan? Carrathool, Whitton, and Hay deal with most of that traflic.
749. And traffic going to those statione mostly continues on to \ ictoria s' les.
750. Ooin-^ down the Murrumbidgeeto Kchuea? Yea. v t- * • „ o
751. Wliat is the rea-sou for th.it ? I think most of those propeities were taken up by ' 
institutions, which exercise a very strong control over them still, and they feel
wool to Sydney under any circumstances. I have a very interesting map here which shows our position

7^*^‘From whit part of tho Lachlan district does the traffic find its way over to Victoria instead of coming 
to Sydney? Xea^rly all the traffic in the district having Marfield, Tallaock, Vathoiig. and (
for its northern boundary, and Huntawong. Cowl Cowl, ami (.unbar for ^
wiv tn ('nrrathool and Uav. All the frontage stations semi their produce to the llav ine.
753 \ro vou of opinion that if the Temora line were extended to Hillston via Lake Cargellico, the wool

have just mentioned would make use of tliat extension instead of going into
VictoriaP Vo • I think that the bulk of it would still go down tho rner. r u .
751 You do not see anv prospect of such an extension becoming profitable by reason of any fresh traffic 

u t •? iT \Vw South W..l«8 linei’ No; I might mention as bearing on this point
H.afVhV'’ve^^ rate of £3 5s. a ton, which is little more than half the ordinary
rate, for tb^ wor coming fro^m a station within (>0 miles of Cobar, m order to induce them to use our

r5ri?an,’’whatVou“l‘'no“‘oni“ Ucw“n''dUtrirt, do vou think that eventually the line ahould he l.k^

E ■ £=SiSKEt:5v= i=.S terji
Lachlan.
758. From Forbes? Tea. Wvalong we should have to depend wholly upon
750. rVro you of opinion that for the prehts ot a i no lo vv ya^ng i c
c'r,:'at^‘’'h:^: tt^ed" oT.ta.ion, t»v aw^y ^ U.bha, .hieh i, .il.
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7G0 You hare credited Wyalong with produce which will probably mm '■‘'■“"‘"r 7’ . r i haaoJ mv
Whitton ? Yes. To nmki it alittle bit clearer to tho Committee 1 may tl
estimate at R2s. 3d. a ton for greasy wool as far ns W yalong, favour of Carrathool,
Cowra t»8. 3d., and to Carrathool 04s. 9d,, a ftTorence of nearly £l n ton m Javour ,
which is abig consideration with the teamsters m that dry country. ooi . but of course, the
omperni^V ales ^S-ation afcarrathool. Our rate to Carrathool for

forTG-ton truck; but I hare credited 'Vjalong with earning .£3(Ss. or a s.indarloa^^ I^rac^.^
cally a carrier would gain £1 on his wool aud £1 on \m merchandise \ Lstlino ^
distance. The unfortunate part is that wo compete with our local rates on f
7G2 CAairwaa.] Bui the competitire nites must be mamtaincd m order lo ktep J 6

rhoTrille oSthe prnordKn°«^^ »n c,tont a. to ja.lify you in in,po.lng onlinary
ha“t X'wonM fh^Kool oompotltion have thou f Practically 'W - “

a competitive rale in it.elf, aa compared with the rates to other “ateaTn opera-
one, bccauAo it comes into competition with tho Narrandcrarate. The R r.rtmnetiiivo rates
tion as far as Xarraudera, and also to Junee ; and so, practically, we will have to ha^e competiuro rates

7G?Cnrvou tell the Committee where the produce of the comity of l>owling goes 'f®
way vi4 Hillston to Carrathool, or does it go to Forlios or to Temora ? Most of it goes to Whitton or to
Carrathool, though some of it goes to Forbes and to Cowra.
765. Then, you take that country as the competing ground of the three routes ^ branch ’
76B. Jfr. ihmpkcTy.] Has the Temora line interfered at all witli the eatnmgs of
Yes : it affecteS Sm very considerably, owing to the operation of “‘I?,:,?! TeSora i was
Young until recently waa £30 for a G-ton loatl, the distance being 2o0 miles, whilst to Umoia it was
767. During^the w^oteJ you will not get much wheat or wool on the Toraora line ? No ; that traffic has

76?*Then S^v^anticIpLe the average earnings for the next three or four months to be much lower

than the earnings' of the summer months ? The earnings will bo scarcely anything ]ust
709. Jlfc. O'Suihcan.] I gather from the important evidence which you have ]uat given us
can adopt some means of diverting the wool from the Victorian railways, we must merely treat this
7^*”we nwd* noUo^k^folTiew trfffic beyond a few miles from Wvalong ? There will bo no new traffic^

771. You estimate that about 10,000 hales of wool will be sent to the line from the stations named m the
list Tou handed in Yesterday ? Yes. .........................
772. * That would give a good local traffic ? Yes ; I have given the lino full credit for wool.
773. 1 suppose TOur estimate is a very liberal one ? Yes. tv
774. I gather from what you have said that you are somewhat doubtful about the permanent character ot 
the Wyalong population ? Of course, everyone is bound to have their doubts about a gold-field until the

77^1 Have'there not been some very encouraging telegrams from there recently ? Yea ; but I have had 
the pleasure of reading Mr. Pittman’s report, aud I should like the prospects to be stronger than

775^ I presume it is upon what you have seen and read and learnt from others that advice has been 
tendered to the Commissioners to suggest the postponement of this work for six months? You have my 
report before tou, and I suppoBe they based their recommendation upon it. Beyond that, 1 do not know
anything of their action in the matter. x i <• .1..
776. J/r. Dacies.^ In the event of the Temora line being extended to Ilillston, would it take any ot tne
traffic down the river to Victoria? No ; it could not do bo. . .^-r , , t t i a v*. •
777. I presume you paid visits to the thirty stations named in your list ? No; but I was able to obtain
their clips from our knowledge of what they sent last year.
778. Not from personal inquiry ? No. We know what was booked last year.
779. Can you tell the Committee wliat is the gross number of sheep on those runs ? About
780. And you estimate that those sheep produce fomething like 600 tons of wool ? Yes, about 10,000
bales. M I? 1 i. i.* n
781. Is that a fair average return ? My figures are taken from the swovn returns of the stations, as well
as from our books. > j.
782. Do you not think that £165 is a very small estimate of tho value of the wool traffic from \V yalong to 
Temora? That is for the wool traffic from Barmedman, and, in addition, I have allowed £5d0 for (>,/00 
bales of wool and sheepskins coming from Wyalong. In connection with the More© line, I only allowed
2d. a ton per mile ; but here I have allowed 3d. ,
783. You estimate 1,000 tons of wheat at Gd. a ton ;—docs that cover the 38 or 40 miles between iemora 
and Wvalong? No; it covers th© through mileage. Practically, the basis of all wheat rates is tho 
distance to Sydney. If the wheat is milled aud converted into flour at Cootamundra, or elsewhere along 
the liue, it is still allowed to come on at the through rate, iostead of paying two local rates. Ihe local 
rate is made up of 49 miles added to the distance from Sydney to Temora.
784. Then, if a farmer sent 100 tons, you would charge him £2 lOs. ? That is what the through rate 
would be. If the wheat only went from Wyalong to Temora wc should charge a higher rate.
785. What would it cost to bring wheat from Wyalong to Sydney ? Pourtceu shillings and sispeuce a ton.
786. And from Cootamundra to Sydney ? Thirteen shillimrs and sixpence a ton.
787. That is a difference of a Is., w^ich 1 suppose would bo made up of a 6d. a ton to Temora and 
another 6d. to Wyalong? Yes.
P9c\L-, T\ ___ _ Jauviuct vii. iu xce.
788. Do you regard the carriage of wheat as profitable ? No ; it does not pay in itself.
789. How do you make a profit then ? That ia a very intricate matter to explain. Of <course, in framing

rates,



MIinriXB OT ETlDEIfCB—KAILWAT THOil TXMOBA TO WTALOBO. 29

ratfiP, wo must have rogard to acood many things. Fi 
because if the rates wore too high it coulcl not be prod 
700. Have the rates for the earriacre of oroJurn ever hi

irst, we must study what charge an article will bear, J- n»>per, . *inu II iN« raien wvve loo nign ic couia not do produced.
Have the rates for the carriage of produce ever been lower than they are now ? Ko; they are lower

nrAT* TBrA»»A
? There is

nt)W than ever they wore before.
791. Another commodity which I suppose does not pay tho Department for carrying ia coal 
a very narrow margin of profit in connection with coal.
792. le the rate on coni lower than the rate on wheat? It is higher than the rate on wheat; but of 
course it is hauled for shfirter distances.
703. Wool gives a fair return, does it not ? Yes ; it is one of our biggest sources of revenue.
79t. Does it pay better than most other articles of produce ? It pays better than any either article of 
produce.
705. You also tahe into account 250 trucks of live stock ? If that estimate had been based on tho actual 
traiHc from Temora it would have been a good deal lower ; but I took into consideration the fact that the 
Temora lino has not been open very long, and people may not have got into the habit of sending their 
stock along it; but in any case the estimate is very high. During the seven months that the Temora line 
has been opened wo have only taken 58 trucks of live-stock along it.
7915. Do you think that there will not be a very large number of sheep coming to Sydney ? Ko; because 
thero is not much fattening country out thero. The country is not held for fattening purposes. _
797. You allow £425 for passenger tralBc—do you not think that that is a very small estimate? It is 
based, as I explained yesterday, upon the number of passengers carried on the Temora line under normal 
conditions.
798. Do YOU think tho estimate a liberal one ? Yos, a very liberal one.
799. Is the country between Temora and Wyalong country through which a railway could be cheaply 
contracted ? Yes.
800. That being so, and the roads thero being very defective, would it not be advisable to construct a 
cheap lino of railway ? That opens up a very largo question. A cheap railway costs more for maintenance
thau a better lino. . .
801. Could not an abundance of ballast bo obtained in the district? Yes; but that is rather an engineenng
question. . ■ « . i. u i. v
802. But you know whether it is an expensive country for railway construction? It should not be
expensive country. . „ mi . • • •
S03. You think that the construction of the railway might stand over for a time ? That is my opinion,
804. The Commissioners’ report was based upon your recommendation? It would be, so far as the earmngs 
of tho line were concerned ; but the Commissioners went over the country themselves.
805. If the construction of tho railway is postponed for six months, do you think it will greatly incon
venience tho people between Wyalong and Barmedman ? I do not see how it could with the existing low
rates of carriage. ,, , . ,, t . m j
800. Even at the special rates you propose would you be able to carry freight between Temora and
Wyalong for less than half what is paid to teamsters now ? Yes, Our highest charge would be 4d. per

807.^The same might be said with regard to tho ore going to Barmedman ? That would be charged for

at the rate of Id. per ton per mile. m ^ , ..ft t* ii
803. Then, would not the railway be a means of developing traffic ? I do not think so. It wonld not
cause a single atlditional halo of wool to be produced, and I do not think they would continue to send ore 
to Barmedman. They would ho more likely to lake up the Barmedman battery and send it to \V yalong.
809. But then there are supplies to betaken to the gold-field? A railway there would not make any 
difference to the consumption. When I was in the district we could get things more cheaply at \\ yalong

810. But would they not get them still more cheaply if there were araHway? I do not think the traders
would reduce their prices so much. ,t-i, . i v.a-.
811. Mr. ffoskins.] Are you familiar with the country between Forbes, Hillston, and Cargellico. les ,
1 have been up botli sides of the river.
812. Aro there not one or two towns in that district? Tes; Condobolin and Euabalon .
813. A railway from Forbes to the Lachlan would not only serve the district traffic, but would also the
trade of those two towns ? Yes; it would be closer to those towns than the propos^ line. , ^
814. Is not the country between Forbes and Hillston better than that between ^V yalong and Hillston.

17 1S94

/ I * vb I I A B 1 B_i A B A M ft W ^ *
It is generally regardcli .as better country along tho river frontages. j., *t,,„

5. 1)0 you not think that a Une from Forbes to Ilillston would yL I think tfat
oposed lino, and would intercept traffic now going to Carrathool ^

^ . 1* ^ ___;a lilralv will cross over it to so CAset^here. _ _intercepts traffic it is not likely that people will cross over it to go msewhere. 
You Bai.l that the traffic during tte months 7 topening of the

815

rwhore a line
HlG Chairman. I lou sam inai; me vrnmu tuc ° i u .1^ "'ir/vT*TemoralTwni abnormal, because of the quantity of wheat and
you reconcile that with the fact that the returns for beptember were only £b3-, m Uctol«r they

"iT ms 'Zr I.”oXthe country between mslong and M^C^gellico

Sf' "=;“o“i:i7o"A^eril1Sriersr.» return, are no, prepaid hy use ,

that wheat, howerer.ntay net hare
gone to Sydney, bo that the proportional earmngs might be higher.

------------------------------------------------MONDAY,
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^rteent; —
JACOB GAlUiAUr), Ksq. (Citairmak).

The Hon. Wiluam Hkkbt Suttob. T I v'^cTsif N^ur'l^r
S: ilr,::: F„”xS Tu-x. n.>.rn.av. K.,wxh» Wn ux«'<raa.,uvx., E.q,
Tho Hon. Jous DxTita, C.M.H. ' (

PABLLA.MKIfTiBT BIASDIKO COMMUTES OK PUBLIC WOEBS.

The lion. W'iluim Joseph Tbickktt. Hekrt DiVfSOK, Eeq.

Tho Committee further eonsiclered tho ppoposetl Bailway from Temora to Wjalong.

Edward Either Pittman, E«j., A.tt.S.M.. Govoi^t Geologist. Department of Mines, sworn, and
oxammed:—

E.v.riu™n S2.T «»,>».«.] Vou have reoau-lj vi.lted tho Wj.lous goM-Wd., .nd .he couniry adiaccn. thereto ,

You have furni.het . report, a copy of erhich you hand in ? Yea. (H* Appondil.)

Md or no^ 1 hare iH:*ason to believe from the surface evidence that it will be a ^ j ,

EFhz r r t:
’^os'^Woulfro’uZ*! ■" ’’ '

S.r2t;si::r ■ ~:„2 •■■niiSf •kt;;.':.; rats-"
8?I ”"irr?- vou'ortpiSon that there i. any aeriou, -k or large probability of the country 
Side^ng nt X^b and the vein, now t»ing worW pinob^l out ? I hmk the country wdl harden ,
but I do not think it necessarilv follows that the veins mil be pinched out. r 9 if erurtlv
832 Is the sarformati.m beiAg reached at a depth as that which exists on the surface ? It is exactly

the same formation. . .
85W. And what is that? Decompowwi granitic rock.

If baflS -ka bare been de^.poaed

♦kut ftf nn unknown depth vou will roach the of the < ocoTnposition.
836. And you anticipate th'at the gold-bearing veins will be found to exist m that harder granitic .

JsT The veins at piesent are rather narrow in their limits? No; they are narrow in places, but not

SSrwrarwidth do they run ? From a few inches up to 5 feet. One of their peculiarities is that they 
Sp on widlntig and nirowing. Wherever they naii.w you may expect them to widen again, and

ftS*'^is the rock likely to harden to such an extent as to render the cost of working unduly grcat and 
unnrofUable There is'no doubt wo must expect that that will he so m some cases, but not necessarily in all. 
SIo Thllt is not a feature whieli vou wouldVegard as being in any way fatal to
in the future I think it will influence largely the future of the held ; but 1 cannot say which reefs it 
will par to work when thev get into the hard granite, and which it will not pav lo work. I think a great
niMv will not nav—oertainW not m manv as will pav under the present ^onaitions. wo
84l/That, of course, aud the future protilableness of working, will noceseanly affect the population.

SK* Uo"roua..licipatc the opening-un of anv allucial ground in the diatrict ? Yea; Itbink we ought 
to etpcc/flluvial ground will be f-.unJ, .ltho,;gh it will be rory ditBcnU to d.toovcr ; the reason. I hare 
menlulneii in uiv report. The rea-soii is, that tho geological configuration of the country is 
its being a level'plain covered hv Pleistocene deposits. One does not know, therefore, where to look for an
old vallev, because one cannot h’ee the-sides of it in the shape of hills;^ .
Hi'.i Then altogether, you regard this b-h being a permanent field? I have every reason to believe it will 
W. I eaunrs^ anv’rcason why it should not bc‘ I should like to explain a Idtle more fully why I do 
not anticipate the reefs to pinch out. 1 have heard a good many people remark that thev will 
ninch out ; but I cannot s«> their line of reasoning at all. That decomposed granite which is now found 
In the surface was once undoubtedly hard gr-anite. It was during the time it was hard granite that those 
fissures were formed in which the reefs now exist. In other words, the reefs are newer than the 
granite, but were formed I'efore its dc^compoaition commenced. Therefore, there is no reason why they
should net exist down in the r.one undornratli the decomposed rock. , . „ o ic t
Sit. You sav then that the gold having its origin from below was forced up from those fissures . ^o « I 
think the gold came in more from what we call lateral secretion, that is, that it was brought m by in

8b') Where a fissure existed in the original rocK the gold would be likc-ly to be found .
S4<;. And there would be no reason to anticipate that those fissures were to be found only within a tew
hundred feet from the siirfare? Quito so. voa*
8t7. They would be liktly to continue downwards for a considerable depth r 1^.
84S. Can you form anv oiiinion as to whether any water difficulty may occur in connection witu the 
mines ? 1 should expect them to find water when they got dowu to tho hard granite rock, because i
believe the decomposition has been effected by the sinking down of water. 84J.
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8-10. Is there anythiiif? in that part of the country which would lead you to fear that the water difficulty E.y.Ptttman, 
miKht bo exccBsivo ? I Bhould not expect it to be excewive. AR*I m
850. I Buppoae it ia an open qucBtion ? It ii. ■ ■ ■ ■
851. What in the creatent (leptli which han yet been worked ? \t the lime of my rlrit 107 feet.
552. fn poingdown do tho reefn or veinH i!n|>iMve or fall off in gold hearing qualitiet? I cannot say that 
there was any improvement or f.illing off, they seemed to 1h? fuirly consistent.
553. Is thero mueh miningg(tingon ill tho ricinity of Temorar’ Very little. •
851. Are thero any prospects of a |>. rmnnency about Barmeilman such a.s would give cmidoymont to a 
population which would roijuiro railway communication ? I har*lly think tliat, although at tho time of my 
visU there wore some negotialions going on for again llonting tho Barmedman mines.
855. The character of tlio country from 'remora to Barmedman is practically repeated until you get near 
to Wyalong where a change takes place and a difFeront class of country is arrived at ? "ice.
85(5. And in tlio vicinity of Wyalong tho country is not so gooil for agricultural purposes? I am not a 
competent judge ; but 1 shoulcl have imagined tliat about “Wyalong it was a very good agricultural laud.
S57. Did vou pur.«iie your investigations far beyond Wyalong ? About 7 or 8 miles. ^ _
858. What was llie clmracter of the country ? The same wherevor I went, excepting that geologically it 
was slightly different. I got on a slate formation about 4 miles to the east of Wyalong.
859. Would you expect that to bo gold-bearing ? Yes. ^
8(10. Are thore any workings in that class of country? Acs; ono of tho heat reefa 1 aaw waa in a slate 
working about 1} mile from tlio surveyed township. There was granite ou both sides of it.
8(51. 'fhat would be a likely place for expecting mineral deposits ? Y'es.
SG2. Does that slate country exist to any extent in tho neighbourhood ? Tour miles castof the surveyed 
township you get the western boundary «’f tho slate formation,
803. lias any gold been discovered there ? I think so.
8Gt. Mr. Suitor.'} Can you giro us any further information with reference to Wyalong? I do not think 
1 can S.VV any moro than is cuiitained in my report.
805, Mr. JMicton.} You say that the country between Barmedman and Wyalong is very similar to that 
between Cootamundra and 'I’emorafor agricultural purposes ? 1 said that as far as I could judge Wyalong 
appeared to be a good agricultural country.
St5(5. Do you think if thu scrub were cleared offtlint tho land about Wyalong ti better agricultural country 
than that botwueu Tomora and Cootamundra? I should have thought so ; but I do not pretend to give
an cxiiert opinion. i. « tj i *,
8G7. l)o you know how mauv payable clnims there were at Wyalong when you were thero.-' I did not
count them, but 1 lielieve aa far as they know there were between 40 and 50.
8(58. Has the field steadily progressed since then ? I think so.
8G9. Do you think that tte construction of a railway to Wyalong would give a greater impetus to mining
there? Yes. , , ,. • , i
870. Mr. Jfumphery.} AVhat area would give us a fair idea of the extent of the discovcnea made up to
the present time ? ' I have given it in my report as about 7 miles by 7. e \^
871. Would you consider that an exteusive gold-field? That would depend on the amount of payable
gold wbicli liad been discovered in it. « « • u *•
872. Hut having regar.1 to tho number of reefs discovered up to the present time? Considering the time
thev have been discovering the reefs I should say it was very good indeed. t i v i
8751 In vour report you mentioned that it is probable that when a depth of 200 feet is reached solid 
granite will bo found. Before arriving at that depth do you think there would be employment for a large 
number of people for a number of years ? Y’es; I should certain^ think there would.
87k It will take a considerable time to reach the solid granite ? Y’es.
875. A re you of opinion thero will be a large settled population at \\ yalong ? As far as evidences go, one 
would be justified in expecting it.
870. Y'ou know the results of the various crushings which have taken place at Barmedman from stone 
carted there? Y'es. _
877. Are the results satisfactory or otherwise? Eminently satisfactory. ^
878. When vou left Barmedman had provision been ma*le for any machinery? Y’e.s; I wss given to 
understand that three macidues would beshortly erected, iu fact when I left I saw some of the machinery 
going to Wyahing.
879. Y’ou have no doubt that batteries will shortly be ou the ground ? Yes. . i. t
880. Do vou think that tlio best stone has l>een ser.tto Barmedman ? I do not. Y\ hen I was there 1 saw 

1! of the best stone whicli was being retained, so the owners told me, until the arrival of the battenossome
8Hl" bnrwouhl ima due that the be.-*t stone would be sent first ? I think the best stone was sent in the first 
instance, but. subsequently, 1 think, the idea of the ow mrs was that thev would sooner have it eriisheil where

17 tons for4(>7/. lodwt. per ton. . ^ , v ^
883. Mr. O'SHUirnn.} In your report you say that up to tho present time 4SS tons of stone have been

884. Do I understaml that that was not picked gold? .No; that included all the cru«hings-ail that
wa-< sent to the mill, in fact, ... , 1 1 vi •
S85 You al-o state in vour report that tho field i^ about SOO feet above sc.a level, ami there is everv reason,
therefore, to expect that in tertiarv times the drainage frimi ihiH area found its x^y to deep xalleys and
deposited therein the gidd whi. h w as derived from the deiiudalKm of the reefs ? Yes.
88(5. You mean, then, that there is alluvial gold at some depth? I meau to say that ono wouldiiaiunilly
OX tit887'‘iU8 possible, then, that some rich alluvial may bo diseovered there, though at some depth? Jcj. 
888. Something similar to (Julgong? Yes. At the fame time 1 would noint out
alluvia! there is a matter i-ciuiring a gnat amount of patu-mc, because there are no surface icduations^to 
guide one iu looking for it. ‘
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E.F.rittmaB, 880. You allude in vour report to Ihp presence of mispickel? "ieB.
800. Does not that indicate sulphurous atone? Yes; sulphur aud arsenic. 

A.R.S.M* ' * * ' * . .1 - < AO
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Hw. IMea not tnat inaicaxe Ruipumuuo
801. It will cost a good deal to treat that kind of atone ^ 9 . miRnickel is about tho worst form of
802. That, you say. will hare to bo treated by chlorination ? Yes; mispickel is aooui
ore to treat, even hy chlorination. miners as horses, indicate that tho
808. Do tho inclusions you refer to of lolv an indication that when the lUauro
reefs there are what is known as shooty? No ; the horse is mcrelv an uulication ina.<
was formed a piece of the country rock fell into it.
80k U may be a good gold-bearing reef .all the f.aiiie . ^ , r ^hat they thin out and make
8O0. Vou also state that one of the char.u-terist.cs of ^ets is y
again at interv.ala. What doc. that indicate ? 1 think I h.avo described that m mwepo .
80.1 Mr Darift ] llare vou c.xamined tho reefs at Iemora r les.
S T:e'n^;“rsay wither the same reef or reefs aro found at Wyalong ? I think it is extremely

S'S'^MMiat is tho character of tho reefs at Tcnnira -are they grnmto walls? No ; the Mother Sliipton,

which is of anv consequence there, is a large reef occurring ni diorUo. ,
SXK). You seem to regard the Reid at Wyalong as a permanent one ? Y cs . 1 can sec no rcas y

901. And TOU believe it will be a payable field ? I thmk
002. Have’YOU anv fear of the reefs pinching out at LOO or 300 feet. ^o.
903. Nut to pinch'out and make again ? Tney will cortamly do that. , ..
90t. 'What depth will thev go before they m.akc again? The reef makes immedia e y
instance, in Gorman’s rx-F. at 90 feet from the surface, I found m the a ree j-
Ten feet on one side it was 1 feet wide, and 10 foot on tho other side of that it was - Icet widt. as la
it had l>een opened, and was probably ns wide again.
90 ). If the walls are granite it will be expen.sive working r i es.

“f ° r Jwie 1TJ. COU.O. but tbe „.o.t con.u.ou oue i.

bosTone ou that fiebl ? Yen. There ere else rb-li ones feet
9M Whet is the groalert thickness between the walls o£ the reefs you h.tvo seen at \V j along. b ive toet.

oil ”f,w"X‘::erlo Lke", thev sink ? Xo ; g..oi wall, are not a ehaxaeteris.ic of tho fleld-as a

Ol'll' it Srsfr^tvtt; is about 5 feet . The widest par. of a reef I saw wa, 5 fee.
913. To what extent was that stripped ? I saw it in the shalt-it was u feet j &
They were sinking along it. Following it dowu to about GO feet at the bottom of tho shaft it was 1 teet
Tviile. about 35 feet down it was 5 feot wide. .
914 Was that all caTrvinir cold ? Yes ; tbat was xseeld s pros|>eoting ciaun. . »j. • ilit: AVa! Jhat Jhe d^pes? claim ? No ! Taylor s abaft is 107 feet, but tho reef is not quite aa wide.

Oil). How far 13 that retnoTcd from Neeld's? About naif a mile.
sis': Ju ‘ctUSueTe'eTlhlt lM°pp“»e jofhave eome to the eoucluslen that there arc a large number of

reefs running parallel ? Y'es. j o v i. r,/vTto
OLD. Mr. Hotkint.'] Did rou observe any permanent water on the ground ? No j there is none.
920. Therefore, all the witer which will bo reauired for djmestic purposes as well as for crushing, will 
IIl M^^M^^^urtf ilow long^wiil it take to prove the permanency of the

present rate of working ? It depends on what you mean by proving. I canno “J®
rule. Take, for instance, Mount Morgan, which is not so good as it was, but I thmk every one will al
that it has been a permanent mine. , o t j i. i- • *
922. This field then mav give out iu a day. a week, or a month ? I do not anticipate xt.
023. You canuot pUce the matter beyond absolute doubt ? No; I cannot go so far as ^
yield so many hundreds or thousands of ounces. So far as my judgment goes it is likely to be

92™ Wod’d you be in a bettor position to say whether it will be permanent if you Tisited it m three or

sir months’time ? Undoubtedly. _ , , , . „ i o t*
92o. And even then it would only he a matter of opinion, and that is all it can be • '
92G. Mr. Triekelt.'] You sav that the gold is probably deposited by the percolation of thermal waters. 
Yes; by that I mean hot waters. The waters down some depth iu the crust of the earth carry silica m
solution. _ , , w 1 J •*.
027. Is the deposit upward or downw.ard? It is supposed to be a lateral deposit.
928. How is the stuff which is being obtained from the mines beiug treated. By crushing and

929. ^re they getting the gold out well by that means ? Yes, I think so ; although there has been no 
proof as to what they are losing in tbe concentrates and tailings. I do not think that the batterjr at 
Barmedman is sufficiently gold-saving to warrant the continuance of its use without the people knowing
what they are doing. , , , 11 i. c
93U. Then vou do not know whether the best means are being adopted for getting the gold out ot tbe

931. Your report indicates that as the field goes on the stuff will become much harder, and probably will
hare to be treated by the chlorination process? Yes. t • v i i i
932. Is that an expensive process ? It is more expensive than amalgamation. It is the process adopted
at Mount Morgan. . .« i * i, 4.
933. It is recognised there as being very expensive? Yes. They have got it as low as 10s. 6d. a ton, out
as a general rule, it will cost more. _ , ,, m t.
934. Do you think that this is likely to he a poor man’s field? At present it is undouhtelly, because tno
sinking is so extremely soft, aud tbe gold is ao very free and plentiful. 93o.
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035. Ab dcvolopmonts mako it more difTicult to work, ib it not probable that tbe population will fall off E.F.Pittman, 
considerably? Possibly. I do not think it necessarily follows, because i£ it were in tho bands of com
panies they would ])robably employ a largo amount of labour. -i_-J - ^
93.')^. ChnirmnnA How many men were on tho field when you were there? I could not say. 21 Msy 18D4
030. Were they leading the field or uot ? There are always some leaving it. When I wcut there there * '
were more leaving than coming, but I have seen since that the rush haa recommenced.
037. Can you form any idea os to the number of men employed ? That would depend on the class of 
men who went thero. Tho people I saw coming away were those who expected to find gold on the 
surface.
939. Leaving them out, can you form any idea as to what population could bo supported there by the
present developed field ? No. ^
030. Although you do not anticipate that the gold will get any less, you think the difficulties, after you 
get below 2U0 f<!et, will be increased? Quite so. They minht Iw.
910. They might bo so groat as to make it not pay ? It might be so. I would like to explain, however, 
that the 200 feet is an arbitrary figure. ...
OH. Do you not think that a gold-mine, with a railway within 30 miles of it, is fairlv well served ? Tes.
0t2, Did you ever know of any place where it was proposed to run a railway to a gold-mine upon its first 
starting—like Wyalong? I cannot say 1 have over known a similar case.
013. Were provisions dear when you were there ? Extremely cheap.
94t, Was there any difficulty in getting teams to and from Temora and Wyalong? Only in very wet 
weather.
045. Is it a fact that they have found a better route to avoid the gilgais ^ Tes; I came back that way
myself. ,
940. And it would not be a great hardship for the people of Wyalong to travel over a road of that kind 
to Tomora? I should think not.
047. Mr. Neild."] Is timber necessary in the present sinking? Tes.
049. Can it be got in the ricinity, or would the construetion of a r.ailw.ay line facilitate the supply?
There is plenty of timber in the vicinity at present, but how long it would last if the field were largely 
increased, I could not say._______________________________

Walter Shellshear, M.I.C.E., Divisional Engineer, Department of Railways, Ooulburn, sworn, and
examined:—

010 Chairman.'] How long have you been connected with the Railway Department ? Twelve years and W.Shellshear, 
three months. ^ ^ Bsq.,M.I.C.K.
050. During the last year you have visited America, and reported to the Commissioners on the mode of
working cheap lines of railway in that country ? Yes ; I left in August, and returned at the end of '
December. I was accompanied by Mr Parry, of tho Traffic, and Mr. Howe, of the Locomotive Depart
ment. I was looking into the question of the construction and maintenance of roads, and other matters 
in connection with railway business. I waa seven weeks in the United States.
951. What railways came immediately under your notice ? I travelled over 7,000 miles, most of which 
belongs to short companies. All the American lines arc in private hands.
952. Were any of the lines which you passed over what may be called pioneer lines ? More than half 
the lines I passed over were of that character.
053. Was the nature of tho country difficult or easy for the construction of railways ? I went over every 
class of country. I was three times over the Rocky Mountains on different lines; then on the level 
country of the prairies. Then I went to the country on the delta of the Mississippi; also, on the black 
soil country in the cotton districts, and then I saw the first-class lines in tho Eastern States.
954;. I suppose the Rocky Mountain line would not be a very cheap one ? I might explain that the great 
point with all their lines is the extraordinary amount of care which is taken with their surveys. When it is 
decided to construct a line between two points, tho greatest possible care is taken to secure the best line the 
country can afford. The country is thoroughly explored. There is a class of engineers known as locating 
engineers who undertake that work, and their value is estimated by the ease with which they get over bad
country with easy grades and light works. ,
95.5 .-Vretheso locating engineers employed by the projectors on salary or by contractis there any 
inducement held out to them beyond their salary ? I am not prepared to say. I believe m some cases 
they contract to make the survey, and in other cases they are on a salary.
95G. Is the black soil country pretty flat ? It is practically level. ^ . j-os ^ *
957 What does it coat them to construct linea in that country per mile ? It is very difficult to get at 
anv'accurate cost, on account of the incidental expenses in getting thoir charters through and floating their 
sto'ck All the lines there are very heavily loaded beyond the actual cost of construction.
959. What is the gauge on the lines ? The gauge in th© States is now almost universally the stan^rd—
4 feet 84 inches A large mileage of narrow gauge lines was constructed some years ago, but as fast as 
possible they aro widening them to the standard gauge. Eor instance, the Rio Grande was on the 3-feet 
gauge, and they have widened it to 4 feet 84 inches, the object being to allow through communication
between all tbe lines. , , ^ y e j t.
959 In the first insUnce, when developing new country, do they run out a hoe of narrow gauge, and sub
sequently when trade allows, widen it to the standard gauge ? No; they seem to be completely set
against narrow gauges at the present time. , , x, i i.l • u r 1 ».
9U0. In constructing lines for the development of new country, do they make their works of a less s able
character at first, with a view to improving them when traffic warrants it ? As a matter of fact, their 
pioneer lines consist of a mound of earth, a few temporary tresses and wooden boxes, to car^ them over 
the water-courses. The rails are closely timbered, the sleepers being close together. ^
they use now are 50-lb. steel rails, but the general opinion of the engineers there is that nothing lighter
than 60 lb. is expedient on account of the weight of the stock.
961. How close are the sleepers ? Sixteen to a 30-feet length that is 2,816 per mde.
962. What is the average here? Eleven and 12 to a 30-feet length, or 1,93b
963. Do I understand tnat the roadway is merely a mound of earth without any ballast. Ballast is quite 
unknown there until you get on the hca>'y traffic lines.

283—E
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1 1 • m \ \ ^^r%9 Tt rnrioa Tcry According lo tlio
W.ShelUlietr, OG t. What ia tho u8Ua1 hoiuhl to wldcli the CArthwork j" ^ ' J inrhcA above the ortUniiry surface. Tho

obicot of bocoing it up ia to oiiauro goo<l drainage, betauae umiouv 
21 ifar. ISM. be i)roi>erlv drained. brou-l.t from a distance, but merely iho material

taken from tbe gutters on either side ,be cu'CssiTcW heavy trams running, and it ih
careful there not to have any henry pades. ' '
therefore nece.>.sarv in some cas« to bring earth fnm »country.
ftOO. What do they consider n g-'od grade? ^ ^ re ns steep al 1 in 2r,-llmt is excertional.
007. W hat is the ruling grade over the K,.ckieH .■' So e ot them are ns i

£ ■agi'sstt Basis
are a secorul con-

97b At what ra*c of sliced do their tmina run oiir i -.i,-«i. becaiiso thev run at an excessive
trains there is limited to the rate nt whieh they oan ^ ccntrnl-conplers enable you to

rrri™ wfa “cSoS'rf a„d c™tro-buff..r, o, aro the t.o .oparate from each other ? It ia

Snt“™u tok it la appUeahle to our railways ? Unfortuualely it i. uot applirahle to our .took, 

ir-f SltuU y,™ a,lvocate the u,o of aueh oeutrahhuffera and

^’’'rS-poLT'!!“ii rSt’l^er^al huHer 1„ eounectlou with our preaeut

9n;'‘DidVou“!,ro’to auT conrluaion aa to what one of rtcae pioneer
bl«-k aoU'countrv ? Eailudiag bridge aud eulvert work aud the ^“xVlOO per
or £50 i-lhat i^ in pulling up the mound. Tbe permanent-way is worth from £1,0.0 or £1,100 per

AL%™'.'ilow!og for the extra aleeper. ? Tea; aud I hare allowed tor ;‘™'S “’P'”*"
which thev use in America very largely. My estimate is exclusive of fencing and watern ays.
97‘J. M'hat would tho fencing add to the cost? About £1W per mile. • 4, n,pv sre mostlv
9H0. What sort of sleepers do they use ? The sleepers are the great trouble m a-they f^re mostly
pine and oak, but the life of them does not average m.irc than six or seven years. Something like lo per
cent, of the total number of sleepers is renewed annually on their lino. „ *i,om in o roimb
9Si»i, Do thev spend asinuch labour upon them in squaring them iw we do or do they
form? .Some of them are sawn timber, and some of them are level on the two sides, ilio oak sleipcr is
simplv a small tree levelled off at the top and bottom. , £ ii i o x'xo in on
981 isupiKise the mound is Imnked up to a certain extent on the sides of the sleepers ? its, loan
inch over tne centre of the sleepers, and rounded off on each side. * ■ *i «
9.82. Do vou know tlie country in the Narrahri district ? No; but I know some of the country m the
KichmoiiJl River district. It is about the same as the black soil country m .\menca.
evil. What about the rainfall on tbe black soil country 111 .imenca ? It is not so heavy ns our coast
rainfall, but it is heavier than our up-Ia»d rainfall. . 1 r* j *.
m Is it an element of danger in washing away tbe mounds? Of course their roads very often do get

away in lieavv At<»rmA, . • t i • i. i
9s5. Do thi-T travel ovor Uieae lines at night-time ? Tea; their engines arc provided wilh a very largo
lamp* almoKt amounting to a search light. ^ i i
fiSO What do vou consider a safe sneed to run over a railway built on the system to which you have
been referring ? It di-pi-nda upon what rolling stock vou have upon it. 1 • 1 xi.
9s7. Wilh our rolling stock ? Twelve or 1-5 miles. ^Most of cmr rolling stock has been deMgned on the 
English pattern, and it haa not the elasticity or flexibility which the bogey stock haa. ..14
9HS. Does not tbe flexibditv of the American stock give it a shorter life ? I cannot say much about that. 
IM) Ae a matter of fart, it geta ricketty aooner lhau oura? The American engiue, aa n rule, Iiaa uot tho 
life of an Enuliah engine, becRu« it haa not the Anme amount of workmanship iu it. i •» --
9S)o. 1 hen, if oue of our enginei ran over a line of that kind, it would not be safe to go at more than lo
miloH an hour ? Xo. .
£KU At what Ap4 0<l eould the American pattern of engine travel over it? I travelled up to 50 milea ot
an hour. ITie roads were straight and level. ^

Do you know the Temora district ? 1 have been to Temora, but not beyond it. o i
Do you think the c^mutry bolwoen Cootamundra and Temora cony country to make a line over? I

do not sec any difficulty.
Wi. Would you t*»ink it possible to make a line between Cootauiundra and Temora on the a mile
bnsix ? Xo. It is a question of more earthworks than on the plains, and tliat luejum expense.

