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LANDMARK EXHIBITION CHRONICLES 200 YEARS OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF NSW   

 

The Parliament of NSW offers an enlightening look into the history and impact of 

Australia’s oldest legislative body in a new exhibition unveiled to mark the 

Bicentenary of the Legislative Council.  

Following the official launch event at NSW Parliament in the presence of His Majesty King 

Charles III on 20 October, Legacy & Evolution – 200 Years of the NSW Legislative Council is 

now open to the public. The free exhibition runs until January 2025 in NSW Parliament’s 

Fountain Court and Reconciliation Wall space.  

The exhibition explores the role of the Upper House in shaping the history of the State of 

NSW – but equally, how the Council has adapted and evolved to reflect the community it 

represents.  

The landmark exhibition charts the Council’s evolution over two centuries, tracing its journey 

from humble beginnings as an appointed five-member advisory group through to the robust 

and representative democratic institution that it is today.  

“Legacy & Evolution represents a true highlight of our Bicentenary program, offering unique 

insights and stories from the first 200 years of democracy in NSW, as we look toward the 

future,” said the Hon Ben Franklin MLC, President of the Legislative Council.  

“This exhibition is one of the many ways we’re telling the story of the NSW Upper House, 

sharing how the Council works and how it has evolved to reflect the very people it 

represents.” 

Pivotal moments in both parliamentary and State history, people, legislation and untold 

stories are explored across five distinct themes: 

• the constitutional evolution of the Council 

• the protocol and traditions of the Council 

• the powers and privileges that support the Council as a House of Review  

• the representative evolution of the Council  

• the Parliament’s relationship with the Aboriginal people of NSW.  

Catering to a broad range of ages and levels of parliamentary knowledge, stories are 

brought to life by a range of fascinating historical artefacts and images from deep within 

parliamentary, national and international archives and libraries. The collection offers insights 

into the Council’s democratic processes, changing roles, surprising facts and curious 

customs.  

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/li1yt314bjd7xyiphrncf/AFkbO9lZnuCGhD3RfJ2HgKc?rlkey=9jzpl6wfu30xullrsk8q522fd&st=vrfqwy93&dl=0


See Legacy & Evolution on weekdays, between 9am and 5pm at NSW Parliament 

House (6 Macquarie Street, Sydney) until January 2025. Entry is free. For more 

information about the exhibition, visit: 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/visit/events/Pages/Legacy-and-evolution.aspx 
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