Is the black-soil country to which you have bc-ea referring free from obstacles in the way of scrub? 
Ji in densely timbered and swampy. .
9SM5. Do they find it safe in swampy country to make lines of the character described, and to run trains
over them at llie speed to which you refer? They do it.
05)7. Have they umny accidents? They have a large number, but in proportion to tho business done I 
do not tliink you can call them excessive. Tou must remember that th<7 move nearly KM) times the 
tonnage we do. America having half the railways in th© world, you may reasonably expect to see half 
the accidents iu the world take place there. ^198.
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01)^. On tho 10th October, 1S03, the Unilway ('oinimM^nners ror.immoii(lp'l that for
lines mi«ht bo ronstruetcd at the ralo ..f i:i.75() i>er im c-that ih exclus.vo of [ir..lue., .P ^
Blfttion aocommodntion ; tliis estimate comeK ouL somevrlmt similar to tho y"’' 21 Msy, ISOt,
linoK over thn black-.-ojl rouiitry > The difF<-rcme is ll.at there is a oerta-n amount of ballast allmvcl for 
in tlie Cmmnissionors’ estimate I have not allow, d for ballast m mine, but for a low extrasb-epers to give
iUfs brarinir hti a fi'r the rna<l. , - , .. i . i« * i • ^OtH) Mr slitirr.] What is the general impression vou have formed of thcHO light lines in America ; are 
they fcrTioeable? Thev carry \orv heavy tralllc on some ol the lines, and they cerlniidy do alarge amount 
of Imsiness, and with nuitahle rolling stock, I think, they arc the beat thing w.ni-h can bo devised for new

iThxT 3/; CoWhb.-] Were vou upon these linea during wet weather? I wa. on them during pretty heavT rain.

l;::V ib:nrtS;;^r^Ui:r:n;';;nnr^^^^ Not m a .erlous extent. Of course, where the

n- in th. country? Xot for one or two
trains a day ruuniiigat the speed proposed if the lines are l>^oi“‘r.*y ...liable information
UMit Do their roads cost much for maintenance? There was diiricultv in g g k-rctiewsd

-r. tu*: c rJ2t Z I
^ '^£t‘ruSi;rn?:nwe ..v

l«T''Arc om-tcl in ,Wn], lo pul the live -look ? Ye- ■, catllo

hroL.S:.’iof riho^Tr."^ “r:::, n.,uiio -he.;. .i .he .em.in.i

S'- Allir;e;'eT;‘h;'r.™=To„ pionoe. line.? Twenty or Uenty-fire n.ile, an hour.

1000. What Rort of bridcea have they? the stock is mm then
1010 Mr J£uinpken/A Are the lines m agncultural di^tncta feuccti. *. UtllpdJhey Jee Z ri.i.fbeeaueo when they a™not fenee.l they hare '"r^f e ftXe
TlJy frnee when the co.l of eompen.auon ^*“7“ ‘ . Me " we know a. the
1011. How do they arraORe for taking np ,‘lhe rear .o'that people may .trp down
-:;„frr:d^:;l‘^lL7hr "X- Unk, . .:o,er the ,l:le^of the diteh. The

loir l7^t^rany77:irg‘;w7r Vn X plX a. other, there i. nothing but a .ignboard .rating

tliat the trains Btop there. ^ tl,.s Hoitod States would it be neeewarv to have a smaller
Se?“ol iFlol'do withont h.l,a.t yon mnat have c,»e timhe^ng.

Otherwise the sleepers will go down and the earth Will be built for less than
iOU. Presuming earthworks were made, are to be crS. and what earth works there
,«,00« a nu.e?_ It depen a on what e^ TniMSe, at'ri.^x, a mile, , . ___mi8 on wnai crv«&» ui J 7; - _ i-o • milp
are. There i. plenty 0? e^-m the hat I SAW OT6P
1015. And thoy would bo suitable for agri'
there would answer every purpose of apiculture. .tock ’ At the speed of 15 miles an hour
1UD5. Could you use upon those lines tho ordinary roiling stock . At tne speeu u 
erdinarv rolling stock could ,, ,, ,,,
1017. With what weight of rails ? ^p^liing * * r „oiacinc the 15 per cent, of the sleepers, the
1018. Mr. O'SuUipan.] Xotwithstanding the hca y p‘ y ^ ^ maintenance
lines you refer to are worked cheaper per annum per mile than ours r- Ao, no
charges are concerned. them are doing a much
1015). I mean working expenses? I handle a large busiDcsscheaperthanasmallone.
larger business than on our lines, and of course, ^ rather more men
1020. But thov employ a lesser number of men per mile than we do . ao, y
per mile on the mniiitensnce of their roads "And^oihersattachexl to stations? Of course upon some 
r.Llra7ab7St77*'re*ifeSoyll’7 oud thu teW oputwtot .t way.id. .ration., but tho

‘/o“7 I7el;rLX:^a’^7^eSToS.^.';7rkta^'■of^o•Hoes ? Ibey bavo a .y.tem of yule.

of any .otmu. aocident. the.

^^SX=tog52S^ Ye.^

rtnnsy^Zrroad L equal to anything in the \ ’

TtheToTof ma.ntcn;nce per mile on our existing lines? It vanes. On tho

outlving branch lines it is less than states’ Tlie disturbing element of tbeoXft"teX. ;!f7r;7;:r 7.“C.l=r t'o'Xot *.0 pe. mUe, bo. you Have to

1027. SuppoBiug ohoap pioooer '™«the ,Ku.por. commeuoed to decay. 
lo‘;S’TS L thelit" of ourofou7i?o“b7ir.\7per. ? From .evouteeu to thirty year.. I hare takou

L“uy p'™J7e7;pwhrh aroTuSLble iu thi. Colony, aud which will ro.ul. iu a decided «rtug m^tno 

maintenance of ibo lines.
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TiV.SheU.lirAr, 1031. In bnllaet oraleopeis P JTorc in nmtlers of "i^Jj7hronr«u^sJ)oko^»f m-nr .MLssif>BipriP
E«i..M.T.C.K. 1032. 1* thero any lino in our ^v^.tPIn^vhK•h would compa^^t^^^ j

----------- - No; there are nmny linea 1 travelleil over wh«ch would coniimre more %uui mi /
21 May, 189-1. Ji^e.

10.33. Where V On the prairica. nf onlv £2,000 i>er mile? Thatia
1031. You believe branch linea conhl be conatructed here at a coat ot only i
exeluaive of fcncinp and waU'rwnya. , . ,. , . „ i- i,* linp^ would it not anawer
imo. Mr. m^kins.] Sunpoams it la dea.rablo to ’ notchea for tho rails to rest upon ? Half
instead of having squared sleepere to have them timber t)ur or<linnry sleepera uro
round sloejiera such aa you descnlie would becut out of J , b sounder and more durable
cut out of mature large size timber, and as a matter of n a timbers sufficiently
X‘1-: t: „?£rjr;“oa .he ..e c. h™,-..,..

losTwh.t i. the evernge ee,l of the square irouhark aleeper? We are paving from ta. to 6,. 3.1. for 

9 feel ironhark sleepers. . , ^ , .i.^ /.«»♦ ? Where vou have to hring1037. What would half round sleepers, with a notch to bear the rail^ cost ? I ere ^
timber from a considerable distance it would always pay o use ,. ^ j jf round sleepers it might
lino through a timber couniry where there is a maintenance mi
ScountTtthni)J?darwhiTthVro”*'"The^^foofhalf roundstiiffisnot tho life of the solid

charge from the capital to the maintenance. ^nlliv-nv locomotion, would not
1039. Tho object of having pioneer lines being to have a ^
the half-rouud sleepers answer the purpose for some time? Undoutiicaiv. T saw some
10^ Did vou sec Iny of the Baldwin engines, similar to those you have here, m America ? I saw some 

similar, and some a little bigger. ■ .1. of railwav’ Thev1041. WasanyspecialdangerconsideredtoattachtoruumiigtheraoTcrtheligfatlinesotraiivay. ai y

run them over there without quibble.
1042. Is it not a fact that T 
travelled over railways there 
The sleepers were spaced
1043°”Vr. MeCourt.'\ Do heavv Baldwin engines run on the cheap line* Amenca ? Tes. ^
1014 Whatis tho weight of tfie engine and tender? Up to 90 and 95 tons. The tendency m Amepi a 
is to run excessivelv la^e engines on all lines. I have seen as many as three or four engines on oue tram

sil “uot '.K?ighf;uallv dWributed .0 tlm. thee i. no iuordlnate neigM on 

one pair of driving wheels ? That is the great point about the American construction. The spring-gear 
ia almost perfect, so that it is impossible to get any escessivo weight m anv one part.
1040. Mr. Trick-ett.'] Did vou see any of these lines being constructed. >o. +i,«
1047 A re thev constructed verv quickly ? Yes, as a rule. They have special scoops for taking out the
side ditch and'forming it, and they put on large g.-vngs for the construction of the road. ^

. 1049. Would these scoon appliances be suitable for this country, where there arc so many stumps . 1 e.,

1049. Would tho tressle bridges be suitable for this country r Tea; in fact our timber being so much
better, we should get a better job. , •, r ^ • i i v«= ;n
1050. Do vou think vou could safely recommend these light lines of railway for a Inal here. 1 c .
many parts of the country. If we do not do something of the sort the railways will simply swallow
themselves up witli the interest you will have to pay on the capital. , v * *i „
1051. Would Wyalong be a suitable road to try it on? I have not been over tho country; but the
western pl.ains is a class of countiy- where they could be tried to great advantage. __
1052. Mr. yeilJ.] \ underntaud that the banking up of the earth on the Amencan lines covers the sleepers
in the centre, and leaves the end exposed ? Yes. ... , • i • <i
1053. Do vou think that the necessity for renewing the Amencan sleepers is due m any way to the laying
of the slec'pers upon earth and covering them with earth ? Not necessarily. My remarks with reference 
to renewals apply equally to the ballasted roads. The life of the timber is very short, even m tho
ballasted roada. . , , , , i • ai_« . j ___
105i. SuppOBinp tbe same method of corering the Bleeper with earth were adopted in this country, do you
think it would affect the life of our cleepers ? Xot materially. • i i • j i
1055 But timber king on a good bed of aound ballnfit would surely last longer than timber laid on soil, 
or covered with soil V But the object of that particular form of mounding up is for drainage, aud iho 
timber, under those conditions, is not like timber more or less sodden in the ground.
lOoG. Are not our lines constructed very much on the plan of the American lines— are not water tables
formed, and a bed raised upon which the ballast is raised ? ^ cs. .
1057. Does not that give vou practically the same drainage as the American system, plus tho superior 
drainage of your ballast? The difference ia that if you put ballast upon a new embaukinent, 
start to run, that ballast sinks into the embankment, and the embankment forms a dam which luuds the 
water in it. In manv cases, if the lino has been in use a little time tho ballast gets completely destroyed 
for drainage pur[>oies by the amount of material w hich gets forced through it. ^
1038. Are sve to understand that the method of forming water-tables an<l embankments in America is 
sujierhir to our method of construction? It is superior for that particular class ot construclic'D. Tor 
instance, in soft country their width of cutting is 2-4 feet for a single lino ; the width here is 15 feet. 
1050. Supposing you get into self*draining country, how then;—would the American method of road
making compare with ours, apart from ballast? The two methods are practically one and the same, apart 
from the question of ballast.

^ 1000.
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1000 Tou spolie just now of the ballaat settling down into the soilwhen one of our linos is thoroughly W.Shelblic«p, 
consolidated does that proposition apply? Tou are dealing with a consolidated concern, and not with aEiq.,M.I.C^. 
pioneer lino. If you have heavy traffic ballast is essential, because with an earth-road the action of tho 
traffic in wet weather will churn it into a state of puddle, but where you run one or two trams a day, the z*
ballast, according to thoir exi)erience, is unnecessary. e iv • i-
10(31. Were you not able to arrive at any conclusion as to tho cost per mile of the pioneer lines, imart 
from the flotation and other expenses ? It would depend upon tho class of country from about £,2C 
in tho easy country to £3,000 or £4,000 per mile, according to the amount of earthworks.
10(32 You do not think there would he much constructs on a 4 ft. 8|r m. gauge in America under 
£2 000 per mile ? 1 do not think there would bo any of it constructed under that amount.
10(33 I want to ascertain the practicability of using split sleepers from tho matured tree without Muarmg, 
but treated in the manner indicated by Mr. Hoskins, namely by grooves being cut with a machine u^n 
which to lay the rail ? A sleeper of that sort, provided it was of equally as good quality m a nu'ahcd 
slee]>er, should have almost a correspondingly long life unless the fibre was opened out m the action ot

TuGi!’'And it would bo less expensive ? I do not know, because the extra weight of it would add to the 

cost for tho carriage and handling.

The
The
Tho
The
The

lion.
Hon
Hon
Hon,
Hon

TUESDAY, 22 MAY, 1S94.

JJreeent:—
JACOB GARRARD, Esq. (CnAiRMAs).

William Chardos Wall, Esq. 
William McCocrt, Esq.
JoKK Cash Neild, Esq.
Edward William O’Svllivaji, Esq. 
Charles Collins, Esq.

William Henet Suttob.
James Hobkins.
Frederick Thomas Hcmphert. 
John Davies, C.M.G.
William Joseph Trickett.

Henry Dawson, Eeq.

The Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Temora to Wyalong.

Thomas Rhodes Firth, Esq., M.I.C.E., Acting Engineer-in-Chief, Railway (
Department of Public Works, sworn, and examined

Construction Branch,

10fi«5 Mr Suiior^ Tou have seen the evidence which Mr. Deane gave before the Committee ? Tea. T.R Firth
Kl;e vou invthlng to add to his evidence, or any information to give which you thmk would 

strengtheni/? I do not know that I have. No information has come m from the surveyors sm 22 May, 1891.
Deane was examined which would alter his evidence m wy ’"aj- ? Thev were at work
1067. Have the surveyors exammed the Ime since Mr. Deane gave ms evide ce j
when Mr. Deane was examined, and they are BtiU out Kennedy Mr. Calvert, Mr. Gillet, and
1068. How many surveyors are there out there f Jour mr. jvenne y, 1

1^1 you fo^ed an eatimate of the probabla coat of tbe line ? I have gone into

Mr. Deane’a eatimate, and I do not see “7 ' No j h^ye not been beyond Temora.

S:
reduced cost there would be « t l estimated for earthworks, including
SriT iriC -- per miie; for permanent

way material, ofrails he? ?'hey would be 60-lb. rails, thus making a

SSSiys
wit yS

mile. I have assumed that we shall get which they have been delivered m the Colony.
W7o“ Thfn! “ Sght, an^:Liuding tbe coat of station bnildinga, ic., yonr estimate come, to about 

£],700 per mile? Tes ; about that. , ^„terday by Mr. Shellshear ? Yes.
10-8 f;re°ul"rir.”tihaX’'b"ve done in America in lerel country, your Department could do bere ?

fo7o That ia, making allowance for difference in conditions and circumstance. ? Ye. . there i. no reason

roVllt^ll^noticed tbe low estate
and I believe that tbe “hile they would charge ua £2 8a. a ton for freight alone
deliver the rail.for from ^3 1^- “ The cost and everything. kVe
1081. Three pounds or £3 lOs. a ton .,
have a little over £3 a ton more to pay jiifference ? Then they propose to leave out ballast, which
1082. But that would not make “P , d^erence of about £20,000 in the whole estimate,
Tost Eng“S7.o^anetsT“ytur“:Sm“a.e Is practically .be same as that of tbe Commissioners?

Shi. twtbe Commlsaloners wonld do for their own line they ought to be prepared to do for a De^.^- 

mental lino ? Yea.
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fine

aupiKise
lasr.t'Ln.. .ill they p,t them fromP They weeU be mile t>'hich they .re n... t.kingup .. unlit tor

hosry traffic. Tlicv would (jet thoir rails tor nothing. oii*Jinrii«.(l P Yes •loss. Thoae rails WU bo araiiable for your Dopartmeat )f the pronoscd NSrit\lort*’
the Commissioners have ma.le such an arrangenieut m connection J^pposing
and it becomes a question whether they would hove a sufficient number of rails for tho two lines, supposing
that both were Indug constructod at once. I am not suro that they would. ij-^ to form part
1039. Was tho line from Xvngau to Cobar constructed as a pioneer line, or as a
of tho raiiwav to llroken Hill P U waa iirsfc imondetl to lie a light line. Then, at the request ot Uiea>liS;LrVthc iugo was alter.*d from I in 75 to 1 in 100. After the --‘ f UiTl^n^Sd been 
about nine months, 1 went up there, and 1 found th.at, owing to the wet weather, J
washed awav. and the ground was ao soft that you could not walk on it I made
embankments to be raUed out of the wet. and the subsoil to bo drained by a dram on Tl a^
work, of course, h.as increased the cost of the lino very considerably, but now wo have a good Imc, and
one that will stand iu almost any sort of weather. , ,, . . •................klo
1090. Can you recollect what tho additional cost of the lino was above the contract price—something like
£40,000 wa’s it not P 1 think it was quite that.
1091. That lino would not bo regarded aa a pioneer line? Xot now. w^r« k^nf
1092. But even at first ? To soino extent it was. It was to be a cheivp lino, but tho gradients were kept
down, having in view the possibility of its becoming the main lino to Broken . ,
1093. Do vou think that it a pioneer line wore m.ado to Wyalong, you would have to o over 
strengthen it ? That is verv likciy. In these Hat districts, once you make an embankment by 
ballast, you stop the water wliieh runs over the surface, even though the vidume of water is so small that 
you cannot see it, and this water washes the embankment away. The ground is so Hat that you cannot 
get enough fall to dr.-uu tho lino unless you raise up the ombankment. If tho oiubankmenta aro mado on 
the surface of the ground, we must iiaturBlly espoct them to be washed away after heavy ram.
1001. But thev have similar deluges in America P Yes ; and I suppose with similar results.
1005. Anvhow thev Hud it safe enough to vrork these light lines there ? We hear nothing of trams being
delayed every week or two. Such a line might work here for twelve months without being stopped.
lOOG. If the line were carried out ou the estimate supplied by tho Commissioners, it is quite probable tnat 
It might be worked for a considerable time without any alteration at all ? Tes ; it mi^ght be.
1097. Air. Darics.] Would such a line carry ordinary traffic at a slow rate of speed? les, during

lOOy. The rolling-stock used on tho main lines could l*o used on the line you have been speaking of ? Yes; 
such a Une would carry any of the ordinary rolling-stock, provided the Commissioners did not use very
hesTT engines upon it. . , , i . a- • v j xl
lOOflT. How much ballast did you allow for? St ^en•and-a•half iuchos deep ; that is, o inches under the

in the middle, and 2i mchee up the sides. ^ ,
l\00. Is that in excess of what Mr. Deane allowed ? No; it is just the same.
1101. Is not 3«. 6d. a Tard a very high estimate for ballast ? 1 do not think so. I hare not been over the 
line, and I do not know where tKo ballast would be got from: but the price would be rather a low one, 
if the ballast had to be carried any distance. We generally payds., 4s. Ud., and 5s. a yard for ballast.
1102. Is not Is. Gd, a vety high price for laying tbe road ? 1 do not think so. Me must bear m nimd 
that that includes tho cost of taking material right through from Temora, spiking the road, lifting 
and straightening it, curving tho rails, re-drilling fresh holes in rails, and a lot of contingencies. 
Is. 6d. is the cost of laving the rails alone, apart from the ballast.
1103. Is not the cost of sleepers very high ? Until the present time, wc have never had them delnxred
at the price named ; but we are getting some delivered at Narrabri station now, for 2s, 6d. They, how
ever, have vet to bo taken on to the line. . , , ir v
110*. Are \ou aware that the estimate for half-round sleepers in connection with the Moree lino was
about Is. 6d. ? I never heard of that estimate ; I do not know who made it.
11G5. It was made by Mr. Deane? 1 think there is some mistakeab(»ut that.
1106, These ait‘ dressed slee|>er8 that they are getting for 2s. 6d. ? No ; half-round sleepers, dressed on
tbe bottom side. ^ ^
1107. You do not regard the prices as excessive for a cheap lino of railway ? No ; I do not.
Hits. M’ould you advocate the construction of lines, such as Mr. Shellshear described yesterday ? I
shoold not. .
llUO. More es[>ecially in our black-soil country? I should prefer to put ballast under the sleepers in 
anv kind of country. I think that in wet weather the sleenors must work into the soft material. 
Apparently, in America, they put them so close together that they really make a corduroy road. Even 
then they must work into the soft mud, ^
1110. You would use ballast in preference to an additions! number of sleepers ? Tes ; the additional number 
of sleepers referred to by Mr. ShelUhear would cost £142 per mile, w'hile the ballast would cost £308. 
nil. 8o that the saving would not be very great ? There would be a saving of about £150 a mile in 
first cost.
1112. But the cost of naaintenauce would be heavier ? Much heavier, and I think stoppages would be 
much more frequent.
1113. IVhilc traction over a properly-formed Mad would be safer? Yes. I may say that wc have 
altered the shape of our formation from the original drawings, in order to give it more drainage. We 
have always had a convex surface to the formation; but now we have sloped the sides more, so that the 
ballast may be even better drained.
llli. Do you think thr.t the present rolling-stock could be run over aline costing £1,700 a mile, at a rate 
of 15 to 20 miles an hour ? Yes, up to 2i) miles an hour.
1115. Is the Temora line fenced in ou both sides ? Yes ; but in tbe estimate for the Wyalong line very 
little fencing is allowed for. We should probably have to fence, in cases where tho line went througti 
private allotments and round the station yards. 1116.
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1110. Are you awnrc tliat it is contrmpUtod tliat the trainfl tliall only run in daylight? 1 am not nwaTO T. 
that tho Comminpioiicra will be bound down to running thoir trains in daylight; but I suppose that
restriction would be mlviBable by tho want of fencing. , . . 22 M»t 189t
1117. "Would there be any occasion for fencing, if the trains ran only in daylight ? Of course, the want •’ ‘
of fencing always increaroH tho danger of running tr.iiiia. •
1118. Would there be much danger if tho trains only ran at the rate of 15 miles an hour? Perhaps not
much danger; but still there would bo some. _ ^
1111). More than there Is with our street-trams ? Of course, there is danger with them ; but then we do 
not have cattle running about tho streets hen*.
1120. You do Lot know anything about the Wyalong gold-field ? No.^
1121. Y'ou do not know whether it ia desirable to construct a lino? No.

C
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PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS
Railway from Temora to Wyalong.

APPENDIX.

A.
[2b Evidence of 71. Deane, Etql\

Estimated Co*t of a Single Line of Railway 38 milee 46 chain* in length, with “2 chaine of Sidinge -60-lb. rails.

D«tcrSpt]oo. ZaLia^Ud ouft ATSngt per
mile.

Earthworks..................................................... ............................................. ................................
Box drains and timbor bridges ..................................................................................... ...........
LercI crossings ......................................................................... ................................................. .
Permanent way materials ............................................................................ ............................
Ballasting, at 3s. 6d........................................................................................ £U,8S1 2 0
Laying, at Is. M............................................................................................. 5,091 18 0
Sleepers, at 3s.................................................................................................. 11,572 10 0

£
11,077
5,563
1,000

34,578

10
7
0
9

d.
0
6
0
0

Station buildings ..........................................................................  £4,440 0 0
„ works .................................................   3,750 0 0

Sidings, 72 chains...................................     1,580 0 0

28.545 10 0

£
303
144
26

896

:40

SnpemsioD and engineering expenses
Water supplies .......................................
Fencing ..................................................

9.770 0 0 
4,821 17 6 
3,000 0 0 

500 0 0

Contingencies, 5 per cent.

Average cost per mile

£99,456 14 0 
4,972 16 8

£104,429 10 8

£2a707 3 8

253
125
77
13

129

If the qnotatioofor rails lately received can be made use of, the estimate can be reduced by about £150 per mile—£5,786 5 0
H.D„ 9.4/94.

B.
[Zb JEvidenee of C. J. Saunder$^ -^?0

Retcrns 0? Lakd AuayaTED bit week Cootahcxd&a and Temora and bctwee.v Temora and Wtalosc.
RETrRN showing land alienated within 20 miles on each side of the Railway from Cootamnodra to Temora since the date 

on which the construction of the Railway was authoriaod by Parliament, via., 25 September, 1890, and the average 
price obtained.

Areraa* P^tce 
per sere.

Total amount 
that may olUmatelj 

be realimd.

Taken up under ordinary conditional purchase and conditional lease
Taken up under conditional purchase within special areas ...............
Country lands sold at auction ...................................................................
Town and suburban lands sold at auction ...............................................

Total area alienated

34.500 acres 
35,000 „ 

1,941 
144

f ♦ 
ff

£ B. A, 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 15 0 

23 10 0

£
34,500
70.000
5,322
3,390

71,585 acres £113,212

Ncm.—It has been Msumed In this return that land ccnditicMialb* leased irUl erentoaKy be ccnvenerl into cooditkinal porebMei at £1 per 
acre; thia, however, is a privilege which may or may not be exercised by the conditional leasebolden. Payments for coQcltUooal purriuses are made 
bv instalmenu extendinc over a period of thircy-three years with interest payable or the outstaading balanoea.a r ------------------ C.J.S., 20 Apnl, 1894.
Return showing land taken up between Temora and Wyalong since the passing of tho Cootamundra to Temora Railway 

Act, viz., 25 September, 1890, within 20 miles on each side of the proposed route ; and the average price obtained.

Ar& Averts* price 
per acre.

Total asMont 
that may ultimately 

be realised.

Taken up under ordinary conditional purchase and conditional lease
Taken up under conditional purchase within special axeas..................
Country lands sold by auction............ ........... ............................. ...........
Town and suburban lands sold by auction..............................................

Total area alienated

About 
83,839 acres 
20.455 

641 
12

)>
19

£ a. d. 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 15 0 

76 5 0

£ ad. 
83,839 0 0 
40,910 0 0 

1,121 15 0 
915 0 0

1M,947 acres £126,785 15 0

arre
KOTMI.--U bM been wntoeU In this return that land ooadiUor^ly Ijased ^11 eTtntuaJly ^ eonvertM into 

; Uiis. however. U a privile/s which may or may not be exercieed hy the eondlllonaJ IcawhoWers. l\\Tnents forcoodltJooal purchasre are made
by histaUuenti exteudiUE over a peri<^ of ^rty-tbree years aith loterust payaUe on tbe outstaiKlwa balances, C J S 20 April 1894
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Id reply to * quertion from tho Under ^rotary for hi''the vicSit/of the line. Mr.

rw»m«ndr* to WaiiB* Wocga ho* had the effect of „ ..„_.-uctjoii of the rootamumlra-Temoni

35S5"s-Mi- «,«"■•-'= “-• =■ sr.s-s,;:'£■■

derired full benefit improved price* of lend eJicnatcd.___________ _

-Since Amil, 1890, the date on

price* averaging alwut £‘2 i»«r »cre. _____________ _____ ________________

c.
Railwat Commimiojibk-h’ Rkpost. ^

. rropo«d extension of the ('ooUmitmlra-Temora Branch Line to 'Vyalong^
Sir **’*’ to mfoiin you. for ihe

’ I»"ply the cariicst moment (having regard to other
pi?*^gn«tMmoVwlS.^n*P«|ted the pni^^^^ the CommiMionere, in a paper

Intereat on estimated cost of conatruction at 4 per cent..............................................................
E*timat«lco*tof worting:— ....................  fSflO

TratBc expenses ............................................................................................ ................  2,000
Termwieiit-wey expenses............................................................. L.VL. .......... 7^50
Locomotive expenses..... ................................................................................. ............... £3.550

. £t5,050

exisU»tTeraor»—al«ut 1,800--the vJae of the »nnusl^ ^ Itailwsy Commissioners recommena that the
p„pjs ;r„i'iLi?tL:LT^rvirb4“r.=i “̂“ ^

no roaeonable donbt aa to the future of the place. , . ... ^-^enaera ^d goods are being carried at reasonable

H. McLACHLAN,
. Secretary.

To the Under Secrctar}', Public Works Department _____
Submitted.—J.B., 12 5,'94. Forward to the Public^M^a Committee.—\\ .J.L., 12.5,94.

Erlrart from ^nnvni Rfporl <if th, Railway CommisaiW. for th, y,nr endmff 30/A Jun,, 1691
W, would „*p.t lor „u.id.™tioo » do.Uog t4®Shl.\l..J

KarraUn and Moree, Byrock ami Rrewarnna, where ^ of alwut £1 750 i)er mile, exclusive of bridges and
line, to be designated - Pioneer Railways; be tl SnatoV>e wSked sr>ec<l of al«>ut 15 miles
land (which latter wc hoM can bed^t with as *^8^*^*^ aevcloned and will justify the class of lino being
?:rJ:rr TOrS hi capable of carrying the tLffic under the same conditions as on other

parts of the railway. _____
NARROW'-CArUE RAILWAYS.

Office of the Railway Commissioners of N S.W.,
»Sydnoy, 10th October, 18M.

LTiSrSL" r ll™ d.,,„tcdTl .ni Wity of ^ango U .Irr-iy c-.f! e™v.

inccnvcnicn^ that the cnction of the adoption of narrow-gauge line* in thi* Colony was thoroughly conai.lered
alwnt 1870. and we think that a iJru»l «f the evidence and fact* everyone a* to the

Ei& rc.‘Tcrd^^s«7n\rc^t‘^r'^"f^
Koval CmnmiisioD which reported upon Iri»h Public Workain the year 1SS8, and '*hich wa* conjposed of some of the 
abllttmea in the country, cave the mfferenre between the relative coat of a 3-ft. and .>-fl. 3-in. gauge (the Ineh gauge) 
«rim.S on a it^h mile, of railwav, a. about £5.)0 i«r "‘ile The ^v.South \\ al«
nuee 4-ft Si-in.,*and the difference in co*t would, therefore, not 1« »oconsiderable. Str (.eojge R. Bruce, the I resident 
^ the’InstiUVon of Civil ImeiDeer* in 1S90. in a .P-i.’uesion before the Institution in that year, estimated the difference in 
Sinn^ctio^ idKhVmetre H-K. rhin.) and standard gauge (5-ft. 0-in) of India at about £200 per mile, assuming, of course,
that the construction wa* of a light character in each case. . , ____

when we come to consider that tbe intro.luction of the narrow gauge would necessitate tbe creation of a new 
class of rolling stock, and would »ld very largely to the cost of trsnsit by trsnshipping of grwls, the saving thus 
would be practically extinguished by these additional cost* and disadvantages. In the daily working of a narrow-gauge

' .V
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line there ie & fer heavier coet in wages per ton of traffic, as the men employed on the locomotive enginee and the maardi 
would have to be paid the same wages m on the ordinary-gauge road, although the load that could l>e hauled would verv 
much less, and at a lower speed, this laltrr point also caosing a greater staff to !>e employed. Tlie engines would also 
of a smaller character, and the smaller wheels, anrl consequent greater friction, would i«a^l to greater coat in repairs and 
consumption of fuel. Rolling stock to meet the maximum traffic of each branch would have to be provided anil a treat 
proportion of this would probably )>e lying idle for the greater part of the year, as rolling stock could not be'drafted from 
other parts of the system to meet the cxcetdional pressure of the busiest times, as the stamlard-gauge road would intervene 
There would, therefore, l>e an unnecessarily large amimrit of rollinff stock proviflc<l, which would 1^standing idle for a great 
part of the year, and this would in itself be a considcrablu set-otT against any rorluced coet in the original construction of 
the line.

With regard to the cost of transhipping, in the division of through rates in England where break ot gauge inter
vened, an allowance of 20 miles was granted to the company that undertorjk the transferring of the traffic from the vehicles 
of the one gauge to the other. In England wages are low as comparihl with those given in this Colony ; in fact, our wages 
are more than double those javid in England. iVactically, therefore, we should be adding at least a cost equal to the con^ 
veyance of gooda an additional 40 miles on all traffic so transhipped. As bearing on transhipping, nearly the whole of the 
traffic carried on any connecting narrow-muge line would have to be transhipped, as there is very little purely local traffic 
on our country lines ; nearly the whole or it is live stock, wool, or produce for Sydney or Newcastle, and merchandise sent 
in the reverse direction.

Ill a new country it la impossible to foresee the great changes which may como about even in twenty years ; there
fore it would he most disastrous to introduce sections of narrow-gauge lines. In England, the laat of the exception^ gauge 
on the (treat Western Line was swept away in May last, and in North America nearly the whole of the narrow-gauge lines 
have been abolished and converted to the standard gauge, until at this moment 114 per cent, of the lines in Kor^ America 
are of the same gauge as in this Cidony.

That t)ie country is right in insisting on cheaper railways where it is a onrsticnof railway or no railway,there 
is no doubt ; but it would, in our opinion, be alisolutely wrong to introduce a oifforcnt gauge from the standi gauge. We 
do not think it is praclicahle or desirable to construct a suUidiary trunk line, or a line likely to convey any amount of 
traffic upon it, on chea^ier principles than that carried out in connection with the Cobar line, the cost of that line, including 
all construction charges, being about £3,300 per mile. There is no doubt, however, that for purelv pastoral* and le^fl

tier on, when the traffic had increased sufficiently to justify a better class of line, to raise tho line to the ordinary standard. 
This could only be considered a Pioneer Railway,'* and would be altogether different from a standard railway line even of 
light construction, such as that to Col>ar; it would be simply a line to carry traffic with reasonable speed at a lower rate 
of charge than it is now carried by road. The rates for such lines, on whatever scale fixed, would bring about a material 
saving to the users of it as compare<l with the rates now paid for carriage by road, and the s«de of charges fixed should be 
such os to avoid any material loss to the country in connection therewith. Lines of this character would avoid the great 
disadvantage of break of gauge ; they would cost scarcely anything more in the first instance than a narrow-gauge line, and 
the whole of the ordinary rolling stock, exclusive of engines which could be selected from the lightest types existing in the 
Service, could pass over them.

In summing up the whole question, we think we cannot do better than to quote the words of the Royal Commission 
on Irish Public Works in connection with the subject, viz. :—

** We are persuaded that if the outlay which is required on a narrow-gauge line to provide for extra rolling stock, 
repairing shops, transhipping sheds and cranes, be deducted from the additional firat cost of constructing the line on the 
standard gauge, the excess will disappear or be ve^ largely reduced, and if the annual expenses and permanent drawlhackj, 
to which we nave referred, lie set against any oilditional interest on the balance, the result will show that there is no real 
saving in adopting the narrow-gauge for extensions in Ireland. The inconvenience of two nuges has already been felt, 
but in our opinion it will become more and more serions, arid will greatly detract from the value of the extensions both from 
a public point of view and considered as the property of those who make them."

E. M. G. EDDY,
Chief Commissioner. 

CHARLES OUVER,
Commissioner.

D.
[To Evidence of John Harper^

Pbojxctxd Railwav—Tkmora to Wtalono.

New South Wales Government Railways, Gooda Superintendent's Office, Sydney, 23 April, I$l>4.
Projected Railway—Temora to Wyalong. Length, 39 znilei. Estimated cost, £104,000, including station boildingB.

As directed by the Commissioners, I have traversed the course of the propoeed lino, and made such inquiries as were 
necessary at to probable traffic and accommodation.

I may incidentally remark that owing to the extremely unsettle<l opimon which prevails as to the permanency of the 
gold-field, amd the abnormal influx of population which its discovery has introduced to the district, any estimate of traffic is 
extremely subject to future conditions of settlement, which at present can scarcely be gauged on anything like good grounds.

Although the proposal submitted to the Commissioners simply embraces the extension to Wyalong, and the facts 
and figures I have elicited are confined to the area of country likely to be acrve<] by this extension, it is, I understand, 
proposed to form part of a scheme of railway construction to Hillston on the Lachlan via Lake Gargellico, the distance

m. c.
Temora to Wyalong.......................................................................................................................... 38 46
Wyalong to CargelliCO..............................................     87 50
Cargellico to HiUaton...................................................................................................................... 84 0

ToUl................................................................................................................... ICO 0
The more direct route, Temora to Hillston na Barmedman, is 150 milca The only existing township between 

Temora and Wyalong is Barmedman (22 miles) which has a population of between and 400 engaged in mining and 
agricultural pursuits in a small way. The country is almost exclusively devoted to pastoral pursuits.

In the Barmedman district 78,000 acres have I>een taken up by about forty Belectors, but the total area which has 
been cropped only amounts to 1,235 acres, and this with uncertain results. The production last year was al>out 9,iK)0 
bushels of grain. The country is thickly timbered with worthless scrub, belah, box. mallee, with isolated clomps of pine 
and rather inferior ironUrk, and is necessarily expensive to clear; so that although some of the soil is good, the uncertain 
rainfall aud initial expenses of preparing the ground for the plough does not appear to promise very speedy agricnhoral
settlement. ,

The following list of annual rentals paid by lessees of country through which the line passes will in some degree
serve to illustrate its value for pastoral purposes : —

Upper Wyalong ............................................. .............................................................................. per acre.
Upper Wyalong No, 2.....................................................................................................................
Upper Wyalong No. 3.....................................................................................................................
Buadigower .....................................................................................................................................

There is at present a population of about 5.000 or C.OOO on the gold-field, and it is claimed that it will continue to 
support a population of about 1,000 or 1,500 for tome time to come. Up to the present the yield of gold has 
1,000 ounces. ^



gMimat4 of 7Vd^.

March, and tha gooda tonnage alao doubled itself. under the tnort favourable circuinftanoee, I propjMe to
■ * and allot a

ita trade,oocisider _
^rtiooaU eoode and pawooger ^ #4 A AS S S S •SI •♦•••&! ^ • J •« •

dbly more. I have extended the 
ona in a north^weaterly direction,

i» th.t dLr««»n, 

r.t.. »,i »u„i«g th.««.. .^u.* *n.ck ot
£32 10a. will be increaeed proportionately, 

lowarda to Wyalong^
Gooda TrafBce

603 tons ® 4d per ton per mile, 39 miles 13a............. .............................................
Inwards to Barmedman— __

22 miles @ 2d., 3s. 8d. per ton for 288 tons ...........................................................
22 miles O 4d., 7a. 4d. per ton for 192 tons ........................................................ -

6,700 biW wool and sheep skint, 1,100 tons, 39 miles at 3d. per mile, 9a. 9d.
l|000 tons wheat ® 9d. per ton........ ........................................ ................................

Outwards M Barmedman— r *
3,600 bmV^ wool, 600 tons, 22 milee @ 3d. per mile 6s. 6d. per ton ...................
1,000 tons wheat ® 6d..................—............................-.......................................... ..

Coaching Traffic.

Mails .........
PasMogers—

600 1st ® 5s. each........
Parcels, &c.............................
Live stock, 250 trucks, 11s.

£ ■. d.
857 10 0
390 0 0

52 16 0
70 8 0

636 6 0
37 10 0

165 0 0
25 0 0

468 0 0

300 0 0
125 0 0
100 0 0
137 10 0

£2,764 19 0

Dl.
List ot Staxions thb Wool ot whicb wotjld tuobablt be truc»*d oir pboposed Wtalosq Railwat.

Kuoa B«mark«.

I • •

Barmedman »».
Vi, Mandamah ...
Upper Wyalong, No. 3 

„ No. 2 
IvUdary .se ... 
Buddigower ...
Back Creek and Nobby's 

Imooo
West 6Und Plains 
The Bland... ...
Carraboorarmina ...
Upper Wyalong ...
BAUbong..............
Lake Cowal ... 
Yonngee Plaint ... 
Bolygamy ... «

4R6 Trucked at Barmedman; North Talgogren see
164 PP >• Merhngreeu ... « a#
249 pt

1
91 Youngara Creek... • # 4

J07 p» II WoUengongfa ..
292 DoubtfuL Ungarrie............... es •
402 Trucked at Barmedman Kuglo ...
386 ,1 ' Four Bob Camp see

Bygalore ... •*« ts s
463 fS II ! Nariab ... •••
911 DonbtfnI. ' Malonga............... ss *
239 it *« ^ Dondoo Hilla ... ♦ ss
294 Trucked at Wyalong. I Wargambega ... ...
575 II P, Wooyeo............... »«♦
,013 II IP ^ Uabba ............... 9 94

135 ft ,1 11
140 PP PP 1 Total... 94 9

Trucked at Wyalong
t9
II
IR
IP
tt
PP
9>
tP
PP
PP
fP
PP
PP

PI
PP
IP
M
PI
PP
PP
IP
PP
PP
PP
PP
PI

E.
[To Ecidenco of S. McLachlaitj .Esy.]

pAf^xyoKE Traffic between Cootamundea and Temora.

Government Railways of New Sooth Walet, Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 17 May, 1894. 
During the coarse of my examination before the Committee yesterday, questions were asked with regard to the 

, _. . o traffic between Cootamundra and Temora on the daya the railway was not open; and I submit hereunder copy of 
a wire*from m3raelf to local statioo*nueter, together with reply in regard to the same. ^

As bearing upon the exceptional traffic created by the Wyalong rush, I may point out that in Jtnnary of the 
present year the total l>ookingt of paesengeTS from Sydney to Temora was 43, but in March the traffic was 708. This is 
again dropping down, as from the 1st to the 16th of the present month 141 passengers only have been booked.

1 have, &c.,
H. McLACHLAN,

The Secretary, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works, Sydney. Secretary.

Sir,

panenger traffic

Telegram from Secretary to Station-master, Cootamundra.
Reprekinted there is coosiderable coach traffic between Cootamundra and Temora on days train is not nmning \ four 
regular coaches •ax<l to be running. Please wire facts at once.

Telegram from Station-master, Cootamundra, to Secretary.
Me coach traffic between Cootamundra ao<l XemoTE,—No coach running, only double-seated bugw on days train docs not 
run ; no accomrocHlution whatever for passengers as all room taken up by mails. Not the slightest foundation for the 
representations made.

F.
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Sir,

report

P.

[To Evidence of E, F. Pittman^ Eeq., A.E.S.M.^
Report by Mr. Edward F. Pjttiiah, A.R.S.M., or thi Wyalono Oold-hbld. •

OoologicAl Surrey, New South Walee, DepRrtmeot of Mines and Agriculture, Sydney, 10 M*y, 1894.

I here mado a geological examination of the Wyalong goldfield, and hare the honour to hand you the following

Situation.

The Wyalong goldfield ia aituatod on tho Wollongough Road, about 40 miles in a Rorth*westerly direction from the 
temious of the railway at Temora.

Topographical and Geological Fealuru,

The country where the gold has l>een discovered consists of level plains covered with dense mallee scrub, and occft' 
sional belts of ironbark and box, while at long intervals arc seen low ri<lges covered with cypress pine.

The surface of tho plains consists to a depth of 2 feet or 3 feet of red and black clayey soils, of Pleistocene age, with 
ironstone pebbles and occasioual iut«ngular friwtncnts of quartz.

The pine ridges in the vicinity of the Government township of Wyalong are formed of hard rocks, consisting of 
nomblcndic granite, diorite and felsite, with slates, sandstones, and quartzites, the three latter prol«bIv of Up[>er Silnrian 
ago. The homblendic granite, the diorite, and the felsite appear in the form of intrusive dykes, which have burst through, 
tilted, and transmuted the slates and sandstones, while the diorites and felsites have also intruded the granites, ^me of 
the sedimentary rocks in the surveyed township are gametiferous ; and, generally speaking, it mav be said that the rocks 
over this area show great evidence of metamnrphism. About two miles west of the main camp there is a low ridge upon 
which there is an outcrop of solid micaceous granite. A large lode of quartz with much tonnualine occurs here, and con
tiguous to it is a narrow belt of pure mica schist. There is another outcrop of solid micaceous granite aly}ut 3^ miles north 
of the Main Camp, near the north-west comer of conditional purchase portion 4, Uagie'a selection. In the granitic rocks, 
bard, white, irregularly •shaped nfKlules of magnesite (carl>onate of magnesia) are occasionally found.

Immediately underneath the two or Uirce feet of Pleistocene clay, which form the surface of the plains, decomposed 
granitic rocks occur; and herein is one of the moat interesting features of the gold-field, for whereas the rocks forming the 
pine ridges are all of a very hanl nature, the decomposed granitic rocks underlying the plains are so soft that no explosives 
are necessary for mining operations, and all the work of excavation has hitherto b^n easily done with the pick and shovel. 
These decomposed rocks are of various shades of grey, yellow, brown, and red, and while some of them have evidently been 
micaceous granites, others are probably decomposed felsites and homblendic granites, the brown or red colour being caused 
bv the peroxide of iron resulting from the decomposition of the hornblende. It is also probable that the felsites and horn- 
blendic granites are of later age than the micaceous granite.

Tne decompoeitioD of tnese granitic rocks over such a Urge area, and to a very considerable depth, U a matter of 
much interest, it may probably have been caused by oft-recurring inundations of the plains during Pleistocene times. 
The flood-waters were probably never more than a foot or two in depth, so that the low ndges where the hard rocks still 
occur were not covered or affected, and as the surface of the granite on the plains became gradually softened by the action 
of the water and of the atmosphere, successive flood-waters carried down into it carbonic and other acids in solution until 
the decomposition reached a considerable depth.

Mode of Occurrence and Charaeter of the Seef$.

The reefs are found undemeath the Pleistocene deposit in the surface of the decomposed granitic rocks, where they 
generally appear as narrow threads, which widen out os they are followed down. Occasionally, however {as in Pettaford^s 
claim, Stanley’s Blow and others], they are found to be of considerable width at the surface, and as a rule they are then 
found to thin out, and eventually “ make ’’ or widen awn as they descend. In fact, the reefs of this district are of the 
variety known as lenticular reefs, such as are commonly met with in granitic rocks. Tho quartz baa been deposited in 
fissures in the granitic rocks by the percolation of waters carrying silica in solution. Ths lens-like form which the reefs 
have in section is due to the fact that when cr}*stalline rocks such as granites are fractured, the resulting fissure follows a 
more or less curved, rather than a straight line, and as the fracture is accompanied by a movement downwards of one of 
the walls, the resulting fissure will consist, not of a space l>e tween two planes, but of a scries of more or less regular lens
shaped spac^ The formation of these reefs can best l>e illustrated by laying a sheet of paper on the tabic and drawing the 
point of a sharp knife across it in an unduLating line, so as to seirarate it into two portions with curved edges. If one of 
the curved edges be then moved along the other, several lenticular spaces will be formed.

One of the characteristics of the Wyalong reefs therefore is that they “ thin out” and “ make ” again at intervals, 
and this variation in width may be expected as a recurring feature in their borizontai coarse, as well as in their downward
extension. . *. ▼ j ^

The general course of the reefs is about north 20 degrees east, and as a rule they have an easterly dip. In and around 
the Main Camp there appear to be at least eight approximately parallel lines of reef following this cou^. A few others, 
however, have a north-easterly course, while a few others again, such as The Pioneer, The Dead Rabbit, Bolte's Reef Ion 
Bolte’s selection), Saunder’s Reef, Ac., strike about cast 20 degrees north, and have a northerly dip. _

Some of the reefs, notably those in Stanley s and Pettaford’s claims, are of solid white quartz, containing a consider- 
ablo amount of miepickel [arsenical iron pyrites), but as a rule they consist of more or less vesicular quartz, much stained
with peroxide of iron, and easily broken down with a hammer and gad. ^ i ^ t

Many of the principal reefs, such as those in Necld s prospecting claim (Malice Bull line), Ciorman s shaft and others,
arc characterised by a considerable amount of black oxide or manganese. n

Mispickel is of common occurrence in most of the reefs, and in Neeld's prospecting shaft (Mallee Bull line) tmui 
quantities of galena and iron pyrites were also seen. Gold can be seen in a considertblo number of the reefs. most^
of a fine chaiactcr, and has the appearance of having been set free by the decomposition of pyrites. In several of the ree«, 
such as Bolu s, Conway s, Ac., ironstone nodules occur. These nodules when broken in two are each seen to insist of a 
nucleus of mispickel (arsenical pyrites), surrounded by an envelope of limoniU or brown iron ore (resulting from the decomTO- 
sition of the mispickel), in which tine gold can be seen freely. In one insUnce the kernel of one of these ironstone nodules 
was found to consist of finely crystallised gyf>sum<

The ......................
tho reef has
at the bottom of the shaft is nearly . .. -...... — —.............. ^ ^ *.«i- t *i v*t
latter cose, however, it was found that in a horizontal distance of about 10 feet the reef had pmched to a few inches, while 
on the other side of this point it was making again rapidly. Speaking generally, the reefs may be aaid to vary in width
from an inch or two to several feet ,

Inclusions of country rock, known amongst miners as horses,’^ are of common occurrence m these reefs, and
“ faults ” or “ heaves ” are also frequently met with. ^

Tliere U one instance on the field of a reef occurring tn a l«lt of slate. *nie reef referred to la iituat^ rather inora
than a mile in a wutherly direction fn.rn the .urveyed townehip. The belt of elate '•'P'
and is bounded by dykes of diorite. In the prospector’s claun this reef was l.^j inches wide, and showed good wld. In l>oyl« • 
claim, mljoining the prospector’s, on tho north it h.ad a width of only 10 inches, at a depth of 0from 
appeared to be very rich rwhile in Ko. 2 north. Gntten and Party, auriferous stone liad also been struck, the reef appear
ing us a narrow thrca<l and widening out as it descended. u- t rr i«„., .n,i i. mrround.d bv

This belt of slste or a parallel one estends through the surveyed tow^hip of Wyalong. g
intrusive rocks, which have separated it from the main body of sedimentary rocks, the western boundary of which may bo
seen 4 or 5 miles to the eastward. OuHf^ng

2S3—a
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OvOyhtg DUforeriffi.
During my Twit a rath ooeurred at a place callr<i the Nine-mile, in the parish of Hiawatha, oounty of Gippa, al>out 

9 milea in a north-ooit ilirection from the Main Camp at Wyalong. Several roofa were discovcrwl here, hut very little work 
has been done upon them. One of these reefs (Qagic's claim) thowod good gold, but was cut on bv a fault, ami they are 
now driving witn the object of recovering the loet or heaved portion of the reef. This reef was also char^tenaed by tho 
oocurrenco of the nodules of limonite, coutaining kernels of mispickel, which have alrauly been described. The reefs at 
the Nine-roik ruth occur clooe to the junction oi the main body of sedimentary rocks (just referrcKl to) decomposed 
uranitic rocks similar to those at Wyalong. Gagio s reef an<l several others are in tho latter formation, but other reefs have
aUo been found in the slate, A small patch of tertiary drift (pnibably pliocene) consisting of wolbrounded pebbles of 
metamorphosed rocks, occurs on the tide of a small ridge at the fsine-mile rush. .......................

On Lange's selection, portion 11, parish of Wyalong, about 4 miles west of tho Main Camp, a vertical reef having a 
width of 4 feet, has also been discovered in similar decompoeed granitic rocks. I was informed by the owners, i\ est and 
Party, that specimens showing gold bail been taken down to Sydney from this reef, but on tho ciooMion of my visit I could 
not see any. Comparatively little work has l>eeu done on this roof pending the granting of a permit to mine. ^

About 2 miles north-east of the surveyed township of Wyalong a reef (the Little Darling) has beeu discovered by 
Barker and Party. This was 6 inches wide just l>eueatb the surface, and showed good prospects. H®ro again, and for a 
further distance of at least 2 miles eastward, the country consists of the same decomposed granitic rocks covered by
pleistocene clays. . . » • ,

About 2 miles to the south of Wj*along on George BoUe's conditional lease, portion 21, parish of yalong, is another 
reef showing good gold. This roef, which it being worked in the prospecting claim by Ilolte and Party, bears east 20 
degrees north, and dips north 20 degrees west at an angle of about 44 degrees. It is nearly 3 feet wide in places, and 
{woipects well. The formation in which it occurs is again the same doccunpo^ granitic rocks.

Extfnt qf A urifrrous area a/reorfy rnwmrrfed.
It will thus be seen that the area in which auriferous reefs have already been proved to exist in the same soft r(^ 

extends for at least 7 milos in a north and south direction, by a similar diatance oast and w*est. Only the central portion 
of this area, or about 1 square mile, has been anything like systematically prospected ; while the outlying discoveries, such 
as the Little Darling Keef on the extreme cast, the Nine'mile Kush to the north-oast, West aud Party's reef on Lange's 
sdection to the north-west, and Boltc's reef on portion 21 to the south, appear to point to the probability of many other 
auriferous reefs existing within the area boundeil by them.

in the vay of J*ro9pecting.
The outlaying reefs just dosoribed must not be regarded as the ascertained lioundarioa of the gold-l>earing area, hut 

m^ely as the extrecne limits to which prospecting had been carried at the time of niy visit. The extremely level nature of 
the country and the occurrence of a continuous surface covering of pleistocene clays renders it a very difficult matter to 
define the limits of the auriferous area. In fact it is only by dicing coeteaning trenebos or sinking shafts that the presence 
of reefs can be discovered, and hence it is that prospecting on this field becomes purely a matter of patient and careful 
work, there being little or no surface evidence to guide the miner.

Credit U undoubtedly due to the Neeld family for the manner in which they have developed the field. They came 
there without any experience in mining, and their succms must be entirely attributed to their industry and determination. 
1%e metUcKl followed by them was to break and examine any fragment of quartz which they saw on the surface, and 
whenever they saw colours of gold in the stone they sank through the 2 feet or 3 feet of clay or soil. In most instances they 
mcoeeded in finding the reef immediately l>elow> and in this manner they liecome the owners of some of the most promising 
reefs at Wy*along. Their example might be advantageously followed by many men whom I saw on the field.

CoTtdition/i of Joining,
It has already been stated that, with one exception, via., where an auriferous reef occurs in slate country, the 

Wyalong reefs are found in decomposed granitic rocks, and these are so soft tliat nu explosives are required for mining 
purposes. .

In addition to being very easily excavated this decomposed rock appears to ^*faoId’' fairly well, or in other words» 
does not require a very great amount of support in the shape of timbering.

It is evident, therefore, that at present the reefs are being worked under the most favourable conditions for 
•oonomical mining.

The question os to the limit in deptli to which these decotnpoeed rocks may be expected to extend is one of con
siderable interest, as it will influenoe in no small dwee the future of the field. In Taylor's sliaft, which at the time of my 
visit had reached the de{>th of 107 feet, no perceptible difference could be observed in the character of the country rock, 
nor had the reef shown any alterations worthy of note, beyond the variations in width, which have already l>eeu alludeti to 
as characteristic of all the reefs on the field. or cover, I was tnformeil that in a shsdt which had been sunk on a selection 
4 or 5 miles distant from Wyalong a depth of 192 feet had been attained without striking water, and without getting below 
the limits of the decomposed granitic rocka It may fairly be assumed, therefore, that the same favonrable conditions os 
those under whicb the reefs are at present worked will ob^n to a depth of about 200 feet. But, on the other hand, there 
can be little doubt that the decomposed rook will eventually give place to hard granite, and when this is reached the cost 
of excavation will be a very much more expensive matter. In addition to this, when the hard rock is reached, it is 
probable that water will be met with to some extent, and the gold will be found ({lartly, at any rate) in a more or less com
plex ore. Much of the gold showing at present has tbe appearance of having been set free by the decom{)osition of ]>yrites, 
and, therefore, it is fair to assume tnat below the water level roasting and i^lorination, or some analogous process, will be 
required for its extraction from the sulphurous ores.

PoAinhilUy of AlUiviai Depomfs Mng Found,
Mention has already been nuMle of the level nature of the coimtry at Wyalong, and tbe covering np of its geological 

features by a uniform deposit of pleistocene clays. Oi^ang to these conditions the discovery of old river valleys or alluvial 
deposits is rendered even more difficult than tbe disooveiy of new reefs. Judging by the shafts already sunk, the bed rock 
appears to come within a nearly uniform distance of the surface around the Main Comp, and there does not seem to be a 
very good prospect of alluvial drifts being discovered in the immediate vicinity. The field, however, is ahont 800 feet 
above sea level, and there is eve^ reason, therefore, to expect that in tertiary times the drainage from this area found its 
way into deep valleys and depooited therein the gold which was derived from the denudation of the reefs. The search for 
these old valleys will proliably require time and patience, but in the meanwhile it appears to me that ooe of the most likely 
boking ontlet^ via., between the 16-mile tank and Xloyle's claim (south of the surveyed township) has been scarcely 
prospected.

^ Source of the Gold.
There is, I think, little doubt that tbe homblendic rocks may be regarded as tbe immediate source of the gold at 

Wyalong. The horobl^dic granites, as well as the diorites, are proliably of later age than the micaceous granites and 
•euimentary raki, which they have burst through in the form of dykes. These eruptive rocks when in a molten condition 
probably carried a small proportion of gold from groat depths, anu it was subsequently leached from them and deposited 
in the reefs by the gradu^ percolation of thermal waters. The occurrence of such homblendic rocks in proximity to gold
bearing reefs is characteristic of Xew South Wales gold-fields.

Up to tbe present date 488 tons of stone from WvalonuWyalong liave been crushed for a total yield of 869 oz. of smelted gold.
SummaTy,

In conclusion I may state that while the Wyalong reefs may all be exjiccted to vary considerably in width, I can 
no reason why i^y should not be persistent in deptli. On the other hand at a depth of 200 feet or riu rcaV’Outs tbe 

decompoeed rocks in which the reefs are now being worked may be expected to give place to solid granite, and it is obvious 
tiaat the cost of mining will then be materially increased, while the gold will probably ))0 more difficult to extract

In the meanwhile a considerable number of reefs have l^een proved to contain gold, which sliould cerCainly be payable 
while the present conditions ot mining obtain, and there seems to be every reason to supjK>se that the auriferous area will 
be considerably extended.

Preparations were being made for the erection of three batteries at Wyalong when I left the field.
I have, ko.,

EDWARD F. PITTMAN, Assoc.
Ths Under Secretarj* for Mines aud Agriculture. Government Geologist
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8 EOTIONAL COMMITTEE.

RAILWAY FROM TEMORA TO WYALONG.

TIE PORT.

The Sectional Committee appointed on the 11th April, 1893, to inspect and take 
evidence and report on the proposed railway from Temora to IVyalong have the 
honor to report to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works :—

That the Committee, accompanied by Mr. Surveyor Kennedy of the Railway 
Construction Branch, left Sydney by train at 9 p.ra. on Wednesday, 11th April, and 
arrived at Temora at 9*30 the following morning. From Temorii they immediately 
continued their journey by special coach to Barmedman which was reached shortly 
before 3 p.m. The Committee opened their inquiry at the Court-house, Bannedman, 
at 7‘30 on the same day, when the evidence of local witnesses, which was generally 
favourable to the construction of the proposed railway, was taken. The Committee 
left Barmedman for Wyalong early on Friday, 13th April, and arrived at the 
Government towmship at 1 p.m. During the afternoon they visited what is known 
locally as the Main Camp, where most of the present population is located, that 
place being in close proximity to the principal mines. They were Mterwards driven 
through the outlying district and inspected a number of the more important claims. 
At 7-30 p.m. the Committee held a meeting at Spring’s Hotel, Government towm- 
ship, when witnesses from Hillston and Cargellico were examined, adjourning at 
9*30 p.m. until 10 a.m. the following day. The Committee accordingly met at 
Jacob & Co.’s store, Main Camp, at 10 a.m. on Saturday, the 13th April, and
examined several working miners and a number of local and district residents. It 
seemed to be the general opinion of the witnesses that the mines 
employment for a considerable population for some time to come, and that if the land 
around Wyalong were thrown open for selection and the railway extended to 
Wyalon" a great deal of land would be put under cultivation. The members of the 
Committee were driven to the New Rush where new discoveries had been made 
during the previous week, and they met again at 9 30 a.m. on Monday, the 15th 
April, at Spring’s Hotel, and examined Mr. Plumb, who intends erecting crushing 
machinery upon the field, and Mr. Cassin, a prominent resident of Barmedman, at 
present engaged in mining operations at AVyalong. Both these witnesses were in 
favour of the proposed extension. At 2 p.ra. the Committee commence^ the return 
iourney to Barmedman. They stayed the night at Barmedman, and left there early 
on Tuwday morning for Temora. A meeting was held at the Court-house, Temora, 
at 2-30 p.m., and the evidence of local Government officials showwl that the settle
ment of tlie district was increasing and that it had received considerable help from 
the opening of the railway from Cootamundra.

Since the proposed line, after leaving Temora, follows the mam road very 
closely almost all the way to Wyalong, the Committee were able to form a good idea 
of the nature of the country traversed by it, which presents no engmeenng diiricult es.
The country through which it passes is very
most part with box. and a close scrubby undergrowth with occasional holts of 
pine until near Wyalong where the mallee is reached. There are also m places 
of ironbark which if suitable for sleepers will be easily acc^sible. Ihe soil is mostly 
a rich red loam, and, according to a report by tho Agricultural

283 (a)— ^



sample submitted to them by Mr. Surveyor Kennedy, oj high chemical and meclianical 
valul Jilost of the land ivliich is not in tlie occupation of large pastoralists under 
lease has been token up in blocks of from 2,500 to 7,(iS0 acres,^ the latter being what 
are called familv selections. Smaller holdings arc the exception, because owing to 
the distance from market and the low price now obtained for wheat it has not been 
found profitable to cultivate much more ground than will produce sufficient for local 
requirements ; the settlers have consequently turned their attention almost entirely 
to the raisino- of sheep. The road travelled by the Committee, although hrokim in 
placo^ is fairly good as far as Harmed nian, but would not carry continuously heavy 
traffics wet weather. The same may he said of the road hetween Barmedman and 
M^yalong with the exception of about 2 miles, where it passes through gilgai 
country and is dangerous for wlioel traffic. Owing to the sticky nature of the soil 
it is extremely licayy after rain. It is understood that tlic Iioads and Hridges 
Department have put in liaiid tbe formation of corduroy roadway through the bad 
country, work which is rendered necessary by the ceaseless traffic to and from the
gold-field.

Temora, the present terminus of the western Cootamundra branch railway, 
came into existence with the discovery of gold on Temora station, and is now supported 
bv the settlement which has continued after the exhaustion of the alluvial deposits, 
and the failure of the few reefs which were regarded as likely to be payable, bince 
it was decided to extend the railway to Temora, there has apparently boon a steady 
progress in the business of the town and tbe development of the surrounding district. 
Local statistics disclose the fact that during the last twelve months the population 
of the place has grown from 1,500 to 1,700, while tho area under wheat haj5 some
what increased and is still increasing.

The first place of any importance that the proposed railway will serve is 
Barmedman, a small township 23 miles from Temora. Some years ago, the discovery 
of gold-bearing quartz there led to the expenditure of considerable sums upon mining 
operations in its immediate neighbourhood, aud the erection of a crushing plant of 
26 stampers, which is now’ used principally in crushing stone sent to it from 
Wyalong. The town, however, has until recently been supported chiefly by the sur
rounding stations and selections.

Wyalong, which will be the temporary terminus of the proposed extension, 
can hardly yet be called a town, although buildings are being speedily erected in all 
directions. It has at present a population of about 5,000. AVith regard to its prospects 
as a gold-field, the evidence of experienced miners confirms the opinion freely 
expressed by local residents and endorsed by the Chief Inspector of Mines, that even 
should no further discoveries be made, remunerative employment w'ill be found for 
upwards of 1,500 people for a considerable time to come, though sufficient work has 
not yet been done to enable anyone to speak confidently as to the permanency or 
otherwise of the reefs. So far eight parallel reefs have been discovered, distributed 
over an area of about a mile in width by 5 miles in length. Eurther discoveries 
have also been made at a place called the New Rush, 7 miles to the 
north of Wyalong, though as the reefs there have not been opened up to 
any extent the character of the find remains doubtful. Rumoured discoveries 
have also been made in other directions. In tlie mines in which the reef has 
been followed to any depth the stone has been found to be of varying thick
ness, though in no case does the reef exceed. 2 feet in width, the average being 
from 8 to 12 indies, and the crusliings have produced from 2 oz. to more than 
4 oz. a ton. About 200 tons have been carted to and crushed at Barmedman up to 
date, and have yielded 670 oz. of gold. It is expected that a similar quantity of 
stone w'hich is now' at Barmedman aw’aiting treatment will give even better results. 
The soil in and around AA'yalong is similar to that which has already been described, 
and it is estimated that it could be cleared and put under cultivation at a cost of 
from 30s. to 40s. per acre. Much of it, if available, would be readily taken 
up, and it is thought that many of the miners would form homesteads, and thus 
even sliould AVyalong not prove to he a permanent gold-field, an industrious and 
desirable class of selectors are likely to become permanently settled near the recently 
surveyed township. It may be incidentally mentioned that the prices of provisions 
in the district are very moderate, so that the cost of living is less than in the 
metropolis.

Although
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Although the discovery of gold, and the sudden rush of large numbers of 
people to Wyalong have brought about a great development of trade in tho district, 
it would bo premature under existing circumstances to construct a railway simply to 
serve AVyalong.

The Committee arc of opinion that the proposed grade of 1 in 100 could bo 
obtained with scarcely any cutting, that sleepers could be procured near the lino at 
a minimum cost, and that tho railway is one which could be very cheaply constructed. 
Having regard to these considerations and to the agricultural and pastoral capabilities 
of the country which the proposed railway will serve, the Committee feel justified in 
recommending its construction, if viewed as a section of a main line to the Lacbjan 
at Hillston, via Cargellico; but they consider that tho question of ultimate extension 
to the Lachlan should first be decided. Unless it be the settled policy of the 
country to extend the Cootamundra-Temora branch to the Lachlan, the Committee 
feel that their recent inquiry would not justify them in recommending the immediate 
adoption of the proposal now under consideration.

In connection with their suggestion that the proposed line should only be 
constructed as part of the main railway to the Lachlan, the Committee would point 
out that much of the traffic from the stations beyond the Lachlan now going to 
Whittou and Cavrathool passes into Victoria, and does not appreciably swell the 
returns of the New South Wales railways.

In conclusion it may be added that witnesses whose holdings would be 
affected by the railway, readily assented to the equity of applying the betterment 
principle to the properties thereby benefited.

F. T. HUMPHEHY,
Chairman.

Sydney, 2i April, 1894..
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

PROPOSED RAILWAY FROM TEMORA TO WYALONG.

[TAKEU BBPOSB THE SECTIOITAIj COMMITTEE.l

rnUliSDAY, 12 APRIL, 189t.

[The Siclional Committee met at theCourt-hou»e, Barmedman, at I'Zdp.m.']

|}rcsent:—
The Hon. FKEDEltlCK. THOMAS HUMPHEHY (Chaibmas). 
Henet Dawson, Esq. | Willi.vm Cuandos Wall, Esq.

H. B. 
Copeland^ 

Eio»

The Sectional Committee proceeded to consider the proposed Railway from Temora to Wyalong.

Henry Beccroft Copeland, Esq,, Crown Lands Agent and Clerk of Petty Sessions, sworn, and examined
1. Chairman.'] What is your position in tho public service? I am Crown Lands Agent and Clerk of Petty 
Sessions at Barmedman.
2. How long have you occupied that position ? Since tho 22nd of September, when the Lands Othcc was
first opened here. 12 April 1W4.
3. And previously to that ? I was Lind Agent at Tarce for three years. ’
■1. Then before laat September you knew nothing of this district ? No. _
5. Can you tell us how much land is in occupation between Temora and Barmedman, and, say, within a 
radius of 10 miles of Temora ? There is very little land open for selection between here and Temora. My
district commences 0 milea this side of Temora. . , f n
fi. Well, what settlement ia there between Temora and Barmedman ? With the exception of a few small 
blocks, tho whole of the land within o or 6 miles of the proposed railway on each side ia occupied.
7. Has it been taken up in largo holdings ? As a rule the holdings are large; there are some which have 
been taken up as special areas of 320 acres, but as a rule they are 2,560 acres. ^
8. Ia there much settlement beyond Barmedman in tho direction of Wyalong? No selection has taken
place along the proposed line from Bannedman to Wyalong, except in one or two instances where people 
have taken up land within about three miles of the Imo. ^
9. Have you been over the selections between here and Temora? No.
10. Can you speak as to the settlement which has taken place here? No, only as it is shown on the map.
11 You do not know from your own observation whether the laud is being used for agricultural or for 
p.'istoral purposes? I could not sav, though tho Police Stock and Crop Report for the Barmedman 
Division would give a fair idea as to liow tho land is being used in this portion of the district.
12. Will you be good enough to give us the figures that have been collected ? The area of freehold and 
conditionally purchased land is 49,291 acres. That is, in the police district.
13. Jfr. Wall.] Is tho police district comprised in your land district? Yes.
14! Chairman.^ BcUveen what points ? I cannot speak for certainty as to the area covered by tho police 
d ^strict
15. You cannot say how many miles it goes west and north of Barmedman? Not with certainty, 
lo! Will you tell us the boundaries of your district? It starts six miles from Temora. and extends south 
to "tho parish of Mimosa; then north by west through Buddigower, Drumston, Mildil, Bolygamy, Hiawatha,
Wyalong, Mugga, Back Creek, and Binabulla; and is bounded on the east by the Bland Creek down as 
far as the parish of Moonbucka, and so south.
17. Mr. Wall.] How far east of Temonv is Bland Creek? About thirty-two miles from the southern 
boundary of my district. The number of acres under wheat in the district is 1,235, producing 9,072 
bushels ^ The total area held under conditional lease and pastoral lea.se is 201,315 acres.
18. Chairman.] Can you separate the pastoral leases from the conditional leases ? There are five pastoral
leases, containing 133,500 acres.
19. Therest of tho land is conditionally leased? Yes.
20. AVhat stock is raised on the conditionaly leased land ? I cannot say ; hut the totals are, o34 horses,
1,262 head of cattle, and 145,391 sheep. ^
21. You cannot say how many sheep are owned by the pastoral les-sces ? Yes, 02,565.
22. Can you give us similar information with regard to cattle and horses? Yes; there are 140 horses 
anil 650 head of cattle on the pastoral leaseholds.
23. Tho balance would be on the selections ? Yes.
24. How much land has been taken up m your district since you have been here ? Light conditional 
purchases, having an area of 1,6584 acres, and seven comlilional lenses, having an area of 3,796 acres, or 
altoirether 5 4541 acres. Tho total amount of revcmio col'ected between tho 22cd of September, 1893, 
and the 31st March, 1891, amounts to £9,458 15s. 9d. Accoiding to the census returns, the number of
sheep in the district is 194,406.
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H. B. 2.). Have you been over tlio country bolween Barmedman and ^V’■ynlong luid yalong and Lake Cargcl
Copeland, iico? I have Iwen from Barmedmen to Wyalong; but I only know the country along the nuid.

26. Mr. 7ra//.l The proposod railway paasea right through your diHlnetr »w.
27. What ia the diatance from your north-cast boundary to the prfiposed ImeV About 30 miles.

^*^P"*’^***‘fpoui your south-west'boundary? About the samo diatance. c i„„ i
20. ('an you fumtah the Committee witli any information oa to tho approximate ^
^hie in y<mr district within 20 miles of tho proposal line P Of course, all tho leaseholds will bo availabllo

next YWT. * , , 1 ij I 10 V
30. the whole of tho lami mnrke^l white on tho plan loaHCUola lamlr' . .
31. Do YOU know whether proparationR have been mailo in the ditilrict, since the construction o
way to Temora, to bring land under cultivation ? Only from hearsay. „r«nom.l
32. ̂  What IB tho nature of the information which you liavo received? Several selectoi-a have preparotl
land to grow wheat next year, and others arc extending their area. f,, ,«v
33. Have any largo contracts for clearing been let in tho district, to your knowledg . >
knowledge.
31. This is not essentially a wheat-growing district at present? JNo. _ , .
35. The area under cultivation does not represent the maximum contained m any one conditional

36. Can you tell the Committee how much of the resumed portion of tho runs it represents? No; I

Sr^'xhe area is not indicated on the map ? No; of course the conditional purchases and conditional
leases have been taken out of the resnm^ area. ,. . . . ... . •. c *i______
38. You are not in a position to say what amount of land m your district, within -0 miles of the propose 1
line, is available for conditional purchase—thatis, irrespective of tho pastoral leaseholds ? Comparativoly 
speaking, very little. Since I have been here I have bad several imiumes for laud Biluatod withm tho

S^^InTO you any information about a gold-mining reserve of 50,(X)0 acres in the vicinity of Wyalong ?

40. Before the land was reserved was it available for selection, or has it been taken out of the leasehold 
area ? Within the parish of Wyalong the land was open for selection.
41. Tlien this reservation locks it up ? Yes. t. -j {.i.,
42 I suppose you are aware that the Lands Department propose to reserve a mile on ow’h side ot tho
propos^linc from Temora to Wyalong ? Tho land has been reserved betwoeu Temora mid Barmedman
43. But between Barmo<lman and Wyalong ? There will bo no need to make a reservation, because tho
railway will run through the leasehold area. , , i j.
44. Does the amount of revenue which you have just given us represent tho total annual payments, or
are there any arrears due in respect of conditional purchases ? Some of tho payments are duo and over
due : but, as a rule, tbe land has been paid for up to date. . „ m, ■ t. e
45. Mr. Daicton.'] In what position was tho land at Wyalong before the reservation. The parish ot
Wyalong was open for selection.
46. That is 50,000 acres ? Yes. , , ^ ^ i r
47. Has this been a favourable season for wheat hero ? I should think so ; but I could not speak trom
my own knowledge, because I know nothing about it. ., , o t i i. i. j c
48. The season has been fairly wet. Do you know whether the crops were spoiled ? I have not heard oi
such a thing. t .a .
49. Do you not think that an average of 7i bushels to the acre is very small ? t could not say. _
60. If this has been a fair season, and the average crop has been less than 7i bushels to the acre, it would 
not pay to sow wheat here ? The rain only came after Christmas, when tho wheat crop was finished.
61. The small yield to the acre mav be the reason why there arc only 1,235 acres under cultivation here ? 
Well, that is all the land under cultivation. I should' like to add, in regard to a previous answer, that tho 
stock returns I quoted do not comprise Mimosa, West Mnndemah, Kildare, Buddigower, Ariah, Bygo, 
Yalgogrin, Bolygamy, aud ten or twelve other stations.

Mr. Joseph Charles Wentworth, storekeeper, Barmedman, sworn, and examined:—
Mr J C. ^2. Chairman.'] How long have you been in Barmedman ? I have been about fifteen or sixteen years in 

Wentworth, the district, and it is going on for three years since I settled in the town.
63. And before you came here ? 1 was living on Barmedman station. _ _

iaApril,18»*. 54, Mr. Wall.] What has been regarded as the principal industry hero ? Patoral pursuits, until within
the last eight or nine years.
55. Are there many small holdings in the district ? Yes; a good few.
56. Can you give us tho number approximately ? No; I cannot.
57. I suppose all the selected land is comprised in small pastoral holdings ? They are hardly pastoral 
holdings.
58. Has much of the land in the district been alienated in tho interest of persons holding largo pastoral 
leases ? I do not think so.
59. You think all tho settlement has been Yes; a great number of the selectors have been
bond fide.
60. What ia the average crop which the land here ia capable of producing? With a fair aeasoii, 1 should 
think about 15 bushels to the acre, ou the average. I do not think that that is an over-estimate.
61. How long have you known land in the district to bo under cultivation ? J know one paddock within 
3 miles of this place which has been under cultivation for over twenty years.
62. What has been its average production ? I could not tell you. As a rule the crop has been used for 
hay, though last year it was stripped.
0^1. What did it give last year? Of two paddocks at this particular place, the lowest yield was something 
like 15 bushels to the acre.
64. Can you pve the Committee any idea of the average cost of clearing land for cultivation here ? I lot
a contract for another person not long ago for 15s. an acre. It was certainly old ringbarkod country ; 
but the men bad to cl(»r it fit for the plough, grubbing out the stumps so that the plough could go 6 or 7 
inches deep. 65.
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C6. How long inuBt the timber have been rung before you can let a clearing contract at price# ranging up
to £1 an aero P Three or four years, 1 should «ay. x- » i s*
00. What is tho cost of ringbarking P On an aTorage- 1 shoultl think la. an aero. That does not include
cutting away tho Rcrub and undorgrowth. _ , , . x- u -x * u o ’
07. For how much could you bring tho land about here under cultivation, and what time would it tafee f 
Supposing you cooimenco*! to-day and finished four years hence, I should say that, taking the whole of 
tho district within a radius of 10 milos, tho work ought to bo done for £2 an aero. That is taking m the
malice and everything. It might cost a little more. ,x* x: o t i t i.
08. Do you think the construction of the railway will bring much land undercultivataon f 1 do. l haro
heard a great number of selectors say that if they had the means of getting their wheat to market they 
would |mt in a great deal more than they have put in hitherto. This year there has been a great deal

oir Wllat'hfw'bcen tho effect of the construction of the Temora linehave any large contras for clearing 
been let in tho vicinity of Temora or on the Sydney side of it ? I do not know much about Temora; but
1 know that a large quantity of land in this district has been cleared within tho last few months which
would not have been cloarca had not the railway been brought to Temora. ^ . xt i. i
70. Rut according to tho land agent hero there are only about 1,200 acres under cultivarion m the whole 
district ? I heard what Mr. Copeland said; but I know that one man withm 2 miles of the town has a 
200-acre paddock, and another man has 100 acres, under cultivation. There is only a ro^ between them.
71 What number of sheep will the land carry to the acre, taking an average P On the Barmedman run 
they have Homething like 30.000 sheep, bewdes cattle and horses, and I think they are only using about 
40,i)0 acres. Then on Wyalong No. 3, I do not think they can have more than 20,000 acres, and they
carry 20,000 sheep. ! believe that this year they leased some land. , , , ^ ^ .
72. Do you regard this a« fairly good pastoral country? There is no doubt about its being good, sound

7r°Hthat is so, is it not more likely that tho land will be held for pastoral purpose than that it will Im 
brought under cultivation ? No, I think it would be more profitable to bring it under cultivation. H « 
only the distance from railway communication that has prevented cultivation. >or up to ^
year at Barmedman station they only grew a bit of hay for themselTes; but last year they h^ 
like 70 acres under wheat, and that they stripped, and sent the wheat to be “lade into floury Thi« year 
thev have cleared another 70 acres ; but that would not have been done had the railway not been brought

7^ Are any other crops besides wheat grown in the district? Tea; oats have been grown, though wheat

75. Is there much business connection between this place and Lake CMgellieo? „ -y
70. There is a considerable pastoral population locate<l between this place and
77 And tho construction of tho proposed lino would command the whole of 1
There are a great many selectors to tho north of \\ yalong who would bo prepared to g(fm largely for
cultivation if thev could bo brought near a railway. ,, - .78 llavintr been tor some time engaged in pastoral pursuits here, can you say what quantity of land iiIt for selction^hen th^ division of the runs took place ? ■
79 much of that land been selected since ? Very nearly all of it, I think, immediately round here.

S.*'rrry"^^Svethe"c^>mmittM7nyin^ to tho number feT^^
here in ponnectiou with the mines ? There have not been a groat number of late years , but a few j eare 
Sgo, when tho Barmedman United Gold-mining Company was in full swing, a large number of men were

sr'llow long'"’"* ‘l»‘ “'"P”"? i" ""'"B • ,nent hen, •
Si I Lpose TOO xro aware that the eompany ai«nt £16,000? 1 do not know what they .pent here ,
83* Ton ranitrgivVte c"om„,ittee any information a, to how ”“/>■ ‘'■ey got out of the mi„„, or 
whetLr they were manfained by contributed capital brought here? No; but I know that a la g

rifthe ndne".^^ not working? They are working about U mile, out on the pro-
nnawl lino from Temora to Barmedman—I refer to the Princess Edith Company.
85. The mining population here is not sufficient to justify tho construction of a railway. Not at 

S^Thl^irilwav must depend for traffic upon tho development of other local resources ? Barmedm^,

tJ ..e.?

r»r.i!;r&;'oftW^rct:Vrtre ^ have been worked here ? Very little. I

am ,jo miusr^ Ttdoueral report ^
“rio^TurequeS to 1C reromml.dat J of the TemL line in 1890 ? The distnet ha. rmpreved ..nee

9*1^‘in what respect ? I« an all-rouud manner. There is more population here, and we have bad four or

five very good fleoRons, which have helped ub along.
92. Has more business been done m Barmedman. Tes.
HI r “.HhS SrSlUl~done .0, from the number of .elector, who hare come 

Hrii'rv™ taow ™the number ot .lock ha, increa.ed ? It mn,t hare done so.



rAnillMEHTART 9TANDIN0 COMWITTKE 05 PmUO WOBKS.

immediately round aoout nerc, uieru ... ..............
—that w, within 8 or 0 milea of Barmedman. _ whatever if they raahe tanks. Ido

they are permanent. There on® at Ir ^ ^ ^ never been dry ia that time.

'lia I -“•
c.'rJ;“™'^vork ? That 1. what « call tho Princoa.

n.™.ro employed theca? Ido not know, hot tboco mu.t bo over twonty men thcco, 

including those out m tho hush getting fircwoo . (lUtrict thev have had to conserve water, have;j:" Ti:;rk'’':p ^ “ricr?:£“S‘S ^,ut,, tho cun.hoidec. and ?oc

which thiy would hare to pay compensation, winch would como to the samo t i g.

Mr Patrick McPohccts, pastoral lessee, narmedman, sworn, and examined :- 
Ms. r. 108. CMr..n.)' How long have yon been in the district ? Eight or nine months.

:-utaiSr'*;"ro g“Sd‘:.;i‘.r tauto traOlc. I think they will got gold

right along hero. That i. e™f“ 1 li'avejSa good deal to do with it, but I have

“ SeXt f harral;ire I iiaro >-n in^ho^di.trict 1 was there ahont five daya.

112. I Buppose HI the wool in the district goes ®gey^ed l,y it? A station in 
11.8. 1)0 you not think that a atalioii , j pcmile to send in wheat from a much
;rie^SXoT] noriitk.® Pe®r.on.lly, I'ani served well e.iongli; hot I think tho railway would 

¥:ihSid\VarravoJ:grv£a?P^^^^^ i» Tulhl ri hnsheutn tho

^3 t£ takei So

Z &'th“n”glt‘’:ii“rgeihe work dJl^e for ahont ins. an acre ; hut where the timber ia green

I should be sorry to acre ’ I do not tbink it could be done for £2 an aeroII?- SItfi'yoTSow tmiwnf a“hir Hie price of wheat ? Vcs. This year it was very low. I

u“,":^ei?y"e“ t“.T,tw'a”ro yon going to make a wheat crop pay ? I could not answer

S riimso you know something ot the ennutry hetwoc.i Temora and Cootamundra ? Yes i I havn

!™o" \ sipil'lhat is eiinally good, if not better, land than tho country bclwoen Temora and M'yalong ?

Wl”l'riiicTisiWaUrd hTirin put under cultivation for wheat ? I think I can, though

‘122 DoTnn tn®k t a‘t‘ a‘n‘|l^Sb-that it the propoaod lino were constructed any land would ho put

h" w^muchind do you think would be pot under wheat ? I could not say, I have hoard people

'l?::'‘c.®n‘|::‘g'’i‘nf TliroVlt'pllaSe Tield within a few hundred bushels ? Xo; I could not

f25* ^Do yoifthiiik therciuld bccMugh wheat grown to pay anything like interest on tlm proposed 

line', "upp^iig It 4Tma<H for £2,0<« a mile ? Well, it would not depend upon the wheat ainno,
because there would be the Station produce and all that.
126. How much wool would be sent from here? Last year I sent a little over o7 tons
127. It costs 2d. a mile to send wool from Temora to Cootamundra ? bomelhmg like tnat.
128. "Where would vou load your wool? At Barmedman. ,,, t ... 4?io
129. Suppose you wnt away CO tons, tho freight on that for 2.3 miles would be about 4s. per ton, or £1-
altogether—that is all the railway would get out of you? But there would be the Ihinga that I should

130. *'woiiid you bring up GO tons ? I should not; hut you must remember that there nro others who
would send away more liian I send, . ,
131 'J he interest on the cost of the lino would be £5,000 n year, so it would require 5(X) people to send
00 tous over the railway eiudi way to meet that, without paying working expeuses; do you



thinp; like tliat could bo dono? Puttinp it in that way, I do not think it could ; but of course if the 
Wyalong gold-field turns out to bo permanent, there will bo a great amount of traffic there.
1.12. Wo want to get ovidenco as to whother it is going to bo a permanent field or not? Well, if tho jgApril 1884. 
Government do not make a railwoy they will have to put the road in repair. I do not know what it is like ^ ’ 
botween hero and Barmedman; but to put it in repair between hero and Wyalong would coat more than 
half of what it would take to build a railway.
133. But a road would not produce revenue P No.
13J-. Of course the passenger traffic on the iiroposcd line would be nothing at all, except so far as Wyalong 
was concerned ? 1 cannot say what it would bo like; but I do not think it would bo very great.
1.35. I understand that you have to consorvo water here? Yes.
1.30. That is easily dono ? Yes, you cannot beat this for holding country.
137. How many sheep have you hero ? A bout 22,000 I think.
138. And they cut a good nccco in sound country like this ? Yes, very good.
139. Do you send many fat stock away ? Yes, wo send a good many.
140. If you had better means of communication with the metropolis, would you bo likely to fatten and 
send away more? That would entirely depend upon what the market was like. If wo had tho Sydney 
market, the railway would not keep us from sending the stock.
141. Is tho country between here and Wyalong similar to that between hero and Temora? I have not 
been along the road to Temora. 1 go from Trungley to Temora.
142. But IB there not a great similarity in all this country? Well,on tho road from Trungley to Temora
tho counlry is very different. It is not so scrubby. _ _
143. Is there much ironbark between bore and Wyalong ? Not that I know of, immediately on the lino;
but there is off it. ,
14+. Good ironbark ? What I saw was very fair. There is an ironbark ridge down here, I believe.
145. You have no idea as to what sleepers would cost, I suppose? No; but I think you could get them
pretty reasonably. i. i.
lie. It is proposed, instead of having square sleepers, to have half-round sleepers. They could bo got 
much more cheaply ? Yes, a groat deal more cheaply than tbo sleepers we have been using hitherto.
147. Do you think an e.xtension of the present lino on through Wyalong to Cargellico and Hillston would 
constitute a main trunk lino by which this portion of the country would be fairly well served ? Yes ; I do.
118. Have you any personal knowledge of the character of the country towards Hillstonis it reputed 
to bo good pastoral land? It is reputed to bo very good pastoral land all the way pretty well. It is 
many years since I was on tho Lachlan, hut T know it to bo good pastoral country, 11 o
149. If the line were constructed, do you think it would interfere with the renewal of tho pastoral leases.-'
I could not say. , , . , , « h.t .. xv i. t
150. lias there been any agitation in the district against the renewal of those leases? Not that 1 am
aware of; but there may have been. , , ,, xu « • iv
151. I suppose you are aware that it is a ve.ved question whether any renewals should take place m tne
western and central divisions? Yes, I am aware of that. . „ i t. u- o
152. Can ^on say whether the small holdings carry more sheep proportionally than the large holdings.

153° Do YOU thiiik^this country would he more profitably occupied if held in areas of 2,560 acres than if 
held in areas of 10,000 acres ? I do not think the areas ought to be leas than 2,o60 acres, because in this
part of the country, .after a bit, moat of the people will go in for pastoral purauits.
154. If tho Wyalong gold-field proves a success, do you think it will have the effect of settling an agricul
tural population along the proposed line? That I could not say.
155 The settlement of an agricultural population hetween Temora and Barmedman would depend upon
the cancellation of the leases ? It would depend a good deal upon that.
15(5, Of course people cannot select upon the leasehold area . I>ot at tho pK»eiifc lime.
157. And moat of the hand is held under lease ? Yes. i rii. i » »
1.58, Therefore tho expansion of the agricultural industry will depend upon tho non-reneival of the leases.
Exactly ; but then, again, there is any quantity of land to bo improved at present under tho same cou-

159°^Tho?aiid agent informs us that there is very littlo land available here for settlement ? The land is

ici°\he’land?s'SVn°der lease? Y'es ; but there is a lot of land that has been elected.

1(11. But the selection area could not be increased unless the leases were cancelled ? Certainly; there la

lO^^Therefore, unless the leases were cancelled the population of tho district could not increase very

103^Do yo^think that the discoveries at Wyalong are likely to be of n permanent character? ^
cannot make out the formation of tho reefs. Most of them are jumbled up. There are two or three 
good claims there, but they have not ruu into a reef yet. They call them reefs, but I never saw reefs

16Lllow many reputedly payable claims were there when you were at Wyalong? I believe there are

106. Sare^y^Ju any'^knowkd°ge of the present population of Wyalong ? They compute it at from 7,000

lG7.’Te there many leaving the field ? Yes; lately a good many have left for the new rush, 7 miles

from Wyalong. _________ __________________:-----
Air llorbrrl Bertram Cl.ri.tie, maiiasor of W,along No. 2 Station, and oiamined.-

IS: r .be

ro»umo(l area. a i o 12 Aprils ISM.
?r„re .rr^.. mw. I... n„. ad.i..b.e .0 oa., 

many with tho uuuihcr of people there are roaming about tbo paddocks. ■
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Mr. H. B. 
Cbrlatie.

172. What id the carrying capability of the nl;;ti n r Well, there is a great deal of mallee upon the run,
but I think it will carry a sheep to 2 acres, __
178. What distance are you from tho neareat railway station P W e aro 87 miles from Temora.

SApril,1894. Do vou send your wool there ? Yes. , . n ni .i * i
176. Before the line was opened to Temora, whore did you aend it r To Cootamundra.
170. How long have you been in the district ? Three years.
177. And before that where were you? In the Cohar district.
178. How long have you been engaged in pastoral pursuits P For nearly ten years. ,
170. Can you speak as to the progrees of this district since you hare been hero ? I think eonsxlcrnblo
nrogrosB has been made in the last throe years. - ,,r i vr n i
180. In what rospectP The country is far more settled now. Tho greater part of Wyalong No. 2 has
been selected since I haro been here. ^ , t n • i *i. *. <.
181. Has there been any very considerable increase in the population P I think so. I think that raos
of the selections to tho north-west of Wyalong have been taken up wdtbin the last four years.
182. Can you say that tho settlers are in a fairly prosperous condition? I think a great number ot

183. Are they putting their land under cnltiy^tion, or are they combining pastoral with aOTCiilturnl 
pursuits? incy aro combining pastoral with agricultural pursuits. A good number of them have
started putting in crops. « . j, • r *i,
184. Would you like to make a statement to the Committee showing reasons for the extension ot the
railway from Temora to Wyalong. No, though I am quite willing to answer any questions. „ x- ▼
185. Have YOU considered in what way the railway could be made to pay working expenses? .>0, 1 
have not. I do not know what the lino would cost or what the working expenses would be.
186. Have you noticed whether the trafEc between Temora and Barmedman has inoroosod since the
railway to temora was opened? I live between Barmedman aud W’yalong, so I could not say much
about the country between Barmedman and Temora. ..... , ...
187. Do you know anything of tho mining that has been carried on in this district during tho past three
years ? No, I know nothing about mining. .
188. Sir. Wall.] Can you tell me what was tho extent of the resumed area of your run at tho time ot
tho division P I think about 19,000 acres. i . j
189. Then about 14,000 acres has been selected there ? From 12,000 to 13,000 acres have been selected
there. _ , • i o -w
190. Can you give me any information as to the grazing capability at which your run was appraised r No;
I have no knowledge on the subject. . « t i i i.
191. Have you any knowledge of the country between Barmedman and Cargellico? I know tho country 
from Barmedman to about 12 miles tho other side of Wyalong—that is, I know portions of it.
192. Is it all regarded as good pastoral land ? 1 think a lot of it is more suited for agriculture ; but 
there is a large area of country on the Bland and Lake Cowal which would all be served by the railway, 
and which I suppose is second to none in Australia for pastoral purposes.
193. You cannot give us an idea of the value of the coaching traffic between Barmedman and Temora r
No, I cannot. /pot
194. Mr. Dawton.] If the railway were taken to Wyalong, would it get any of the Bland traluc? I
think it would get a considerable amount of the traffic from there and from Lake Cowal.
195. I see that Forbes is 40 miles and Wyalong 22 miles from Lake Cowal? Yes.
196. How far would Wyalong be from tho Bland country ? Ten or fifteen milee.
197. Where does the wool from the Bland go to now ? The greater portion of it would go to Young.
198. How far is that? Young is about 60 miles from Marsden. _
199. How far would that be from Wyalong? About 40 miles. The Marsden traffic if it goes
Young now would then come to Wyalong. _ .
200. Then the Wyalong railway, if constructed, would only take traffic from the Young line ? You might 
say of any line that it was robbing some other line; but a railway to Wyalong would give much better 
communication to the district.
201. Whore does the Lake Cargellico wool go to? I know that a great deal of that wool goes to Temora.
202. And would be carried by the proposed line ? Yes.
203. A good deal of wool comes from Lake Cargellico and Lake Cowal ? I cannot speak as to Lake 
Cowal; but a tremendous lot of wool comes from Lake Cargellico.
204. And that wool would come to Wyalong if the railway were taken there? Yes, all tho wool from 
Bolygamy, about 20 miles from Wyalong, com<» to Temora now, and would be carried by the proposed 
line.
205. Do you think the people here would be satisfied with a light lino of railway over which trains could
travel at a speed of from 10 to 15 milea an hour ? I think they would be only too glad to get such a 
railw^, if they could not get a faster line. _
206. If a line costing from £2,500 to £3,000 a mile, upon which trains could run at the rate of 15 miles 
an hour, were constructed, would that serve the traffic for seven or eight years to come, allowing for a 
great increase in the wheat production? Not if tho Wyalong gold-field went ahead. They would want 
tsster trains then. What speed do they travel at on the Temora line ?
207. About 22 miles an hour, 1 believe ? I think that would be ample.
208. But suppose Wyalong turns out to be, what in mining parlance is termed, a duffer? At any rate 
tbe line would open up a lai^o area of country.
209. And will cause a great increase in settlement P I think so.
210. If Wyalong turns out to be a good thing the line must pay at once, because tho passenger aud goods 
traffic will be very considerable, independent of the outlying country ? Yea.
211. Chairman.] Is there much cultivation at present on the Bland and Lake Cowal? No. What I 
know of Bland country is not very suitable for agriculture. It is good fattening country.
212. What about Lake Cowal ? Part of that is very gniKi agricultural land.
213. But it is not at present under cultivation? No, not at
214. Mr. Dateton.] I suppose that is from want of a market ’( The distance from market is too great.
215. Mr. Wall.] If the proposed railway is constructed, do you think the holders of land withina certain
zone would be willing to pay 75 per cent, of the cost? No, I do not. 216.

to



21(5. You think they would object to pay such a tax? Vos, most strongly. I do not think they would
be able to pay it, ^ ^
217. Tho payments would extend over sixty years? Yes, but I do not sco where these men could And i2April,1804.
the money to pay more than they are now paying. .
218. Do you think they would regard it as unreasonable to bo charged freight, and at tho same time to
liave to pay threo-fourtlis of the cost of the line ? Certainly. Wo must have carriage pretty low to 
make the production of wheat payable. ,
219. Mr. Dawion.] You think it right that the State sboulcl make a railway through your property and 
through mine, and that wo should pav nothing in return? I do not think property hero would be
benefited anything like 75 per cent, by the construction a railway. i *
220. Supposing it inmiasotl 50 per cent, in value, should not part of that increase be returned to the 
State? That might be fair ; but at the samo time the man who iscinplojing labour to put m cn^s ia
benefiting tho State more than the State ia benefiting him. I think it is tho duty of the State to ui 
railways to open up the back country.

MIWfTEH or EVIUEKCE—KAU.WAV FJif.M TEMOUA TO WYALOBO. *

Mr. Denis Bymo, farmer, Barmedman, sworn, and examined
221. Chairman.] What is your occupation ? T combine grazing with farming.
222. Did you obtain your land by londitional purchase? I bought it from a conditional purchaser.
22:1. How many acres have you ? 2,660. , t> i
221. Where is your farm situated ? About 7 miles west of Barmedman.^
225. How many acres have you under cultivation? This year I am putting in about ItO acres.
22«5. Of wheat ? Well, about 10 acres will bo sown with oats.
227. How many acres had you under cultivation last year ? Seventy-five.
228. And the year before ? I Have only been about throe years in the district. The year before I bad 4 
acres of hay.
229. What was tho result of last year’s crop ? We got about 15 bushels to the acre.
280. Whore did you send it ? To Temora. _ _
231. What did you pay for carriage to Temora? About 4d. a bushel, which is about what it costs to send 
it from Temora to Sydney.
232. Then it costs you, in all, 8d. a bushel to send to Sydney? About that.
233. If the railway were constructed where would you send your wheat ? To Bannedman.
234. What would bo the coet of taking it to Barmedman ? Very littlo; I suppose about 3d. a bag.
235. Do you keep sheep ? Tes; I have about 2,800.
236. Do you send your wool to Temora? Tes.
237. Are you familiar with this district? Tes ; I know it fairly well.
238. What portion of it aro you familiar with? I know all the land to the west and south-west pretty 
well, together with the country on the Bland, and out north beyond Wyalong to Bolygamy.
239. That is on the way to Lake Cargellico? Yea; but it would bo a few miles off the line.
240. What is the character of the land between hero and Wyalong ? Tho proposed line just about divides 
tbo agricultural from the pastoral country.
241. On which side of tho line would the pastoral country be ? To the east and north-east—tho Bland 
country. 1 have gone 30 or 40 miles to the west, and four-fifths of that country is agricultural laud of the 
best quality.
242. Similar to the land you possess? Tes. ,
243. Can you give any reason for the low average of production hero? The past year was a very bad
one for crops throughout the colony generally; but wc had a higher average, or at least as good an average, 
within 15 miles of this place as in any other part of the colony. _
2 44. Tou heard Mr. Copeland's evidence that 9,lX)0 bushels of wheat were obtained from 1,200 acres_of 
land—a little over 7 bushels to the acre ? Yes.
245. But you say that you got 15 bushels to tho acre? Yea; and I know of several paddocks that 
produced more, up to 18 bushels to tho acre.
246. In that case a great deal of land must have yielded considerably less than 7 bushels to the acre ? I 
think that that land lies nearer Temora. I know a great many of tho farms there, and I do not think 
they produce anything.
247’. Can you give any reason for the failure? There was no rain here until the middle of November. 
2iS. Then why were you not similarly affected ? It must have been because of tho soil, and we happened 
to get rain in time to save the crop. In places like this the rain is very patchy. We may get ram, and 
5 or 10 miles away there may be none. As it happened, we got a fair rainfall, not enough to benefit the 
crops as much as they might have been benefited, but sufficient to save them. That was between the 1st
and 15th of November. . ^ i
249. Tou attribute the success of your crops and the failure of other crops lu the district to the partial
rainfall? Tes. We had not anything like oar average rainfall.
250. Can you say how the earnings of the proposed line would meet the working expenses, suppose tho 
Wyalong gold-field were not permanent? 1 think the proposed line would encourage agriculture to a very 
much greater extent than its extension to Temora did. When I came here three years ago, a farmer named 
Clements had 80 acres under cultivation, and now ho has 250.
251. Where is his farm? About 4 miles west of Barmedman. . ,. •,
25’’ Can you speak as to the effect of tho opening of the Temora lino upon the country withm 10 miles 
of Temora and on each side of that line ? Tea; I think tho area under cultivation there has beou very
much increased. , « ..t i -..t.- -i r
253. Have you been over that portion of the distnet recently ? Not over the country withm 10 mUes ot
Temora.

land under cultivation 
_ but when I knew that

th^Vailway was coming llnc^^^ the area to my present acreage. A neighbour of mine who now has 
160 acres had only 5 acres twelve months ago.
256. Are you interested in mining? Not at all.

Mr.
D. Bym«. 

12AprUJ^.

257.
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Mr.
D, Byrne.

257. Mr. J? rt?/.] ^Vc^o tho results you obtained last year Bufficieiit to warrant you iu conUuuing to
incroMO your cultivation area? Yea, if 1 get inoaus of transit. i v„ ;♦

. 257i. With the present prices, would you got more from tho land by growing wheat than by using it for
12 April, 1894. Yea. , i o -v*

258. I presume that a great deal of tho wheat hero has been grown for hay ? 1 es.
259. That would account for the small average yield per bushel? A great many of the crops have heon
cut for hay, and that would reduce tho average yield. Jly experiuice of several paddocks is that they 
all yielded from 14 bushels upwanls. _
200. Have you been in tbo habit of sending in returns ? Yes. _
201. I suppose the custom is to state tho area actually under wheat and the amount of grain produced, 
without taking into consideration the yield of hay ? Yes.
2G2. How many sheep do you grato? Since 1 have been here I have been grazing from 2,800 to 3,000 
sheep, together with horses and cattle. .
263. Is it your intention to increase tho area under cultivation ? Yes; I have very good farming laud, 
and it is my intention to go in principally for farming. This year a good deal of land would have been 
out under cultivation had not tho rush broken out. ^ ,
20k What, in your opinion, will be the cost of making this laud fit for the plough Well, I get my land
cloMred for £l an acre.
2G5. How lon^ had tho timber l>een ringbarkod? It was ringbaked by the lessee years ago, and a great 
deal of it is going back to its natural state. _ _ .
206. What do you consider the avereage cost per acre of making land fit for cultivation ? Taking green 
timber and all it would bo from 30s. to £2 an acre. In favourable localities you could get it doue for 
15s. an acre.

FRIDAY, 13 APRIL, 1«94.

[TAc Seedonol CommiUee met at Spnng'a Hotel, Wt/alony Toimshp, at 7 30 p.w.]
Ilrrsmt:—

The Hon. FEEDKRICK THOMAS IIUMPIIERY (Ciiaiumas). 
WrttiAit CuANDOs Wail, Esq. | HENur Dawson, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered tho proposed Railway from Temora to Wyalong.

Mr. Thomas Pearce, solicitor, Hillston, sworn, and examined.
Mr. 267. Chairman.'] How long L.ave you resided at Hillston ? Nine and a half years.

T. Pearce. 2(571. Do you desire to make a statement in connection with the proposed railway from Temora to Wyalong,
which is likely to form part of an extension via Cargellico to Hillston ? Yes. I think it is necessary to 

i3Apnl,l894. railway to Hillston; but I think it should go direct from Wyalong to Hillston ?
2(j8. Without touching at Cargellico? Yes. One reason I have for saying this is that on the Lachlan 
there is already a great quantity of purclia.sed land, and the remaining Crown land there would naturally 
bo selected, even if no railway is constructed, while the direct line to Ilillston would pass through what I 
believe to be tbe best agricultural land in New South Wales. At any rate the last 60 miles on tho 
Hillston side would pass through what is unquestionably the best agricultural land, taking into considera
tion its area, in the Colony. Of course you may get small pieces of land in other places, but taking the 
area into consideration, it is not to bo surpassed.
269. What is the distance from Wyalong to Hillston ? One hundred and thirty miles. The whole of tho 
land is good, but on the last GO miles from Hillston the land is exceedingly good.
270. Is it tolerably level ? It is very level, except at one or two places, such as Mona (jrap.
271. Do you not inow that the country between hero aud Hillston ou tho direct route i« very rough ? 
No, it is very smooth.
272. Do you not know that a direct line would, make a very considerable difference to iLe grade of tbe 
railway? I do not think it would.
273. Have you travelled the whole distance ? Yes. Another reason why I tliink the line should go
direct is that the Lachlan counlry is very heavily infested with rabbits, and the only tiling that will 
destroy them is population. A direct line would open up the laud for at least 40 or 50 miles on each 
side of it, and that land would be immediately taken up bv selectors, who would destroy tho rabbits and 
keep them in check. Suppose, however, the line went to Cargellico, and then down the river, it would be 
impossible for settlers to send grain or hay from tho land of which I am Bpe.aking, and it would conse
quently become infested with rabbits, which would breed there and spread all over the Colony. I am not 
prepared with statistics in regarxl to Ilillston. because I only knew, half an hour before I left, that I was 
to come here; but I am fairly acquainted with the neighbourhood from my long residence there, and from 
having been about it a good deal. I^st year tliere were between 151,000 and 14,0(.X) acres under cultiva
tion in the immediate neighbourhood of Hillston, and this year I think the area will be 14,000 or 15,000 
aCTCB. .
274. What is the crop? Wheat. If the farmers there could get a market for their produce there would 
lie hundreds of tliousands of acres under cultivation; but at present they have to sena their grain between 
70 aud 80 miles to get to tbe nearest station.
2/5. Which isCarrathool. 'J he average rainfall for the last four or five years has been fully 15 inches, 
and the rain, as a rule, is seasonable for wheat, falling in April and May and early in the spring. That 
starts the wheat and ripens it.
276. Do you know' the country between Cargellico and Wyalong ? No, I liave never been through it.
277. Do you know Cargellico ? Yes. j b > b
2/8. Do the conditions exist there which you have described as existing at Ilillston ? I sbould say th.at
there wm better agricultural land close to Hillston than there is round Cargellico, but tlie Cargellico land 
18 very good.
2/9. You said just now that the land between Cargellico and Hillston bad been taken uii ? Not all of
it; but a great quantity of it is freehold land.
280. M liat is it used for ? Partly for grazing aud partly for farming. 281.



281. AVliy do you con»iilpr tho fact that tho country thcro in alrea<lv Bottlod a rcauon for not giring the 
Botllors along tho banhB of tho Lachlan railway rotnmunication ?■ t do not say that it in a rcaaon, but I 
Ray Hint to do good to the gmitoat number the line should go direct. The land on the river has a water 
frontage and will nlwayR be taken up. ... .
2H2. Tho people having aettled thcTo, flhould wo not give thorn railway communication in»te.ad of denying 
it to them? Not in my opinion. I think a raihvay shoiiid bo mado to induce people to go out there.
2H8. .\nd that those already BCttled there Bhould bo neglected ? 1 <lo not say that they ahould bo 
neglected. They would have communication to a certain extent, but in any case population would remain 
there, because ot tho river frontage, wliilo the railway would «prend population over new country.
2Si. How would the people at (.'argellico be served by a direct line to Hillston;—what distance would 
they be from it? About 31 milea, which would not be too far, conpidcring that they have a water
frontage. . « t i.- i. j
285. Ho you think a direct lino to Hillston would aerve tiio Cargellico population ? I think bo, and a
direct lino would open up far more country. t• t •
280. Where in the wool sent to now from stations in tho vicinity of Hillston ? To Carrathool, which is 
HO miles away. The Beleclots arc on the couth side of Ilillston, and arc, therefore, a littlo nearer to the
railway. ^ j • v
287. l)o you know the quantity of wool sent from Hillston to Carrathool ? No, 1 am not prepared with
the figures. _ «. •« i. -i
288. Clin you give the Committee an idea of the probable amount of the Hillston tramo if the railway 
wore taken there? A railway would draw all the wool from a conniderable distance to the north of 
Hillston towards tho Cobar line, and also from out MoRBgcil way, where they have a great number of

. . • 1 • -UI289. Besides wool what else would be sent by the railway ? Wheat and live stock.^ It is utterly impossible 
in time of drought for stations to get their live stock away under prcBcnt conditions. 'Hie stock routes 
arc always eaten bare, so that the Rtock would die ou the road if travelled along them. With railway 
communication, however, stock could be sent to market or to the hills where there was feed.
290. When you sficak of tho hills where do you mean—beyond Cootamundra ? Tes, and outTumutway.
291. Tou think that the line would be used to transfer sheep in dry seasons? Tea.
292. Do you wish to give any other reasons in support of your suggestion ? The strongest reason in 
favour of a direct line is that it would bring a great number of settlers on to what is very good land. If, 
however, the railway is not taken direct, the whole of that country will be over-run with, rabbits. Wire 
netting will check the rabbits, but it will not destroy them.
293. If the lino were taken via Cargellico, would Hillston bo served ? Hillston itself would tw served.
291. Do you know what difference it would make in the length of the line to take it to Cargellico ? I am 
informed that it would make a difference of 10 miles. /> ,v ■
295. Do you think that that would make a material difiercnce, when, by taking the lino to Cargellico, it
would serve two places instead of one? I think a direct line would serve tho country better, and would 
save 10 miles. It would bring population into the district, and bo the means of checking the rabbits. 
The land between the railway and the Lachlan would bo filled with selectors, and they would stop the

29G. Are you not expressing somewhat parochial views;—are you not in favour of a direct line simply 
because you reside at Hillston ? No ; T wish to do good to tho greatest number. ^
297. Air. Daicton.'] How often do you have droughts in this “ best country iu New Houth >\ ales r >V e
have not had a drought since 1888. » •
298. Are tho droughts here very severe? The 1838 drought was very severe. There was a failure in
the crops then.
299. Have you ever seen tho Liverpool Plains ? I know the country there.
300. Is this country better than that ? From what I have heard, I should say that it was, for agriculture. 
30l! I mean generally? I would not say that, but there is agreater area of good country here.
302. But how much of the good country is taken up ? I do not know exa*-lly. The selectors hitherto
have gone entirely for open country. ^
303. How many selectors are there on this land ? Very few. ,,,,,, ^ o v *i,
•301. Would not tho line you suggest go thniugh any amount of land held by large stations. JNo; tno
leases will expire in 1805.
305. Then this land is held under lease? Tea. -.ccao v*
300 Do you know if manv selectors went on to tho land when the leases were divided m 18^J. 
very many. Some selectors took up land; but the want of a market for produce prevented others from
doing 80, and some of those who had taken up land throw it up and left the district. „ rm. i j
307. Surely a man could make a living on 2,560 acres of really good country with sheep? Ihe l*ud on 
this side of tho Lachlan is not so suitable for pastoral purposes as tho land ou the other side ot the
Lachlan; but it is more suitable for agriculture. _ , , „ „ - ^ t
308. Is it lightly timbered ? It is heavily timbered with box, myall, mallee, yarran, various sorts of scrub,
and creat deal of pine. . , ^ • i j •
JJOO. Is it anything like the Carrathool country? Xo ; it is different country altogether. I resided in
Hay for nine' or ten years, so that I know the Hay land as well as the Hillston land.
310. Do you not think it would bo better, instead of taking the railway direct to irillstcD, to serve the 
people who have already taken up land iu tho district ? No; because if vou take the hne direct it wiU 
run between the selectors to the south and the selectors to the north, while if you take it to the Lachlan 
the selectors to tho south will not be benefited by it. and it will not bcnoiit an additional number of selectors 
on the north side of the Lachlan, liceause the land there is not suitable for selection nor available.
311. It ia only the land on the Cargellico side that la suitable ? Cargellico is on the southern side of the

t
3iT Is there a fair amount of settlement between Lake Cargellico and Hillatcu? Not a great deal,
thoupli there is a fair number of selectors round Cargellico. , t313. ̂ Much more than on tho line you advocate? Tes; taking it all through. There are a number of
selectors on tho last 20 miles of the route whii h I reoomiiiciid. i 1 bo 30
314. How far from tho proposed railway? Some would be close to the railway and others would be^dU
or 40 miles from it. '
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perfectly satisfied that tho railway should bo taken from Temora to "WyalonR ? Yob , that 
ovc iu tho richt direction. I do not know much about tho country down here, but the line

Mr. 315. You are ,
T.P«rr». would be a move iu tho right

would 1)0 oomiiiB towards C(H)d agricultural laml. „ _. r ii. v ...l*Apnl,1894. You arc perfectly satisfied that thcro should be a railway to Wyalong? It is part of tho line which
should be constructed. , , ^. . -r, , .
317. Would you sooner have the lino taken direct from Temora to Ilillslou without touching at »armod-
man or Wyafonj;? 1 could not aay. 1 have travelled from Wyalong to HjlUtoo, and 1 
about HO or 40 milea out from Wyalong tho land U not ro auitablo for agncultiiro as it la on c as par 
of Ihe journev.318. Although you advocate a direct route, you say that at present there is not much settlement along it, and 
that the land is not snitable for sheep? It is not so suitable as the land on the northern side of thenver.
319. fifteen inches of rain is not sufficient for wheat unless you happen to get it just at the time you
stale ? I go bv the crops that have been grown. xi * t
320. What is tlie average yield per acre? Fiftren bushels was tho average last Year. I may say that . 
have grown about 20 acres of wheat for the last three years, and 1 have never had loss than two tons o
hay to the acre. One year I had three tons. , ,. , ,, .
321. Suppose the lino were made, do you think a yield of 15 bushels to tho acre would pay at the present
price of wheat ? Yes; if that were tiio average.
322. \Vhst price do vou get for wheat? 2s. tkl. a bushel.
323. It brings 2s. 7*d. a bushel in Sydney and 2s. Id. a bushel in MclbounioP I behove they were
getting something near 2s. 6d. , i ^ xi. x u
324. That means that you have to plough, sow, and harvest, for £l 17s. 6d, an acre, and that that would 
pay you ? Yes, it does pay. I have spoken to a great number of selectors, aud tiiey aro perfectly satisliod 
if they get 2s. Ud. a bushel. I know one man who has acres under cultivation, and who carts his 
produce 50 or CO miles to the railway station. lie says that if he gets 2b. Cd. a bushel lio is pt^foctly 
satisfied, and he has done very well so fW. He had 1,000 acres under cultivation, last year, and he has
put in 5(X) more this year. . ,, ,
325. What does it lake to clear the land P Most of it is easy to clear; but some of it is mallee, and
although that is good land, it is difficult to clear. I do not know the actual expense of cle-iring.
32G. Can you get 2s. 6d. a bushel for wheat, this year? I believe that most of them realise somctbing 
like 2s. 6d.
827. Where is that? By taking it to Carrathool, and sending it on to Sydney.
328. Where do they get tho 2s. Gd.—in Sydney ? Yes. They get semething like that.
329. WTiat would it be to them net ? Well, they get a little more in Sydney.
3:10. It would cost Gd. a bushel to send wheat from Carrathool to Sydney, and I suppose from -id. to 6d. a 
bushel to deliver it at Carrathool ? But most of them cart it down themselves.
331. But if a man uses his own labour and horses, and gets 2s. Gd. a bushel for his wheat, that is not 2s. Gd. 
net. His own labour is worth something, and it seems to me, that at that price ho would be about 3d. iu debt 
when he had finished ? No, they aro perfectly satisfied if they can realise 2s. 6d. a bushel, in Sydney, and 
are able to make ends meet. If the railway went to Cargellico and then down to Hillston, the selectors 
to the south, who are quite as numerous as the Cargellico selectors, would bo in tho same position as the 
Cargellico settlers are now, and the land there would consequently soon become a rabbit warren.
332. 3£r. Wall.] I suppose you recognise that this line has not l>oeu proposed simply for the purpose of 
serving Hillston ? Perfectly.
333. There is a national object to be gained ? Yes.
334. You state that construction of a direct lino would open up more country on the banka of tho Lachlan? 
No; it would open up all the country through which it passed, Tiand on the Lachlan will be taken up 
because of its water frontage, even if the people have to go some distance to got the railway.
335. Would not a line to Cargellico, and thence to Hillston, afford more facilities to settlers than a direct 
line? To some extent, I daresay there would be a little more land taken up if tho lino ran down tho 
Lachlan : but I believe that the land there would be taken up whether the railway were constructed or not.
336. Railways are conducted on commercial lines, and unless there is some possibility of a line paying its

goes. 1 should like to see an extension from Parkes. _
5J37. To what extent would you consider this back country sen-od by railway communication ? It is all 
according to the character of tbe country through which the railway passes, and depends upon whether 
the selectors use tho line for agricultural or for pastoral purposes. I should say that if a farmer were 
within 40 or 50 miles of a railway station he would be near enough.
338. He would be fairly well served ? He would be fairly well served.
339. Are you aware that a direct line would be running parallel to and not 35 miles from the Hay line, 
so that the people you desire to serve are already well served ? The two lines may be only 36 miles apart 
at the commencement; hut the distance between them broadens out to about 100 miles.
340. Would not the line proposed by the Department serve the country better ? I do not think it would 
pay as well as the line which I suggested.
3H. You advocate a line running almost parallel with the Hay line? It is GO or GO miles from the Hay 
line, pretty well all through.
342. Is the Cargellico land fair for agricultural settlement ? Yes.
343. Is there any permanent water in the vicinity? Yes.
3It. Is the rainfall there greater or smaller than the raiufall at Hillston ? I am notable to answer that; 
but 1 should think it would be about the same.
845. What distance would the direct Hne he from tho line proposed by the Department? Thirty-one 
milea, 1 think.
34G. That Would he at its furthest point ? I suppose the average distance would be 15 or IG miles.
347. The proposed Government line would be about midway between the Hay lino and the Cobar line, 
while the line you suggest would only bo from 30 to 00 miles from the Hay line ? It would run through 
the beet country. As for as HiUston itself is concerned the Parkes line would bo the best.

348.
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848. Toti recognise that there is not much probability of a secnntl lino intersecting the tract of country Mr. 
between the Cobar line and the Hay lino ? I do not know about that.
840. Well, ORsnming that tho Depailment intended to construct only one line to intersect that country, 
which lino would you suggest ? 1 think a direct line would benefit the greatest number of settlers, and ^ '
thoroforo pay best, besides there is every prospect of gold being discovered in that country. There are 
a great number of people at Yalgogrin now; I was there this morning.
850. Do not men always take the best land available ? Yes.
861. Then if the land m tho neighbourhood of Lako Cargellico has all been taken up, does not that show
that it is tho hewt land ? No, oecauso selectors will not go out 30 or 40 miles by themaelvo® where they 
liavo no chance of selling their protluco. _
862. Inferontially we must arrive at tho conclusion that if they prefer to go 30 miles away from the
railway, they regard the land on which they have settled as the best available? They have gone there 
because the district was already populated. People living there have written to their friends, and thus 
tho land has boon taken up in a block. If tbe proposed lino is taken direct, however, thousands of acres 
of new land will bo taken iin. , » i • •
358. Would a greater actual settlement bo sorved by the Departmental proposal than by the lino of which 
you speak ? Yes ; it would serve a few more.
361. What is tho population of Hillston ? Koughly speaking, about 1,000.
355. Is it incorporated ? Yes. ^ ^
366. Can you give us any information as to the value of ratable property? I think about £450 a year.
That, of course, is exclusivo of G-ovemment endowment.
357. And is based'upon annual values ? Yes.
358. Have you a Lands Office there ? Yes. ^ _
359. Can you give us any information as to tho amount of land selected in Hillston during last year?
No; I cannot.
360. Is Ijako Cargellico within the land district of Hillston ? Yes. _
861. So that any returns would show tho settlement in tho vicinity of Cargellico, as well as that in the
vicinity of Hillston ? Yes. j v .i
362. I suppose you recognise that at tho present time the people of Hillston are bettCT served by the 
railway than the people at Lako Cargellico ? Yes; I think they are a little nearer the Hne. I think tbe
Cargellico people go to Whitton. ■ i. .. -l
363. If the proposed railway were constructed, would the freight and passenger tratfic pay interest on its 
cost ? I think so. 1 know that I would take a good many shares if we were allowed to make a light line
ourselves. ,. i_ . • i.
364. I suppose you are aware that it is proposed to construct this Ime on what is known as the better
ment principle ? So I understand.
365. Do you think people would take up land in this vicinity if they thought they would have to pay a 
proportionate share of the cost of the line ? I feel certain that they would bo prepared to pay part of its
cost; but I do not know how much they would bo prepared to pay. i v ii
366. Tho payments would be spread over a very long period, and the tax would nerhaps be very *““1. 
do you thmk there would be any objection to the construction of this line on the betterment principle.
I do not think so ; I am certain that if the tax is not very heavy, the line will bring a tremendous^pu- 
lation here, provided, of course, that tho pastoral leases are thrown open when the railway is finished. 1
would not bo in favour of throwing them open until tho line is constructed. *. i r 9 rm,
367. How far would the country of which you have been spoaklug be from the Departmental line. Ihe
diatance would vary from next to nothing to about 60 or 70 miles. , 11
368. If tho Department took the line through unsettled country, do you think people would take up land 
‘>0 miles from it to avoid coming under the provisions of a Betterment Act? No ; because 1 believe 
that tho increased facilities which they would have if they were nearer the railway would pay any better-

369. You cannot give any information as to the number of stock in the district of which you have been
speaking? No; I cannot. _____________________ ___________

Mr. James George Carroll, land agent, Hillston, sworn, aud examined
370. CAnimim.] IIow long have you been iu Hillston ? Over seventeen years. J
371 Have you a knowledge of the surrounding country, the extent of tKe pastoral holdings there, and • 
the number of stock carried ? I am not able to tell you the number of stock upon each station; but 1
know the country for nearly 100 miles round Hillston. , . 1 .u 1 * ,,,
372. You desire to make a ststoment in connection with this proposal to take the railway from Temorato 
Wyalong, and perhaps extend it to the Lachlan ? Yes, I have been sent here by the ^
and tho surrounding districts to advocate their right to a railway. I may tell
particular what way the railway comes, so long as it suits the greatest number of people, and is a Ime that 

^ that the line ahould go direct .0 HUlaton iuateud of touehiog at

to the traTerwhii would\e created by ^railway, do you think
than that suggested bv Mr. Pearce? I must say that the propped line P®7^^ted
375. Do you know Cargellico ? Yes; my knowledge of that distnet is considerable, because 1 acted
land agent for them for a number of years. . ,, i
376. Has the land been taken up in large areas ? In 2,o^acro blocks. (Wellico as
377. How much land is under wheat there at the present time ? There is not so much at Cargellico as
at Hillston They do not go in for farming so much there, they go in more tor stock.378. Tho selectors are mini their land for grazing? Yes ; they do not go in f*';- well
370. When; do tlioy send their produce at the present time ? I think they consume it locally pre tty well,

3So.\t‘does‘’mftgo to'sydnT^^ I do not think so. Of my own knowledge I do not know where they 

send the local prmluce. 3gl^

aa
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Mr. SSI Wl,on, ,loos tl.o ,-nol fo te ? It goo= to Whiltoo. The erool from tho other ,i.lo of Crgollico, out 

Mouut 1^.0 ,Vj„long and CargeUico ? I know tho oonntry troa. CargoDieo

ta.pnu-- rro.n CargomeoP -'h^t o^.ilo. U i,

undertaand that at (J.alore there are (5U.000 acres uiider scttlemcut. ^

purpose the land to?aud fZ:Zorl to MerriuWen is all yarran country and country for sheep.

3tW. IsitsuitaWeforapriculturo? either - but I consider

z “h/^ letrs pity t„ dt u „p.

!^rHUliL''y:u ™v.7a3“;krt S^dV/ i“.l ? Tea . it ia 80 milea from Carrathool.

30‘l’ IIow Lut sheep are there n-ithiu oO miles of Hillston, tbe wool of which at present goes to Carra
thool ? Ilillston woifld serre Mossgiel, which is 60 miles away from it, Ivauhoe. which is 3o Irom 
\vhealbah, wbicb is 22 miles south-west of Hillston, and Cooble Station, and all stations between Ivanhoe

304 Hoflny sheep would he shorn in that district ? I am not able to say how many sheep they bW ; 
hut I should sav that they shear over 100,000 sheep at Tnda Station, which is considered a very large 
lU I cannomv wh^therare carrying now, but they have carried 1^,000 sheep. Mossgiel would 
carry 150 000 sheep, M'illandra, to mv knowledge, has shorn over 200,000 sheep, besides running a number

3^^St.iTLd ItrkS ertenf ? Ca.tio would, beraure they rend fat
Critic to Melbourne. I should say that Bundarra Station runs 100.000 sheep, and Merungle about

ll'^Are those the principal stations whicb would be sorved by the line? Yes, and there are othe^ 
Cowl Cowl, which is on this side of tho river, baa shorn 150,000 sheep. I have not mentioned half the

3^7.'°Are''we to'uTdcrriaVd^thri the'stations you have mentioned would be directly served by the extension
Sof^AiS^rheioofSdiffisIntVromllillston to Sydney? Yes; the stations I have mentioned send

their wool on to the Hav Hoc, while out beyond they go to Balrauald.
399 Would there be an increase of revenue to the railway if the wool was sent from Ilillston to Sydney, 
instead of coming as it does now ? Yes ; bi'causo when they go to Carrathool they can choose between 
sendine bv train to Sydiicv or by steamer to Victoria. ^\ ool passing through Hay goes mostly to \ ictona. 
400. Thei^ would be an increase in railway revenue if the wool wont to Ilillston . ^cs ; it it came to 
HilUton it would have to go ou to Sydney, whereas now the greater part of it goes to \ letoria.
401 Do you wish to give aiiv other reasons in support of this line? 1 consider that the land between 
Hillston and Ivanhoe is equal to any of the land in the 'Western Division. It is certainly the best pastoRil 
land in tliat division, and their sheep have for years to^ipetl the Melbourne market. Sheep from there 
have brought as much as 17s. 6d. iu the olden times. The wool, too, fetches a good price, coming as it 
docs from very superior land. Portions of that country, too, are we 1 adapted for cultivation. A 
Mr. Thomas, wiio has latelv taken up laud near Hillston, told me that he had travelled a great deal 
through the Colony, and that he considered that, with the exception of the land round^arrandera, it was 
the best wheat-CToVing country he had seen. He had seen ilildura, "U ontw'orth, and those places, having 
travelled for a land syndicate, but he settled near Hillston, eousidering that land to be the best ho could

402. How many coaches are there running between Hillston aud Carrathool ? There aro two a week to 
Carrathool, one to Hav. and two to Booligal.
403. And to Cai^ellico? There are two a week each way, and a weekly mail. r,
404. How manv teams are there on the road? A great number. One storekeeper stated to the Com
missioner that be got up GOO tons of goods in tbe year. ^ , j tj h i. o
405. I am speaking of the average number of teams on the road between Carrathool and nillston r
There are a great many; but I could not say how many. - , , j i.- -i
406. Mr. Wall.] How long has your railway league been established ? TV' e have been advocating a rail
way for a number of years. , - , n,. 1 IJfilJO
407. AVere any representations mado to the Minister prior to the opening of the \V yalong gold-neld.
There was no deputation, but we have had plenty of communications with the Minister. ,, t
40S. Can von tell the Committee where tho boundary of the AVesteni and Central Divisions would bo 
intersected by the proposed line? Tho Lachlan is the boundary between the AVestem and Central 
Divisions. _
409. Then the proposed line would not go into tho AVestem Division at all, though it would serve a large 
portion of it? A'es ; it would serve Euahalong, which is about 1.5 miles from Cargellico.
410. AVould it not serve Coan Downs and the country to the north ? Yes.
411. Can you give us an idea of the number of adult settlers that would be served by the construction of 
this line, taking tho population of Hillston, Lake Cargellico, and the intervening country -what would 
bo the pnibable value of tho passenger traffic on the line? I cannot s-ay. Most people travel in their own 
conveyances now.
412. Can you give us any idea of the number of people who would be likely to avail themselves of tho
railway in order to get to Sydney ? At Mossgiel there are about 400 people, aud about 1,0^0 at Hillston 
and just immediately around it. •
413. Is that the adult population ? No. 414.
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-iH. Can you giro u» an approximate idea of tlie number of nettlors that would be served by the proposed
lino ? Tho lino would servo every settler already in tho district; but T cannot tell you how many there J-
arc. 1 may say, however, that when tho land was thrown open by the 18S4 Act, tho largest area of laud
in the Colony 'but one, was taken up near llilluton. J3Apnl,if»4i.
415. Can you give us any idea as to tho number of ]>coplo between Hillston and AVyalong, or Cargellico 
and 1 rillston, who would be served by tho lino ? I could not tell you how many would be served by it.
416. Has Bottlement in tho vicinity of Cargellico and along the ])roposcd line increased during the last 
few years? Very little ; it has gone off.
417. As a rule, has the land been taken up in tho interests of those who selected it, or have
many of the selectors sold it to tho largo pasUtralists ? Latterly not much land has changed hands in 
that way. I think tliore are very few selections which aro not genuine.
418. Has there been any petition by persons requiring land for sottloment against tho renewal of the 
pastoral leases ? The feeling has been against their renewal. The people are waiting for a new Land Act 
which they hope will bo more liberal than the last. That is why there has not been much settlement.
419. Do you tmnk that iho division of tho hoMings would have a tendency not only to increase popula
tion, but to increase tho carrying capacity of the land ? Subdivision would certainly increase the carrj'- 
ing capacity of tho land.
42(). You think that, proportionately, tho land held by selectors in the vicinity of Hillston carries more 
stock than that held by pastoral lessees? Yes. I know one selector with 640 acres of land who runs 
800 sheep, and they are now so fat that he can hardly get a poor one to kill. Ills laud has carried over a 
sheep to the acre because of the subdivision.
421. I suppose you know tho old soldier’s motto, “ Guns overcharged recoil the most ” ? Well, I know 
he has been there over twenty years, and is likely to remain there.
422. Can you give us any idea as to tho returns received in ayear by the Lauds Office at Hillston? They 
have been very good indeed until lately ; but there has been a falling off this year.
423. This year has been worse than other years ? Yes ; very little land will be taken up until a new Act 
comes into force.
424. You think that the construction of a railway would have a tendency to increase settlement? I am 
sure of it. If the lino is not constructed at an early date a great number of people will desert tbo back
country. _ j # .
425. Mr. Damon^ If the leaseholds are thrown open to selectors, is there not a great likelihood of the 
pastoralists securing the whole of them ? It would depend upon the conditions under which they were
thrown open. - i j
426. Under conditions under which you and I or anyone else could take them up ? ^ ot if you had con
tinuous residence, and one man ono selection, insisting upon a certain amount of cultivation.
427. Would you bnnipcr selection with all those conditions, and then say that poor people should take up 
the land ? Certainly. If poor people want land, they will put a house upon it and cultivate it.
428. But poor people cannot do all that you refer to ? That is how they get a living. ^
429. Is the man wno owns tho 800 sheep the only one in tho district who has got such sheep? No.
430. More than a sheep to the acre is the general thing in that district ? No. The man to whom I was 
referring has a river frontage. My exporieiico is that sheep in small lots get quiet, and do not run about
and lose their condition. „ , , , i , i i
431. Is it the feeling of tho people in this district and round about Ilillston that all the land should bo
thrown open ? Tho majority of tho peo2)lo whom I meet aro in favour of no renewal of the leases until 
the public get the tirst cut at tho laud. _
432. I agree with you that tho public should have tho land, but do you not think that the pastoralists 
will get their share along with the others ? If you pass workable and liberal Land Acta and construct a 
railway, you will have any number of prosperous and successful people in the back country. I know 
people who have used tho plough thcro most successfully, small as is the price of wheat.
433. If tho country is as vou have described it, and will carry 800 sheep to 610 acres, could they not all 
live by fattening sheep ? The river frontages arc so good that a small area of such laml is sufficient for a 
man, but back in tho timbered country it takes three or four and perhaps even ten acres to carry a sheej).
That land could be profitably cultivated. . . , • -n
434. Would you compel a man to take up land such as that and cultivate it? Yes ; because it will grow 
better wheat with less rainfall than the land nearer the river. Further away tbe land is sandy and loamy.
435. It must be wretchedly poor land if it takes five acres to feed a sheep ? AVell, the resumed area of 
the Cowl Cowl run, which they reckoned to carry a sheep to ten acres was abandoned, but now a man h^ 
selected there and cleared the land, ami has got'a crop of thirty-two bushels of wheat to the acre. Tbia 
year he got a good crop of wheat and twenty-four bushels of oats to the acre. That land is not suitable 
for stock but it is suitable for cultivation, and there are hundreils of thousands of acres of such land
about Ilillston.
436. Is it open? Yes. , . j tv
437. Then why is it not taken up? Because there is no railway by which to send away produce. 1 have
hoard men say, ns iMr. Penreo has told you, that they would be satisfied with 2a. 6d. a bushel. 1 was there 
before any wheat was grown in the district, and 1 know that the IS8S crop has bwn the only one to 
completely fail. AVheat this vear has brought from 2s. 3d. to 2s. 5d. at the Hour mill in Hillston, and at 
Carrathool they get 2s. 7d. for it delivered at the railway station, or at least that iswhat IIiaTe been told.
438 You say that it is really good wheat-growiug land, ami that if the railway is made, bundrofis of 
thousands of acres will bo put under wheat ? I consider that where there is one acre now, there would
be ten if tho railway were made. „ , ,. • t v i i  439 How many acres are there under cultivation now? They are all taking m fresh land every year.
One man who oullivatt'd about SOO acres last year is putting in 1,500 acres this year.
410. Can you tell us what area is under cultivation now ? About 12,000 acres this year.
411. Then there would be about 120.000 acres under cultivation if the railway were made f ics.
442 This land would be held bv snmller men? Yes ; iu blocks of from l,40lj to l.,.jbO acres chiefly.
413. Is anything else likely to bo grown ;-hmv does Kirley grow there.-' Barley will grow, but it hw 
not been cultivated there. < )at.s were put in for the first tunc last year, but that was a ^
year, and 1 am certain that land which would give thirty-liye bushels of wheat last year would
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My. forty bushels in a good year. Potatoes and Miii.ins grow there, and T think the onions on tho Lachlan nro 
J. Q. OwTolI. finest in the Colony*. Fmit, too, does remarkably well; and the grapes and peaches are equal to any-

They area month earlier than the Albury fruit. ... . . , <• •
13April, 1894^I Ig there ftnv wine-makinjt there? No. There is land ou the Laehlan winch is suited for vine

growing and for all sorts of fruit. _
•445. Except apples and cherries P Apples grow well at Booligal, and cherries grow well at Ilillston, and
I think the peaches are eqiial to anything in Australia. -n i- i
446. But you do not get cherries and pcachos together ? I have seen good apples to come from Booligal { 
but the peaches are equal to anything I have tasted in the best shops m Sydney. Tho country there is 
capable of producing anything, and is free from disease. There is no disease among tho sheep, cattlo, or 
horsos. Now and then there is a littlo complaint about a horse, but w© have neither fluke nor pleura.
447. CAoimoa.] Mr. Pearce expressed the opinion that the railway would be serriceablo for the removal 
of stock in times of drought, is that your opinion ? Yes; the stock routes are completely eaten away; 
they are let and sub-let, aud it is really impossible in tho summer months to get stock to market. I know 
men in the back counlry who, if they move their fat stock, can only got them to market os stores. If there 
were a railway, however, they could send them to other places where there was gross, or take them direct 
to market, and get full ralue for thorn.
448. Mr Won'] Do you not think it would have materially assisted you if you could have submitted an 
estimate of the probable inward and outward tonnage on the proposed Hne ? Certainly ; hut I did not 
get sufficient notice, and I have boon travelling night and day to meet tho Committee. Ilad we got more 
notice, instead of there being two witnesses from Hillston, there would haTO been ton.
449. But in making prerious representations do you not ibink that that would have assisted you? The 
Department hare got it all in print. Mr. Gilliat was down there and helped in the inq^uiry.
450. Have any recommendations been mado in connection with the deputations which nave waited on the 
Minister as to the produce of the district ? I think so; but I would not be quite sure. We have been 
working hard in connection with the matter for some time.
451. Have you any statistics at your disposal which you could forward to tho Central Committee, in 
Sydney, giring an approximate estimate ot the probable tonnage which would be carried by the proposed 
line P Yes, we eould give that information.

Mr. John Brett, selector, Molonglo, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. J.^ Brett. Chairman:] How many miles are you from Wyalong ? About 30.
18Aprill^4. what direction ? Towards Ca^ellico.

454. Near the route of the proposed railway ? Not far off the direct line.
455. How many acres do you farm P I have a family selection—three selections.
456. How many aerra have you altogether ? A littlo over 7,000 acres.
457. How many acres have you under cultivation ? I only grow enough for my own use.
458. How much is that ? 1 have about 10 acres under cultivation.
459. How do you use the rest of the land ? For grazing purposes ; but there is very little grass on it 
until it has been improved.
460. How many sheep have you ? About 4,000.
461. Where do you send your wool ? To Sydney.
462. what railway ? From Temora.
463. what do you pay for carriage ? It is pretty eipensiye to Temora.
464. Can you say how much a bale ? It used to cost £6 a ton to Coolamuu j but wo got it taken
to Temora for about £4 a ton. '
465. How many balw do yon send away ? Sixty or seventy.
466. That would be 10 or 11 tons ? Yes.
467. You would be served by anextension of the Kne via Wyalong to Cargellico ? It would be almost 
immaterial to me which line was made. I consider that this is the very cream of the country.
468. How long have you resided on your selection ? About four years.
469. Why hare you not put more land under cultivation ? Because the produce would not pay for carting 
away.
470. Did you hear Mr. Pearce’s evidence ? Yes.
471. It would not pay you to grow wheat ? No. I should never have selected, but for the expectation 
of a national line some day.
472. What is the character of your laud ? Magnificent country. It wants improving; but it is alllime
stone country.
473. In what way does it want improring—by manuring ? By clearing. Tho land itself is good. It 
eould not be better land.
474. Lj the rainfall sufficient ? The rainfall is quite sufficient, but for an exceptional year. Tho country 
does not require so much rain as poorer country.
475. Is there much settlement round you ? Yes; there is a large amount of settlement.
476. Is the land held in large areas like yours? Tes; it is principally held in large selections, because 
small selections would not do much good there.
477. Is there much land under cultivation ? Not much. It is only cultivated for tho use of the selectors.
478. You are nearly all sheep farmers out there ? Yes; we combine that with a little agriculture.
479. But the extension of the railway will enable you to put the land you are now using for grazing 
under cultivation? Tes, most of that country will be put under agriculture.
480. It could be profitably used for a^culture if you had better railway facilities ? Yes.
481. Mr. Dawton.] Y'ou came from Victoria ? Yes.
482. From what part? From Warruambool.
483. That is particularly good country ? Yes.
484. Then, I take it, you know what you are talking about? Yos ; I went all round Now South Wales 
iH-fore 1 settled down, I have been in New England and at Tamworth.
485. You know Taiqwortli ? Yes.
486. Is your land as good as that on the Peel River ? Fully as good.
487. And you say that the line proposed by the Government goes through the cream of that country? I 
hare not the slightest doubt of it.
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4S8. A good deal of land would be taken up there if the road waa good ? It would bo erentually taken 
Ti]> if there wore a railway.
4W>. Tou want a market for your produce ? Yea. 18April,lfiM.
4!)0. Jf the railway ia taken from Wyalong to Cargellico and then on to HiUaton, the land through which 
it paaaeB will be used for agriculture iuatt’ad of having tiheop runniDg over it lo the end of time ? It will 
all he taken up. There are 75,000 acres iu a gold reaervo there, which are aa good as anything between 
hero and Sydney.
4f)l. Aa a practical man you have no hesitation in making that statement ? Not the slighteet,
41>U. If this land is settled upon and taken up in small areas the settlers will be able to run sheep upon 
it as well as use it for agriculture? It will, when imjiro^ed, carry a sheep to the acre.
40:i. And no doubt people will got store sheep and fatten them after the crops arc off? Yes. The land 
is BO far from market that agriculture and pastoral nursiiits will bo combined.
494. The climate is something like that of Tamwortli ? Yes.
40.'. “Would lucerne grow there ? Yos,
49t1. If you could get lucerne to grow,you could raise live times as much stock as you raise now? Yes.
497. If tho railway were taken through your property, would you be prepared to pay a fair amount to tho 
State for its construction P Certainly, I would be in favour of paying a fair amount.
495. You think it fair that if a mnnS land is benefitofl by the State ho should pay part of the benefit 
back to the State? Ce'tainly, lucauce ho mips the benefit indirectly.
490. Mr. Wall.^ You nay about 2a. a bushel to send wheat to Temora? About that.
5(X). Tho agricultural development of that country would be impossible without a railway ? Yes. A 
great many people have gone there with the expectation of getting a national line some day.
501. If tho railway were constructed, would you bring a largo area of land under cultivation? Certainly, 
because it would pay hotter.
502. Do you think the other settlers in the vicinity would follow your example? Yes. There area great 
many cultivating there now. Mr. Smith has 400 or 500 acres.
603. Mr. DawKon."\ I suppose you are aware that in England wheat has not been so cheap for two 
centuries as it is to-day, owing to the good seasoDs which they have bad all over the world. What is tho 
lowest price at which you could profitably produce wheat, if the railway came within 3 or 4 miles of your 
land, allowing for labour, use of teams, cost of seed, and so on ? Not much less than 2s. 6d. a bushel.
504. That is delivered at the station ? Yes.
505. Chairman.'] Is Mr. Lowenthal your neighbour? Yos, hie property adjoins mine.
506. Is he a selector ? Yes, a selector and manager.
607. How many acres has he under his control and man^ement ? About 30,000 acres.
508. How many sheep does his land carry ? He owns something like 30,000 sheep.
509. Has ho any land under cultivation P Yes ; he grows artificial grasses principally. •
610. How many acres has he under artificial grasses ? About 20 acres.
611. Do you know where he sends his wool? By teams to Temora, aud then on to Sydney.
612. Do you wish to add anything to your evidence ? No further than that it is a magnificient little estate 
ho has got there. It is reckoned a small estate in that part of tbe countrj’.
613. Is it a freehold ? A great portion of it is; but part of it is Crown land.
614. How much is freehold ? About 5,000 acres.
616. And the rest is held under lease ? Yes.
516. Will the lease expire in 1895? I think so.
617. Do you wish to say anything as to the character of the land ? It is very good land.
518. Is it all suitable for the production of wheat ? Not all. A great portion of it is boree country, which 
is first-class grazing land. .
619. But not BO suitable for agriculture ? But not so suitable for agriculture.
520. Unless the railway were extended beyond Wyalong could agriculture bo profitably undertaken ? A 
great many small holders would go in for agriculture if the railway came to Wyalong, because it would 
then be within 30 or 40 miles of a great many of them.
621. Tou think they would bring more land under cultivation then? Considerably more land would bo 
brought under cultivation, even if the railway came only to Wyalong.
522. But to serve you and your neighbours the line would have to be taken past Wyalong? Well, if it 
came to Wyalong it would make a difference of £2 a ton in regard to our wool.
523. Do you know anything about Cargellico ? Yes.
624. Did you hear the evidence which has been given in regard to the character of the settlement, and the 
nature of the soil there? I heard Mr. Pearce’s evidence ; but I do not think any Government would be 
justified in running a line direct to Hillston.
625. Do you know the country between Wyalong and Hillston in a direct line ? Yes.
626. Do you think it is as good for railway construction as the country along the proposed route ? I think 
the proposed line runs through the cream of the country.
527. Mr. Wall] Can you give the Committee any idea of the cost of clearing boree and yarran country ?
The cost of clearing boree country would be very little.
628. About how much an acre? I think you would get that country grubbed for lOs. an acre.
629. Are there any blocks of country along that lino where 20,000 acres could be selected suitable for 
village settlements ? Only in tbe vicinity of tho lake, which will become a great district for creameries if 
the railway goes there. I think it will be one of the greatest cream districts in the Colony.
630. Do you think that if the railway were constructed a 20,000 acre block could be obtained ? The only 
drawback would be the water supply ; but there could be no better land.
631. Is there that quantity of land available ? There are hundreds of thousands of acres available where 
the line runs. There are 75,000 acres on the gold reserve alone, from what they call Four Corners to
Lake Cargellico. i i « t-
632. Chairman.] Do you know the country in the elbow formed by tbo line near the lake? Tes.
633. There is a large basin there supplied with water from tho lake, which is estimated to contain from 
20,000 to 80,000 acres ? There is fully that.
634. Have you over seen it dry? I have seen it pretty well dry.
636. What kind of land is there there ? It is very good land—splendid country.

630.
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Mr. J. Bwtt. 536. ’Would that land ho suitable for agricultureif a dam wore put across the lake, it would bo dry in
a couple of years ? Yes. ^

18 April, 1894. 537 Would that land bc suitable for agriculture ? Tes, it is black sou. t< -i
538. Could it bo irrigated from the lake by means of a pipe passed through the embankment r*
539. Would it be possible to have a village settlement under those conditions? ics; that is just the 
place for one.
5U). "With complete irrigation ? Yes.

SATURDAT, U APRIL, lS9h.
[TAe Srclional Committee met fit Jacob and Ca.'» Store, JJ i/alonj, Main Camp, at 10 fl.ni.]

Drfoent:—

Tue IIon. FREDEKICIC THOMAS lirMrUERY (Ciiathman).
Hexbt Dawson, Esq. 1 Wiiliam Chanuos Wall, Esq.

Tho Sectional Committee further considered the proposed Railway from Temora to "W yalong.

Mr. Thomas Pearce, solicitor, Hillston, sworn, and further examined :—
Mr.T.Pearce, oil. CAffirMifffl.] Y'ou desire to correct a portion of the evidence you gave yesterday ? I desire to say 

A with rojjard to my evidence as to tlio price of wheat, that there ia a local market at Hillaton, and when 1 
14Apnl,I89i. mentioned 2s. 6d. a bushel, I meant that tho f.arniors would bo satisQed with that priee either at Hillston

or at Carrathool.
.">i2. That is the local price ? Within a certain radius for c.arryiog. _
5i3. It is the ruling price ? This year it was alnmt the ruling price. Tho price varied from 3s. 6d. to 
2s. 5d. at Ilillston itself.
5li. Is there anything you wish to add to your evidence P No; I do not think so.

Mr. Eoliert Edward Moore, farmer. Youngie Plains, sworn, and examined
Mr. 545. Chairman.'] tYhere is your place located ? About 14 miles from the surveyed township of'Wyalong. 

ILE.Moore. 540. How far will vou be from the railway as shown on the plan? I should think "Wyalong would bo
the nearest station to mo.

14 April,1894.-5^7 Would Wvalong be as near as tbe 3t0 mile post ? That might l>e within 10 miles of me.
548. You would be served by the railway if it came to Wyalong ? A"es; I should bo quite satisfied with
a railway within 20 miles. •
549. What is the area of your holding ? 2,5G0 acres.
550. How do you use it ? For agricultural and pastoral purposes.
551. How much land have you under cultivation ? Over 20U acres this year.
552. In wheat ? "Wheat aud oats.
553. How many sheep do you graze ? About 2,500.
554. Did you grt)w wheat last year ? Y’es.
555. How many bushels did you get to the acre? Laat year it averaged about 20 bushels to tho acre.
550. How many acres had you under cultivation last year? 120 acres. I have grown wheat for tho 
laat four years.
557. Where do you send it ? I sent part of it this year to Sydney.
568. To what station on the railway ? To Temora.
559. How far are you from Temora ? About 52 miles.
560. Whatisthccostofcarriago? About 2s. Cd. a bag. I 8oldoneloadoffixly-fourb.'ig8atTemoraat2s. 9d. 
a bushel. The Sydney wheat is not sold. They store it.
561. Has the construction of tho railway to Temora led to a largo increase in tho area under wheat ? 
There can be no doubt about it. If there were a railway to Wyaloug I should have at least 500 
acres under cultivation.
562. Did you sell your wheat last year ? Yes; principally for local consumption at 3s. a bushel.
5&J. You did not send any to Sydney ? No; this is the first year that I have sent any to Sydney.
564. Did you send your wheat in the direction of Cargellico ? No ; I sent it all to Temora. Temora is 
the nearest railway station.
565. Mr. Wall.] How much did you send to Sydney this year ? About 104 bags.
566. Nearly 500 bushels ? Tes.
567. Are there many other farmers growing wheat in this vicinity? Tes.
568. What was the total tonnage forwarded by you last year to Sydney in the shape of wool and wheat ? 
I^ast Tear I forwarded 104 bags of wheat and about 5 tons of woof.
569. What number of selectors within 20 miles of Wyalong in each direction would be served by tbe 
proposed line ? There would be a vast number of selectors served by the line shown on the plan. That 
line taps some very good country.
670. la there much land available for settlement? Very little now; but when the leaseholds are resumed 
there will be a lot of agricultural land available.
671. Suppose they are not resumed ? The restof the land is nearly all taken up.
572. Can you give us an idea of the number of conditional purchasers who would be served by a Hne from 
M yalong to Cargellico ? No ? I have not had time to get tho information.
5/ 3. You say that the construction of a railwav would induce you to put a larger area under cultivation ? 
Yea ; and all my neighbours would go in for agriculture.
574. Would it pay them to forward wheat to Sydney at 2s. Gd. a bushel? It would not pay at the 
present price.

majority of the selections between Wyalong and Cargellico been taken up in the interests 
of those who made them ? That is a question I am not prepared to answer.

576.
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570. Tou oftnnot oxprena an opinion upon it? Most of the wlectors in my immetiiate neighbourhood, 
thatis on Hiawatha, Lako Cowal, and no on, are men. , '
577. But is there not a current rumour that a largo quantity of land iu that district is l>eing alienated in
tho intorcstR of paatoraliata ? That qiication 1 mn not prepared to answer. . ’ *
578. lias there been any great demand ou the part of people requiring land for settlement that tho leases 
shall be thrown open? Yes; I have had several inquiries from Victoria within (he last three months 
from bondjttle men who would use tho land for agricultural purposes, asking when tho leases would bo
thrown open. i • . i c « i
570. Have you been agitating for a railway for any length of time ? T only relected on the 3rd of April,
1890. We have been agitating for a railway during the last two years. _
580. Has there been a general effort on the part of the settlerH to induce tho G-ovemment to take a Hne 
through this country V Yea, thcro is a general fccliug in favour of it.
581. Have you never taken the trouble to prepare statiaties showing what the probable traffic on the lino 
would bo ? I do not know if our league haa done so, but the league at Barmedman took that trouble some
time ago. , _ i • j *
682. And how have the local farmers endeavoured to make their voices heard ;—have they made representa*
tions to tho Minister ? There w'as a deputation at Cootamundra upon the occasion of the opening
of the Temora railway; I was present upon that occasion. That was the last deputation from this
district so far aa I am aware.
583. Ho you know of the character of the country through which the proposed lino would pass ? les, 
for most of the way.
684. For how far along the line? Aa far as Lake Cargellico. _
585. la iho land generally good ? The Hue marked on the plan could not go in a better direction to open
up agricultural land. _ j v i
580. I)o you think it goes through land which would yield 15 bushels to the aero ? I do, honestly.
587. I suppose you aro aware that this railway has been proposed subject to the application of tho
betterment principal:’ Ves. c . v ^ -v-
588. Would you, as a landholder, be prepared to contribute towards the cost of the hue.'’ les, very
frooly, because it would enhance tho value of my property and give me access to m.arket. At present we 
canuot afford to grow wheat, and send it to Sydney for the price given. , . i- o
589 Is that the general feeling of the farmers who would be sorved by tho construction of the hne.
Yes.

Mr. Miles Nicholson Carter, manager of the Billabong bolding, sworn, and examined
500. Chairman.-] Who are the owners of your station ? Itir. Henry RIcketaon is the holder. v'carter,
591. How long have you been in tho district? Twenty-three yeare. * '
592. liavo you been managing during the whole of that time.*’ VcH. • «i, 14ApriL1894,
593. Mr. Daicton.'] What is the extent of your ruu? One hundred thousand acres, counting m tho P ^
resumed area as well as the leasehold area.

Is there any freehold? Yo8> about 18,000 acres of freehold.
595. What leasehold is there? About 35,000 acres.
596. And tho balance ia what? The balance forms part of tho resumed area.
507. Thatis about 50,000 acres ? Yes ; iho resumed area is 4G.0()0 acres. , . . w c
598. Is your country pastoral or is it agricultural ? The land adjoining this township w altogether ot an 
agricultural character, while on the Bland it is pastoral country. The two distr.cts are quite distinct m 
character—that round here is agricultural land, while the other is sa^t bush and myall plain.
599, But both of their class are good ? Yes. , ,. . j j? » u o
COO. The Bland country is very good for pastoral pursuits, and this is good for agriculture. les.
601. Do you go in for agriculture ? No, except to grow hay for our own use.
002. IIow many sheep do vou run ? From 50,000 to 70,000. i ^ v i? xi *.
603. Where do you aend your wool ? To Sydney. Last year we sent to Temom ; but before tliat we

G04. If the railway were brought to Wyalong, to which station would you send ? We should be withm

605. And all your wool would come here ? Yes; all our busmesa would be done here.
606. If tho r.aihvay wore brought to W^valoug, would you part withanv of your la^ ? ^ J
conditions. We have here about 10,000 acres in the resumed area and about -6,^ acres in the Iwsehold 
area-all splendid agricultural country. Our Land, however, has been very much cut "'ff ”*
and our taiks have beou used by them. Throe or four of our tanks liavo been wsu^ed J/
meat, aud I would suggost-thougb 1 have no authority from Mr. Ricketson for this o^r that
for full compensation for our improvements ami lease we should throw up our lease for the benefit of

w ‘do“ you ullu “’tSow up the uhole o£ you,- lea»e ? Tl.c 2ti.000 acre, of leasehoW, and the re.un,ed 
ari, ieoel^tag compensation for improvement, and lease. WhUo I suggest that tha country should be

thrown open for aeleetion, I have no authority for making „ 9 if
608. These 26,000 acres, if thrown open to the public, would be Bcttled upon . At ome.

“0 T™ uot'‘.uggert to Mr. Kirketson that ho should get any of it back ? The station woMd not
fake an aerTof it back.® Wo have had several such blocks as that of wh.ch I am jw TjkX’r was T

have asked that they might bo thrown open for selection m exc , jt Edwards that they
highly thought of by the Dintrict Surveyor and tho Chairman of our Land Board, Sir. hdwards, that iney
fell in with the suggestion, and highly recommended that it should be cairR‘d out. ^
611. You would coucoiitrate your holding by thrown^ open this .'‘A
G12. But it is a matter of arrangement between Mr. Kicketson and i « from it ^ Not
(513. Suppose the land were takmi up. what would be the average ewp per acre obtauicd from it. iNot 
beluga farming man I ahould not like lo give nu opinion on the subject.

283 (ff)~C ■
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depend upon
6i7!%horedo you send your surplus fat stock-to Uomebush or to Melbourne? To Homebush.

that the country to which I have referred would be aeloeted within a month if the construction ot a

W0"tLrm “;T4 would this country carry, if ‘*rroSeo*t frSm \Yl ^So'totfolJj
increased ? It would depend upon the season, but it w..uld make a difference of from 10,000 to iZ.UUU

sheep.
els: ;;;rion is worked with Haratta, aud we send our store

^Ifh^^D^thln^they go to Melbourne ? Tes; and any fat stock wo hare we semi to 
620. How many stbre cattle have you P Eight hundred or OOO at present. As a rule we do not have

G2L ll^w many store sheep do you send away from hero ? Something railwav were
622. The railway will make no difference to them ? I have no doubt whatever that f 
made we could send our sheep to Sydney, fat, quite as well as Mr. Kicketson would send them from

Baratta.

62*? iVupiw^w if a railway were constructed it would make tins estate much more valuable P Tos^
625. Do you think Mr. Sicketson would object to pay a proportion of the cost of f® ^
betterment tax, the tax extending over a period of about seventy years ? I could not tell you. J do not
know what Mr. Ricketson’s opimon on tho subject is.
626. ■\Vhat oUe does the district produce ? 1 think that if a railway were mado a great many things
would be grown here that are not grown now. ,, _̂_ v... ~cv4-
6*’7 I noticed a lot of very fair ironbark timber round here yesterdaycould railway sleepers bo got
from them in auy quantity? There is a great deal of ironbark all round here, aud there is very
good pine. . , , „ ,
628. Hut pine is not good for sleepers ? No; but it is good for other purposes.
629. is the ironbark close to the proposed line ? Well, it is a few miles off here.
630. Do you know anything of tho country lietween "Wyalong and Lako Cargellico ? No ; I only kno
it as far as Hiawatha.
631. What is that country like? It is similar to this. , . . ,-i i. t * ii
632. Is it good land ? It is our resumed area, and you can imagine what it is like, when 1 tell you that
the whole of it has been selected, with the exception of 10,000 acres.
633. By fcosd men ? Tee. , ^ iotut-
634. I suppose you can tell us belter than auyone else whether they are bond fide men or not r i believe
thev are all bond fide men. Aa regards this station, there are none but what are bona fide.
635' You heard Mr. Moore say that all bis neighbours would increase tho area they had under cultivaliou 
if the proposed railway were mado ? Yes. I know Mr. Moore’s land very well mdeed, ha^^ng had 
of the same country for years, and I believe it to be excellent agricultural land. I believe there would be
a very large agricultural population there. . i, v .. -i.
(SO. Do you know anything about the growing of barley ? No; I do not know anything at all about iL
637. If the land were’used for agriculture, 1 suppose a great many more sheep could be fattened by tho 
farmers and sent away ? Yes ; bewiuse the areas would be smaller.
638. Can you give us anv idea of the tounago you get inwards for station purposos? r or station purposes 
alone, not including wire netting or anything like that, we get something like 25 tons a year, and with
fencing material we have had as much as 50 Ions a year. i i o i
639. If the railway were made, would you get other commodities up, such as rock-salt? les; and 
suppose the Government were to favour my suggestion, we would have to improve our place very much
bv cutting it up into smaller areas. ,
640. Mr. VraU.] Do you think that if the Government were to adopt your suggestion, a large amount ot 
land would be cultivated in the vicinity of Wyalong ? I feel certain that it would bo takeu up at onc^
641. Are vou aware that tbe Government have issued a proelatnation reserving 50,000 acres in tho 
vicinity of Wyalong for mining puiqioses ? Not on our leasehold.
642. Y'ou know the proclamation ? Yes, I saw it. . ■ i • i.
643. Is the land referred to in it of an auriferous character, and likely to bo required in the interests
of mining? I could not tell you.
644. I suppose you are aware that it would not be required for agricultural purposes ? The 10,000 acres
is the only portion that has been resumed. The 20,000 acres has not been resumed. _
645. It is the intention of the Department to resume the land within a mile on each side of the line, and 
to dispose of it in special areas at an increased price;—do you think tho construction of tho line will enable 
the Department to get an increased price for land so reserved ? Y'es, I think so.
646. Is there auy great quantity of vacant laud between Wyalong and Lake Cargellico adjacent to the 
proposed line? I do not know any of the country between Hiawatha and Lake Cargellico.
647. Is there much land available for settlement close to tbe proposed lino between Wyalong and 
Hiawatha ? It has nearly all been selected.
648. Do you think the railway would fairly serve the pastoral country between Coweu Downs and Car
gellico, and Cargellico and Hay? It would be of immense benefit in time of drought, because stock 
could then be moved from the dry country towards the mountains.
049. Do you think the pastoral interest would be fairly well served if the country were intersected by a 
line going nearly midway between the Cobar line and the Hay line ? I think that such a line would be of 
untold benefit to the sheep farmers in the district, especially in dry seasons.
650. And is it your opinion that tho more central that line was, the better the pastoralists would bo served 
by it ? 1 imagine that would be so. 65L
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knowletlgo of tho approximate Dumber of sbeep depaeture<l within 30 or 40 milca of ,, M/
the lino an far an Cargellico? No ; I have not. M.N. Carter.
052. 1« it customary for pasturaliHin here to shift a large part of their stock in times of drought ? Tes ;
or else the stock would die. b > i4Apnl,1894.
053. Do you think fhc' railway would be used for that purpose ? I feel certain of it. In times of drimght 
wo have had to shift nearly all our sheep to another place owiic'l by ^Ir. Kieketson.
05i. Chnirman.'] At what do you yaluo your freehold at tho present time per acre? Really I do not 
know. Wo gave from .Cl to 25«. an aero for it, and we have improved it very largely, so that it is of great 
yaluo now. We have only three miles of permanent water, and as we run 40 miles back, wc hare had to 
conaerye water all over tho place. The land would have been totally useless otherwise.
055. Could you put a price upon tho land in the vicinity of Wyalong? We have no freehold in the 
vicinity of Wyalong ; it is all leasehold.
056. flow far away is your freehold land? Nine or ten miles from here.
057. Would it bo served by the railway ? It would be all served by the railway.
068. 1 want to know what the increased value of your land would bo if the railway were constructed ?
It would not increaso the price so much.
050. Would it increase tho value of the land £1 an acre ? No, it would not make any difference to the 
carrying capacity of the land ; though of course it would benefit us to have nearer railway communication.
000. You would save in the cost of carriage? Wo should save about 30 miles of carriage. Our • 
nearest station now is cither Forbes or Temora.
GGl. Have you in past seasons been obliged to send many stock from here to the mountain district ? Tes.
G62. Is that in the direction of Oundagai ? You pass through Gundagai to get to it.
6G3. Do you uso the railway to Gundagai ? We nave not had to send stock away since that railway has 
been opened.
0G4. You have had good seasons since then? Fair seasons. It would scarcely be worth our while to 
truck sheep over the 30 miles from Cootamundra to Gundagai.
665. But from hero ? That would make a considerable difference.
6G6. Would it be worth your while to use tho railway from hero for that purpose ? It would.
667. And would the railway bo equally serviceable to stockowners in the neignbourhood of IIHlston ? It 
would.
6G8. Do you know the locality proposed as a site for a tank on No. 12 ? Tes; I have a tank there now. •
6(50. I believe it is the intention of the Government to resume that land ? So the surveyor told me.
070. Do you know the area which it is intended to resume ? We have a purchas^ block there of 
225 acres.
671. Do you think the whole of that will he resumed ? Mr. Wade told me so the other day, together 
with another tank to the east.
672, Will it be a suitable site for a tank ? Tes; if the catchment area is sufficient.
G73. What is the catchment area ? It must be 3CK) acres.
674. What do you think sliould be the capacity of a tank that would servo the town ? It would all 
depend upon the number of tho inliabitauts.
675. I think it is proposed to have a tank of 10,(XK) yards capacity? I scarcely think thatwouldbe sufficient.
This is a very dry part of the country, our rainfall being, I suppose, from 15 to 20 inches in the year.
076. Can you say what quantity of water could be conserved by moans of a 10,000 yards tank ? I really 
do not know. Mr. Wade said that the Government would resume a tank of ours about a mile and a half 
or two miles to tho east of this one. Tho tank has a capacity of 13,0CK) yards, and I should not think it
at all too big. _ .
677. Is the evaporation here very great in summer time ? Yes; and the earth which is excavated should 
be built up to a great height around the tank.
678. Have you had great experience in making tanks? Tes,
679. Can you offer any suggestion as to the best shape and mode of construction ? I have a great objec
tion to square tanks, because the smaller the surface is the better. Oblong tanka are the best, and yon 
cannot have them too deep.
680. Would it be possible to construct a tank of that description and obtain the benefit of the whole 
drainage area? Yes, and the tank which is there now could be used as a silt tank.
681. What are tho dimensions of the existing tank ? About 2,600 yards.
682. What is its shape? It is nearly square.
G83. You propose to lengthen the tank ? I would not use that lank for the purpose of supplying the 
township. I should uso it to catch the silt.
G84. You would make it a filter ? Yes; that is what I do with all my tank.**. The water would settle in 
the first tank before running into tlie big tank. I have always found* these small tanka very beneficial.
085. You mentioned that there had been a eonsiderablc amount of selection near to von. Has the land 
been taken up in largo or in small areas ? That is on the resumed area. The full quantity has been
taken up. ,
G86. Two thousand five hundred and sixty acres ? Yes. I think there are only two or three who have
not taken the full quantity. .
687. Can you say whether they are using the land for pastoral purposes only, or for agriculture, com
bined with pastoral pursuits ? They have not been there long enough yet to clear the land for cultivation.
688. How long have they been there ? I do not think it is more than four or five years since the first 
selection was taken up there.
089. It is since the Temora railway was recommended ? That is just about the time.
C90. Of course,you know tho site selected for the new township ? Tes. ... ...
(591. Are you ot opinion that it is tho most suitable site forthe purpose ? Yes: I think it is very suitable.
092! Do you know of any better site nearer to the Maiu Camp ? No ; I do not. ^
G93. Do you know tho difference in elevation between here and the Main Camp ? No, I do not; but I 
do not think it would be much. I should say it would be from 15 to 20 feet. . . .
(594. Have you travelled the road between here and Temora ? I have gone onco or twice from Barinedman
to Temora, but never from this township to Barmcdmnn.
G05 What road do you use ? A road which goes from Marsden; the stock route to Barmedman.
' ■ •’ 696.
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M t. ^ Tcmom? -\Ve go through BarmMman,
^3- p, let your8toro« by the 8«me ro*<i? Il.thcrto jfw.^ opcBed.

U Apr,l,18M. . i,„. to '"f h^Son »Ul«.er in sajing that
existing, which would pay interest and workmg expenses ? 1 ha>o no iieeiwuun ^

Trail.} Bo JOU know if the :.llw.y to Temora i. 'imjing 0Mm...e. f I do not, but I -bould

™o.1fo j “bh;k thr« would ba bolter ,.r>»peot. of tbo railway paying if it wore oa.endod to Wyalong ?

Tes; nrospects would bo still better if it were taken furt . flio last ten or twelve years?
701. lias there not been a fall in tho value of pastoi-al property during the last ten or i y
Pastoral properties now are nearly unsaleable, and so la , ,, ..olonies ? Tes.
702. Cfiairmnn.] I suppose this deprcssiou has been common through a

Mr. William McFadyoain builder and farmer, Cargellico, sworn, and examined :-

703. Mr. Wall.] How long have you been at Cargellieo ? it „ot; its prngreaa of
McFadycan, H«g tbo growth of that place been rapid dunng the last two years i- w>o, iiiiasn , f »

Ktr of buildings in Cargellico, approximately ? There are three or four stores and 

three hotels. I suppose the population i« about 5<^
f;’fcimud!TattlrnT^n^^^^^^ C.rgeflioof Them bn, no! been a geeat deal

»theirmS W^arSfor eeUlemen. theeeP ,Ve.v m.l^= of flm — ■'-"J^nfey,

709. M’hat justi6eatiou is there n asking for an

■ £€iSS!SS=:;:

m fTu‘’;;l;ou\“i:‘.'lmUlm Mount Hope mine, are now praetioally closed ,lown, and have been for 

BoiDe yoarB ? They ftre open again.

Ill Do'^yorkul°°h?it'the tribulor, ha, been during the last few years ? I cannot say 

Tit You” reTot aware that the balance-sheet showed a very serious loss on last year's operations ? I 

no Tlunpo'se vo^ale not aware that the nunos would have been elosed allogolber had it ““t'"f 
ra^m' rroZi^teV^UhVe'^rnSrTst^U pS“Cit “ .™il‘gomU^cXral country

line would bring about a large agricultural settlc-
?l“‘LvVyouTuy^taTtre'Urt"f“po^^^^^^^^^ ‘™»i“at ™esent there is no market

*i9"^t is the cost of cultivation per acre? It all depends upon how the land
areas which the farmers are now cultivating are worked at twice as much as it would cost to work oOO

m^WhTis the cost of clearing tlmt land? From £l tn £2 an acre ; it all depends on the timber 

it721.*'l\uppose the soil is fairly light; they could use double-furrow ploughs upon it ?
722 Have Tou any knowledge of the area of land available near the existing railways, and n^rer ^ 
metro^^s 4an Stand of w?ich you are speaking ;-can you give us any reason why W 

taken up ? I do not know much about other land, because I
723. You say that the land in the vicinity of Lake Cargellico would be cultivated ? Tes, all the resumed
7^4 **For*Mstoral pur^i? It is to bo used for pastoral purposes. There is no market for produce. 
72^ Can you give^usLy idea of the return per acre from Aat land when used for pastoral purposes?

72G. If we were told that that land would carry more than a sheep to the acre, aud it is utterly impossible 
to find one of them i>oor enough for killing, is that your experience of it ? No.
727. Do you think that this land could be better used for cultivation than for raising stock f i am 

o£ it728^ And has there been any strong desire to have the leases in that part of the country thrown open for 
settlement? There has been a unanimous desire of late.
729. Almost an agitation ? Tes. , is l r
730. Tou do not think that the throwing open of the leases would hrmg about the defeat of settlement r

Sn you say whether, as a rule, the land will carry more when held in small areas than when held
in pastorel lease ? Yes; it seems to carry about four times as much. i
73^ And you think that not only would the population be greatly increased if the pastoral leaseboids
were thrown open, but tliat the carrying capacity of the land would be quadrupled ? 1 am sure tnat
it would. ______ ***
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Mr. Edward Townsend, station overseer, Lake Cargellico, sworn, and examined
7:13, Chairman.'] Who is the owner of your station ? Mr. D. Mackcllar.
731. What is its area P It was originally 300,000 acres.
735. How much purchased laud is there P .Something over 20,000 acres.
780. And the rest is leasehold? Leasehold and reaumfed area.
737. You are using it under an occupation license? We are not using the resumed area.
73K. What stock are you carrying? I do not know what they are carrying now. I have left there.
739. But when you were there ? 10,000 sheep.
740. Where was the wool sent ? To Whitton.
741. Jlfr. Bawton.] Does it take 7J acres to keep a sheep? In some cases it does.
742. How far are you from the country where 800 sheep are fattened on 600 at-res? I never heard of 
that country, though I have seen country that would do that for a time. There are odd places within 
100 miles of us that would do it.
743. Would tho grazing and agricultural capabilities of the land be increased to any extent by the con
struction of a railway ? Tes.
744. Do you know a bettor route for the line than that proposed by the railway ? I do not know how 
you coulJ get a better route.
745. You do not know anything about the engineering diiUculties along the route? No.
746. To what extent would tho grazing and agricultural capabilities of tbo district be developed by the 
constiuiction of a railway ? To my knowledge they would do more than doubled.
747. That is, if the land were cut up into small holdings? Even if tho land were left as it is. Half of 
that country will carry a sheep to 3 acres. The country that only carries a sheep to 7| acres will never 
ho occupied.
748. How far is that bad country from the railway ? One comer is about 5 miles south of the line.
749. Is it no good at all ? It is like the country behind here, but tho soil is sandier.
750. Could not that country grow wheat if tho mallee were cut down? Yes; but there is plenty of 
other country which would be taken up first, unless the land were classified.
751. Chairman.] How far is your station from Whitton ? One hundred and ten miles.
752. What do you p.ay for railway carriage from Whitton to Sydney ? I never had anything to do with 
that part of the business. I was simply the sheep overseer.
753. How long were you there ? I was in the district twenty years.
754. Where is the most settlement ? A round Lake Cargellico.
755. Will the proposed line serve most of the selectors ? Most of the selectors are east from Lake 
Cargellico.
756. Along the proposed line ? Yes.
757. How far out from Lake Cargellico are they—in a north-westerly direction ? About 15 or 20 miles.
758. They will all be servetl by the proposed extension ? Yes. Then there are a number of settlers to
the south and south-east. ,
759. At what distance from the proposed line ? The nearest would be only 5 or 6 miles away.
760. And tbo more distant ? Fifteen or 20 miles. There are also a number of selectors about 20 miles 
to tho north of the 380-inile post.
761. They would be served by the proposed line to Cargellico ? Tes. _
762. Do you know the country in a direct lino from Ilillston to Wyalong ? No. _ _
763. Have you any knowledge of any other part of the eoantry, from a p.astoral point of view ? I just
know a few of the stations around. _
764. Do you know anything about the Barwon country ? No.
765. You could not make a comparison between this and any other place in regard to productiveness ?
No ; I know nothing at all about other places. t • * i
766. Do you know anything at all about the Hay country ? I have only pass^l through it. A large 
industry would be opened up by the railway in the sending of pine froin Cai^ellico to Sydney.
767. How could that district compote with Narrabri and Boggabri ? Well, tho Lachlan pine is white-
ant-proof. ^
768. Is any of it sent to Sydney now ? No.
769. Mr. Bawton.] What could it be sent for ? I do not know.

Mr.
E. Towmend. 

l4Apnl,lS94.

Mr. Alexander Gordon Huie, labourer, Cargellico, sworn, and examined
770. Chairman.] How long have you been residing at Lake Car^llico ? About eleven years. Mr.
771. What have you been doing 4ere? I take any work that I can get. I have been working at the

772*^Do you know of aV reason for the construction of the proposed railway is there any prospect of l*April,18M.
its paying interest on the cost of construction? I should say that there would be a very considerable
amount of settlement on both sides of the line if it were constructed. nt,
77:L Is that laud available for settlement uow? Most of it is not. For instance, the leasehold on
Wheyo run will not be available for selection for twelve months. , , , v u * fi.«,
774 Have you had experience of cases where great promise of settlement haa bron held out before the
construction of railway, but where the land still remains a wilderness ? I have bwn along the Hy line 
and I know that there is a large amount of land there which is not used; but I think a ^
that land is locked up in large estates. I think that all the land along the proposed line should be leased

aiiifahlA ATpfla which would b© filliir&nt©6 that it would bo usod. y •e
775. Do you think the character of the country is such that the people would settle upon the land if a
ml^HiwTe^plaM^g^n^ahead much during the last few years ? Not recently. They feel the depression 

here as well as elsewhere. j i_ ^
777 Ta this rccarded as a good district by those who are settled hero1 es. . l
778' Have many of those who have selected here parted with their land ? Yes. of thein ^
with that intention, but others still hold it. These people would go m for farming if they had a nmrkrt.
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Mr.
A. G. Huie. 

UApril,lS94

have ft great

? I could not «ay j but

Thoir only mnrket «t prcont is Mount Ho,»s n l.oro Ikoy -end Tho rest of their protlnce i. consumed

But they grow rorv good h.y and chad in tho riciniiv of 
• ft man who hw bet'll Rending chaff up there as long am T ^ave

780. Thev grow good wheat and chaff there V Ihey grow Bomc, but ,
781. But wherever cultivation baK been tricl it has been fair y ^ thotaRcVuiero
7S2. la there a very large area of land available m that vu-mity ? 1 believe tbo leaacs tl.or

?Ko7:n“:htak it islikcly that it there wo. any great <'™“a%'“lt t"s mtatomTilgu7y:h t 

send to Lake Cargellico, when they could gPtm- it near at hand f It is 85 miies iro g j
rlTBulTthej had tried to grow it clo«.r to Mount Hope, would
fill ? No doubt, if the season bad been good ; but the season ^1 ‘»n .Jr the baIo of produce in that
785. You do not suppose that a very extensive m.irket would be 
district ? Not a very extensive market; but that ih the only 
78«. Have many transfers of selections taken place during tho last year or two

SSSSxsss
S3tfuTSho rd'^teS
?5«“&”eT:ft«et“ not Ml .mail paatoraliat. ? As a rule they put in a small crop,

and they run sheep.
eonstrncted a groat number of them -nld lire on the land ?

Tes I th.nk alrlatmanyseloetion;w-ouldbotakennp if the rniW were
wLd then bo able to get ?heir produce away. With regard to what jir. Townsend said
of pine I may montioS that pine ha.s been taken to -\Vhuton, a distance of 24 and it it pays to sona
it tLre, surety it would pay to send it to Sydney if the proposed line along
704 ^Va8 that pine taken to Whitton for any special purpose? i ^
the line. I should say that the betterment principle should be applied to the proposed railway.

Mr. Edward Thomas Clark, selector and farmer, Hiawatha, sworn, and examined;—

M,. 795. Ciatrmatt.l What is the area of your holding? 2,5C0acres.
E T CUrk 796. When did you take it up ? In 1891. _

' 797. I’or wliat purpose are you using it ? For pastoral and agricultural purposes.
14April, 894. 798. How much have you under cultivation ? About 100 acres this year.

709 Had you anv uinier cultivation last year ? About 40 acres.
7l. maSiTe“renZrr^L-tX 'p^Silway tom Wyalong to Cargellieo ? About 

C miles. , ^ ,
802. Out from the 350-mile post? Tes; about there. i n i w,ri ;,i fhaf fUatrict isS03. Can you speak as to the settlement in that locality? Tes; nearly all tho land in that district is

settled upon. „ ^
804. Is it held in large blocks similar to yours ? Tes ; abo^ the wme. „ii are tminff
805. Are all the selectors following pastoral pursuits, eorabine<l with agriculture ? Nearly all are going
m for agriculture, combined with pastoral pursuits.
SOG. All to the same extent ? Some are going in for agriculture more than othere. that if
H07. Would the whole of that district be served by the proposed extension? .^®''>
the line were bent up from Wyalong so as to go in a more northerly direction, it would serve more
country than it will if bent to the south. . « x a
80S* Do you know if there would be any difficulties in its construction . I am not aware.
809* Are you familiar with the country there ? No ; but 1 thmk the country is level. TTnml^tiir
810. By keeping the line in a southerly direction, it is not necessary to have a bridge

■ while, if you went north, you would require a bridge. "W ith that explanation, do you thmk the beat route
haa been selected? Yes, I think so. , i r t>__ WTM.ig^Ticrr'
811. Would you like to make a statement in reference to the proposed railway femora to Wy^ong^
The district ^tween Wyalong and Woolengough is nearly all settled upon, and the most of the settlers 
there would go in for agriculture, if they could make it profitable. They do so now to a certain extent, 
but if a railway were constructed they would largely increase the area under cultivation. j j i.^
812. You think that land could be profitably used for agriculture if the railway were extended to 
Wyalong ? Tes; providing a fair price could be obtained for wheat.
813. What do you regard as a fair price, in Sydney ? 3s. a bushel in Sydney.
814. You think wheat would pay at that price? Yes. .
815. I suppose you produce other things besides wheat ? Yes, hay. Wo get from 30 cwt, to 2 tons an acre.
816. ifr. ITo^. 1 Did you take up your land yourself? Yes. . o
817. Chairman.] What are you paying now for cartage to the nearest railway station. ±-2 a ton. 
I find that my selection would be only about 2^ miles from the proposed line.
818. And how far from Wvalong ? About IG miles by tho road.
819. How far would it be by the proposed railway ? rive or 6 miles.
820. Has any land in your locality changed hands within the last three or four years ? No.
821. I suppose people are not in a position to transfer their land ? None of them are certificated yet.
822. Would the construction of a railway make any difference to the value of your land? Yes; from 
10b. to 15s. an acre.

TAatuHmrtAiiT BTAunrsa committee oir pmit.TO woeks.

--------------------------------------------- Mr.
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Mr. B. Oigifl, 

14Apnl,1894.

Mr. Robert f4agie, aelector and carrier, near “Wyalong, awom, and eiamined ;—
823. Ohairman!] Where is your holding? About milpK from where we are now.
824. How far from Wyalong townebip ? Fire milet.
825. In what direction ? North-weet.
826. Would you bo served by the proponed railway from Temora to Wyalong ? Yes.
827. What is the area of your holding? It is a family selection.
828. How many acres have you ? 7,500 acres.
820, How much land have you under cultivation P Twenty acres.
880. The rest you uso for pastoral purposes ? Yes.
881. How many sheep do you run r 4,500 sheep, and 100 cattle.
832. Where arc you sending your wool ? By team to Temora.
833. What does it cost you per bale ? T take my own.
834. But suppose you had to pay someliody else, what would it cost? £2 15s. a ton.
835. There are five or six bales to the ton ? Yes j five and a half bales on the average.
836. Is the surrounding country all settled ? Tes.
887. Has there been much selection P There has been a good deal of selection ta the north; in fact, all 
the selection is to the north of where we are; there haa been none to the south.
838. WiU the selectors be fairly served by tho proposed line ? Yes.
830. Do you think its construction will lead to an increase in the area cultivated for wheat P I think so.
I am prepared to do a little when the railway comes there.
840. Have you formed an opinion as to what price is required to make wheat pay ? At Wyalong, or in 
Sydney ?
841. At Sydney P 3s. Od. a bushel.
842. Tou do not agree with a former witness that 3s. a bushel would pay ? No.
843. Do you find it more profitable to grow wool than to cultivate wheat? Tes.
844. Do you wish to make any statement in reference to the proposal now under consideration ? The
construction of tho railway will cause a lot of traffic to spring up. All the people within 20 miles of the 
line would go in for agriculture, and, no doubt, vineyards woula be started here. At the present time, 
because of the distance from market, these industries do not pay. _
815. But the land is suited for agriculture? Tea; it is suitable for the vine. I knew the Albury district for 
eighteen years, and I have some vines here two years old, which are as healthy as any in the Albury district.
846. Mr. Wall.^ Do those engaged in pastoral pursuits here find their occupation fairly remunerative ?
Fairly remunerative. # i • •
817. Do you think that if tho land now under lease in this district were thrown open for selection, it 
would readily find occupants who would engage in pastoral pursuits on small holding ? I think so.
8*18. Do these small holders depasture more stock proportionately than the large holders ? Tes; a great
many more. , ,, , , .
849. And they improve their land to a CTeater extent? Tes. On the land I now hold they used to run
2,500 sheep; but I run 4,000 sheep and 100 cattle. • v i.- j
850. I suppose the improvements you speak of invariably consist of ringharking? Rmgharkmg and
scrubbing. , ,, v . t
851. Are those improvements made to any extent on the leaseholds? No; the leaseholds have gone back.
862. Tho grazing capabilities of the laud are considerably increased by them ? Tes. ^ _
853. Do you think the Government would be justified m constructing this railway in tho expectation 
that it would receive sufficient traffic to pay interest on tho coat of construction ? I think so.
854. Tou think that the district will compare favourably with other parts of the country where railways
have been constructed? I think so. , _
855. With what other parts of tho country are you conversant ? I know the Ilay district.
856. Do you think the settlement in this district is as great as the settlement was in the Hay district 
before the railway there was constructed? Tes ; it would he more.
857. Do you think there is as much justification for constructing this line as there was for constructing 
tho Hay line? There is more settlement in this district now' than there was in the Hay district when the
railway was taken there. ». •
858. Do you think there is as good a prospect of settlement increasing here as there was of its mcreasmg
in the Hay district ? That depends upon how the land is thrown open. -
859. Assuming that the leases will be thrown open ? Tes.

Mr. James M. Jamieson, conditional purchaser, near Wyalong, sworn, and examined:—
860. Chairman.'} Will you point out on the plan where your holding is? Tea; it is about 16 miles Mr. J. M. 
Borth-weatof Barmedman.
861. How far from the proposed railway? I should say about 10 miles.
862. Would you go to Barmedman if there were a station there? ^\yalong would he nearer than

8(^!^BuT you would have less freight to pay if you went to Barmedman ? It would not make much 

difference.
861. What is the area of your holding? 2,560 acres.
865. When did you take it up ? Four years ago.
866. After the Cootamundra to Temora line was decided upon? Tes. , , . , ,
867 Did you take it up because of the known intention of the Government to make that line, or had you 
decided before to take it up ? I took it up because I thought the raUway would come through.
868. Wlierc did you come from ? From Cootamundra. _ . -
869. Tou were at Cootamundra then when the Public Works Committee inquired into the advisability ot
taking the line to Temora? Y’es,
870. How are you using your land ? For sheep; and I have cultivated a little.
871. How much have you under cultivation ? About 40 acres.
872. And how many sheep ? About 3,COO. „ -,r i-u i. i i
873. I suppose tho land under cultivation is growing wheat ? Tes. My children have selections along
side mine. ’
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Mr. 3. M. &74. 'What is the area of all the seloctions? About 6,^ Mrcs.
jMni«oii. 875. And you have 3,000 sheep on the whole seleetion . les. apU.fSrtT
/—^ 870. And what area under cultiv-atioQ? AU tho land under cul iratwn w on my selecti .

l4April,l894. gy- yjpl^ wheat? About 15 bushels to tho acre.
87s. Have vou any land under lease? Not from tho Crowu.
870. AVhere are you seudiuR your wool uow ? To Temora.
8S0. What do you pay for carriage? About £2 a ton.
881. What distance are you from Temora ? Forty uuIm. *«ftlrnu*nt near vou ®
sso Pan TOU sav whether the proposed line will servo the whole of tho sottienu ut near you .
8ft.T What is the greatest distance auy of your neighbours would bo from tho proposed line ? 

to 25 miles, I should think.
Z. ^S/L^rc^vetyTe'?io: that you ,ouU put .uo.e

land under cultivation ? Tes. i i, i

Z: Tl‘,:a I'hEpTrs™ W. in SyilT 7'’" “><>'
the same as selling in Sydney at 3s. 6d. mi_- * i * .... ia miie«883. Mr. IFall.] How far is your place from Temora ? Thirty-aght cr TO miles.
880. That is the nearest point on the railway ? Tes. in vi^nitvof thelino? Tes.

of the railLy ? could not go into figures, but I know that it has i^^ing it under
892. Is there a general tendency on the part of people holding ° ^s ^
cultivation? Tes ; at Barmedman there haa been a great increase m cultivation since it was known t a

Si trwe r^ased iu pu.tor.1 pu„uit. ? At pre,o„t I oouU not do anything ol.e ,

ml '‘A™1.‘e°to“iS™SftThSl wISou'upland hene in small holdings am making a fair llnng
from paatoral pursuits ? My experience is that it is beet to combine agriculture with pastoral pursuits.
Ls. Pan vou ^int to any case where increased areas hare l»en put imder S anyone®
in the Ticiiity of Temora because of tho constructum of the Temora railway ?
890. But you sav generally that there has been an increase m cuUn a^on There ,a one farmer na e
Clements who used to <Kily grow a little hay, but ho |00 a^os m dor h^^^
897 Is that bay used for local cousumption or is it consigned to Sydney ? All the hay be grows be senas

Ilf .0 Sydney ? I do not think ho has sent suy hoy to Sydney.

t“en inf‘eltry Tt'f' part of holder, of ngrienltural land to inrroaso thoi^agrieultural

nOL Do you'thinkt'he construction of a railway would promote settlement in the district to such an

90i''ToufeeTconvincS that the railway would be remunerative, and that its returns would meet tho 
interest on the cost of construction? tes, if the pastoral leases were thrown open for selection.

Mr Donald Hugh Rankin, conditional purchaser, near Wyalong, sworn, and examined 
Mr. 9021 Chairman.] In what direction is your bolding ? It-ia about a mile and a half from the Govemment 

D.H.Rwkin. surveyed township, in a southerly direction. It is a little bit off the road.

UApriUSM. QQi. Is any of it under cultivation ? Not yet. I have not been here suflBcicntly long to cultuate it.
903. ‘When did vou take it up ? Two years ago.
900. What improvements have you put on it ? I have a dwelling-house, kitchen, store-room, buggy shed, 
^y^^Ha^e y^ a^^stoek? Not at present. I had before the rush took place ; but the location of a

lanse iwpulation at Wyalong has given me facilities for disposing of it.
908. What induced you to take up land here? I thought the land was good enough to make a home on.
009. What family have you? I have a family of five. v a. i i.
910. Are you able to live by the profits of your selection? I have not been here long enough to tost
that question, but I think 1 shall be able to do so.
911. You intend giving it a fair trial? Yes.
912. Tou will be servw by the proposed lino ? Tes. t i. v j 4V t
913. Do you wish to make any statement or give reasons for the construction of the line;—do you think
its earnings will fairly cover the interest on construction and working expenses? In my opinion the 
land is good enough for settlement; and if tho Government deal with trie leases about to be thrown open 
in a way that will bring about their occupation by an agricultural population, there will be a large amount 
of traffic. ^
914. The settlement would then be in smaller areas ? Tes. _
915. Do you think the people here have taken up more land than they can manage? No; but if there 
were a railway people could live on smaller holdings than they have now.
916. What is the smallest holding that a man could live on? A G4<.)-acre selection, if he were within 
10 miles of the proposed terminus.
017. I suppose you can give us no information as to the average yield of wheat here? No. I have been
farming lor the last nine years, and I came here with the intention of farming, even before the railway

• was proposed. If tho railway were constructed I would make a certainty of it.
918. Woere were you farming before ? At Junee.^ 919.
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010, Can you B]>cak as to the suitability of the land near the proposed railway for ai^riculture? Yes;
not from my own experience, but from what I hare seen on otner selections. Tho land is scrubby and
more heavily timbered, and consequently harder to dear than the Junee land, but ilia equal to it in
every respect. i4Apni,io94.
020. Was your land cleared when you took it up, or have you been clearing it since ? AVhat I have got 
cleared has cost me about £2 an acre.
021. That is to get it ready for tho plough ? Yes.
022. What docs it cost you for seed and harvesting? About 12a. an aero for ploughing, sowing, and 
harrowing, and about 3s. an aero for seed.
023. And for bagging? For stripping and all that—it could be stripped for 8s. an acre.
92'i. What do you ostimatp the total cost per acre of taking your produce to tho nearest railway station ?
At tho present time ?
025. Yes ? It would all depend upon the yield.
926. What would be tho cost of labour, irrespeetivo of tho yield ? I suppose something like £3.
027. W'ith the clearing it would cost you £1 ? Hardly £1 ; but it would all depend upon circumstances.
The more a man cultivates the less the proportionate cost. If a man cultivates a small piece, ho has to 
employ as many men as if ho cultivated a largo piece.
028. Hunpose be cultivated 100 acres ? At the present price 100 acres would hardly pay.
929. Wnat would be tbo emallcst area you think would pay ? About 200 acres. ’
030. What do you cstimato the cost per acre of all operations, including bagging? It depends a good 
deal upon the crop.
031-2. Taking an average crop ? About 18s. per acre.
933. What does it coat for bags and stripping ? Fivejieuce three farthings for bags and about 8s. an aero 
for stripping.
931. Then it costs you altogether about 25s. an acre? Very nearly; £1, speaking from memory.
935. How many bushels an acre would you consider a fair average yield? About IG.
936. At what price could you sell at a profit? For 2s. 8d. a bushel.
937. Two shillings and cightpence in Sydney ? No, in Temora. W'e always sell in the local market.
938. “Wliat would you deduct from that for carriage and selling? About Gd. a bushel.
939. So you think that that 2s. 2d. is a very fair price ? I could live on that.
940. That would give you 31s. or 35s. an acre ? Yes, and it would leave me about 10s. an aero profit.
941. "Would that pay you? Yes ; if I had 200 acres under cultivation.
942. One hundred pound would provide interest on your outlay and pay for your own labour? I dare
say if I went into the thing very particularly, and charged for my own labour, I could not possibly do it 
for the price ; but so long ns wc have a surplus at the end of the year we are satisfied.

Mr. Jolm Bichuiond, Staff Surveyor, Department of Lands, sworn, and examined:—

913. How long have you been in the Department? ,\bout 15 years.
944. Were you told off specially to report upon tho land and the nature of the water conservation in the j. Kidunond. 
Hannednian district ? To report upon tho character and value of the land and the facilties for settlement
in this district. ... 14Apra,l884.
945. Have you received special in.structions with regard to Wyalong? I have roceive<l instructions to 
inspect the whole of the country around hero and to go through the leasehold area of every run.
946. How long have you been engaged on this special work? Since last October.
017. Have you furnished your report? I have furnished several on the country between here and
Temora. _
948. AVhat is tho date of the latest report sent in by you? The last I sent in on 31st January.
019. Since you have been here have you recommended' that any area should be resumed for a township ?
Do you mean at Wyalong.
030. Yes? Yes ; I selected the site for a town.ship, and a plan of it is now beingprepared.
951. How many acres have been reserved ? ,\bout 500. ,
952. How many have you surveyed for a township? About 400.
933. How many allotments are there? About 2H0.
954. What is the area of each allotment? A quarter of an acre.
955. ifas that land been taken up ? Yea.
956. The whole of it? 1 believe so. ,, , , .
937. For business sites chiefly ? For business and residence purposes. Other land has been pegge<l out
under miners’ rights. «, r , > ,
958. Have you provided any reserves in the new township ? One-fifth of the whole—lOOacres.
939. Have you put any value upou tho surveyed portion ? I have not yet recommended what price
should bo charge. , ,, , , , ^ .
060. Have you made an estimate ? I have estimated that the allotments should be valued at from £o to
£15—an average of £10. « -r-
061. That would give a value of very nearly £3,000to tho whole of the surveyed portion? les.
962. And what would the other land coat at the same rate? About £2,000 more.
963. So that the value of the town would not be less than £5,000? It would not be loss. Those values
are under rather than over. . , , . , ,, , , . ,
961 And have you made any provision for water? I esarauiod and inspected the whole country, amd
recommended as far as possible the resumption of Carter’s tank on No. 12, referred to by him m his

OOsl^The resumption of what area? I would recommend that about 320 acres in tho catchment area

yiS'^^WrurdSimpriae the whole of the catchment area ? I think it would take the beetof it.

283 (ff)—D
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Mr. 967. Haye you made any recommondations aa to the oommencoment of tho tank ? Not yot I supimse 

J. BichmDod. it would not be less than lO.tXK) yarjla.

liAprihtSM.
.t would 00 a;Xient auSrtoAho town? 1 .hould think .o, boeauao tho

would not J->P«nd entirely «,.on it; ‘>‘|;^.7;;'^j“™:,t'd”'’orthe town which jou think 
r;id“C'S::h1r;r,^er"‘Ltt;.t™ "i-e:" i'h:rr“:.a catchu.ont, ^ mi d.roetiona-that i,,

Ghivernment township will be near to that. o v - ortT««.iitlT it ia973, la tho (JoTemment township higher than the mam camp ? los; apparently »t ‘J-
974: What is the difference in elevation? 1 have not meaaured it exactly ; but I thmk 20 or 30 teet,

973 That war your rea»on for recommending that the main camp ahould not be rarveyed for buaineaa 
adea ? I MTotTpor.l^nrt it, horan* I hare not been a.ked to report about .t at all My matruc-

tions were to cbooso the Ix'Bt Bito for a town.
970 And you believe you have choaen the best BJle r i es.

?„"u£rc»\“r.T;oS h^rdL J V « .own wm he eeu.r.l - *ar aa the minea which are 
at nresent bcine discovered are concerned? 1 think so—more ceiitrul than the main camp.
979 Vr Wall f Have vou any connection with the Water CoiiBorvatum Department ? Not any.9S0: Wh" doiou OBtimate will be tho fixed population of this place wit£m tho next twelve months?

incan the Dooulation of the town or the nitiin camp r i • i t * j9Sl^Of the gold-ield generally? I estimate that there wUl be at least SOO men working boro, besides
their wives aud children and others dejiendent upon them. i *• f Bn«yy*A<wi9 Tab
982 Takincr an average of five to a family, that would represent a population of about 4,000. Tes^
983. Do you not think that 300 acres is a very small water catchment for a population such as that. It

H^yryoIl^y'iL to what rule engineer, follow when eetimating the supply of water required 

bv rountrv towns ? Yes; 1 have had to do with catchment areas before. ^ ^ ^
985. Whit is the maximum and minimum supply allowed by the officers of tho Country Towns Water
Supplv Branch? That I do not know. r • i o t-
986 You have examined the countn' around here pretty tairly r tes-
987. Is there any place where you WJuld get a lar^ table drainage for a tank than the pla^ you have 
recommended should be reserved ? Yea, where there is a tank about li mile further ou, on the same

What would be the area drained by that tank ? I do not know. It would be very large.
989. Sufficient to meet the requirements of the place P More than sufficient.
990 Would the water supply be sufficiently close for the Railway Department to avail themselves of it, 
supposing the railway were brought to Wyalong? I think the Railway Department would rcauire a tank 
nearer the line I do not think they could make use of tho tank that I have been speaking about, 
because it would not hold enough. There would be nothing to prevent another tank being put there,

991 Were rour instructions definite in regard to the laying out of a town, or have you acted upon your 
own iudgment as regards the permanency of the field ;-did you consider it necessary to lay out a town ?
I act^ upon my own judgment in selecting a place, and then obtained tho a]>proval of Wardens bleo and
Sharp. 1 • i 3 -V
992 Did you recommend the laying out of a township hereNo.
993. Do you know who recommepded it ? No one. I am responsible for it, and my i-ocommeudatuni
was approved of by the two wardens. , i i. a. v
994. Acting uiwn your owiy udgment as to the jiermanency of the place, you liave laid out a township

995. And you are taking steps to resume a tank to supply water to a population of 4,000. 4 h«^e steps
are being taken by the Water Conservation Department, who were represcuted here by Mr. 4\ ade. He 
was here yesterday or the day before to report upon the matter.
996. Has'he inspwtod the locality where you propose to resume the teiik ? | es.
997. Does be regard it as likely to suit the requirements of the place? I believe so.
998. Has he so expressed himself? 1 think he told me tliat he considered that it would do j hut I am 
not certain, because we diacusscfl such a great many things that I do not remember cxMtly.
999. Is he preparing a report for the Water Conservation Branch ? Yes; it is probably in now

Mr. Walter Barnet, miner, Wyalong, sworn, and examined:—
Mr. 999i. Chairman.1 How many years liavo you been mining ? Thirty-five or tbirty-soveu years.

W. Bunet. i(K(0. When did you come to this district ? At tho end of Januarv’.
1001. J£r.WaUA Have you anv intercsl in the place? Yes.

14 April,1894. jQyg. What number of claims are you interested in ? I am, with my sons, intorested in throe claims. We
have a claim each. , i_ n i i- f
1003. What are the names of the reefs on which the claims are situated—are they all on the one line ot
reef? I am No. 3 north of the original prospectors, and No. 4 south of the Niduergold.
1004. Are those claims on the one line of reef ? Yes.
1005. Can you give the Committee any accurate information as to the number of lines of reef which have 
becu opened up since the discovery of this field ? I should think there are about eight lines of reefs.

lOOC.
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If ^ “r wcBtorly ;—what is tho name of that ? Oorman’n. Mr.

i X 7. llowfansit from (iopmau’a to tho next lino of reef? The next is the Two-up—about 200 or W. Bwnet. 
41X) yardw, ^

Another 200 yards, 14 Apnl;18»-t.
wu i' of it? _ I think they call it IVaser’a line of reef.

lAi?' * J ^ next, stilt gding east ? The next is tho original prospector’s, Neeld Bros,
into’ *”j further east againThe lino of reef known an Stanley's Blow.
1010 «ru that? Erwin and Party’s, and cant again there is Thompson’s.
lAi^’ wu ^ conrao of these reefs? They run parallel, rarying a little north-east.
1014. What would be the distance from Fraser’s line to Noold and Party’s line ? About a nuarter of 
n milo.
lOlo. And from there to Stanley's Blow? That might be about a quarter of a mile, the line strikes 
duo east.
1016. And from Stanley’s Blow to Erwin and Party’s ? Three hundred yards, I suppose.
1017. And from Erwin and Party’s to Thiimpson's lino? As far as my judgment goes, about 300 yards.
1018. What is about the distance from Thompson’s lino of reef to Q-orman's line of reef ? I suppose it 
must be over a mile.
1019. Has there been any crushings from Gorman’s line of reef? Yes; the first crushing was 42 tons.
1020. From what claim? Gorman’s claim. It went 2 oz. 7 dwt. to the ton.
1021. Have any other claims on that line of reef reportedgold ? Lynch and Party hare a line of reef, but 
whether it is tho same as Gorman’s lino I do not know, ^ere are so many intersecting veins.
1022. Are there any more claims on gold on that lino of reef? I do not think so.
1023. To what depth has the reef on Gorman’s line been tested ? About 50 feet. They are deeper now.
1024. Have there been any crushings from the Two-up line of reef? I do not know.
1025. How many claims on it have reported payable gold ? About four.
1026. To what depth has the reef been tested ? To various depths—20, 50, and 60 feet. I think there 
has been a crushing from Elderbranches.
1027. What is the reputed average thickness of the reef? Prom 4 to 18 inches, or 2 feet.
1028. I am speaking of the reef on the Two-up line ? I think it average.n from 6 inches to a foot.
1029. What would bo the average thickness of the reef on Gorman’s? From 1 foot to 18 inches.
1030. You cannot speak from your own personal knowledge ? No ; I have been down and seen it, but I 
have not been down since they sunk the new shaft, I hear that it is now about 18 inches.
1031. Have there been any crushings from Fraser’s line of reef ? Yes; I Mieve they got 3 oz. 12 dwt. 
to the ton.
1032. Do you know how many tons were crushed? I do not, but I believe 20 tons were crushed.
1033. How many claims are tKere on gold on that line ? I could not say. I am not always there. They 
may bo getting fresh gold every week.
1034. Have there been any crushings from Neeld and Party’s line of reef ? No ; Neeld’s Prospectors’
Claim has not crushed.
1035. What is tho. average thickness of the reef? It goes from 8 or 9 inches to 4 feet. I have been 
down 68 feet, and it is 4 feet wide at that depth.
1036. Have any claims along the lino of reef, be.‘»ides Neeld and Party’s, reported gold? No. 4 is 
supposed to have payable gold ; but they have not crushed yet, and No. 1 is on very rich gold—inmstone.
Neither of them have crushed yet. ’
1037. What is the distance between the Prospectors' Claim and No. -4 where gold has been obtained?
About 400 yards—500 yards altogether. There are three claims.
1038. Then the reef has been provc<l to bo gold-bearing for a distance of 400 yards ? Yes, to my 
knowletlge. They have got it further on, too, but I have not seen it.
1039. Haa there been been any crushing from Erwin and Party's line of reef ? Yes; they got 3 oz. 6 dwf. 
to tho ton.
1040. How mauy claims on that line of roof have crushed ? Only Erwin’s.
1041. How many tone did they crush ? I think 40 tons.
1012. Has gold 'been discovered in any other claims along the lino of reef? I believe so.
1013. IIow far along? I think No. 3 got gold this week.
1044. At what distance? About 300 yards ahead of Envin’s.
1045. Then that line of reef has been proved for a distance of 300 yards ? Yes ; it has been proved to be 
gold bearing.
1046. What is the average thickness of the stone ? They took the first crushing out 2 or 3 feet in thick
ness.
1047. And it yielded 3 oz. 6 dwt. ? Well, at any rate, over 3 oz. I am not quite certain about tbe 
penny weights.
1048. Now coming to Thompson’s line of reef? There has been no crushing there. They have a
paddock of stone, but I cannot say what it will go. *
1049. How many claims on that line of reef are raising stone ? Only one at present.
1050. That is the most easterly line of reef? Yes. {Stanley’s has not been crushed yet.
1051. What is the average thickness ? Last time I saw it, it was from 4 to 6 feet wide, and carrying 
very good gold.
1052. But there has been no crushing ? No; No. 2 from there crushed, and the stone went 1 oz. 2 dwt. 
to the ton.
1053. Then there has been a crushing in Stanley’s line of reef? Well, if you call it a line. It is north 
of Stanley’s.
1054. To what distance along that line has gold been discovered ? As far as No. 3 claim—about 300 
yards along.
1055. Can you point to any other discovery ? Thompstm’s has not crushed yet.
1056. Are there any lines of reef lying east from Thompson’s ? Not that I am aware of.
1057. Now we will come to the reefs which have been opened up in other directions ? Then wc come to 
the south-east—Conway and Party’s.
1058. That is regarded as a separate lino of reef ? It is, in my opinion, and I have had some experience. .

1059^
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Mr. 1059. llftTc any other reefs been opened up in tl'e Jndt of country
W.B.rnot. iin„ of reefs? There are reefs in every part. Tho mtcraeL-t.ng vc.ns mu east aim we r.

?S'.''T"h“d?:±io,, if I .nde^Und c-orreCl,, occur witl.lu the«> parallel lino. ? Tc. ; aud north

ro^riWhe p^cut time it i, not known whether the, arc oou.iuuatlona of thoae line., of reefs V It is 

not printed vet ; but T should say they were, as near practieablo. tho'neit series of
tSe'

^S*Cin:;S.^o!:S.Savo the ..ost -.^tl, of tjm. Otlmr^. h.n op.^;a upf S^h.

three quarters of a mile south-west of Gorman s there are some who arc Rood go d. ^
I0(it. You are not in a position to say whether they arc on a continuation of Gorman

IOm” Ta'king°Thompaon'8 line and bearing aouth, have anr dircorerie, been '“u
aware of. Lots of reefs have been discovered lu the mallee south of Thompson s. .and they run m an
directions—east, west, north, and south. -i i , i -i +i«4.« ..v
1009. IIow far south of Thompsons? Yrom a quarter of a mile to 1: mile that wuj.
1067 Taking a line north and south from Neeld and P.arly s claim, aud be.iring south, how far is it to the
furthest reef that has been opened up ? There would be seven claims.
106S. What distance would that be? Seven hundred or SCO yards. TW,. are about six
ltM». What is the diatancofrom Necld’s to the farthest discovery hearing south? There are about six
claims, and each claim averages 100 y.-irds, so that the distance would be about im vfvrds. ^
1070. What is the distance from Neild’s to the furthest discovery that has been made noith of it . As 
far as I can hear, payable gold has been obtained m No. 4. and, T believe, N o. o has also 5°^ S°W- ,
1071. That would mean, practically, that a belt extouding 9^ yards has boon prove I ? 1 w . that has
been proved. There are 900 feet on a prospecting claim, and there are four or five claims from Neeld s to

1072 That would give an area upon which gold has been discovered of about I mile in an easterly and 
westerlv direcrion, and something over 1,000 yards in .a line bearing north and south ? Tes ; on that line
of reef.' Conway’s is rather longer than that. , , • r**, * ii „„f .^F n^rih
1073. "WTiich way does Conw.vy’s line run ? Nearly north and south, bcannga little to tlie oast of north. 
1074 I want now to asi'ertain the furthest discoveries that have been miuie north and south,
Neeld’s. sav as a centre ? Tho last southerly discovery of what is supposed to be payable gold is called
the Mallee’Cow, which would bo .about IJ mile from Necld's. r. t •. «
1075. Can you give us the furthest discovery north ? That is the la.st new find which, I suppose, m a
direct line, would be about 7 miles. ...................... i yr 11 i P
1076. Are there anv other diacoveries in a northerly direction between the new lind and Neeld and Party .
There are sevcnil claims working on gold. 1 'ras out looking at tho new find, and I saw gold there, i
liavo heard since that it has been openeil up and looks very well. . i ii___ i,i P
1077. Can you give tbo Committee approximately the number of claims reported to be on p.ayaulc gold f
I should sav there must be from 70 to SO claims on mvablo gold. .
107S. What is vour opinion ns to tbe permaneuoy ot these reefs, speaking from your experience as a 
miner ? I think there is a great future for this field. Tlie countiy is not hard, and the further you get 
down the better the find becomes. I have been down Neold’s and several others, and they are looking well
at the bottom. .
1079. What do you think the inclosing rock is ? Decomposed granite. 
lOW. Have you*had much to do with reefing? I have been reefing for thirty years. ^
1081. What'fields have you been reefing on? I have been in Victoria, at Wood’
Crooked Kiver, and in all parts of New South Wales nearly. . o -p
1082. Have you known permanent reefs to continue for any distance in granite ? Tes.
1083. ^\'^le^e ? In Victoria, at tbe Evans. • • o
10H4. At what depth have the reefs been worked to on the Evans with a granite formation ?
ward Bound was working at a depth of over 300 feet.
1085. Was the granite soft ? Tho granite was hard there.
10S6. What is the formation in which permivncnt reefs usually occur ? Slate and granite. -------  --
different formations in different fields ; but I have never seen anything like this before in all my travels. 
At Grenfell the stone was a kind of porphyry, but it was hard and more like granite.
1087. Is not granite below the stratigraphical position in which reefs usually occur ? Granite is supposed 
to be the bottom; the Siluriau rock generally rides over the granite.
1088. Has this granite continued soft to any depth? In some places it has. I have been working at 
depths of between 200 and 300 feet.
1089. From the surface ? Tes. ^
1090. In granite? Tes ; through decomposed granite walls. One side is generally a great deal softer
than the other. It is generally the seam that carries down alongside the reef that is the softest. _
1091. Is it not characteristic of granite that the cleavage should be very imperfect, and the reefs vary in 
size? Tea; the reefs vary in size, sometimes pinching in to 2 or 3 inches, and perhaps widening out again 
to 3 or 4 feet. Tou can never get a reef to run true.
1092. What is the prospect of an alluvial discovery here, seeing that gold is being found so close to tho 
surface ? Alluvial has neen got within a few miles of this place, but not close at hand. Between here 
and Billv’s Lookout, and Buddigower, there ought to be alluvial obtained.
1093. Has any prospecting for alluvial been done in the district? Not much between here and Billy’s 
Lookout; but a good deal has been done at Billy’s Lookout. This formation carries right through tor 
some 20 miles—from Billy’s Lookout to Buddigower.
1094. Have there been any indications of drift showing that a denudation of country haa taken place at
any time ? Tes ; a slight amount of wash has been found at different places. Good prospects have been 
got here and there, but nothing to continue. 1095.
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lOOr). The reefa of which you have Bpokon have not been tested longitudinally;—they have been picked „ 
up at diffnrent flections ? Yes. W. Banict.
1U»0. Have you been down any of tho claims that have had crushing*? Yes. liTTriMMii
10H7. "What is tho extent of tho Btoping along the reef ? Some have stoped for 20 to 30 feet. 5kimehavc* ** ’ ’
driven shafts for 12 foot, or even 0 or 8 feet, and havo taken out the whole body of etono from tbe surface 
right down to tho liottom. In none of tho claims have I eeen 1 cwt. of *tone on the surface; it has all 
been taken out and crushed.
lOOH. Tho country appears to Imj very regular in its g{dd*bearing formation ? Yes. You will not sec 
many rich specimens, but the gold is pretty regular right through.
i()9(). Do you not think that with the limited amount of prospecting that has been done on the field it in 
rather prematuro to speak as to its permanency yet ? 1 think so; but 1 judge it to be permanent.
1100. From present indioations you regard its proapects as good? 1 do. I do not think any minor on 
the field has ever scon such a surface show before, considering the intersecting veins and the main lines 
of reef that havo been opened up.
1101. IIow long do you think tho working of the respective reefs will maintain anything like the present 
population ? They ought to maintain from 1,000 to 2,<X)0 people for the nert five or six years, and 
perhaps be better then.
1102. You are speaking of tbe present discoveries and the prospects of further developments ? Ido 
not think half the reefs havo been found yet that will be found out towards Billy’s Lookout and 
Buddigower.
1103. \VTien you apeak of a population of 2,000, do you mean a population of miners, or a general popu* 
lation ? I mean that when tbe country is properly opened up, and tho men are at work, there will be 
from 1,500 to 2,000 miners hero.
llOi. You have told us that there are seventy or eighty claim* on gold? Well, I am under the mark ; 
there must be more than that.
1105. I suppose you infer that connections will be made on the line of reef between the claims which 
are now getting gold? Y’es.
1100. What do you think will bo tho number of miners maintained by these eighty claims ? There are 
from four to eight men on each claim.
1107. Suppose there wore eight men on each claim, that would afford employment for 6t0 people
altogether? The claims are what are called eight men’s ground, six men’s ground, and four men’s 
ground; but most of them on this field are eight men’s ground. ^
1108. If gold is found along the reef between tbo varionw claims in which it is now being worked, you 
think the field will maintain a population of from 1,500 to 2,000 men? Yes, and probably more.
1109. Do you mean working miners, apart from the business people? Yes. ^
1110. Is any machinery going up here now? There arc two lots of maehinerj- being erected, and it is
expected that a third lot will bo put up.
1111. Do you think there will bo any difficulty in obtaining water for the machinery erected here? I do 
not think so.
1112. Are there any catchments? There are any number of splendid catchments.
1113. Has not some discovery of water been made by sinking hero? Not that I know of. I think we 
are about 200 feet higher than Barmedman. They get water there at a depth of 90 feet. I was working
there for some years. ,.-.^01.
1114-. You have been on all tho rushes in New South IVales ? On ne.arly all tho rushes m New South
Wales. • .
1115. i suppose it is a most usual thing to undertake the construction of a railway to a place directly
gold has been discovered there ? I think so. « , 1 ^ o t
1116. Do you think the prospects of this field would warrant a departure from tbe usual custom. 1
should not think they would. *1. * t .*
1117 I suppose you are aware that it is proposed to proclaim a mining reserve of o0,000 acres ; that Jana 
wiU be locked up from settlement ? I think there is a vast amount of auriferous country for miles
around,—from here to Lake Cargellico. , , , . . « tj t u i i
1118. Do you think it is necessary to lock up so much land for mining purposes i 1 do. 1 think the lana
oucht to be thrown open to the diggers. ............................ . .
1119 Do you think an arrangement might be arrived at by which both agricultural and mining open^ 
tions’could be carried out together, giving people speedy access to the land? Well, the selectors and 
miners eenerally clash, and the miners have always found it difficult when they have found gold on private 
land to get permits to mine there. They have been kept off such land for three, six, and even twelve 
months, and perhaps after finding gold they have not been allowed to go on the land to mine for it.
1V>0 Assuming that the power of dealing with this matter were vested m the warden, and applicafaons to 
mine upon conditionally purchased land could be granted by him, these permits could he obtained at
once? Yes, and then things would be different. , . . , • , • . • .v i *•
1121 Do you think that that svstem would tend to cose the friction which now exists m the relations 
between miners aud free selectors ? Yes; if the miners could get on t^the land in a week. 
iW I suppose you are aware that in the Mining on Private Lands Bill applications will have to he 
lodged with the warden, who will have full power to give Dermission immediately without reference to 
the Minister do you think that under that system agricultural and mining industries could be simui-
mT^'llLt/no^genSly bcifthe emse with respect to gold-fields that men who have made money on the 

fields have had afterwards to go to other districts owing to tho land been locked up, even though they

desind to settle^ th^r^ introduced by which miners could get ready accew to any land alienated m the 
vichiity of Wyalong, do you think this field would be the means of establishing an agricultural popula-

1125*^Sve there'bee^n any crushings on Conway’s line of reef ? Yes; there have been two cr-ishinga on 

that line of reef.1126. 'Do you know what quantity of stone has been crushed ? Twenty-two tons, yielding m m.
1127. AVbat is the average size of tho reef? It vanes from 0 inches to 1 foot.

1128.
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Mr. 1128. To what extent has gold been discoTcrwl along tho lino of roof ? field
W. 1129. Do you think that if greater fac.litie» were given Lve got good claimB, and
,/T"^. bo developed more than it ia now? Ido. Many of the men ^oul.l have go ^

perhapR have formed homes for themselTea. «,lmimi«trative (Iclav ? Ido.
1130. Do you think that tho development of the field has been greater than it has
1181. And that the progress when those obstacles are removed will bo very mucn grea
been in tbe past ? J do. ____________________________ __

Mr. ■\Villiaui Bowman, miner, Wyalong, sworn, and examined •
Mr. 1132. Ohmrman\ How long bave you been at Wyalong P Since the 2nd January.

W. Bowman, H33. jtfr. WallA Have you heard the oTidonce given by the previous witness . 1 ha 0.

1134 Do you aCTOC with hia oridence? I do, in every particular. , j* have beenl4April,l894. Is tLre a^iulditional evidence you would like to give in refereuw to discoveries that
omitted ? There’have been a few discovenes ouutted-that is ^ discovery was made
1136. What discoveries have been maxle. apart from those already referred to ? A discovery
about 4^ miles from here, in a aouth^easterly direction.
1137. AVhat is theiiature of the country ? Diorite. , ^ *1. v there
1138. Have they got payable ^Id there ? They say they havo; but there haa been no cnishing there.
1139. Have you seen any of the stone ? Yes. ,, .
1140. What is your opinion of it ? I believe that it is payable stone.
1141 Is it in a well-defined reef? Yes ; between two hard walls.
1142. What is the width of the reef ? About 2 feet 0 inches. *1, a ,, o t h«P raou them aU
1143. Have you inspected anv of the reefs that havo been opened un on the field ? I s^ them
1144. Do yon consider that they are fairly well-defined reefs, and likely to be continuous . Some of them

1145 From your experience as a miner, do you regard the eight lines of reef referred J P
witness as likely to be payable? I think they have pretty well proved themselves so.
1146. What is your opinion in regard to them do you thmk they are fairly wcU-defined reefs, “y
to be continuous, or are they merely jiatches wbicli may run out ? They are not patchy, but whethe
they are coutinuous is more than I can say.
1147. Ate you working in anv claim here ? Yes.
1148. In what claim ? The Santa Claus, on Conway's line.
1149. Hare you liad a crushing? No. , t •
1150. Has there been any eru^ing on that line ? Yes; for L onway and Party s claim.
1151. What distance are you from there ? Eight hundred yards.
1152. Have you discovered gold ? Yes.
1153. Do }-ou regard it as payable ? Ido.
1154. "WTiat do vou say it will emsh ? I reckon it will go 3 oz. to tho ton; it might go more,
1155. Wlial is tile width of the stone ? It varies from 4 and 8 inches to a foot.
115g! What depth has it been tested to ? Sixty-eight feet nerpondicular.
1157. Have you only opened it up in one place ? In two places.
1158. At what distances apart? About 40 yards.
1159. Do you regard itss thesame lino of reef as Conway is working on? Yes.
Il6t>. Are there any surface indications by which it can be traced? Yes; you can trace the surtace- 
Btone ; in fcict all the claims right through from Conway's liavo got the gold.
1161. But there has been only one crushing from that place? There have been two crusluii^.
1162. Do all between where you are and Conway's regard their discoveries as payable ? I think they do.
1163. Do you regard this field, taking it as a whole, as likely to support a largo population for any length 
of time ? As nearly as I can estimate it will support 2,009 miners.
1164. For how long ? For four or five years, but it may be longer. I can see that there is over two years
of working in our claim. « t j i.
1165. Do you think there will be any difficulty in erecting machinery here to treat the stone 1 do not
think there will be any difficulty.
1166. Is there a good water catchment ? Yes, if we only get rain.
1167. At present you have to take your stone to Barmedman ? Yes.
1168. That militates against the testing of the various claims ? Yes.
1169. Has there been any prospecting done in the district for alluvial ? Yes, a little.
1170. W*hat is the general opinion with regard to the discovery of alluvial here ? It has been discovered
about 5 miles from here. _ , 1 xi. a u
1171. Has there been much drift discovered? There has boon no washes yet immediately round the neld,
except a little ironstone wash. There has been no quartz wash. ^ _
1172. Has any prospecting been done for surfai'o gold ? No; except at one place on Conway’s line.
1173. I suppose the development of the field would have beeu much greater but for the difficulty of
obtaining permits? I'es. ' 1 -i i j i.
1174. Had the discovery been on Crown lands the place would probably have been further developed than
it u ? Yes; because the men would have had to work their claims or get someone to do the work for them.
1175. Mr. Dateton.'^ Do you know of auy crushings which Mr.Barnet omitted to mention? Yesj there 
have been several other payable crushings. There has been one from the Mallee Bull.
1176. What number of ounces have been got from the Mallee Bull claim ? Cusack and Party got an average 
of 2 oz. 7 dwt. from 27 tons, and the Mallee Bull claim gave an average of 1^ oz. to six tons.
1177. Is the stone easilv got ? Very easily got.
1178. What would he tte least result that would be payable? About 15 dwt.
1179. I am speaking of the field as a whole ? I do not believe that there is one claim on the field on gold 
where the stone is not payable.
1180. How many do you know to be on payable gold ? Between 70 and 80 claims are on payable gold.
1181. How long have you been mining ? Twenty-two years.
1182. Whereabouts ? This aide of Gulgong.
1183. Chairman.'] Do you know the total quantity of gold produced to date ? I could not tell you that

1184.
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1194. Hayo you any idea of the quantity of «tono now at grass ? I cloro say there are over flOO tons on 
the field.
1185. That is payable stone? It is nearly all payable stone.

Mr.
W. Bowmm. 

14 AprU.1894.

Mr. Ernest .Toshiah Polkinghorne, minor, Wyalong, sworn, and examined :—
1186. Chairman.'] For how mauy years have you been a minor ? For eight or nine years. Mr. B. /.
1187. You have heard the evidence of Mr. Earnet and Mr. Bowman with reference to this field; do you PolkingtKwoe.
confirm their evidence ? Yes, in every particular. i
1188. Do you desire to add anything which they may have omittc<l, and which you think will be useful to i*AprU,i»»4. 
the Committee in considering their report? They omitted to report tho latest find, about 7 miles north
from here. I believfi there are 500 or (500 men there ; but what they havo done I cannot say. Several
men who have claims there, however, speak very highly of the place, and three or four of tho
already raising stone. They are on what is known as Gagie’s Find. I would also like to add that Mr.
Barnet was a little bit mixed in regard to tho. most westerly reefs. He put Gormans first, and tho Two- 
Up second; but between there is whai is known as the White Keef, one of the beat-defined reefs m
tho place.
11H9. What distance is it from Gorman’s? About 150 yards.
1190. That would make eight reefs ? Yes.
1191. Gold-bearing atone has boon obtained from that reef? Yes; they have had one crushing from 
what is known as O’Rrien’a. They got 21 oz. from 6 tons of stone, and since then they have sent away 
10 tons more. Thi.s stone haa been sent to the Clyde chlorination works, and treated there.
1192. Do you agree with tho previoua witnesses in regard to the area covered by tho eight lines of reefs?
Yes; if anything, they were under rather than over the mark. _
1193. Do you think ttioro has been any other inaccuracy in their evidence ? No; in other respects their
evidence was accurate. it.
1194. Mr. 'Wall.] To what depth has the White Reef been tested? The party who have already had a 
crushing arc down about 55 feet; but we are adjoining them and down al^ut 80 feet, and the rem looks
better than it did higher up. , , „
1195. What is the width ot the reef ? From 9 to 15 inches, carrying splendid walls.
1196. To what distance has the reef been tested.along the line? About a quarter of a mile.
1197. Ib it fairly continuous? So far as one can tell There is similar stone in all the claims which are
considered to be on tho reef.
1198. How many claims are on gold ? Five.

Mr. Frederick Channon, miner, “Wyalong, sworn, and eiamined :—
1199. Chairman.] You heard the evidence of the two previous witnesses? Yes. Mr.
1200. Do you confirm their evidence ? I do in every particular. ■ , r, -r ■, ■, .■
1201. Have you any additional information which you can supply to the Committee . I have been Mting
as reporter for the Tumut and Adelon^ Timet since tbe 15th January, and I have the original entn« of 14Apnl,18W.
crushings written down in my pocket-book.
1202. Will you road them to us ? The first crushing recorded in this field was for Taylor and 1 arty s 
cl *xtx120?’ On what line of reef? It would be on the Two Up line—to tho extreme south-west of the Two 
Up claim. They crushed 6 tons and got about 24 oz. The next crushing is s claim,
on Conway’s lino, who, from 12 J tons of stone, obtained 9 oz. 3 dwt. of gold. Then Neeld s No. - pros
pecting area, an east and west line, crushed 13 tons for 26 oz. 4 dwt. Conway and Party rushed 22 
tons fbr 103 oz. Keith, who is on about tho Two Up line, crushed 141 tons, and got 35oz. N^lds 
Pioneer claim, an ironstone reef, running east and west, crushed 17tons for /2 oz. 1-t dwt. Pe”7 
which is on the Two Up line, so far as I can judge, crushed 22 tons for a result of 2 oz. 12 dwt. to the 
ton. Fraser’s claim* on tho Two Up, or slightly to tho east of it, crushed lOj tom for 39 oz. 6 d^^
McMahon and Party, who have an east and west reef to the east of Conway s, crushed 3 tons o cwt. for 
9 oz. 19 dwt. Gorman and Party cruBhed 38 tons, getting 2 oz. 4 dwt. to the t^. BMeThnni and 
Party*, on the Two Up line, crushed 9 tons, getting 3 oz. 11 dwt. to the ton. McDonald and Partv, of 
the Mallee Bull claim, crushed 6 tons 12 cwt. of surface stone or spuds, and got I J oz. to the From 
a second crushing in Barmedman, Taylor and Party got 2 oz. per ton for from lu tons. The" Davns am 
Party, on tho Two Up line, from lOJ tons, got 2 oz. 12 dwt. to the ton. Cusack and Party, on 
BnU^ine, for 13 tons^t an average of 2 oz. 7 dwt. to the ton Pettyfoot «>d
line of reef, crushed 40 tons for 42 oz. 12 dwt. J. King and Party, crushed 14 tons for 2 <>*• » d^- ® 
ton; they are on Taylor’s line. Thomas 0;^Brien and T^rjy, crushed 6 tonsat t^
17 oz Arthur Hassock and Party also crushed at the Clyde Works, G tons for -1 oz. 11 dwt. Ihero
are between 60 and 60 tons of stone at Barmedman. or on the road there-2 y
1‘’04 So that in round figures, about 700 oz. of gold has been obtained from the field. Yes, ®nd the
R^fli has not be^ Sined from picked stone. A^ot of headings and other rubbish has been crushed.
They send everything from the surface to be crushed. , e
1203 Mr Wall] Can you give tho Committee any idea as to the number of claims on ^Id . 
fo^‘oVforty oni pr?^id payable, while there are 'about eighty between them, which, I have no doubt,

will prove payable when they have had a cruahmgt- ^ , ,, ^
l‘>06^ Can they not discover the gold by dollying ? T es ; the stone pushes wcU in the dolly.
12ot! Other witnesses have estimated that there are about eighty claims ou g^d ^

excessive ? Well I reckon that there are about 120 claims on go<^ gold, but they havo not CTroved I Lkcn there are about forty which are certein.and a^ut eighty others which will prove 
payable in tho course of a week or two, after tbe stone has been crushed.

1208.

• Note (o» revUioit) •. Fraser and Party and twen\^*fi»™oiaim8 are raising atone, which is
tNoT* (0* S? from'hirtyeight to£<ityruore in Tarious stage* of derelop-
orMer^ShSthc S™-o? which seem confident that at a certain depth they will strike payable quarts.
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Mr. 1208. Do you thinlt there are a sufficient number witTFunTourto bo n srent agricultural
F.Cliannon. i«ino time to come ? Tea; 1 behove that in the near futi\r .... «rvM in the mallee boro

14April>18dt. .c, .V » . - --- ,
tojjt'thcr

some time to come ? Tes; 1 behove that in ^ tho soil in the mallee boro
district. I have travelled round a good part of the cou 17, ^ taking that fact
is verv rich. Prom my oxpenenee, it is , 1 > 1- 1 think you would be perfectly justilicd
into consideration. togt>tbcr with the existence of the gold-lielda, t thinK >ou i 1 j

in running a line of railway to A\ yalong. m^nBiiro retard tho development of the field ?

inent ? I have no douht of it. . ■ **i__retarded by the reservation of

proposed to reserve for mining purposes. . „ t i. whiln aim
^ p4o.odf.- h^to

m';'Uo'.o4;ot .hink, from vour oxporieuoo or a miner, that romo ““y •’T'fcT"*

«i tC acve,„p a^icuKum

1‘>IS Can you give tho Committee any idea as to the approxinialo num e 
4u iuforma.iou <vi.

Tnornlino- can vou civo ua an idea of the number of claims on gold on Fraser a line . ®

of tho noM
tn a CTcat extent Yes, and from l.GOO to 1,500 more minors would be employed. ^ »4..irr,
l->v>^Vhat is your opinion about the site of the new township? It is generally known as Sleo a Mistake.
1223! Did vou not hear that the land there is higherthan this J jn® Zf\hGvo to
:.o,»erratio-u of vator .ho« ? It i» a boauliful rite for a torvu.hip , XS’V:’t Id tho lusiueaa
lire vmi cannot force them to do SO. The population has settled at the \\ hite lank, and the business
Ticonlo have followed them there, aud now no one can force them to move. Imightsaythat I was introduced

to Mr Wade bv Mr. Polkingliorne. He stated his business to us. and we hired a trap and took him round
pretty weU all tbe tanks in the district. AVe also took him out to a water 

or three quarters of a mile on Boltes conditional lease which ho acknowledged to bo one of the b^t 
catchments he had seen on the field, and he informed me he would report favourably upon its resumption
OS a GoTerument tank for the use of tho field. ., .1 ^ ^1224. How far would that be from the present camp ? Halt a milo or three quarters of a mile.

Hare vou seen the water ? Yes. I have waded init. ...1 ± ±1^ •
I^g! You are not using that water at tbe present time ? The water has dried up now ; but there i» a
natural catchment there formed by a blind creek. „\.rAr% finLi P if flm
1227. A dam could be made thei*e and sulEcient water conserved to supply the whole field, les, it tho

1228. "Sd ySV^rfrem Mr. Wade his reason for not recommending the resumption of that land ? I

1229. Do you know that he has not recommended its resumption ? ^ o, T do not. As far as I
may have Loe »o. I took him out to Carter’s tank, and he told me that he was trying to make arrange-
mcntsjwith Carter to allow the miners to use his tank teuiporarilj.
12:J0. But there is a legal difficulty in tho way? Yes. _
1231. Have you heard anything about the new rush? Y’es. ...,., 1.1..

Can you give us any information about it? Not authentic information, because you cannot rely 
upon what vou hear ou the field. You must visit the place and make personal mspectiou before you can 
give a cWct account of it. I would like to add that James Channon, ol Boaconsfield, Concord, and John 
Flumb of GO Kin«^-6trect, have purchased a boiler and engine and have ordered rollers from the foundry 
for the erection of machinery on the field. They intend to estabUsh chlorination works here.

Mr. Armand Thierman, miner, \Vyalong, sworn, and examined
Mr. 1233. Chairman.'] You desire to give evidence in regard to some machinerv'you intend to erect on the 

A. TbicTOsn. field. "Will you tell ub the value of that machinery and its nature? The machinery my syndicate propose
to bring here is new machinery, and negotiations are now pending to have it made at a foundry in Sydney; 

14April,1894. fiut 1 do not know which foundry is making it. One of my syndicate was up hcre alittlc while ago, and on
mv recommendation it was decided to bring new machinery here instead of secoud-class plant.
1234. Do you know what the probable cost will bo? Somewhere about £1,500. _ , j
1235. Has the order been given for the machinery ? I cannot tell you. I should have had word to.day
we arc excavating a tank for it.
1236. You have procured a site? Yes. r^ t t i w ^ x *a
1237. Havo you any doubt about the machinery being sent here? ^o, I bave no doubt about it. ^

* 1238«
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ill

’oucetitrators for £1,500? Yes; it caa be done.

123k. Mr. Walh'\ Ib it cruHliing macbincry? ^es; I rccommeaded a 10-head battery with conccntratiDC
applianceK. ° A. ThH-nmin.
1239. What sort of concentrating appliances -fulv.uincr» ? No; l)ccauHo tho percentage of pyritCB is 117*^ \too high. O rj lVApnl,I8U4.
1210. Mare you formed a Hyndicate for tlic ospresM purpose of erecting thin machinery ? Yes.
1241. AV ith a capital of £1.500? Tho capital of tho Byndicate is not limited to £1,500; tho capital wi 
l>e what, it costs to erect the inm-hinery.
1212. If you mjiiire more money you will call it up? Yes.
1213. You do not c.tpcct to erect machinery hero with couce 
Machinery is a lot cheaper now than it used to be.
1211. Arc you excavating a tank ? Yes; we havo got about 2,000 yards nut already. The tank-sinkers 
are Btill at work.
1245. Do you lliiiik that tho prospeids of the place arc HufTicient to warrant such an expenditure ? Yes ;
UK far as present indications go. The field is almost certain to be a jiermauent one.
1210. Your machinery is iu eoiirBO of manufacture at Sy<lney ? My syndicate wrote to me asking certain 
ilueBtions with regard to it, and it is certain that it will be made.
1247. Mr. Van-son.'] You aro a working miner, I suppose? 1 havo been connected with mining in New 
fiouth AValos for fifteen years.
124K. (letting syndicates together to buy machinery is not being a miner. Where were you working ?
I was four years at Broken Hill.
1240. Were you working there ? Yes, and I erected several batteries for Alfred Bennett at Peak Hill.
I let out his tanks and fixed his machiuorv.
1250. I suppose you havo got a great many promises of supimrt when the machinery is erected? Yes; 
but promises do not count for much. Good machinery will carry the day here.
1251. Mr. JVall'\ You would not require many promisea for a 10-head battery ? Only 80 or a 100 tons 
a week.

Mr. J. STeeld.

Mr. Johu Neeld, miner, Wyalong, sworn, and c.Kamined: —
1252. Chairman.'] Aro you one of the origimil prospectors ? No.
1253. AVhat information can you give which you tliink will be of asBistance to the Committee in deciding .
upon the matter now under their consideration ? 1 have been about tho district a good deal, and have l*Apnl,l»ni.
noticed the country right through from hero to what they call Kankin's Springs, a distance of (k) miles. I
have also travelled from Broken Hill through Wilcannia, Cobnr, Lake Cargellico, and Eubalong to 
AV'yalong. Then I have been from Barmedman to Woolengough. Close to W’yalong and out towards 
Baiikin’s Springs there is ironbark which I think would bo suitable for sleepers.
1254. Could the aleepors be obtained at a rca.sonablo price ? Yes.
1255. Have you any idea of tho price at which half-round sleepers can be obtained? No; but I know 
that a largo quantity could be got within 15 miles from here.
1256. Have you any other information ? I can give information with reference to the cewt of settlement 
here. If tho land were thrown oj>en, jieople would come over from Victoria and settle here. Between 
Lake Cargellico and Wyalong tho land is very suitable for agriculture and ]>astoral pursuits, and when I 
c-nrae here first I was so much taken with the country tli.at I wrote to my father and brothers and advised 
them to come here and select.
1257. IIow long ago was that? A little over twelve months ago. After they selected here other people 
followed to see the country, and they considered that the land was .as good as the Goulburn Valley land 
from wliich they had come, and that is the finest land in Victoria.
1258. But is there not a better rainfall there? No.
1250. What is tho rainfall ? It ha.H been as low as 5 or 6 inches.
1260. But tho average rainfall ? It is something about the same as thi.s.
1261. About IK inches ? Yen. Wo came as close as Wyalong simply to bo near the railway, and as 
the full area could not be obtained, only ouo brother selected, tho other six following to take up land 
aB soon as it was thrown open. I havo no hesitation in saying that ns soon as the railway comes to 
Wyalong a tremendous lot of land will bo taken up between hero and Lake Cargellico.
1262. Do you think tho land is suitable for agriculture as well as for pastoral pursuits? Yes.
1263. Anc{ if tho anticipated mining jiopulation were to settle at Wyalong, the aurrounding farmers 
would be able to supply all necessary provisions with the exception of tea and sugar? Yes.
1264. 18 there anything else you would like to add ? Ou my way to Lake Cargellico from Cobar I paused 
through Mount Allen, where they havo just discovered good gold. There was no water in the district then, 
and there has beeu no water since; but I have no hesitation in saying that there is a good gold-field there.
At Cargellico 1 bought some peaches and grapes, which were as good as I had ever seen before. The 
gentleman from whom I bought them said that ho grew them on tho bank of a creek from 4 or 5 miles on 
the other side of tho Lachlan, where ho lias a homestead of 2,560 acres. He had a lot of sheep with him 
at the time, which lie was taking to Mount Allen to kill. He said it was too far to send to Sydney, and, 
therefore, he thought it better to open a buteber’s shop, and dispose of his sheep in that w'ay.

Mr. Thomas Andrew Crowe, Editor of the Wyalong Star, Wyalong, sworn, and examined
1265. Chair7nan.'] Have you any other occupation hero besidoK that of journalist ? No. Mr.
1266. Tou havo heard tho evidence given by the various witnesses. Do you generally confirm their T. A. <.*rowe.
opinion ? Yea ; as far as 1 have been able to judge, they ai-e correct.
1267. Can vou give any additional information which you think would bo of iassistance to tho Com- 14April,l894,
mitteo ? When I came here three weeks ago, there were only a certain number of claims on gold; 
but in iny visits round the field ^ found tho number increasing, and a calculation I have made to-day, 
shows that it has just about doubled itself. W'ith reganl to tho list of crushings given to you by Mr. 
Channon, 1 think he has given one crushing twice over, because Fraser aud Party’s, aud Davis and Party’s
crushing was onlv one crushing. , , , ,
12(58. I4icn his return of gold is incorrect bv about 30 oz. ? 1 es ; I might also say, that to my knowledge,

erv uearlv 100 tons of stone eit)ier at Barmedman or on the road there. That is as near as 1 
283 (/*)—E

there are verv
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ifr. can judge, by seeing the loads that have gone away 5 and in yiHiting tho claims from winch oniNhings havo 
T, A. Crowe, taken pTaco, it Boomed as if the men had gathered up all their stone, expecting gold to bo m it, and scut

it nwav. There was no evidence of any stone having been jiickod.
14April,l«>4.1209. You think that fair average stone was sent aw.ay ? 1 think that all the stono was sent uwuy from

claims which had crushings. . • i 1 • 1 , o
1270. So that the resulla obtained from further crushings will bo better than those obtaiue<l mtlierto r

only know of Mr. (rough’s; but Mr. i’lumb and Mr. Cliaunon have called for tenders for the excavation 
of Jorge tanks, because they intend to erect machinery here.

Mr. Charles McHardy. Mining Kegistrar, Wyalong, sworn, ami examined
Wr. 1272. Chairman:] You wish to hand in a return ? Ye>. The number of miners rights issued since (lie 

C. McHnrttv. pgdj March, is 970, in a<ldition to a large number previously issued at Barmedman. Tweuty-tivo businoss 
1 licenses havo been issued, and over llX) surveyed town allotments have been conditionally registered. About
14.\pnl,1894. applied for. Three hundred aud twelve quartz clainiB have been apnlitnl for since tlie

19th March, and from seventy to eighty applications for permits to mine on conditionally purchased and 
conditionallv leased laud have been lodged at the Mining Registrar s Office herc since that dati'. Previous 

• to the 19th March, a large numlx'r of permits were applied for at Barmt*dman. ^
1273. What amount of revenue have you received sinec the 19th March ? About £580. These ligurcs
are very nearly accurate. ^ _
1274. The information has been compiled from records in your office ? Yes.

MONDAY, IG APRIL, 1S94.

[The Sectional Committee met at Spring'! Hotel, Wgalong Government Township, at 0'30 a.m.]
5fcocnt: —

The Hon. FREDERICK THOMAS HUMPHERY (Chairman).
Henry Dawson, Esq. j William Cii-Ufnos Mall, Esq.

The Sectional Committee further considered the jiroposed Railway from Temora to Wyalong.

Mr. John Plumb, grazier, Marrickville, Sydney, sworn, and examined :—
Mr. J.Pliimb. 1275. Mr. How long have you been on this gold-field ? I first came here about two months ago ;

but 1 have not resided here continuously.
lCApril,lM94.1270. You have been largely interested in mining in this Colony? Tes.

1277. For how long? (Iver twenty-five years.
1278. Did you risit this field to engage in mining pursuits? Partly with that object, aud partly to 
introduce machinery here if the prospects of tho field would warrant it.
1279. You have had a fair opportunity of judging of the merits of the field ? Yes.
1280. Do you think it likely to be a permajient field? Yes ; that is my impreBsion.
1281. Have you received sufficient encouragement to warrant you in undertaking tho erection of machinery 
here? Yes; mv friends and myself have ordered machinery, and I have let a contract since I came here 
for the excavation of an 8,000-yard tank.
1282. Where do you propose to excavate your tank ? Just below Neeld's prospecting claim, on his con
ditional lease.
1283. What work will be done by the machinery you propose to erect ? At first we shall erect machinery 
which will do about 150 tons weekly; but ultimately, as the field develops, we shall increase our plant 
until we can do 300 tons or more each week.
1284. You have been for some years engaged in mining in tho Carcoar district ? Yes; and in the western, 
southern, and northern districts. I bave been in nearly all the districts in the Colony.
1285. Comparing the prospects of this field with those of others in which you havo been interested, do you 
think it likely to be permanent ? That is my impression, otherwise I should not have embarked my money, 
and that of my friends’, in a venture here.
128G. What population do you think is likely to he located here for any length of time—say two or three 
years? I imagine that if the reefs were developed, they would employ 500 or GOO miners, and they, 
together with their families and tradesmen, would form a population of about 2,000.
1287. Tbe present development of the field warrants you m coming to that conclusion ? That is my 
impression. Of course the place is practically untried yet in many parts, and there is a prospect of further 
developments.
1288. It is possible that the reefs may go down 2(K) or 300 feet ? Yes; I saw Mr. Taylor when he was 
down about 120 feet, and he told me that tho reef was then looking as well as it looked before, and 
showed uo signs of giving out.
1289. "What line of reef is hts claim on ? It is in the Mallee, south of Neeld’s No. 2 prospectors’ claim.
1290. Mr. Dawson ] Do you know how many of the claims are on payable gold ? I could not say 
accurately; but 1 should estimate that there are liotween twenty or thirty on really payable gold.
1291. It has been stated that between thirty aud forty are on payable gold, aud that eighty had struck 
gold ? That is quite possible. I have beeu away from that place for some time and developments havo 
taken place in my absence.
1292. Suppose eighty claims have struck payable gold, they would employ more than GOO men ? Yes ; if 
they went vigorously to work.
1293. Do you feel perfectly satisfied that you are justified in expending your money here? Yes.
1294. What do you think is the extent of the auriferous bolt w/iicli has been ojten'cd up? From what I 
have been given to understand this particular belt is 2 miles in widtli by 5 or 0 miles iii length. There

is
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iH anotliLT l)olt mnro to the went, out towards Laii!j'a Kolecdion, wliicH I do not know much about. Mr^.P^b,
Tliat, I think, is distinct from this. _ 16 April IHW
1205. Tho 2-mile by 5-mile belt takes in Conway’s lincof rcpf? Yes. . . . .t ’ *
1200. Chairman.'] In addition to tli« niachinery yoif have already ordered, it it your intmition to ettabURh 
chlorination works hero ? Yes ; if th(* ])nmpi*ct9 of the field warrant it, and wo get sufncient patrouj^e.
1 think they will he ncceMtarj' soon because of tho nature of the ore here. Some of “ pyntet 
will have to bo treated in that way here or else they will hare to send their concentrates to Sydney.
1297. In round figtirot, what do you propose spending hero? The cost of complete cnlormation works 
will be about £.'),0CK); wo should &e working very economically to put them up at that.
120s. Their immediabi expenditure will he how much ? From £2,00() to £2,i>00. t n\
1200. Mr. Dawson. I Do you think it would be advisable to construct a light line of railway from lemora 
here? I think so with the ultimate object of extending it to tho riTcr. I thmk it would be much
cheaper than tho cost of a good road. „ a u t__ _
IdiK). Have you made an offer to construct such a line? Tea; after my firat visit to this^ld, I wrote a
letter to a friend of mine, and asked him submit to the (lovernment a proposal to conatnict a railway
from Temora to Wyalong, which should be a sort of object lesson to people m other parts of the country,
that is to say, we should use the present roaiiway, aud old (lovernment rails and fastenings, putting down
rough sleepers. I estimated tho distance at 40 miles, and proposed that the Government should allow us
to use some of the light tram motors. With tho consent of a firm of contractor, I offered to complete
such a line within three months, at £500 per mile, using box and ironbark sleepers, rough split and
flattened on the top and bottom. j ^
1301. Were the contractors Aend /*men? ^es; and they were quite prepared to enter into any
reasonable guarantee or bond. , , . l ic
1302 Chairman.] Would tbo formation of the permanent-way be undertaken by yonrself and friends f
Yes; the pennnnont-way would have no ballast, and in some places there would be no formation. Ihe
sleepers would bo laid flat on the earth. _ i. j j *u... _.,™»i-
1303. What kind of sleepers? Sleepers such as I havejust described, 8 or 9 inches wide, and the regula-
1304. ̂ 1)?*'you not think that in wet weather the sleepers would sink ? Possibly 
could be rLed a little above tbe surrounding country. The ballMt would
would be possible to uso steel rails, which are now of no value at all. They would be good enough f r 
catTvlng light tram-motors, running at a spee<l of 8 or 10 miles an hour, and only m the daytime,
130.% 1)0 you think you could ensure the use of hardwood sleepers all through:' Yes; from what I can 
learn fromVoplo m Iho district. I was speaking to Mr. McGregor, of Memnganowr^d me
that he has hoi on his property which was put up forty years ago, showing that it is durable wood.
IStM) Do vou think it IB sufficiently durable for sleepers.- 1 thmk so.
1307 III lie event of vour offer being accepted, what would you expect from the Govemm^t m the way 
of materiiu ? Kai^^ Ltenings, and everything necessary for the line excejit labour and -leepers.
130K. Would you find all the necessary labour ? Yes. Of course the (tovemment would have to put

nOD^Bu't you w3d findiiltornSs^rv labour, if the rroverninent contributed the material you have 
de^ribed ?^ Yes - they would complete the survey, and then would merely have to supervise the con

struction of the line.
111?' ^ ... P »

'‘“tjivrdiil.r “bill'sit is only at odd times that there is heavy and continuous ram, sleepers laid at a distance of from 18 

Sl-rCan yml give ^^e cost of a light line such as

VOU refer to have not heard of the Government constructing such rai ways ; but m
TScr ca ^ >^-1 the same thing is done he™ in connection with mine tram-
W^vs Of course the rolling stock used is not so heavy ; but they serve the purpose for a time.
13i5' Chairman.] Yon would regard this as a temporary, not as a permanent line ? ^j ^
fini Tf i llteJ for five or ten ve.ars, it would havo served its purpose in opening un 
lonnamt line coSl afterward, be put clown more cheaply, becau.etha .leeper. aud tL material mtemled

u°ew’tlta"to proper to construct a railway to a place immediately gold is
1 Acre" Ye, but seeilThat life latfd both here aud further ou is gwd land, I th.uk the Irae has 
fouml there. » . , . ^ oountr? fvt cost than that of a macadamised road.
lTl?.'’iTe yltu ryTdci of the amoSut of agricultural land available close to exi.liug railway. ? I could

not say wbafthc .g^tger the con.tructiou of the Temora lino ha. increased the sottlc-
m»tr?uuY2:tfT?l?»ri'?r resident, i„ the plaee that it ha. iuc^ased the acreage

TY TtuTliTthiuk tint if the construction of a line to the l.achlan is justifiable, the development of

flsTijecf
this section? Yes.

Mr.



Afr. Robert Casein, miner, AVyalonR, sworn, and oxaminod
Mr.R.C«»m. 132I. Mr. Wall] How loHR have yon l>cen on tho field ? I came here tho day on which iho Rold waa 

16 A^il^4. have Wen irlnining pureuita in this district for some time ? Tee, for ten or eleven

iS' Have you any interest at Wyalong? Yea. I have an interest in one mine.
Tioi You have a eeneral knowledge of the field and its development. les. c ui t t
1T»V Whatls vou^ oSn 4ith reganl to its iiermanencv ? I think, from the number of blocks of slono 
Jh.;; thTc.ton' to .vlnch'tho reef, ieve been proved, that th,. w.ll bo « Rood waRO,

..f gottm, f-';7r?or TufAVu it”cost of oartige at present ? About £2 per (on. It has bi'on as high as £d 10s. per ton . but when tno
niAHii Art' ffootl VOU CAU Jicl vo\ir stuff oirtod for £2 r ton* » • q ti:i27. Do you think there will be any difficulty in getting supplies if the wet V'" J -
there will be considorahlo difficulty ; but it is possible that supplies would n.ad ®
or three weeks, and even within that period it might be possible to bring up ' . y
i;i2S. Have vou any knowledge of tho country m tho direction of Cargellico and Hillston ? les , i
travelled over that country when working at mv trade as a saddler after leaving A\ agga \> agga.
1320. Do TOU regard the proposed extension of' the railw.ay from Temora to Hillatoii as likely to "P 
a lar^ extent of country ? Mv knowledge of the settlement between here and lalgogrm is not rocent.
I know tho country a number of years ago, when no settlomont had taken place thoro. 
l.m Dut there has been a considerable amount of settlomont since then i' \ es; but I hav e not been there. 
1331. Then TOU cannot sav much as to the value of this line, regarding it m part of an extension frem 
Temora to Hillston ? Only from the communications which I have received from people along the rouU,
urging its construction in order that they may be able to use their land. .
i:i32. Do vou regard the land which it will traverse as good agricultural land, winch n ould *
largo population if the railway were made ? There arc large bo Us of ^
put to agricultural use; but the line would sen-e a larger population if taken mo Cargellico, and would 
also go through better land. Then, too, at Cargellico there is water ivhich might bo used for irrigation.

You aro managinjj Rome crushioff mai'hioery at Barmedman. xes.
1331. Several crushings h.ATo been put through there? Yes. ,, • j o vr
1335. You heard evidence given ou Saturday with regard to the results o^btained ? les.
133fi. Were those statements correct ? There were only fractional differences; but 1 will furnish tho 
Committee with tho correct returns within a few days, showing the weight of stono, and the amalgam
retorted, and afterwards smelted. .i i v v
1337 Do vou re«»ard the Wvalong stono, crushed at Barmedman, as better than anything that has bwn
opened upinthe^’district before? Yes. Tho development of this field will employ more people th.an
Barmedman and Temora put together. I think there is a better mine in Barmedman than any of those
here; but there we have to contend with water, and it will take a considerable amount of capital to
133^^'ou look upon tho average yield from Wyalong stono as satisfactory? It is very satisfactory. I 

made a calculation in connection with the various crushings, and I found that sometimes the men earn 
£15 a week for the time they work. In only two instances did they not earn wages. As a rule, they
earn from £2 lOs. to £8 and £15 a week. .• c i. o mu
1339. Are tho different claims in which gold has hecn discovered regarded as generally satisfactory s’ Iho
miners express themselves as very well satisfied with the returns which they have obtained.
1310. Chairman.} Can you give us any information in regard to the coaching traffic between Temora ami 
AYvaiong? Before thc'rush, it was not worth considering, because tho people living about here use their 
own vehicles, and in fact, (here was uo regular coach, which could bo depended upon. There was a mail. 
«‘oach once or twice a week ; but it started at an hour which suited nobody.
1311. And since the rush ? Since the rush there haa been such a number of coaches running that I could 
give vou no idea of the traffic.
1312^ AVhat was the fare before the rush ? There was no stated sum; but as it was 7s. 6d. from Temora 
to Barmedman. I should think you could have got here for ISs.
1343. What is the fare now ? It was £ I; but I lielieve it has now come down to lOs.
1311. Is the traffic verv great ? Yes; it is considerable.
1345. Are there many teams along the road ? Yes; I should think there are as many as forty or fifty on
the road. a i •
1346. Do vou wish to add anything to the evidence you havo already given? Tea. Several witnesses
were asked if they thought the G-overnment were justified in making mining reserves here, and if such 
reserves were detrimental to settlement. With regard to that matter, I should like to say that I think it 
was verv wise to make the reserve which has been referred to, because, had it not been made, there would 
have b^n a rush of selectors here to pick out the eyes of the place, some of whom would probably havo 
taken up the full area. In my opinion, 2,560 acres is too mucn to give to a man near a population such 
as there is here.
1317. Mr. Wall] I asked if tho agricultural interest would be affected byreserving 50,000 acres here, 
and if some system might not be Wonted whereby agriculture and mining could bo simultaneously de- 
%cloj>ed? When the Department has had time to look round, they can revoke such reserves as are suitable 
for agriculture. That would tend to develop the field more profitably in the long run
1318. 1 suppose you are aware that when once these reserves aro created, it often take
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XO+‘>. 1 Bupjsjse vou art! aware tiiat n iicu »nit:o lutrrv itm-i ruo mo oioulou, i* k’ilcu takes VcarS bcfor© they 
are thrown open again ? Yes ; but at Barmedman wo succeeded in getting some of them thrown open. 
There are others that will he thrown open as soon as tho reijuirements of the Railway Department aro 
understood.
134!). IIow long is it since these reseires wore first proclaimed ? When Barmedman was first a gold
field ; but some of them were revoked three years afterwards, and were sold ns special areas.
1350. How long is it since Barmedman came into eiisteuce ? Ten or eleven years.
1351. And some of these reserves are only about to be opened now ? They have all been surveyed ; but. 
since it was not certain what route the railway would take, they have not yet been thrown open.

1352.
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1352. Wore any of tho roBcrvea thrown open until tho greater part of the popnlttion left tho field ? No; Mr- CMdn. 
tho diggern would havo protcBtod agaiont tho land being thrown oiien, hecaune tho feeling of tho mining 
population woulil havo boon that land was being closed on which alluvial mining existed. The land, 
however, would not havo boon taken up with a view to obtaining componaation for Ub resumption, but
because there was a population close at hand.
1353. Do you think that the area slloweti to a man should he amallor in the vicinity of population ? Yes ; 
or along»i<le a railway. Two thousand five hundred acrex is too much in such a cose.
1354. Do you know of any instanco where, when large blocks of land in the vicinity of a gold-field have 
been locked up in rcsorvcfl, they havo Ix-en thrown open again before the mining population left the field ?
I havo had no experience in that respect.
135.'). I suppose you aro aware that something like 100,000 acres were locked up at Gulgong ? Yes.
1350. And that hundredi* of minors who hod made Bufficient money on that field to enable them to become 
independent settlers had to leave the district because they could get no land there ? I believe so; but I 
think some system could he adopted by the Department which would enable men to go upon the land 
and settle on it, and allow others to mine under it.
1357. If tho simultaneous development of agriculture and mining could be allowed to take place, that 
would have a greater tendency to establish settlement than tho present system? I do not hold with 
locking up tho land for a long time, and I do not think that mining and agriculture are antagonistic 
industries ; hut still 1 am of opinion that it would have been unwise not to make these reserves. I havo 
been speaking to tbe settlers iu the district, and I find that they are anxious for a market to be provided 
for them, so that they may go in for fanning. There is a very fair class of selectorn here; the men are 
jiot land jobbers. 1 formed that opinion from hearing them speak, and from tho fact that since tho 
extension of the line to Temora they have made a marked effort to clear land and get ready for increasing 
their income liy means of fanning instead of continuing to depend solely upon the raising of sheep, which 
most of them find does not bring in enough for them to live on and to pay their instalments.
1353. C/iairma;r.] Are you the owner of much land round Barmedman ? No, I have a very nice selec
tion ; but the Bank ha« tho beat hold of it.
1359. What is tho area of your selection ? One thousand two hundred and ten acres.
13G0. Had you that selection at the time of tho projection of the Temora railway ? A es; I had it cleared 
and fenced and subdivided, and I built houses and put a garden, orchards and dains upon it. In tho 
first vear after the railway came to Temora, I cleared 40 acres; but I found that I was likely to lose it, and 
therefore I did not spend any more upon it. , _
1361. Wan that land suitable for tho production of other crops besides wheat ? I grew very nice fruit 
on it, and I had every prospect of making a good orchard there. An adjoining neighbour grows very 
nice oranges, grapes, and other fruit of a similar description.
1302. Can you say whether the land beyond Temora has been taken up forsettlement, or merely 
for speculative purposes ? I only know’ two mon who have sold out, except those whom the Banks havo 
compelled to sell. There was only one land jobber who came to Barmedman, and he did better than tbo 
genuine men, I think. I do not know a man in the district who is conaiden*d to be a dummy.
1363. You know that the land has been taken up in very largo areas ? Yes; in blocks of 2,560 acres, 
and in some cases where men havo selected for their sons and daughters who are not of age, the holdings
are as largo as 7,(KX) or 8,000 acres. , • i v
1361. Do yon think the land h.is been selected so that people may settle upon it, or has it merely 
taken up so that it may be sold to the pastoral Ic.sseo ? Except in one case, I think, men have taken 
it up in order to make homes and keep their families around them, and, of course, they get as much land 
as tliey can. Tho danger is, however, that they may not be able to work it profitably, and that the Banks
w ill then come in. , , , n t ^ • r
1365. Do vou think they have taken np more land than they can possibly use. 1 am certain ot it.
Their capital is exhausted by the time they h.ave got their fencing and scrubbing done, and they ca-nnot 
complete tlieir improvements without borrowing. If they could do without borrowing, thev would bo 
able to make good homes for themselves; but being short of capital, when their instalments have to be 
iiaid. at tho end of three vears, thev have not got tho money to stock with, and are thus p aced at a dis
advantage. They probahlv buy their sheep on bills, and then, in order to meet these hills, have to sell 
the sheep again at what is, in a measure, a forced sale, because they have to look fur a customer within a

1366 aTmoh a« their instalments become due, men who have taken up largo holdings find themselves in 
such a crippled condition that they are obliged to sell at the first opi>ortunity ? A es; they cannot pay 
their instalments from wool. The payment of Is. per aero, if a good crop can be put in, « nothing; but 
when the money has to ho paid out of wool, the selectors .are not able to do it. They might get through
if thpv fartDcd ffood pftrt of th^ir Ifind. • t i o13(57 And is it your omuion that the land in thia district should not be thrown open in such large areas ?
I think that people should either not be com wiled to pay their instalments until a railv\;ay is brought
within a givei distance of them, or that they should be comi>eUed to remain leaseholder. In my opinion
o 51)0 acils is enough for a family, if the children are not of age. As a matter of fact, when a large
familvselectionistaKenup. the head of the family becomes the owner of It.
1368 .UTc jrM Seeing that the people who came to the district a.s pioneers were compellftl to tura 
tbdr aUentions to pastoral pursuits: and were only allowed to take up 2,o60 acres, it would bo possible 
for a man if a railiay were made, to get his living ou a smaller area? I would prevent men 
up more than 2,660 acres ; but I would not compel them to pay their instalments until a railw ay had beeu

iTjOO^^DrvorthinkStiT^ Government were to clear the land alonf^ido the
thev woul ' difficnltv in lettimr it to farmers who would be willing to pay rent for it. I do not

about that.
Id havo any difBcnlty in lotting it t

Hunk ‘h-'-™iutoVht°Mur‘e"‘f to tho waot of capit.l ^-if pooplc »uld obtain
i... Milluav. so that thev would onlv have to put their labour into d, and

Nut the
1370. Youriea^e of the laud alongside the railway, so that they would onlv have to nut their latour in 
would not require capital, do you think there would he any difficulty in getting tenantB for it.

slightest.
[Tie
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Mr. J. 
Rioh»n)son.

[TAf SecUoital CommiUce at fka Oovrf-hotue, Temora, at 2-30;>.»i.]

firfSfnt:—
ThoHoK. FKKUKRICK THOMAS IirMPHERY (CHAniMiN),

IIknrv DAiv'soif, Esq, 1 Wiluax Ciiandos Watj., Esq.

Tlie Sectional Committee further conaidcred the proposed railway from Temora to Wyalong.
^ ^^

Mr. John RichardBon, roHcvinp; station-master, Tomom, sworn, and examined:—
1371. CAflirwon.] How long have vou been hero ? Thirteen days.
1372. Have you had acoess to tfio railway returns at Temora from tho time of the opening of the

- . Hue? Yet.
- ini, 1894 Are you in a p<)8iliou to give the Committee information as to the voluino of traffic hero P I

received a 'telegram from the Committee tliis morning, asking mo to prepare information in regard to 
goods and pastenger traffic, but as I havo not had very much time the returns arc only approximately 
correct.
1374, What would the difference be—a ftw pounds ono way oranother ? Yes; tho difference would not 
be more than .€5 at tho outside.
1375. WiU you hand in vour returns? The revenue received hero since the opening of the railway has
been £i.l30. '
137G. Outwards and inwards included? Yes.
1377. How maiiT tons does that represent ? Four thousand seven hundred and sirty-four tons. Tho out
ward traffic has f>eeu very heavy, but we get no revenue from that, because it is collected at other places. 
137S. The amount you have stated was reoeivedat this end? Yes; it includes both passenger ana goods 
takings. What wo send from here is collected at Sydney or G-oulbum, or at other places, and what they 
send here we collect at Temora.
1370. ifr. iralt.'] Are we to understand that £4,130 are the earnings of the lino between Cootamundra 
and Temora, or is it the amount colleitted upon goods conveyed from other places to this station ? That 
is it.
1380. Can you give the Committee any idea of the value of the traffic on this branch Hue alone? No, I 
cannot; but you could get it from tho Commissioners.
1381. What has Ix'en the classification of the tonnage? It would take a week to get out a roturu 
classifying the tonnage ; but in Sydney they make emt returns of what they call sectional expenditure, 
so there would be very little difficulty in getting the information from the Commissioners.
1382. The earnings on this section of line would be much greater from here to Sydney than from
Cootamundra here, because on tho up jouniey thev would represent a contribution to tho main line P 
Yes. *
1383. Chairman.'] What is tlie charge between Temora aud Cootamundra ? Third class, £1 3s. 7d.; second 
class, 17s. Sd.; first class, J4s. 7d.
1384. Under -what head would the bulk of the traffic come? It would be second and thinl class.
U185. If over 4,000 tons of goods passed l>etween Temora and Cootamundra, tho earnings upon this branch 
line would probably exc-eed £i,000 for goods alone ? Yes.
1386. lias the coaching traffic been heavy? It has been very heavy during the last six weeks—since tho 
rush to Wyalong broke out.
1357. Can you say what it was before the Wyalong rush ? Well, in January, the number of passengers 
from Cootamundra to Temora was 190, and from Temora to Cootamundra 187. In February, it was 1,-4(K) 
from Cootamundra and 217 from Temora; iu March, it was 1,250 from Cootamundra and 303 from 
Temora, and this month we have had 450 from Cootamundra and 250 from Temora. Great numbers of 
jieople are returning from the rush.
1358. ^fr. Tf alL] Can you give us any information in regard to tho increase or decrease of goods traffic? 
The revenue for January was £582 16s. lid.
1389. From goods ? No, the total revenue.
1390. Can you give us the tonnage for the respective months ? Yes; the inward tonnage in January 
1-52 tons, in February. 195 tons, in March, 535 tons, and in April 345 tons.
1391. Mr. Datogon.] Does that include parcels and every thing ? No.
1392. Mr. Wall.] Sto that the inwards traffic was ncarlyfour times as great in March as in January? Yes.
1393. Is not Janu.ary considered rather a busy month ? No, December is considered to be a busy month, 
and Januajy is supposed to be a ouiet month, after the rush of Christmas traffic.
i:i94. What is the rate for third class goods from Sydney to Temora ? £7 5s. a ton.
U195. And from Temora to Sydney ? It is very much fiighcr than that; but I do uot know exactly what 
it is.

• 131W. Has there been a gradual increase in the traffic of the line since it was opened? Yes.
1397. I suppose that would be accounted for mainly by the fact that the cereal crops came in at the end 
of the year? It would be attributable largely to that.
1398. Can you say whether there has been an increaso in general merchandise ? It has been about tho 
same all through.
1399. Has much grain l>een sent from Temora since the railway was opened ? Yes. I was given to 
understand by my predecessor that they had something like 30,000 bags of grain stored here awaiting the 
opening of the lino.
14(K). It is reported that a large quantity of grain is stored here now awaiting a rise in prices j is there 
any truth in that rumour? 1 cannot give you any information about that.

was

Mr. John Maurice Foley, Post and Telegraph Master, Temora, sworn, and examined: —
„ Chairman.] How long have you been in the district? I have been connected with the office here
J.M. Foley, eince 1880.
16AtoU18M watched the growth of the district since then ? Yes; it haa been very great.

^ ■ 1 KKl Will you give us what information you can in regard to the PostandTelegraph Office ret
I have only got them from August last.

returns here ? 
140-1.
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140-i. That was the last month before the opening of tho railway ? Vos; the sale of postage stamps has Mr. 
increaseil to the extent of £50, being £sO this month as against .t'30 in August. There has been a steady ^ohsy.
increase in the returns, and tho telegraph revenue has iiicrt'aHed to the extent of £20 a month. The 
Savings Bank businesa has also grciitlv inereased ; but I could not say from memory to what extent. The 
amount of revenue transmitted to Sydney between tbe Uth August, 1H03, and the lOth .April, IROl. was 
£5,n07, whieli greatly exceeded tlio returns of tbe previous six months. Wo reecivo and despatch about 
800 letters more a month ?iow than wo did before the railway was opened, and wo now transmit nearly 40C) 
telegrams a month, or 2(X) a month more than we used to transmit.
1405. Has tlie population of Temora increased? Yes; wo can tell that in tho increase in Post Office 
business.
1400. Mr. WallA Can you tell us the amount of revenue you received in A ugust last ? No, I cannot.
1407. You have boon giving us the totals to date? Y'ea.
Tt-OH. Has not tho rush to Wyalong greatly helped to increase the revenue of your Department ? Yes.
1400. Can you give ua a return comparing the business of January with the hnsincss of August, and 
showing the increase which haa come ab<»ut since tho construction of the railway? No, I cannot.

Mr.
Bncklcv.

Mr. John Jose.ph Buckley, Sergeant in charge of the Temora police station, sworn, and examined -
1410. Ohairman.'} How long have you been at Temora ? About ten years.
1411. Do you collect tho statistics here ? Yes, for the Temora portion of the Young electoral district. ®
1412. Can you speak as to the progress of the district during the past four or five years ? ]t has pro
gressed materially I^st year the population of Temora proper was about 1,700, while the year before it 
was 1,500.
1413. Over what area does your district extend ? We are very near the extreme boundary of the Young 
electorate, so that the district extends a good way in one direction, and not far in the other. The popn- 
lation of tlie district this year is 2,326, made up by 2,201 Buropcans and 35 Chinamen.
1414. Can you speak aa to the population that would be fairly served by the railway? There haa been 
considerable increa.se iu tho population.
1415. An increaso of how much per cent. ? I should say an increase of from 8 to 10 per cent.
1416. Since the construction of tne railway was commenced ? Within the last three years.
1417. Mr. Dawson."] la the population of the district increasing by reason of fresh arrivals, or because 
children are boni here ? In noth ways. Last year the railway works were in full swing, and that brought 
a large number of people to the town ; but, notwithstanding t1ie fact that that railway is cow complete<l, 
the statistics show that the population of the town has permanently increased.
1418. Can you speak as to the number of stock raised in tho district, and the area under cultivation ?
Yes ; both have increased considerably. Farming pursuits have increased fully 10 per cent.
1419. Then the district has materially progresseil since the construction of tho railwav was determined 
upon? The raUway gave a great impetus to farming operations in tho district. If I said that they had 
increased 15 per cent. I would be nearer the mark.
1420. Can you add anything to your evidence which you think would be useful to the Committee in con
sidering this proposal ? I think the construction of tho proposed railway would open up a tract of good 
agricultural country out towards Wyalong and Condobolin. I have not been out further than Woolengough.
It seems all good agricultural and pastoral land out there, except for a few belts of mallee; but even that 
is good country when cleared. '
1421. You have not been on to the Lachlan ? No.
1422. Mr. Wall.] Have you any returns showing tbe area under cultivation this year and last? No ; all 
tho statistics wo collect we sencl to Sydney. Wo do not keep any record here.
1423. Have you collected any statistics in regard to tho quantity of wheat produced this year or last?
Y’os ; but they have been sent to Sydney.
1424. Has there been an increase in the production ? Yes.
1425. Has there been any tendency on tho part of persons holding large areas of land before the con
struction of the railways, to bring them under cultivation ? Yes.
1426. Can you mention any special case ? Y’ea ; there is Prior’s, ot Sebastapol. I think they had 500 
acres under cultivation last year.
1427. How much did they add on to what they had before ? They must have added 100 or 150 acres to
their farm, and there are several such instances. At almost every season of the vear they are extending 
their agricultural area. '
1428. Was the same sort of thing going on prior to the construction of the railway? Yee, but not in 
such a marked degree. A tremendous lot or wheat was brought to the railway station last year; but 
when I camo to Temora, ten years ago, there was very little agriculture.
1420. Do you know whether there is much land available for agriculture here ? Y'es ; there is no dearth 
of land.
1430. Mr. Dawion.] Is this likely to be a fruit-producing place? Y'es.
1431. Is it a fact that the grapes can be grown hero to perfection ? To great perfection.
1432. Aud figs? Yes; and they grow beautiful apples here.

[4 plans.]

sSydney: ChAr!« Potter, <k)wninenl Printer- ISW.



~mav
owi n

COfWr/ES OF BOf/RFF BLAW. AJVB C/FPS

Scale of MiUt

1894

Wi/es on each 
/ Rai/waj from

WYALONG

.# i*0

NOTES.

FneehoLd' Zand Un ted, redy ihus ,
ConxL^ JicT:t Cond^ZecLses tinted- 
jReservedulcxnd- tinted- Green t.- Lll 760. ISO
MejttcuJiiJig Crown, Itojxd- ztncdi<jredy 
Jh:>poscd-Xirie shown, thus
Gvld-fteld- Jiesert^ thm-Con,-her shorn ty Green Batch- 
County SoLtndxtrCes shown, thus —«

fhLstorxit JLoldxngs - - {-----aclif!2 —
Diitlduiqlines ofJloLdxn^s ihtes

B7JS0 Acrtf 
1m2./2P -

Usi.ioo

L/N€

sToexm/mL

AT THI QOVT M>|irTl*«0 Or#«Cf. 
*TMfV, NCW tOgTM WALCI



I
1

I

1

I

I
1

I

1
1

1
I
1

1

I
I

1

1

1

1

I
I
1

4

I

1
I
1I¥ I
!

1
I
I
1

I
■

I

¥

I

c

/
'/f

• •
t «s

iV
CVJHILLSTON ^11^

S

OT) r«-
4

450 M

HILLSTON %

r>
tA

%

'4
XI

If
t ^

\
r

4
j*^1Sy Z83.

\






